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SENATE BILL NOo 6 

INTRODUCED SY 

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMiSSIONER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT 10 GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE l.AW RELATING Ft BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; AIENDJMG 

SECTIONS 23-2-511o 23-~512o 23-Z-513o 23-Z-51~, Z3-Z-5Z9o 

ANO 23-2-632 0 MCA.D 

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 14DNTAIIA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511o MCAe Is aaanded to read: 

•zJ-Z-511. Operation of unnullbered artorboats 

prohibited-- display of decals. (1J Every .atorbOat on the 

~aters of this state, propelled by a .ator or an engine of 

any description, ~ ~ be properly nu.bered and display 

valid linense decals. No person .. y operate or give 

pereission for the operation of any aotorboat on sUCh ~aters 

unless the aotorboat is nu•bered and displays valid license 

decals In accordance ~ith this part• ~-~--lie· with 

applicable federal law, or +ft-seeerdanee.with a federally 

approved nu•bering syst~ of another state and unless: 

(a) the certificate of nu•ber ••• de1ll iiSiiW'@d to the 

motorboat is in full force and effect; and 

(b) the identifying nuaber set forth In the 

certificate of 11U8ber and the valid license cMcals are 
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displayed on such aotorboat• 

(2) Any person who operetes a aotorboat on the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate nuabers and 

license decals as required by this section is puntshable by 

a fine not to ~ceed 110. However, the arresting officer 

eay Issue a courtesy citation In lieu of the penalty 

provided for in this subsection.• 

section z. Section 23-2-51.2• MCAti Is a.ended to read: 

•zJ-2-512. Identification nu.ber. C1) The owner of 

each .otorboat requiring nuabering by this state shall file 

an application for nUIIber in the office of the county 

treasurer where ~he .otorboat Is owned or taxable on foras 

prepared and furnished by the division of •otor vehicles. 

The application 'elteM .aat. be signed by the o-.- of the 

IIOtorbOat and ,._.. be acco•panle~ by a fee of 11. Any 

alteret.iono changao or false stat-nt contaiiMCI in t:he 

application •Ill render the certificate of nu~er void. upon 

receipt of the application In approved for•• the county 

trea5urer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of 

nu~r prepared and furnished by the division of •otor 

viBhlcles, stating the nu•ber awtWdlle to the 

aotorboat and the na.e and address of the owner. 

(Z) Before filing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall sub•lt it to the county 

a•sessor, Mho shall enter on the application, in a space to 

-z-
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fo~ that pu~poseo the aa~ket value and taxable 

.otorboat for the year fo~ vhlch the 

application fo~ ~egist~ation is eade. 

{3• The applicanto upon the filing of the application, 

shall pay to the county t~easu~e~ the ~.gist~ation fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the .otorboat 

o~ vessel for the cu~~ant year of ~esist~atlon befo~e the 

application fo~ ~egist~ation o~ ~ereqist~atlon ady be 

accepted by t~ county tr~asurer. 

(-\• Should the owrw.rship of • aoto~boat cl'wtngeo a ne-. 

application fore ~it~ fee she+• ~1 be filed ~lthln a 

~easonable tl .. -.ith the county t~easu~e~ and a ne .. 

ce~tificate of nuebe~ ewer~ 4ss!gaed In the sa.- eanner as 

p~ovlded for in an orlgin~l ewerd asslgo.&Dt of nu~~. 

(5• If .m agency of the united States gover-nt has 

In force a c~p~ehenslve sy5t- of identificat.lon nullberlng 

to~ 110to~boat.s in the United States, the nu.cMt~ ing 5ystee 

eaployed pu~suant to this part by the division of .otor 

vehicles ettet+ ~ be In conforelty. 

{6) Evel"y certificat .. of nueber and thot 1 icense decals 

e-.erded assjgoed under this pa~t ~~• eentinee cggtlnyes In 

effect for a pe~lod not to exceed 1 yea~ unless ~~ 

terelnat.ed o~ discontinued In acco~dance -.Jth the provisions 

of this pd~t. Ce~tificates of nu~~ and license decals 

stte++ ~ show the date of expi~ation and eay be ~en-ed by 
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the owner In the sa- eanne ~ pr ov I dad 

~ecurlng of ~he certifica~e~ 

fo~ in the initial 

(7) Cen.ificates of nuaber ~~ expi~e on April 30 of 

each year and eay no~ be in effect unless ~ene..ed under this 

pa~t. 

(8) 1n even~ of transfer of ownership, the purchaser 

shall fu~nosh the county t~easure~ notice within a 

~eason.eble t •e of t.11e ac•jUisition of all or any pa~t of his 

int.erest. 0 oth~-~ th<~n lhO: '-re• tion of a secu~ity interes~, in 

a eotorboat 1umbe~ed in tois state o~ of the loss, theft, 

destruc~iono or abandon•ent of the aoto~boat. The ~~ansfero 

loss, thef~, dest~uctlono o~ abandon••n~ te~ainates the 

ce~tificate of nuabe~ fo~ the aot.orboat. Recove~y fro• theft 

o~ transfe~ of a part inte~est that does not affect the 

owner•s ~ight to operate the moto~boat does not te~•inate 

the ce~tlficat.e of nuDbe~. 

(9) A holder of a ce~tificate of nueber shall notify 

the> county tre .. surer -.i~hin ~edsonable ti.., if his dddress 

no Ionge~ confor•s to the address appea~lng on the 

certificate and furnish the county t~easu~e~ vith his new 

add~ess. The division of •otor vehicles eay p~ovide by rule 

to~ the su~~ende~ of the ce~tificate bearing the fo~eer 

add~ess and its replaceeent with a ce~tificate bearing the 

n··w address or the alterot ion of an outstanding ce~tificate 

to show the new add~ess of the holde~. 

--\-
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(10) (a) The nu~ber ewe~d&d assigned .ust be painted 

on or attached to each o~tboa,-d side of the forward half of 

the .oto,-boat o,., if ther~ ar~ no such sides, at a 

corresponding location on both outboard sides of the 

foredeck of the aotorboat. The nuaber ewardeil __ 

~ read froa left to f"i]hty-&e in Arabic nu.arals.-+n ~ 

block characters of good pf"oportion at least 3 Inches tall 

excluding border Of" tf"lay of a color that contrasts with the 

color of the backg,-ouncty and be so aalntained as to be 

clearly visible and legible. The nuaber aay not be placed on 

the obscured underside of the flared bow vhere It cannot be 

easily seen froa dnother vessel or ashore. No nu.eralse 

letters. of" devicesy othe,- than those used In connection 

with the identifying nuMber issuedy aay be placed in the 

proxiaity of the identifying ouaber. No nu.erals, letterse 

or devices wh+ch that ulght interfere with the ready 

identification of the motorboat by its identifying nu~er 

may be carried as to interfe,-e with the .otorboat•s 

identification. No number other than the nuabef" and license 

decal awa16ed assigned to a aatorboat or granted reciprocity 

under this part ~ .aJ be painted, attached, or otherwise 

displayed on either side of the forward half of the 

.otorboat. 

