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SENATE BILL ND. 6

————

INTRODUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE CDMMNISSIONER

A BILEL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: "AN ALY YO CENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY THE LaM RELATING Y13 BOATS AND SHOWMOBILES: AMENDING
SECTIONS 23-2-5S1le 23-2-512y 23-2-513¢ 23-2-514s 23-2-529¢

AND 23-2-6329 MCA.®

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 23-2-511y MCAy is awmended to fread:
®23-2-511e. Operation of unnunbered motorboats

prohibited — display of decalse (1) Every motorboat on the

waters of this states propelled by 3 sotor or an engine of
any descriptions shedd mist be properly numbered and display
valid 1license decals. No person ®Bay opearate or give
persmission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters
unless the motorboat is numbered and displays vaiid license
decals in accordance with this party #n-~aceordance with
applicable federal Jaws or +n-asecoerdance with a federally
approved numbering system of another state and unless:

(a) the certificate of numsber ewarded assigued to the
motorboat is in full force and effect; and

{b) the identifying number set forth in the

certificate of number and the valid Yicense decals are
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displayed on such motorboate

{2) Any person who vperates a motorboat on the waters
of this state without displaying the appropriate numbers and
license decals as required by this section is punishable by
a fine not to exceed $!0«. Howevery the arresting officer
say issue & courtesy citation in lieu of the penalty
provided for in this subsectione”

Section 2. Section 23-2-512¢ MCAs is amendad to read:

©23-2-5%12. Identification numbere (1) The owner of
each wmotorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file
an application for number in the office of the county
treasurer where the motorboat is owned or taxable on forss
prepared and furnished by the division of wmotor wvehicles.
The application whedd must be signed by the owner of the
sotorboat and shedd be accompanied by a fee of S31. Any
alterations changey or false statemsnt containad in the
application will render the certificate of number void. Upon
receipt of the application in approved forme the county
treasurer shall issua to the applicant a certificate of
number prepared and furnished by the division of wmsotor
vehicles, stating the nuaber awerded assigned to the
motorboat and the name and address of the ownere

(2) Before filing the epplication with the county
treasurery the applicant shall submit it to the county
assessore who shall enter on the applicationy in a space to

-
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be provided for that purposes the market value and taxable
value of the wotorbost for the vyear for which the
application for registration is made.

{3} The applicants upon the filing of the applications
shall pay to the county treasurer the reqistration fee and
the personal property taxes assessed against the wsotorboat
or vessel for the current year of registration before the
application for vregistration or reregistration may be
accepted by the county traasurere

{%#) Should the ownership of a motorboat changes a new
application fora with fee sheld myst be filed within a
reasonable time with the county treasurer and 2 new
certificate of number ewerded assjigaed in the same mammer as
provided for in an or igin:l ewerd pssigoment of nuabere

{5} If on agency of the United States governsent has
in force a comprehensive system of identification numbering
for motorboats in the United States, the nusbering systeam
employed pursvant to this part by the division of motor
vehicles shedd must be In conformitye.

{6) Every certificate of number and the license decals
owerded assigned under this part shadi—econtinue cootinues Iin
effoct for a period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner
terminated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions
of this parte Certificates of number and license decals

sheld pust show the date of expiration and may be renewed by
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the owner in the same manner psovided for in the initial
securing of the certificate.

(7) Certificates of number she¥¥ expire on Aprit 30 of
each year and may not be in effect unless renewed under this
parte

(8) 1ln event of transfer of ownerships the purchaser
shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a
reasonzble t me of tine acyuisition of all or any part of his
intaresty oth-r than the creition of 2 security interesty in
2 motorboat umbered in tais state or of the losss thefte
destructions ar abandonment of the motorboat. The transfers
losss thefty destructions or abandonment terminates the
certificate of number for the motorboate. Recovery from theft
or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the
owner®s right to operate the motorboat does not terminate
the certificate of numbere

{9) A holder of » certificate of number shall notify
the county treasurer within reasonable time if his address
no Jlonger conforms to the address appearing on the
certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new
3ddress. The division of motor vechicles may provide by rule
for the surrender of the certificate bearing the former
address and its replacement with a certificate bearing the
new  address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate

to show the new address of the holder.

-ty
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{10) (a) The numsber ewarded gssigned must be painted
on or attached to each ocutboard side of the forward half of
the motorboat ore if there are no such sidesy at a
corresponding location on both outboard sides of the
foredeck of the motorboat. The number exarded assigned shedd
must read from left to righty-be in Arabic nuseralss—¥in and
block characters of good proportion at least 3 inches tall
excluding border or trimy of a color that contrasts with the
color of the backgroundy and be so wmaintained as to be
clearly visible and legible« The number say not be placed on
the obscured underside of the flared bow where it cannot be
easily seen froa another vessel or ashores No numeralse
lettersy or devicesy other than those used in comaction
with the identifying nuaber issuedv may be placed in the
proximity of the identifying numbers No numerals, letterss
or devices whieh that waight interfere with the ready
identification of the wmotorbeoat by its identifying number
may be carried as to interfere with the motorboat®s
identifications No number other than the number and license
decal awearded gssiguned to a motorboat or granted reciprocity
under this part she¥¥ gay be painteds attachedsy or otherwise
displayed on either side of the forward half of the
motorboate

{b) The certificate of number shall be pocket size and

available to federals statey, or 1local Jlaw enforcement
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officers at all reasonable times for inspection on the
motorboat whenever the motorboat is on waters of this states

{c) Boat Viveries are not required to hove the
cértiflcate of nuaber on board each motorboaty but a rental
agreement wmust be <carried on board livery motorboats in
ptace of the certificate ef number.