Cbr The certificate of nu..t>er shall be pocket size and 

available to federal, state, or local law enforceaent 
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off leers at all reasonable ti-s for Inspect! on on the 

aotorboat whenever the .atorboat Is on waters of this state. 

Cc) Boat liveries are not required to h~ve the 

certificate of number on ~ard &dCh aotorboat, but a rental 

aqr--nt MISt be carried on board 1 ivory 110torbc>ats In 

place of the certificate of nuabero 

(11) Fees collected under this section shall be 

trans•itted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

fees in t.he ..atorboat. certificate identification account. of 

an ~ar•arked revenue fund. These fees shell be used only ~or 

the a<bllnistration and enforc-ent of this parto as a.ended. 

(lZ) An owner of a .ot.orboat aust within a reasonable 

tiae notify the division of .nor vehicles. giving the 

aotorboat•s identifying nu•ber and the ovner•s naae when 

that. .,torboat beco-s docu-raed as a vessel of the United 

States or Is tr~lsferred, lost, destroyed, abandoned, or 

frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal 

use.• 

Section 3· Section 23-2-513, HCAo is aaended to read; 

•z3-2-513. Oealer•s i dent.i f lcati on nu~r. (1) A 

dealer or adnufacturer aay apply directly to the division of 

•otor vehicles for one Identifying nuaber and of"l8 or aore 

certificates of nuaber. A dealer•s or •anufacturer•s 

Identifying nuaber shall be displayed on his boat while the 

boat is operating for d purpose related to the ouying9 

-6-
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1 selllnge or exchanying of the boat by the dealer or 1 teeporarily attaChed. The last three letters shall be ~aLR• 

2 --facturer. 2 ~or dealer and •MFR• for aanufacturer. These 1 ett<H"s shall 

3 (2) The application for a dealer•s or aanufdcturer•s 3 be Included, respectively, in dealer or .anufacturer 

~ identifying nuatter ~ -...t, include his nd- and business 4 identification nuabe~s only. 

5 address. Each dealer or eanufacturer will have one 5 (6) No person other than a dealer or aanufacturer or 

6 identifying ~ asslyned to his business. 6 an e~~ployee nf a dealer or -nwfact.urar eay display nr use a 

7 (3) An application for dealer•s or eanufacturer•s 7 dealer• s or 'llanufac•"urer•s identifying nu~er. A dealer•s or 

B 1 dllflt ify I ng nu.ber and certificate of nueber aust be a manufacturer's identifyiny nuaber •ay be displayed only on 

9 acco.panied by the following f-s: 9 .otorboats ONI'ed by th-d ooalr r or •anufacturer. 

10 (a) for the identifying nu.Oer 9 first certificate of 10 (7) No doc·aler or >.~aB.tf JCturer or e•p1oy- of a dealer 

11 nu~r, and set of license decals, S51 11 or ~anufacturer ~y use a dealer•s or aanufacturer•s 

12 (b) for each additional certificate of nu~r and set 12 identifying nu.oer for any purpose other than the purpose 

13 of license decals applied for in any application, s2. 13 described in subsection (lt of this section.• 

14 (4) The dlwislon of aotor vehicles shall issue 14 Section 4• Section 23-Z-514o HCA, is aaended to read: 

15 c ert.i fl ccrte 5 of nu-.ber for the idenUfyin<,~ nu.oen ••rdetl 15 •z3-2-514. Exeaption fro. nu•bering provisions. A 

16 assigned to a dealer or aanufacturer In the saae eanner as 16 .otorboat -..... l..:r. not oe required to be m•bered ooder this 

17 provided In 23-l-512(1) and (10)o as aeended9 except that no 17 part if it is: 

18 boat ~ _.. be described in the certificate and each 18 (l) already covered oy a nu.Oer in full force and 

19 certificate ~ ~ state that the identifying nuaber has 19 effect wh+eh ~ has been ewerded assigned to it pursuant 

20 been awawMit!l assjyped to a dealer or ~~anufacturer. A 2f) to federal law or a federally approved nuabering system of 

21 dealer•s or .. nufacturer•s certificate of nu~er expires on Zl anoth0r stat€o provided that such vessel shall not have been 

22 April 30 of the year for which it is issued. 22 within this state for a ~~riod in excess of 60 consecutive 

23 (5) A dealer•s or aanufacturer•s identifyln~ nuaber 23 days. After 60 consecutive days within this stdteo this 

24 shall be dlsplayeo in the ~dae Adnner as provided in 24 state becomes the .atorbOdt•s state of principal use and the 

25 23-2-512(10)• as a88nded• except that the nuaber aay be 25 o~ndr eust apply fvr a "ontana nuabero certificate of 
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nu~er, and license decal. 

(Z) a .atorboat froe a country other than the United 

States te~~porari ly us i nq the water, of this statei 

(3) a .otorboat whose owner is the United States 9 a 

state£ or subdivision thereofi 

(4) a ship•s lifeboat.• 

Section 5. Section 23-Z-529 0 MCAo Is a.ended to readz 

•23-2-529. ~ater skis and surfboards. (1) No person 

may operate a ~otorboat or vessel on any vaters of this 

state for the purpose uf towing a person or persons on water 

skis, a surfboard, or si11ilar device er- l'll!!lllt' een~rl.

unlass the operator Is at least 12 years of age and there Is 

a second person, at least 12 years of age, in the vessel ~ 

~ ebserw<!lr to observe the person being to-d. 

(2) No person eay engage in waterskiing, surfboarding• 

or sieilar activity or towing soee other contrivances at any 

tlae between the hours from 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour 

before sunrise, ~cept that this subsection does not apply 

to a perforeer engaged in a professional exhibition or a 

person engaged in a regatta or race authorized under this 

21 part. 

22 (3) All right-of-way rules applying to ~he a towing 

23 vessel ~ apply ~ a person being tgwed.• 

2't 

25 

Section o. Section 23-2-632, HCA, Is aeended to read& 

•z3-2-b32. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

-9-
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l.ll It Is unlavful for 11ftY il person to tftL~-or operate efty 

a sn-~ile apen .ao a public street or highway ~_.,--

01"--Fe-&f ~IM fM"-i~ eeMeP'I 

t~Lal at a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for eotor wehlcles; 

~~ while under the influence of intol(lcatlng 

liquor or narcotics or habit-for•lng drugs1 

~J.I;.l. in a careless or reckless aanner so as to 

endanger the person or ·property of another or to cause 

Injury or daeage to either; or 

(dk If tbot person by reasoo pf age pr .. ntal or 

pb¥sjcal dlsabtllt¥ Is IOGapahle Of apecotiOQ tba sopMaQbLla 

safel * llnd&r the preyalllog c:!rcuu,tadceh 

~u.l It. h wlawtul os-rMhm ef .- ,_._..til! -
per•itti"'9 s•dt tA per•U J.btl operation of a SOQI!I!Qbile pn a 

publ lc 1traet. or hlgbwax by t1ftY a person vho by reason of 

age or physical CK -ntal disability is incapable of 

oparat lny the snoweoo i 1 e -~....-+--~ .r.AfJU.¥ under 

the prevailing circumstances.• 

-End-

-10-
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l\N 1\C'I' TO GENERALLY REVISE AND CLARIFY THE LJ\W RELATING TO 
RECREl\'l'TON/\L VEHICLES; /\MENDING SECTIONS 23-2-511, 23-2-512, 
23-2-513, 23-2-514, 21-2-S29, 23-2-632, MCA. 

Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4. 23-2-511, 23-2-512, 23-2-513, 
23-2-514. In 1977 the legislature changed "awarding'' to 
"assigned" in the definition section (23-2-502) of a boat 
certificate number. The amendments bring the other statutes 
dealing with boat certificate numbers into conformity with 
that change. 

Section 5. 23-2-529. The words deleted from 23-2-529 
----~-

are redundant. In addition, subsection (3) is amended in 
order to clarify that a person being towed by a boat is to 
follow the same right-of-way rules that govern the operation 
of the towinq vessel. 

Section 6. 23-2-632. Subsection (4) does not follow 
--------~.-

the introductory clause 1n 23-2-632. The proposed amendment 
rcnrranges the existing statute to clarify its meaning and 
makes m.i nor grammatical changes. 



"' • 

~6~h Legislature u: 0005/01 

1 

2 

l 

It 

5 

6 

1 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1't 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21t 

25 

Ap!Jroved b 
on Fish Y Comm 

~- BILL NO. _6__ and Game. 

INTRODUCED HY 

SY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AM ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE LAW RELATING T<"l BOATS AND SNUWMl.JBILES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 23-Z-51lo 23-2-512o 23-Z-513o 23-Z-51~• 23-2-529, 

AND 23-2-632 9 MtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sec~lon Z3-2-511o ,..CAo is aaended to read: 

•23-2-511. opera~lon of unnullbered .rtorboats 

prohiaited- display of decals• (1) Every DOtorbOat on the 

wa~ers of this stateo propelled by a .ator or an engine of 

any description, she+~ ~be properly nu•bered and display 

valid license decals. ~o p~rson aay operate or give 

per•ission for the operation of any •~orboat on such waters 

unless the .otorboat is nuabered dOd displays valid license 

decals in accordancB with this parte •n--eeeerdaft~e with 

avplicable federal lawo or +n-eeee~ with a federally 

approved nu~bering syste• of another state and unless: 

(a) the certiflcatu of nuw~r ewer~ the 

11otorboat is in full fore' and ef feet; and 

(b) ~he identifyinJ number set for~h In the 

cer~lficateofnu•ber an•1 the valid license decals are 
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displayed on such .otorboa~. 

(2t Any person who operates a aotorboat on the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate numbers and 

license decals as required by this section is punishable by 

a fine not to exceed SlO· However, the arresting officer 

aay Issue a courtesy citation in lieu of the penalty 

provided for in this subs~ction.• 

Section 2• Section 23-2-512• MCA; is aaended to read: 

•23-Z-512. Identification nu•ber. (1) The owner of 

each aotorboat requiring nu•bering by this state shall file 

an dpplication for nuaber in the office of the county 

treasurer where the a:'torboat is owned CH" taxable on for•s 

prepared and furnished by the division of •~or vehicles. 

The app 1 i cation '!ttteH III.~U be signed by the owner of the 

.atorboat and 9MH be accompanied by a fee of Sle Any 

alteration, change, or false stateaent contained in the 

application ~ill render the certifica~e of nu.Oer void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved for•• the county 

~reasurer shall i~~ue to the applicant a certificate of 

nulllber prepared and furnished by the division of sotor 

vehicles• stating the number a.erde~ assjgped to the 

.atorboat and the naae and address of ~he owner. 

(2) Before filing the application with the county 

tredsurer, the applicant shall sub•it it to the county 

assessor, who shall enter on the application, in a space ~o 

-2-
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be provided for thdt ~urpose, the aoarket value and taxable 

value of the .otorboat for the year for which the 

application for registration Is •ade. 

(3) The applicant, upon the filing of the application, 

shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee dnd 

the personal property taxes assessed against the .otorboat 

or vessel for the current year of re~istratlon before the 

application for registration or reregistration ady be 

accepted by the county tr~asurer. 

[4) Should the ownership of a aotorboat change• a new 

application for• witt fee ~het~ ~ be filed within a 

reasonable ti.e with the county treasurer and a new 

certificate of nu.ber ewerd~ as5igned in the sa .. .anner as 

provided for in an or lgin•l e-" .au~IUlt of nu~r. 

(5) If an agency of the Unit-.d States goverJWent has 

in force a coaprehensive syste• of identification nuobering 

for aotorboats in the United States, the nu.tM.ring systea 

eaployed pursuant to this part by the division of aotor 

vehicles ~ ~ be in conforaity. 

(6) Every certificate of nu•ber and the license decals 

ew11rded a5sjgned und-.r this part eett eel'!til'!•e coot.ip!Je5 In 

effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless ~~ 

terainated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions 

of this part. Certificates of nu.oer and license decals 

~ ~ show the date of expiration and aay be renewed by 

-3-
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the owner in th'! ~.,..., 01anner provided for in the initial 

l securin~ of the cortificat~. 

3 (7) Certificates of nuaber 9he+~ expire on April 30 of 

.. each year and aay not be in effect unless renewed under this 

~ p.ut. 

6 (81 In event of transfer of ownership• the purchaser 

7 shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a 

8 rcasoncble ti•e of the acquisition of all or .lny part of his 

9 interest. oth~r than the creation of a security interest• in 

10 a .otorboat numbered in this state or of the loss. theft• 

11 destruction. or abandonaent of the .atorboat. The transfer• 

12 loss• theft• destruction• or abandonaent terainates the 

13 certificate of nuaber for the aotorboat. Recovery fro• theft 

... or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the 

1~ owner•s right to operate the eotorboat does not terainate 

16 the certificate of nusber. 