(k1) Fees collected under this section shall be
transamitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the
fees in the motorbodt certificate identification account of
an earmarked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for
the administration and enforceament of this parte as asendeds

(12) An owner of a motorboat must within a reasonable
tima notify the division of motor vehiclessy giving the
motorboat®s identifying nuaber and the owner®s name when
that motorboat becomes documented as a vessel of the United
States or is transferreds losty destroyeds abandoneds or
frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal
use."

Section 3. Section 23-2-5134 MCAs is amended to read:

»23-2-513. Oealer®s identification nuaber. (1} A
dealer or manufacturer may apply directly to the division of
motor vehicles for one identifying number and one or more
certificates of nusber. A dealer®s or wmanufacturer®s
identifying number shall be displayed on his boat while the

boat is operating fofr o purpose related to the puying,
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sellinge or exchanying of the boat by the dealer or
manufacturear.

{2) The application for a dealer®s or manufacturer®s
identifying number shedd gust include his name and business
addresse Each dealer or mamsfacturer will have one
identifying nuasber assiyned to his business.

{3) An application for dealer®s or manufacturer®s
identifying number and certificate of number must be
accompaniaed by the following fees:

(a) for the identifying numbery first certificate of
numbers and set of license decalsy 35}

(b} for each additional certificate of number and set
of license decals applied for in any applicationy $2.

{%) The division of wsotor vehicles shall issue
certificates of nusber for the identifying numbers swerded
assigned to a dealer or manufacturer in the same manner as
provided in 23-2-512(1) and {10)s as amendeds except that no
boat shedd pmay be described in the certificate and each
certificate she¥d must state that the identifying number has
been owerded agsjigned to a dealer or wsanufacturere A
dealer®s or sanufacturer®s certificote of number eipires on
Aprit 30 of the year for which it is issued.

{5) A dealer®s or mamufacturer®s identifying number
shall be displayed in the same ®soanner as provided in

23~-2-512{10)» as amendeds except that the nusber wmay be

-T-

10
11l
12
13
14
15
16
7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0005701

temporarily attached. The last three letters shall bz "DLR™
Tor dealer and "MFR® for manufacturere These 1letters shall
be included, respectivelys in dealer or mamufacturer
identification numbers onlye

{6) No person other than a dealer or manufacturer or
an employee of a dealer or manufacturer may display or use a
deater®s or mnanufaciurer®s identifying nuabere. A dealer®s or
manufacturerts identifying onumber may be displayed only on
motorboats owed by tha2 dealrr or manufacturera

{T) No dvaler or .anuficturer or employee of a dealer
or wanufacturer wsay use a3 dealer's or manufacturer®s
identifying number for any purpose other than the purpose
described in subsection {l} of this section.™

S5ection 4 Section 23-2-Sl4s NCAy is amended to read:

"23~-2-514« Exemption from numbering provisions. A
motorboat shedd is not be required to be numbered under this
part if it iss

(1) eo¥ready covared oy a8 number in full force and
ef fect wiieh that has been ewearded assigned to it pursuant
to federal 1law or a federally approved numbering system of
anothar states provided that such vessel shall not have been
within this state for a pzriod in excess of 60 consecutive
dayse After 60 consecutive days within this statee this
state becomes the motorboat's state of principal use and the

owner must apply for a4 Montana numbers certificate of

~8~
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numbery and license decale

12} a motorboat from a country other than the Unlted
States temporarily using the waters of this state;

{3} a motorboat whose owner is the uUnited Statesy, a
states or subdivision thereof;

(%) a ships lifeboate"™

Section S5« Section 23-2-529¢ MCAe s amended to read:?

®23-2~529« HWater skis and surfboards. {1) No person
may operate a wmotorboat or vessel on any waters of this
state for the purpose of towing 2 person or persons on water
skise a surfboards or similar device er—-other—econtrivance
unless the operator is at least 12 years of age and there Is
a second persony at least 12 years of agee in the vessel ¢o
aet-as—observdr to observe the person being towed.

{2} No person may engage in waterskiinge surfboardings
or similar activity or towing some other contrivances at any
time betwe@en the hours from 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour
before sunrisey except that this subsection does not apply
to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a
person engaged in a regatta or race authorized under this
part.