11 191 A holder of a certificate of nuaber shall notify 

1e th<> county treasurer within reasonable tl- if his address 

19 no longer conforas to the address appearing on the 

20 certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new 

21 ad~ress. ThG division of •otor vehicles aay provide by rule 

22 for the surrender of the certificate bearing the for.er 

23 address ana its replaceaent with a certificate bearing the 

24 new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate 

25 to show the n ?w address of the ho 1 dr,r. 

-It-
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(10) (a) The nuaber ewerdee assigned .ust be painted 

on or attached to each outboard side of the forward half of 

the .atorboat or• if ther~ are no such sides 9 at a 

corresponding locatIon on both outboard sIdes of the 

foredeck of the .otorboat. The nu.Wer e•e•tletl assigoud ~tteH 

~ read froa left to rlghty-be in Arable nuaerals~ ~ 

block characters of good proportion at least 3 Inches tall 

eKcluding border or tria. of a color that contrasts with the 

color of the backgroundy and be so aalntalned as to be 

clearly visible and legible. The nu•ber aay not be placed on 

the obscured underside of the flared bow where It cannot be 

easily seen froa another vessel or ashore. NO nu.eralst 

letters, or devlcesy other than those used In connection 

wl til Ule i denti tying nuaber lssuedy .. ay be placed In the 

proKia!ty of the identifying nuaber. No nuaerals, letters, 

or devices wh+ctl ~ ''ight interfere with th.. ready 

identif lcMion 

.,ay be carried 

I dent If !cat I on. 

of the aotorboat by it& identifying nu~er 

as to interfere with the aotorboat•s 

No number other thdn the nuaber and license 

ddcal ewerdetl dssjgoed to a •otorboat or granted reciprocity 

under this part ~ aa. be painted, attached, or otherwise 

displayed on either side of the forward half of the 

motorbQat. 

(b) The certificate of nu~er shall be pocket size and 

available to federalo stateo or local law enforceaent 
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officers at all reasonable tiaes for inspection on the 

•otorboat whenever the aotorboat is on waters of this state. 

(c) Boat liveries are not required to have the 

certificate of nuaber on ~oard each aotorboat 9 but a rental 

agree.ant .ust be carried on board livery aotorboats in 

place of the certificate of nuaber. 

(11) Fees collected under this section shall be 

transeltted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

fees in the aotorboat certificate identificatioa account of 

an ~arearked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for 

the adelnistration and enforceeent of this parte as amended. 

112) An owner of a aotorboat aust within a reasonable 

t!ae notify the division of aotor vehicles, giving the 

110torboat 0 s identifying nuaber and the owner•s naae when 

that .otorboat beco-s docu8ented as a vessel of the United 

States or Is tr~1sferred• lost, destroyed, abandoned 9 or 

frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal 

use-.• 

Section 3. Section 23-2-513 9 MCAo is aeended to read: 

•23-Z-513. Dealer's i denUficati on nullber. ( l) A 

dealer or aanufacturer aay apply directly to the division of 

aotor vehicles for one identifying nuaber and one or eore 

certificdtes of numoer. A dealer•s or aanufacturer•s 

Identifying nu•ber shall be displayed on his bOat while the 

boat is operating for a purpose related to the ouying. 

-6- 5!3 0, 
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sellinqo o~ exchan~ing of the boat by the dealer or 

manufacturer. 

(2) The application for a dealer•s or •anufJcturer•s 

identifying nu<ober ~he++ ~ include his naMe and business 

add~ess. Ec.ch dealer or •anufacturer will hav~ one 

identifying nu111ber assi<Jned to his business. 

(3) An application for dealer•s or manufacturer•s 

i dent i fyi ng nu~er and certificate of nueber aust be 

accompanied by the following fees: 

(a) for the identifying nuDbero first certificate of 

number, and set of license decals, S5; 

(b) for each additional certificate of nu•ber and set 

of license decals applied for in any application, s2. 

(4) The division of IIOto~ vehicles shall issue 

ce~tificates of number fa~ the identifyin~ nu~rs ew&r6e4 

assigned to a dealer or canufdCturer in the sa.e aonner as 

provided in 23-2-512(1) and (10) 0 as a.ended0 except that no 

boat ~he++ &a¥ be described in the certificate and each 

certificate~++~ state that the idvntifying nuaber has 

been --ded assjomed to « dealer or aanufacturer. A 

dealer•s or .anufacturer•s certificate of nuaber expires on 

April 30 of the year for which it is issued. 

(5) A dealer•s or •anufacturer•s identifying nuaber 

shall be displayed in the sa.a aanner as provided in 

23-2-512(10)• as am~ndedo except that the n~ber aay be 
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te~r.pordri ly c~tt<lched. The l<>st thr•'e letters 5hd11 bP. •uUP' 

for dealer ""'"' •KFR• for •<Onufacturer. These letters 5.h<Jll 

be includedo resvectivel 'I• in dealo:>r or -..nufacturer 

identific,ltion nullb••rs only. 

16» No person other than a dealer or ... nufacturer or 

an e•ployee of a dedl~r or •anufacturer •ay display or use a 

dealer•s or m~nufacturer•s identifying nu•ber. A dealer•s or 

•~nufacturer•s identifying nu~ber •ay be displayed only on 

110torboats owned by the ooaler or •anufacturer. 

(7• No dedler or .anufdcturer or e•ployee of a dealer 

or "'anufact.urer ..ay u5e a dedler•s or .anufacturer•s 

Identifying nuaoer for dny purpose other than the purpose 

described in subsection (1) of this section.• 

~ection 4• Section 23-2-51~. MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•?3-2-514. Exemption fro. nu•bering provisions. A 

•otorbo~t ~ef+ ~ noL ~ re~uired to be n~bered under this 

part If it is: 

(l) e+reeey covered Dy a nullber in full force and 

effect wh+eh ~ ha5. been e•~ded assigned to it pursuant 

to federal law or a federally approved nu.Oering syste• of 

anoth~r stat£o provided that such vessel shall not have been 

within thi5 5tate for a p!riod in excess of 60 consecutive 

days. After ~0 consecutive days within this stdte, thi5. 

state bee~'" the 80torbodt•s state of principal use and the 

owner .ust apply f~r a Montana nu.Oero certificate of 

-tl-
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$~~TB BILL NO. 6 

INTRODUCED KY ---'~~-~~~--------------------------------------
BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE LAM RELATIN~ Til BOATS AND SNOMWOBILES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 23-Z-511w 23-2-512• 23-2-513• 23-Z-514-w 23-2-5Z9w 