(3) A1l right-of—way rules applying to ¢the a towing
vessel sha¥d apply Lo 3 person heing Kowed.®

Section 5« Section 23-2-632s MCAy is amended to read:

"23-2-632« Unlawful operation on streets and highwayse

-
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11} It is unlawful for eny 3 person to drive-eor operate ony
a snowmocbile wpen on @ public street or highway in-sny-ene
or—more—of-the-followingwanners:
' t3¥43) at a rate of speed greater than provided by law
for motor vehicles;

+2¥41h}) while under the influence of intoxicating
liquer or narcotics or habit-foersing drugs;

+394c) in a careless or reckless wmanner so as to
endanger the person or -property of another or to cause
injury or dasage to either; or

1d) if ihat pecrsos by reasop. of age or sental of
physical) disatility js incapable of operatiog the sncwmobilg
safely under the prevailliog clrcumstancese

++¥42) It _is unlawful opersevion——of-—s--snowmebile--or
perwitting—sueh 1o permil the cperation of 4 snowscbile on a3
public street gor highway by emy a person who by reason of
age or physical or meptal disability is incapable of
operating the snowsmobile ss-required-for—sefety safely under
the prevalling circumstances.®

-End-

-10-
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1979 Legislature
Code Commissioner Bill - Summary

SENATE Bill No. _6

AN ACT TO GENERALLY RIEVISE AND CILARIFY THE LAW RELATING TO
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-511, 23-2-512,
23-2-513, 23-2~514, 23-2-%29, 23-2-632, MCA.

Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4. 23-2-511, 23-2-512, 23-2-513,
23-2-514. In 1977 the legislature changed "awarding" to
"assigned" in the definition section (23-2-502) of a boat
certificate number. The amendments bring the other statutes
dealing with boat certificate numbers into conformity with
that change.

Section 5. 23-2-529. The words deleted from 23-2-529
arce redundant. In addition, subscction (3) is amended in
order to clarify that a person being towed by a boat is to
follow the same right-of-way rules that govern the operation
of the towing vessel.

Section 6. 23-2-632. Subsection (4) does not follow
the introductory clause in 23-2-632. The proposed amendment
rearranges the existing statute to clarify its meaning and

makes minor grammatical changes.



4

46th Legislature

]

- Y T

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LC 000S/01

Approved by Comm.
on Fish and Game

ENATE _ BILL No. _6
INTRDOUCED BY

-y

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT YO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY THE LAW RELAYING TO BOATS AND SNUWMOBILES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 23-2-S1lls 23-2-512y 23-2-513s 23-2-5l4e 23-2-529,

AND 23-2-632¢ MCA"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le. Section 23-2-511y MCA, is amended to read:
*23-2-51l. Operation of unumbered motorboats

prohiditaed — display of decalse (1) Every motorboat on the

waters of this states propelled by a motor or an engine of
any descriptions she¥d gust be properly numbered and display
valid license decals. %No person may operate or give
permission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters
unless the motorboat is nuabered ond displays valid license
decals in accordanca with this parte #n——-atcordanee with
applicable federal lows orf +n-eecordance with a federally
approved numbering system of another state and unlass:

(a) the certificate of nuusber ewerded assigaed to the
motorboat is in full forc: and effect; and

(b) the identifying number set forth in the

cortificate of number ans the valid license decals are
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displayed on such moctorboate.

{(2) Any persan who operates a motorboat on the waters
of this state without displaying the appropriate numbers and
license decals as required by this section is punishable by
a fine not to exceed $10. However, the arresting officer
may issue & courtesy citation in lieu of +the penalty
provided for in this subscction.®

Section 2. Section 23-2~512¢ MCAs is amended to read:

"23-2-512+ Identification number. (1) The owner of
each wmotorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file
an application for nusber in the office of the county
treasurer where the wmotorboat is owned or taxable on forms
prepared and furnished by the division of motor vehicles.
The application whedd gist be signed by the owner of the
motorboat and she¥¥ be accompanied by a fee of $la Any
alterations changes or false statement contained in the
application will render the certificate of number voide Upon
receipt of the application in approved forms the county
treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of
number prepared and furnished by the division of =motor
vehliclesy stating the number awerded assignegd to the
motorboat and the name and address of the owners

{2) Before filing the application with the county
treaesurery the applicant shall submit it to the county

assessors who shall enter on the applicationy in a space to

SECOND
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be provided for that purposes the market value and taxable
value of the motorboat for the year for which the
application for registration is made.

{3) The applicants upon the filing of the applications
shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and
the person2l property taxes assessed against the wotorboat
or vessel for the current year of registration before the
application for vregistration or reregistration may be
accepted by the county tr:asurere

{4} Should the ownership of a motorboat changes a new
application form with fee she}d myst be filed within a
reasonable time with the county treasurer and a new
certificate of number ewerded assigned in the same mammer as
provided for in an originil ewerd assigneent of numbera

{5) If an agency of the United States governsent has
in force a comprehensive system of identification nunbering
for motorboats in the United Statesy the nusbering system
employed pursuant to this part by the division of motor
vehicles shed3d gust be in conformitye

{6) Every certificate of number and the license decals
ewerded assigned under this part sheli-econtinue cootinues in
effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner
terminated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions
of this parte Certificates of number and license decals

shed¥ must show the date of expiration and may be renewed by

-3-

10

1mn

12

13

14

1%

16

17

1£

19

20

21

22

23

24

LC 0005701

the owner in the sam: manner provided for in the initial
securing of the certificatee

{7) Certificates of number she¥d expire on April 30 of
each year and amay not be in effect unless renewed under this
parte

{8) In ecvent of transfer of ownerships the purchaser
shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a
recasonable time of the acguisition of all or any part of his
interests other than the creation of & security interesty in
a motorbeat numbered in this state or of the l1osss theft,
destructions or abandonment of the motorboat. The transfer,
lossse thefty destructions or abandonment terminates the
certificate of nusber for the motorboate Recovery from theft
or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the
owner®s right to operate the motorboat does not terminate
the certificate of number.

(9) A holder of a certificate of number shall notify
the county treasurer within reasonable time if his address
no lounger conforms to the address appearing on the
certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new
address. The division of motor vehicles may provide by rule
for the surrender of the <certificate bearing the former
address anod its replacement with a certificate bearing the
new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate

to show the nz2w address of the holdure
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(10} ({(a} The number awsrded assjgned must be painted
on or attached to each cutboard side of the forward half of
the wmotorboat ore if there are no such sidesy at a
corresponding location on both outboard sides of the
foredeck of the motorboat. The number ewarded assignad shedd
ausL read from left to righty—be in Arabic numeralsey—¥#n and
block characters of good proportion at least 3 inches tall
excluding border or trimy of a color that contrasts with the
color of the backgrounds and be so wmaintained as to be
clearly visible and Vegibles The number may not be placed on
the obscured underside of the flared bow where it cannot be
easily seen from another vessel or ashore. No numeralsse
letterse or devicesy other than those used in connection
with the identifying number issuedy may be placed in the
proximity of the identifying number. No numeralss lettersy
or devices which that wright interfere with the ready
identification of the motorboat by its identifying number
may be carried as to interfere with the motorboat®s
identification. No number other than the numaber and license
decal ewsrded gssigned to a motorboat or granted reciprocity
under this part =hedd may be paintedy attached, or otherwise
displayed on either side of the forward half of the
motorboate.

(b) The certificate of number shall be pocket slze and

availlable to federale statey ofr local law enforcement
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officers at all reasonable times for inspection on the
motorboat whenever the motorboat is on waters of this states

{c) Boat liveries are not required to have the
cartificate of number on board each motorboats but a rental
agreement must be carried on board livery motorboats in
place of the certificate of numbere.

{l11) Fees collected under this section shall be
transeitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the
fees in the motorboat certificate identification account of
an carmarked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for
the administration and enforcement of this parte as awendeda

{12) An owner of a motorboat aust within a reasonable
time notify the division of motor vehiclesy giving the
motorboat®s identifying number and the owner®'s name when
that sotorboat becomes documented as a vessel of the United
States or s transferreds 3losts destroyeds abandonedy or
frauded of within 60 days after change of state of principal
uses"

Section 3. Section 23-2-513, MCAs is amended to read:

®23-2-513s Dealer®s identification number. {1) A
dealer or manufacturer may apply directly to the division of
motor vehicles for one identifying number and one or more
certificates of number« A dealer®s or wmanufacturer®s
identifying nuaber shall be displayed on his boat while the

boat is operating for 4 purpose vrvelated to the puyingy

e SE 4
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sellings or exchanging of the boat by the dealer or
manufacturer.

{2) TYhe application for a dealer's or manuficturer®s
identifying nuuber shold gust include his name and businass
addresse Each dealer or wmamufacturer will have one
identifying number assigned to his business.

(3) Aan application for dealer®s or manufacturer®s
identifying number and certificate of number must be
accompanied by the following fees:

{a} for the identifying numbery first certificate of
numbery and set of license decalsy $5;

(b) for each additional certificate of number and set
of license decals applied for in any applicationy 32

l4) 7The  division of wmotor vehicles shall issue
certificotes of number for the identifyiny numbers aworded
assigned to a dealer or manufacturer in the same wmenner as
provided in 23-2-512(1) and {10}y as amendedy except that no
boat sheld pgay be described in the certificate and each
certificate sho¥t pust state that the identifying number has
been eowarded assigned to a dealer or wsanufacturers A
dealer's or manufacturer®s certificate of number expires on
April 30 of the year for which it is issueds

{5} A dealer®s or manufacturer®s identifying number
shall be displayed in the same manner as provided in

23-2-512(10)+ as amendedy except that the aumber wmay be
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temporarily asttachede The last three letters shall be “OLR®
for dealer and "MFR™ for manufacturers. These Jletters shall
be includeds respectivelys in dealer or wmanufacturer
identification numbers onlye

{6} Ko person other thson a dealer or manufacturer or
an employee of a dealer or manufacturer may display or use a
dealer®s or manufacturer®s identifying numbere. A dealer®s or
manufacturer®s identifying nusber may be displayed only on
motorboats owned by Lthe dealer or manufactureres

{7) No dealer or mamufacturer or employee of a dealer

or wanufacturer way use a dealer®s or wmanufacturer®s

_identifying numper for any purpose other than the purpose

described in subsection (1} of this section.”

Section 4= Section 23~2-5l4s MCAe is amended to read:

®23-2-514. Exemption from numbering provisionse A
motorboot shedd is not be required to be numbered under this
part if it is:

(1) etrecdy covered by a number in full force and
ef fact whieh that has been ewerded assigned to it pursuant
to federal law or a federally approved numbering system of
anothar states provided that such vessel shall not have been
within this state for o p:riod in excess of 60 consecutive
dayse After 50 consecutive days within this states this
state becomes the motorboat®s state of principal use and the

owner must apply for a Montana numbery certificate of
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BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:Z *“AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY THE LAW RELATING Ty BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES: AMENDING
SECTIONS 23-2-51le 23~2-512¢ Z3-2-513¢ 23-2-51l4s 23-2-529,
AND 23~2-6324 MLCA™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANMA:
Section ke Section 23-2-511y MCAy is amended to read:
®23~2-511le Operation of unnumbered motorboats

prohibited ~— display of decalse (1) Every motorboat on the

waters of this states propelled by a motor or an engliane of
any descriptions shedd gust be properly numbered and display
valid license decalse No person Bmay operate oOr give
peraission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters
unless the motorboat is numbered and displays valid license
decals in accordance with this parte +#n--ececordance with
applicable federal lawe or in-asecordance uiih a federally
approved number ing system of ancther stote and unless:

(3) the certificate of nusber ewsrded assigasd to the

-otorboatris in full force and effect; and
(b) the identifying number set forth in the

certificate of mmber and the valid license decals are
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displayed on such motorboates

(2) Any person who operates a motorboat on the waters
of this state without displaying the appropriate numbers and
license decals as required by this section is punishable by
a fine not to exceod $10« However, the arresting officer
may issue a courtesy citation in lieu of the penalty
provided for in this subsection.™

Section 2« Section 23-2-512¢ MCAe is amended to read:

®23~2-512, Identification numbere (1) The owner of
each wmotorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file
an application for number in the office of the county
treasurer where the motorboat is owned or taxable on forams
prepared and furnished by the division of wotor vehicles.
The application wheld gyst be signed by the owner of the
motorboat and shedd be accompanied by a fee of $l. Any
alterations changes or false statesent cont-ined in the
application will render the certificate of m-aer volde Upon
receipt of the application in approved forams the county
treasurer shall issue to  the applicant a certificate of
number prepared and furnished by the division of wsotor
vehiclesy stating the number awerded aggigned to the
motorboat and the name and address of the ownere

t2) Before filing the application with the county
treasurory the applicant shall submit it to the county

assessore who shall enter on the applicationy in 8 space to

-
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be provided for that purposes the market value and taxable
vi!u- of the motorboat for the yesar for which the
application for registration is made.

{3) The applicants upon the filing of the applications
shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and
the personal property taxes assessed against the motorboat
or vessel for the current year of registration before the
apﬁllcation for registration or vrvereqistration may be
accepted by the county tr:asurere

{4} Should the ownership of a motorboat changes a new
application fors with fee shel}¥ must be filed within a
reasonable time with the county treasurer and a new
certificate of nusber eworded as55igned in the same sanner as
provided for in an orliginal ewerd jasigomant of nuaber.

{5) If an agency of the United States governsent has
in force a comprehensive system of identification numbering
for motorboats in the United Statesy the nuwbering system
employed pursuant to this part by the division of sotor
vehicles she¥d ayust be in conformitye

{6) Every certificate of nusber and the 1icense decals
ewerded assigned under this part sheld-eontinue contigues in
effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner
tersinated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions
of this parte Certificates of nuaber and license decals

shedd must show the date of expiration and may be renewed by

kU

-

L W N

W @ - > W

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0005,01

the owner in the same manner provided for in the initial)
securing of the certificates

(/'l) Certificates of number shedd expire on April 30 of
each year and say not be in effect unless renewed uader this
parte

(8) In event of transfer of ownarshipe the purchaser
shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a
reasonable time of the acquisition of all or any part of his
interesty other than the creation of a security interesty in
a motorboat numbered in this state or of the 1osss theft,

destructions or abandonment of the motorboate. The transfers

. Tosse thefty destructions or abandonment tersinates the

certificate of nusber for the motorboat. Recovery from theft
or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the
owner®s right to operate the motorboat does not terminate
the certificate of nuambere

{9) A holder of a certificate of nusber shall notify
the county treasurer within reasonable time if his address
no longar conforms to the address appearing on the
certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new
address. The division of motor vehicles may provide by rule
for the surrender of the certificate bearing the forser
address and its replacement with a certificate bearil;g the
new address or the aiteration of an outstanding certificate

to show the n2w address of the holdere

-ty
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{10} (3} The number ewerded assigned must be painted

‘on or attached to each outboard side of the forward half of

the wsotorboat ory if there are no such sidesy at a
corresponding location on both outboard sides of the
foredeck of the motorboat. The numbar swerded aisignad shedd
aust read from left to righty-de in Arabic numeralsy—4n and
block characters of good proportion at least 3 inches tall
excluding border or trime of a color that contrasts with the
color of the backgroundy and be 30 wasaintained as to be
clearly visible and legibles The number may not be placed on
the obscured underside of the flared bow where it cannot be
easlly seen from another vessel or ashore. No numeralss
letterse or devicasy other than those used in connection
with the identifying nusber issuedy may be placed in the
proximity of the identifying number. No numerals, letterss
or devices which that wight interfere with the ready
jdentification of the sotorboat by its identifying number
may be carried as to interfere with the motorboat®s
identifications No nuwber other than the nusber and license
dacal awerded assigoed to a motorboat or granted reciprocity
under this part shel?d may be paintedy attacheds or otherwlise
displayed on ecither side of the forward hslf of the
motorboat.

(b) The certificate of number shall be pocket size and

avallable to federals statey or local Vaw enforcement
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officers at all reasonable times for inspection on the
motorboat whenever the motorboat is on waters of this statee

{¢c) Boat liveries are not required to have the
certificate of number on board each motorboats but a rental
agreement woust be carried on board Vivery motorboats in
place of the certificate of numbere

(11) Fees collected under ¢this section shall be
transmitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the
fees in the sotorboat certificate idemtification account of
an carsarked revenue fund. These fees shall be used oMy for
the administration and enforcement of this parte as amended.