AND 23-2-63Zw II&Ae• 

BE IT ENACTED 8\' THE LEGJSLATIM.E OF TH£ STATE Of' NDNTAN.U 

Section 1. Section Z3-2-51lw MCAw Is a.ended to read: 

•23-2-511• operation of unnullbered .nor boats 

prohibited -- display of decals. [11 Every .otorbOat on the 

waters o~ this s~•• propelled by a .otor or an engine of 

any description• ~ .u.t be properly nu•bered and display 

valid 1 lcense decal•• No per•on INJ operate or give 

per•ission ~or the operation Gf any •otorboat on sUCh water• 

unless the -torboat h -llbered and displays valid Hcen

decals in accordance with this part• +n- eeeordaftee with 

applicable federal •-• or +n-aeeot'11arte4! with a federally 

approved nu~ring syst .. of another state and unless: 

(a) the certificate of nu•bo<r -de«~ assiSJled to the 

eotorboat Is in full force and effect; and 

(bJ tne identif,ing nultber set forth In the 

certificate of nueber .ad the valid license decals are 
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displayed on such .atorboat• 

(21 Any person who operates a .atorboat on the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate nuebers and 

license decals as required by this section is punishable by 

a fine not to exceed SID· However, the arresting of~icer 

•ay issue a courtesy citation in lieu of the penalty 

provided for in this subsection.• 

Section 2. Section 23-2-512• MCA• is ... nded ~o read: 

•zl-2-512. Identification nueber. (lJ The owner of 

each eotorboat requiring nuMering by this state shall file 

an application ~or nueber in the o~fice of the county 

treasurer where the .otorboat Is owned or taxable on fores 

prepared and furnished by the division of eotor vehicles. 

The appl icCition ...._t+ .an be signed by the owner of the 

eotorboat and ,fte++ be acco•panted by a fee of at. Any 

alteration• ch«~ge• or ta15e stat-nt cont•lned In the 

application will render the certificate of nu~er void. Upon 

receipt of the application In approved for•• the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant a cer~ificata of 

nueber prepared and furnished by the division of eotor 

vehlcl esw statin<J the nuaber -•r•~ awFigMd to the 

eotoiboat and the na- and address of the -r. 

(2J Before filing the application with the county 

treasurerw the applicant shall sub•it It to the county 

assessor. who shall enter on the appllcatlon9 in a space to 

-2-
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be pr-Jct.ct 

val- of the 

for tha~ purpose• the .. rket value and taxable 

.otorboat for the ,.ar for 'lhich the 

8ppllcation for reg I stratjon h INde. 

(l) The applicant, upon the filing of the application, 

shall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and 

t:he perse~Wl property t:axes assessed -.Jnst: t:he .c)torboat: 

or vessel for the current year of Feglst:ratlon before the 

application for registration or reregistration .. y 

accepted by the county trJasurer. 

be 

(4) Should the ownership of • 8Dtorboat cMflge, a ,...,. 

application ~ora vlth fee ~et~ ~ be filed Mlthln a 

reasonable ·tl- with the county treasurer and a n-

certificate of nu.ber _ _..._ell ••dgactl In the sa- ••-r as 

provided for in an orlgin~l .._. il•"'_.ot. of nulllber. 

(S) If an agency of ~he Uni~ed States gover-rtt has 

In force a c-prehenslve syst- of ldent.ificatlon nullberl~ 

for .atorboats in the United States, the nulllber lng systea 

e8Ployed pursuant: to this part by the division of .ator 

vehicles ~ ~ be In confor•lt:y. 

(6) Every certificate of nullber and the 1 icense decals 

awardee assjgned under this part ehell eentinee cgntinues In 

effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless ,_ 

terol nated or d I scant i nued In accorcance wl th the prov I s Ions 

of this par~. Certifica~es of nu.oer and license decals 

,..... .-.n shov the date of expiration and -y be renewed by 
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the o-.. In the sa- aanner provided for In the Initial 

securing of ~he certlficat~. 

Cl) Certificates of nuaber ~ expire on April ~0 of 

each year and eay no~ be in effect unless r-ewed under this 

part. 

(I) In e.-nt· of transfer of ownership• the purchaser 

shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a 

rBASOI1Cible u .. of the ac•1ui r.i tlon of all or any part of his 

in~erer.t 9 o~her than the creation of a security lnterer.t• in 

a .otorboat nllllbered In this ·state or of the loss, theft• 

destruction• or abandonaent of the aotorboat. The transfer, 

loss. theft• destruction• or abandon•ent ter•inates the 

certlfica~e of nu~r for ~he aotorboat. Recovery froa theft 

or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the 

owner•s rl9ftt: to operate the motorboat d-s not ter•inate 

the certificate of number. 

(~t A holder of a cer~ificate of nuaber shall notify 

the county treesurer within reasonable tl .. If his address 

no longer confor•s to the address appearing on the 

certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new 

address. The division of aotor vehicles •ay provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foraer 

address and its replaceaent with a certificate bearing the 

new address or the alteration of an outstandin9 certificate 

to shaN the n~w address of the holder. 

-~-
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(10) (a) The nu•ber --~ asalmed -..st be painted 

on or attached to each outboard side of the for~ard half of 

the .otorbodt or, If ther~ are no such sides• at a 

corresponding location on both outboard sides of the 

foredeck of the .atorboat. The nu.ber -•retell ••sfSJMd flteH 

lUlU. read fro• left to rlght¥-ee in Arabic nu-ra1s.--HI ~ 

block characters of good proportion at least 3 Inches tall 

ex~luding border or trl-. of a color that contrasts ~lth the 

color of the backgroun~ and be so .. lntalned as to be 

clearly visible and legible. The nuaber eay not be placed on 

the obscured underside of the flared bow where It cannot be 

easily seen fro• another vessel or ashore. NO nuaeralst 

letters, or devices• other than those used In connection 

~lth the Identifying n..-er lssuedy •ay be placed In t:ha 

proxl•lty of the Identifying ~ere No nu•erals, letters, 

or devices llh9etl u.at 11lght. Interfere ~ith the ready 

Identification of the .atorboat: by Its Identifying nuaber 

•ay be carrled as to interfere wld'l the IIO't:orboat•s 

Identification. No nullber other thctn the nu•ber and 1 lcense 

dQ~al awarded dssigoed to a aotorboat or granted reciprocity 

under this part ~ ... be painted, attached, or other~lse 

displayed on el~r side of the forward half of the 

actor boat. 

Cb) The certificate of nullber shall be pocket size and 

available to federal• state, or local 1 aw enforc-ent: 
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officers at all rea&onable ti-s for inSpection on the 

aotorboat whenever the aotorboat is on waters of this state. 

(c) Boat: liveries are not required to have the 

certificate of nullber on ~ard each .atorboat• but a rental 

agr-aent: ... st be carried on board 1 ivery .atorboats in 

place of the certificate of nuaber. 

U 1) Fees coll ectad under thi s section shall be 

tran-1 tted to the state tre-urer ~ho shall deposl t the 

f-s in the .atorboat certificate I dent: if ication account of 

an ear•arked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for 

the adllinlst:rat:ion and .. forc-nt: of this part1 as a-nded. 

(1Z) An owner of a aotorboat .ust within a reasonable 

tl.a notify the division of aot:or vehi~les, giving the 

.otorboat.•s ldentlfylng nu.-ber and the owner•s na- when 

that 80torboat ~s doc-nted as a vessel of the United 

States or Is transferred, lost:, destroyed, abandoned, or 

frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal 

use.• 

Section 3. Section 23-2-513• NCAt is a.ended to read: 

•z3-2-513· Dealer•s · Identification Rllllber. ( 1) A 

dealer or aanufacturer •av apply directly.to the division of 

-tor vehicles for one ldenti fy ing nullber and - or •ore 

certificates of nuaber. A dealer•s or •anufact:urer•s 

Identifying nuaber shall De displayed on his bOat while the 

boat Is operating for a purpose related to the ouylng. 

-6-
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selling. or exchanging uf the boat by the dealer or 

•anufacturer. 

(2) The application for a dealer's or aanuf~cturer 1 s 

identifying number ~e++ ~ include his na.e and business 

address. E.c:h dealer or aa~a~facturer will have one 

Identifying nu•ber assigned to his business. 

(3) An application for dealer's or aanufacturer•s 

identifying nullber and certl f lcate of nu.ber .ust be 

acco.panied by the following fees: 

(a) for the identifying nuabero first certificate of 

nuMber, and set of license decalso 15& 

(b) for each additional certificate of nu.o&r and set 

of license decals applied for in any appllcation1 12. 

(It) The division of aotor vehicles shall issue 

certificates of nu.-ber for the identifying nullbers 

assigned to a dealer or -nufacturer in the s-• -nner as 

provided in 23-2-512(1) and {10)• as -.ndad1 except that no 

boat ~ aax be described in the certificate and each 

certificate ~ ~ state that the identifying nuaber has 

been --deif a$sivoed to a dealer or aanufacturer. A 

dealer•s or aanufacturer•s certificate of nu~r expires on 

April 30 of the year for which it is Issued. 

15) A dealer's or •anufacturer•s identifying nuaber 

shall be displayed in the saae aanner as provided in 

23-2-512(10)o as amendedo except that the nuaber •ay be 
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teeporarlly attaChed· The last three letters shall b8 •DLR• 

for dealer and •MFR• for ednufacturer. These letters shall 

be lncludedo respectlvelyo In dealer or aanufacturer 

ident. If I C·lH on nullber s only. 

{6) No person other than a dealer or aanufacturer or 

an eaployee of a dealer or eanufacturer •ay dl splay or use a 

dealer's or •anufacturer•s identifying nueber. A dea1er•s or 

.anufacturer•s identifylnq nueber •ay be displayed only on 

eotorboats owned by the dealer or •anufacturer. 

ff) No dealet" or -rufacturer or eaploy- of a dealer 

or sanufact.urer .ay use a dealer•s or aanufacturer•s 

Identifying nu.oer for any purpose ather than the purpose 

described in subsection (1) of this section.• 

Section ~. Section 23-2-Sl~o MCAo Is ... nded to read: 

•23-2-51~. Exe1111t ion fr- nu•berlng provisions. A 

eotorboat 11fte4+ a not. ee required t.o be nuabered under this 

part If it is: 

UJ --.--.----T covered by a nullber In fall force and 

effect. wtl+eh Ui.il.t has been aulgped to it pursuant 

to federal law or a federally approved nuebering srst- of 

anoth~r st.atEo provided that. such vessel shall not have been 

within this state for a p~riod in excess of 60 consecutive 

days. After 60 consecutive days within this stateo this 

state be~s the eotorb~•t.•s state of principal use and the 

own~r •ust apply f~r o Hont.ana nueber, certificate of 

-8-
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nu~r. and license decal. 

(2) a .atorboat froe a country other than the United 

States te~~porari ly usin·l the waters of this state; 

(3) a .atorboat whose owner is the united Statese a 

states or subdlvisign thereof; 

(~) a ship•s lifeooat.• 

Section s. 

•23-2-s29. 

Section Z3-2-529e MCAo Is a .. nded to r~ad: 

Water skis and surfboards. (1) No person 

IICIJ operate a IIOtorboat or vessel on an., t~~ate.-s of this 

state for the purpose of towing a person or persons on water 

skis. a surfboardo or sllallar device - Miler •-trl•l!ftce 

unless the operator Is at least 12 .,.ars of ~e and there Is 

a second persone at least 12 .,ears of age• In the vessel to 

eet: •• obsener to observe the person ltelng t<Ned. 

(2) No person aay engage In watersklinge surfboarding• 

or si•ilar activity or t.o.ln~ so.e other contrivances at any 

tl- bet.111een the hours froa 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour 

before sunrise. -capt. t.Mt. this subsection does not. apply 

to a perforeer engaged in a professional exhibition or a 

person engaqed In a regatta or race authorized und~r this 

part.. 