{12) An owner of a motorboat must within a reasonable
time notify the division of wotor vehicless giving the
aotorboat®s identifying nusber and the owner®s name when
that motorboat becomes documented as a vessel of the United
States or is transferreds losty destroyeds abandoneds oOr
frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal
use."

Section 3. Section 23-2-5134 NCAy is amended to read:

®23-2-513. Dealer®s” identification nuaber. (1) A
dealer or manufacturer may apply directly . to the division of
motor vehicles for one tdentifying number and one or more
certificates of nusbere A dealer's of manufacturer®s
tdentifying number shall be displayed on his boat while the

boat is operating for o purpose related to the puying,

SBé
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sellings of exchanging of the boat by the dJdealer or
manufacturer. _

{2) The application for a dealer®s or manuficturer's
identifying nuaber sheld gust include his name and business
adoress. Each dealer or wmamufacturer will have one
identifying number assigned to his business.

{3) An application for dealer®s or wmsanufacturer®s
identifying number and <certificate of number msust Dbe
accompanied by the following fees:

{a) for the identifying numbery first certificate of
numberes and set of license decalsy $53

{d) for each additional certificate of number and set
of license decals applied for in any applicationy 32.

{#) The division of wm=otor vehicles shall issue
certificates of number for the identifying numbers swsrded
assigoed to a dealer or manufacturer in the same samner as
provided in 23-2-512(1) and {10)s as amended, except that no
boat shald aay be described in the certificate and each
certificate shedd gust state that the identifying number has
been owarded assigned to a dealer or samnufactureres A
dealer®s or manufacturer®'s certificate of number expires on
April 30 of the year for which it is issuedes

(5) A dealer®s or manufacturer®s identifying number
shall be displayed in the same =manner as provided in

23-2-~512(10)y as amendedsy except that the number may be
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temporarily attached. Tha last three letters shall ba “DLR®
for dealer and "MFR® for manufacturere These letters shall
be includeds respectivelyes in dealer or manufacturer
identification numbers onlye

{6) No person other than 3 dealer or manufacturer or
an employee of a dealer or manufacturer may display or use a
dealer®s or manufacturer®s identifying numbere A dealer®s or
manufacturer®s identifying numsber may be displayed only on
motorboats owned by the dealer or manufacturere

{7} No dealer or sanufacturer or esployee of a dealer

or manufacturer way use a dealer®s or mamufacturer®s

 tdentifying number for any purpose other than the purpose

described in subsection (1) of this section.™

Section 4« Section 23-2-514s MCAs Iis assended to read:

"23-2~514. Exemption from numbering provisions. A
motorboat shedd j§ not be required to be numbered under this
part if it is:

{1) seiresdy covered by a number in full force and
ef fect whieh that has been awerded assigoned to it pursvant
to federal law or a federally approved nusbering system of
ancthar states provided that such vessel shall not have been
within this state for a priod in excess of 60 consecutive
dayse After 60 consecutive days within this state-. this
state becomes the motorboat®s state of principal use and the

owner must apply for o Montana numbery certificate of
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numberes and license decal.

t2) a motorboat from a country other than the United
States temporarily usin,) the waters of this state;

{3) & wotorboat whose owner is the United Statesy a
statey or subdivision thereof;

{#) a ship®s lifeboate"

Section 5« Section 23-2-529, MCAs Is amended to rcad:?

w23-2-529%« MWater skis and surfboardse (1) No person
W3y operate a motorboat or vessel on any waters of this
state for the purpose of towing & person or persons on water
skise 3 surfboarde or similar device eor—-other——contrivance
unless the operator Is at Teast 12 years of age and there Is
a second persons at least 12 years of ages in the vessel e¢o
ect-n3—observer to observe the person being towoed.

{2} No person may engage in waterskiinges surfboardings
or similar activity or towing some other contrilvances at any
time betwaen the hours from } hour after sunset to 1 hour
before sunrisesy except that this subsection does not apply
to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a
person engaged in 3 regattd or race authorized under this
parte

{3) A1} right-of-way rules applying to the 2 towing
vessel sha¥t apply to 3 porsco beiny towede™

Section 5e Section 23-2-632y MCAy is amended to read?

#23-~2-632. Unlawful operation on streets and highwayse
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431 It is unlawful for eny 3 person to drive-er operate eny
a snhowmobile wapen op 3 public street or highway in—any-ene
or-were-of-the-fotlowing-monners:

t¥4a) at a rate of speed greater than provided by law
for motor wehicles;

t24ib) while under the influence of - intoxicating
tiquor or narcotics or habit-forming drugs;

99¥Ic) In a careless or vrveckless manner so 25 to
endanger the person or -property of another or to cause
injury or damage to either; or

Loy if that gperson Dby rvaasepn of age or senta) or

safely under the prevailiog clrcusstancass

t4302) It is uolawful operstion—of-——a--snowmobite——or
permiteing—sueh to permit the operation of a3 spowsahile on d
public _street or highway by sny a person who by reason of
age of physical or mental disability is incapable of
operating the snowmobile as—required—for—sefety zafely under
the prevailing circumstancese"

-Enc—
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SENATE BILL NO. 6
INTRODUCED BY GALT

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISS IONER

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
CLARIFY THE LAW RELATING TO BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 23-2-511e 23-2-512+ 23-2-513¢ 23-2-514y 23-2-529,

AND 23-2-632¢ MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANMA:
Section l« Section 23-2-5lls MCAs is amended to read:
®23-2-51t. Operation of umumbered motorboats

prohibited -- display of decalse (1) Every motorboat on the

waters of this states propelled by 2 motor or an engine of
any descriptions shald pust be properly numbered and display
valid license decals. No person may operate or give
permission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters
unless the motorboat is numbered and displays valid license
decals in accordance with this partes #n--sccordance with
applicable federal! laws Or +n-secordence with 3 federally
approved numbering system of another state and unless:

{a) the certificate of number swerded assigned to the
motorboat is in full force and effect; and

(b} the identifying number set forth in the

certificate of number and the valid license decals are
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displayed on such motorboate.

{2) Any person who operates a motorboat on the waters
of this state without displaying the appropriate nuabers and
license decals as required by this section is punishable by
a fine not to exceed $i0. However, the arresting officer
may issue a courtesy clitation in lieu of the penalty
provided for in this subsectione.”

Section 2. Section 23-2-512¢ MCAs is amended to read:

"23-2-512 ldentification nuaber. (1} The owner of
each motorboat reéuifing numbering by this state shall file
an application for number in the office of the couhty
treasurer where the motorboat is owned or taxable on foras
prepared and furnished by the division of motor vehicles.
The application shedt gust be signed by the owner of the
motarboat and shed} be accompanied by a fee of S$l. Any
alterationy changer or false statesent contained in the
application will render the certificate of number void. Upon
receipt of the application in approved forme the county
treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of

nusber prepared and furnished by the division of wmotor

vehiclesy stating the nusber ewerded assigned to the

motorboat and the name and address of the ownere
(2) Before filing the application with the county
treasurery the applicant shall submit it to the county

assessores who shall enter on the applications in a space to

-2 S8 &
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be provided for that purposes the market v2lue and taxahle
value of the wmotorboat for the year for which the
application for registration is msade.

(3) The applicants ypon the filing of the applications
shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and
the personal property taxes assessed against the motorboat
or vessel for the current year of registration before the
application for registration or reregistration may be
accepted by the county treasurer.

{#) Should the ownership of a3 motorboat changes a new
application form with fee shed} gust be filed within a
reasonable time with the county treasurer and a new
certificate of number ewarded 3s335ignad in the samse manner as
provided for in an original eward assignassnt of number.

(5) 1Ff an agency of the United 5States government has
in force a comprehensive system of identification numbering
for motorboats in the United Statess the numbering system
employed pursuant to this part by the division of motor
vehicles shatd gust be in conformitye.

{6) Every cortificate of number and the license docals
swerded assigned under this part sheii-cont+nue copntinues in
effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner
terminated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions
of this parte Certificates of number and license decals

shott gust show the date of expiration and may be renewed by
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the owner in the same manner provided for in the #nitial
securing of the certificates

{7) Certificates of number shedt expire on April 30 of
each year and may not be in effect unless renewed under this
parte

{8) In event of transfer of ownershipe the purchaser
shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a
reasonable time of the acquisition of all or any part of his
interests, othaer than the creation of a security interesty in
3 wotorboat nuasbered in this state or of the losss theft,
destructions or abandonment of the motorboat. The transfers
lossy thefts destructions or abandonment terminates the
certificate of number for the motorboate. Recovery from theft
or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the
owner's right to operate the motorboat does not terminate
the certificate of numbers

[9) A holder of a certificate of nusber shall notify
the county treasurer within reasonable time if his address
no longer conforms to the address appearing on the
certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new
address. The division of motor vehicles may provide by rule
for the surrender of the certificate bearing the former
address and its replacement with a certificate bearing the
new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate

to show the new address of the holder.

. SB 6
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{10) ({a} The number awerded assignad must be painted
on or attached to each outboard side of the forward half of
the motorbocat ors f there are no such sidess at 2
corresponding location on both outboard sides of the
foredeck of the motorboat. The number swarded assigned shedd
must read from left to righty-bhe in Arabic numeralsy—+m and
block characters of good proportion at least 3 inches tal)
excluding border or trimv of a color that contrasts with the
color of the backgrounds and be sSo wmaintained as to be
clearly visible and legible. The number may not be placed on
the obscured underside of the flared bow where it cannot be
easily seen from another vessel or ashores HNo numeralse
lettersy or devicesy other than those used in connection
with the ide;tifying nuymber issuedy may be placed in the
proximity of the identifying number. No numerals: letterss
or devices whieh that might interfere with the ready
identification of the wmotorboat by its identifying number
may be carried as to interfere with the motorboat?s
identifications No number other than the number and license
decal awarded 3assigned to a motorboat or granted reciprocity
under this part shed¥ gay be painteds attacheds or otherwisc
displayed on either side of the forward half of the
motorboate

{b} The certificate of number shall be pocket size and

available to federals statees or local 1law enforcement
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officers at all reasonable times for inspection on the
sotorboat whenever the motorboat is on waters of this state.