22 (3) All right-of-•ay rules applying to t~ a to..ing 

23 vessel •~ apply ~ 4 pgr5op below ~-· 

2~ Section be Sect~ 23-2-63Zo MCAo Is a~nded to read& 

25 •23-2-632. Unlawful oper.tlon on streets and hlqht~~ays• 
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~ It Is un1at~~ful for any 4 person to •rt~e er operate any 

4 snow.ablle ~~a public street or high111ay +n-eny-ene 

-~tte-ofelot-ew+~ aeno.ers: 

t+t~ at a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for aotor wehiclesi 

~lbl while under the influence 

liquor or narcotics or hablt-for•ing drugs; 

tst'~ In a careless or reckless 

of · intoxicating 

aanner so as to 

endanger the person or . property of another or to cause 

Injury or da.age to either; or 

(d) if that. panm h re.as,po pf 118• ·gr 1enu1 or 

pbrslcat dl$4bilit.¥ is •nc•pabJ• or operating tho sopvwQbila 

5afelr und9r th• prevailing clrcu•stadct5a 

t4-tal. It. Is tMilawful operation of e- anowMbile -.

per•it:elng •••~ to per•it. tbe operation qf • •DOMeoQile on a 

publiC 5traet or ·higbw~r by any a person Mho b'f reason of 

age or ph'fSical or aental disability is incapable of 

operating t.he s-IIObi le as reqtti_...f'er .. ,.~, ufe1.¥ under 

the prevailing clrcu•stances.• 

-End-

-lo-
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SENATE BILL NO. b 

INTRODUCED BY GALT 

BY REQUEST OF THE COOE COMMISSIONER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

CLARIFY THE LAW RELATING TO BOATS AND SNOWMOBILES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 23-2-511• 23-2-S12• 23-2-513• 23-2-514• 23-2-529• 

AND 23-2-632• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-511• MCA, is a .. nded to read: 

•23-2-511. operation of unnullbered .otorboats 

prohibited -- display of decals. (1) Every •otorboat on the 

waters of this state• propelled by a .ator or an engine of 

any description• flle-H- 8IAt. be properly nu•bered and display 

valid license decals. No person •ay operate or give 

permission for the operation of any .atorboat on such waters 

unless the motorboat is nu•bered and displays valid license 

decals in accordance with this parto +ft--eeeo~ with 

applicable feoeral lawo or +n-eeeordenee with a federally 

approved nu•berlng syste• of another state and unless: 

(a) the certificate of nu~r ew8r~ as$1goed to the 

ftotorboat is in full force and effect; and 

(b) the identifying nu•ber set forth In the 

certificate of nu•ber and the valid license decals are 
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displayed on such .atorboat. 

(2) Any person who operates a .atorboat on the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate nu•bers and 

license decals as required by this section is punishable by 

a fine not to exceed 110· However, the arresting officer 

•ay issue a courtesy citation In lieu of the penalty 

provided for in this subsection.• 

Sec~ion z. Section 23-Z-512o MCA• Is a-ended ~o read: 

•z3-Z-51Z. Identification nu.ber. (1) The owner of 

each .otorboat requiring nuftbering by this state shall file 

an application for nuftber in the office of the couhty 

treasurer where the .otorboat Is owned or taxable on foras 

prepared and furnished by the division of .otor vehicles. 

The application s~e~t 8U1L be signed by ~he owner of the 

.otorboat and ~-·~ be acc~panled by a f.. of 11. Any 

alteration, chanqe, or false stata.ent contained in the 

application will render the certificate of nu•ber void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved for•• the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of 

nu•ber prepared and furnished by the division of .ator 

vehicleso stating the nu•ber awarded a,s;gn•d to the 

.otorboat and the na.e and address of the ovner. 

(2) Before ftling the application with the county 

treasurer. the applicant shall sub•lt it to the county 

assessor• who shall enter on the application, in a space to 
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be provided for that purpose. the aarket y.,,,.,. ~nrl • ~1nt>lP 

value of the .otorboat for the year for which the 

application for registration Is aade. 

(3) The appl.icant. upon the fi 1 inq of the appl icationo 

shall pay to the county treasurer the re9istratlon fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the aotorboat 

or vessel for the current year of registration before the 

application for registration or reregistration .ay 

accepted by the county treasurer. 

be 

(~) Should the ownership of a eotorboat change, a new 

application fora vith fee whe+l ~ be filed within a 

reasonable ti.. with the county treasurer and a new 

certificate of nu.ber .. ~ aasigned in the sa .. aanner as 

provided for In an original ... P4 41sjgneant of nuaber. 

(St If an agency of the united States governaent has 

in force a coaprehensive systea of Identification nuabering 

for .otorboats In the United States• the nuabering systea 

eaployed pursuant to this part by the division of .ator 

vehicles wha+l ~ be in conforaity. 

f6) Every certificate of nuaber and the license decals 

ewe~d@d ~~ under this part shel+-~+nae coptjnyes in 

effect for a period not to exceed 1 year unless soone~ 

terainated or discontinued in accordance with the provisions 

of this part. Certificates of nuaber and license decals 

she++ ~ show the date of expiration and •ay be renewed by 
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the own~r in the sa .... nner provided for in the initial 

securing of the certifl<ate. 

(7) Certificates of nu.oer she++ expire on April 30 of 

each y~ar and aay not be in effect unless renewed unde~ this 

part. 

( 8) In ev_ent 

shall furnish the 

of transfer of ovnership, the purchaser 

county treasurer notice within a 

reasonable tiae of the acquisition of all or any part of his 

Interest. other tban the creation of a security interest. in 

a •otorboat nuebered in this state or of the loss. thefto 

destruction, or abanaon..nt of the aotorboat. The transfer. 

loss, theft, destruction, or abandonaent terainates the 

certificate of nu.Oer for the aotorboat. Recovery froa theft 

or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the 

owner•s right to operate the aotorboat does not ter•inate 

the certificate of nUMber. 

191 A holder of a certificate of nuaber shall notify 

the county treasurer vithin reasonable ti.e if his address 

no lon9er conforas to the address appearing on the 

certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his new 

address. The division of aotor v•hicles aay provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foraer 

address and its replaceaent with a certificate bearing the 

new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate 

to show the new address of the holder. 

_.,_ 
SB 6 



2 

3 

4 

s 

b 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1'> 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0006/02 

(10) (a) 1ne nu•ber awePde8 assjgnad •ust be painted 

on or attached to each outboard side of the forward half of 

the motorboat or. if there are no such sides. at a 

corresponding location on both outboard sides of the 

foredeck of the eotorboat. The nu•ber awarded ~ad •~•+• 

mu~ read from left to right~-be In Arabic nu•erals~-+n And 

block characters of good proportion at least 3 Inches tall 

excluding border or tri-. of a color that contrasts with the 

color of the background• and be so •aintained as to b~ 

clearly visible and legible. The nu•ber •ay not he placed on 

the obscured underside of the flared bow where it cannot be 

easily seen fro• another vessel or ashOre. Ho nu.erals• 

letters, or devices~ other than those used in connection 

with the identifying number issued~ •ay be placed in the 

proxi•ity of the identifying nu.O.ro No nu.aralst l•tters. 

or devices w~+~ th4t •lght interfere with the ready 

identification of the •otorboat by its identifying number 

may be carried as to interfere with the •otorboat•s 

identification. No nu•ber other than the nu•ber and license 

decal awarded ~~~neg to a eotorboat or qranted reciprocity 

under this part sha+• aAJ be paintedo attached, or otherwise 

displayed on either side of the forward half of the 

motorboat. 