{c) Boat liveries are not raequired to have the
certificate of number on board each motorboats but a rental
agreement wust be carried on board livery motorboats in
place of the certificate of number.

f11) Feaes <collected wunder this section shall be
transmitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the
fees in the motorboat certificate identification account of
an earmarked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for
the administration and enforcement of this party as amended.

(12) An owner of a motorboat must within a reasonable
time notify the division of wmotor wvehicless giving the
motorboat®s identifying nueber and the owner®s name when
that motorboat becomes documented as a vessel of the United
States or is transferredsy losts Jdestroyeds abandoneds or
frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal
usea."™

Section 3. Section 23-2-513¢ MCAs is amended to read:

»23-2-513. Dealer®s identification numbere (1) A
dealer or manufacturer may apply directly to the division of
motor venicles for one identifying number and one or wmore
certificates of nusber. A dealer®s or manufacturer®s
identifying number shall be displayed on his boat while the

boat s operating for a purpose related to the buyings

-6- S8 &
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sellings or exchanging of the boat by the deater or
manufacturer.

(2) The application for a dealer*s or wanufacturer®s
identifying number sha¥¥ gpust include his name and business
addresss Each dealaer or manufacturer will have one
identifying number assigned to his business.

{3) An application for dealer®'s or manufacturer®s
identifying nusber and certificate of number must be
accompanied by the following fees:

{a} for the identifying numbery first certificate of
numbers and set of license decalss $%;

(b} for each additional certificate of number and set
of license decals applied for in any spplications 32.

(4) The division of wotor vehicles shall issue
certificates of numsber for the identifying numbers ewerded
assigoed to a3 dealer or sanufacturer in the same mamer as
provided in 23-2-512(1) and {10)s as amendeds except that no
boat shedd pay be described in the certificate and each
certificate sha¥? gust state thst the identifying nusber has
been eworded assigned to a dealar or wsanufacturer. A
dealer®'s or manufacturer®s certificate of number expires on
April 30 of the year for which it is issued.

{5} A dealer®s or manufacturer®’s identifying number
shall be displayed in the same wmanner as provided in

23-2-%512(10)+ as amended. except that the number wmay be
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temporarily attached. The last three letters shall be "DLR™
for dealer and "MFR™ for manufacturer. These letters shall
be includeds respectivelys in dealer or manufacturer
identification numbers onlys

(6) Mo person other than a dealer or manufacturer or
an employee of a dealer or manufacturer may display or use a
dealer®s or manufacturer's identifying number. A dealer®s or
manufacturer*s identifying nueber may be displayed only on
motorboats owned by the dealer or manufacturere.

(T} HNo dealer or manufacturer or employee of a dealer
ar manufacturer wmay use a dealer's or wmanufacturer®s
identifying nusber for any purpose other than the purpose
described in subsection (1) of this section.”

Section &« Section 23-2-514¢ MCAs is amended to read:

®23-2-514. Exemption from numbering provisionse A
motorboat she¥d js not be required to be numbered under this
part If it is:

(1) edrendy covered by a number in full force and
ef fect whieh that has been swerded assigned to it pursuant
to federal law or a federally approved numbering system of
another states provided that such vessel shall not have been
within this state for a period in excess of 60 consecutive
dayse After 60 consecutive days within this states this
state becowes the motorboat's state of principal use and the

owner must apply for a Montana number, certificate of

-B- 5B &6
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numbers and license decal.

{2) a motorboat from a country other than the United
States temporarily using the waters of this state;

{3) a motorboat whose owner is the United States: 2
states or subdivision thereof;

(#} a ship's lifeboat."

Section Se Section 23-2-529+ MLAy is amended to read:

n23-2-529. Water skis and surfboardse (1} No person
may operate a wmotorboat or vessel on any waters of this
state for the purpose of towing a person Or persons on water
skise a surfboards or similar device or--other--eontrivance
unless the operator is at least 12 years of age and there is
a second persons at least 12 years of ages in the vessel to
sct-as-observer to observe the person being towed.

{2) No person may engage in waterskiings surfboardinge
or similar activity or towing some other contrivances at any
time between the hours from 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour
before sunrises except that this subsection does not apply
to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a
person engaged in a reqatta or race authorized under this
parte

{3) AN right-of-way rules applying to the 3 towing
vessel sha¥} apply to a person being towede”

Section b« Section  23-2-632¢ MCAy is amended to read:

®23-2-5632. Unlawful operation on streets and highways.
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£1) It is unlawful for eny 3 person to drive-or operate eany
a snowmobile wpon gn a public street or highway +n-any-one
or-more-cf-the-foliowing-menners:

t+¥ia) 3t a rate of speed greater than provided by law
for motor vehicles;

+23(b) while wunder the influence of intoxicating
liquor or narcotics or habit-forming drugs;

+3¥4{€]l in a careless or reckless manner so as to
endanger the person or property of another or to cause
injury or damage té either; or

1d)__if that parsop by _reason of _ags or septal or
physical disability is._iocapable of operating the snowmobile
safaly under the prevailing cirqumstancesa

44302} 1t _is unlanful eperetion--of--e--snowmebite--or
perartting-sueh 10 permit the operation of a_spowmohile gn_a
gublic_ street _or highway by eny 2 person who by reason of
age or physical or wmental disability is incapable of
operating the snowmobile es-required-for-safety safgly under
the prevailing circumstances.”

-End-
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