(b) The certificate of number shall be pocket size and 

available to federalo stateo or local law enforcement 
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officers at all reasonable ti .. s for inspection on the 

eotorboat whenever the eotorboat is on waters of this state. 

(C) Boat liveries are not required to have the 

certificate of nu•ber on board each •otorboato but a rental 

agreeeent •ust be carried on board livery •o~orboa~s in 

place of the cer~ificate of nu•ber. 

(llJ Fees collected under ~his section shall be 

trans•itted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

fees In the .atorboat certificate Identification account of 

an ear•a~ked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for 

the ad•inistration and enforc .. ent of this partw as ••ended. 

(ll) An owner of a .atorboat aust within a reasonable 

ti.e notify the division of .ator vehlclesw giving the 

.otorboat•s identifying nucber and the owner•s na•e when 

that .atorboat beco .. s docu•ented as a vessel of the United 

States or is transferred, losto destroyed. abandoned• or 

frauded or within bO days after chanqe of state of principal 

use.• 

Section 3. Section 23-2-513, MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•23-2-513. Oealer•s identification nu•ber. ( 1) A 

dealer or •anufacturer •ay apply directly to the division of 

•otor vehicles for one Identifying nu~r and one or .ore 

certificates of nueber. A dealer's or •anufacturer•s 

identifying nueber shall be displayed on his boat while the 

boat is operating for a purpose related to the buying. 
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selling, or exchanging of the boat by the dealer or 

•anufacturer. 

12) The application for a dealer•s or eanufacturer•s 

identifyihq nu~ber ~heff ~ include his na.e and bur. i ner.s 

address. Each dealer or .anufacturer will have one 

identifying nueber assign.d to his business. 

(3) An application for dedler•s or eanufacturer•s 

identifying nueber and certificate of nu~er eust be 

acco•panied by the following fees: 

ta) for the identifying nu.bero first certificate of 

nu~ere and set of license decals, IS; 

{b) for each additional certificate of nueber and set 

of license decals applied for In any application, 12. 

(~) The division of eotor vehicles shall issue 

certificates of nu.ber for the identifying nuMbers ewe~ 

assigned to a dealer or •anufacturer in the sa.. ..nner as 

provided In 23-2-512(1) and (10)o as a.endedo except that no 

boat ~he++ aA¥ be described in the certificate and each 

c~tificate ~ ..at state that the identifying nu~er has 

been ewePded assigned to a dealer or .. ftUfacturer. A 

dealer•s or •anufacturer•s certificate of nu~er expires on 

April 30 of the year for which it is issued. 

(5) A dealer•s or •anufacturer•s Identifying nueber 

shall be displayed in the sa•e aanner as provided in 

23-2-512(10), as a .. ndede except that the nueber eay be 
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te•porarily attached. The last three letters shall be •OLR• 

for dealer and •MFR• for aanufacturer. These letters shall 

be I ncluded• respectively, in dealer or eanufacturer 

identification nu.mers only. 

(6t No person other than a dealer or •anufacturer or 

an employee of a dealer or •anufacturer •ay display or use a 

dealer's or ~anufacturer•s identifying nu•ber. A dealer's or 

-nufacturer•s Identifying nu..,_r •ay be d·isplayed only on 

.otorboats owned by the dealer or .anufacturer. 

(T) No dealer or ~anufacturer or employee of a dealer 

or ~anufacturer .ay use a dealer•s or •anufacturer•s 

identifying nu.ber for any purpose other than the purpose 

described in subsection (1) of this section.• 

Section ~. Section 23-2-51~, MCAo is a.anded to read: 

•21-2-51~. Exe.ptlon fro• nu•berlng provisions. A 

.otorboat s~ iS not ~ required to be nu~bered under this 

part If it Is: 

(11 efree~y covered by a nuMber in full force and 

effect •h~ft ~ has been ewer~ assigned to it pursuant 

to federal la• or a federally approved nuebering syste~ of 

another state, provided that such vessel shall not have been 

within this state for a period in excess of 60 consecutive 

days. After 60 consecutive days within this stateo this 

state beca.es the .otorboat•s state of principal use and the 

owner •ust apply for a Montana nu•ber, certificate of 
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number, and license decal. 

(21 a Motorboat froM a country other than the United 

States teMporarily using the waters of this state; 

(3) a MOtorboat whose owner is the United States. a 

state~ or subdivision thereof; 

(4) a ship's lifeboat.• 

Section s. Section 23-Z-529, M'A• is amended to read: 

"23-2-529. Water skis and surfboards. (1) No person 

~ay operate a •otorboat or vessel on any waters of this 

state for the purpose of towing a person or persons on water 

skiso a surfboard• or si•ilar device or--e~~P--eont~+veftee 

unless the operator is at least 12 years of age and there is 

a second person, at least 12 years of age, in the vessel to 

eet-es-eb~e~ver to observe the person being towed. 

(2) No person .ay engage in waterskiing, surfboarding, 

or siMilar activity or towin~ soae other contrivances at any 

time bet•een the hours fro• 1 hour after sunset to l hour 

before sunriseo e•cept that this subsection does not apply 

to a perfor•er engaged in a professional exhibition or a 

person engaged in a regatta or race authorized und~r this 

part. 

(31 All right-of-way rules applying to the a towing 

23 ~essal shell apply tg_a_~ being tawed.• 

24 Section b. Section 23-2-632, MCAo Is amended to read: 

25 •z3-2-632. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 
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~ It is unlawful for efty • person to d~+ve-er operate Ofty 

a snow.abile ~~·" QD a public street or highway +n-efty-one 

or-•ore-ef-t~-4ollew+ft~-.eftfter~: 

t+t~l at a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for .ator vehicles; 

t~tLbl while under the influence of 

liquor or narcotics or habit-foreing drugs; 

intoKicatlng 

t3t~ in a careless or reckless .anner so as to 

endanger tne parson or property of another or to cause 

injury or da.age to either; or 

U-1-i f that. person _Ju_ reuqo of age or Motel At 

pbfslcal dlsabllit¥ is jncapabl• of oparatlnv t.bl ADQM8Qbjle 

~-UOdAL-tbe_pLe~illng-'lrcu•sta~ 

t~till lt._Li_Uoldwtul opere~+on--o~--•--,now .. b+le--or 

pere+~~+ng-s.ah to per1it-tbu operation gf a snowwgbile on a 

publ.U-St.LHL-il.L._blgtntu by erty a person who by reason of 

age or physical or •ental disability is incapable of 

operating the snowmobile os-req~?red-~or-sefety ~L¥ under 

the prevailing circu•stances.• 

-End-
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