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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 69 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do pass. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

On motion, rules suspended and 
bill placed on second reading 
this day. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill, not 
concurred. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate, not 
concurred. 
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THE~ 

ASSIGNMENT OF,AN INTERIK_COHHITTEE TO STUDY CHILO ABUSE IN}/~ 

KONTANAe _.. -f'_/U.. t;.<! 1>'bV"- Y\J:c iJ ~,.we. ~ 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglec-t are Increasing -r--
have become a significant na'tlonal problea; and 

WHEREAS, the exact extent of the problee In Montana Is 

not known; and 

WHEREAS, there are 900 children who have been abused, 

neglected, or exploited and receive soae fora of o~-of-hoae 

care, including 600 children In foster carew and another 

2 9 000 to 3 9 000 children who receive soae fora of In-~ 

service froe the Oepartaent of social and Rehabilitation 

S.e..-vices; and 

WHEREAs, many children re.aln In foster care or have 

other foras of out-of-ho.a care throughout their childhood; 

and 

WHEREAS• expenditures for children In foster care or 

other forms of care available for abused children are not 

effectively utilized statewide; and 

WHEREAs, the services that are available for children 
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1 who have been abused, neglected, or exploited Involve eany 

2 groups and agencies whose efforts are often duplicated; and 
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WHEREASw 1979 has been declared the International Year 

of the Child, with prleary focus on preserving and 

strengthening faalllesl and 

NHEREASw Congress has enacted legislation for 

handicapped and Indian children that has created addl'tlonal 

areas of concern regarding abused, neglected, or exploited 

children; and 

WHEREAS• the National Congress has expressed concern 

for the need to proaote greater accountability for all 

children In foster care• to pro~e greater per.anency for 

children. to facilitate the adoption of children who would 

otherwise re•aln in lndeter•lnate foster care, and to reduce 

the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies Involved 

In placing abused children outside of their natural hoaes; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted laws directing 

state agencies to carry out responsible planning 

chlldrenl and 

for 

WHEREAS, the 't6th Legislature enacted revisions to the 

Montana child abuse and neglect laws that declare It to be 

the policy of the state to provide for the protection of 

children whose health and welfare are adversely affected and 

to preserve the fa•lly unit. 
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NON, THEitEFO«E• 8E n ltESOLVEO BY THE SEMATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES. OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an inter~• c-U:t- be assl<ptecf to stltdy the 

total systee providing serwlces to Nontana•s children whe 

are abused, neglected, cw exploited. The purpose of the 

study will be the develo,_ent of • Integrated ..ct 

consistent ..thed of prowiding services to children who are 

so abu$ect. The study shall fnclllde but not be 1 taitM to the 

foll-lltfP 

(I) a detera,l~l- of t:tw eatent and s.-rlty of 

dtlld abuse, negl-t:• end exploftat:l- ln 'kmtana; 

(2) - ex ... IM!tlon of UM services that are -•Jlable 

to abused, neglected, or -plotted children. including 

fester care, adoption, residential care, group ha.e care, 

and the ln-r- care thK h pr-Ided when an abvsed child 

Is not: r-ed fr- hh natural f-llya 

(3) an ex-i~Jon of any alternative foras of care 

for abused, neglected, or exploited children that are not 

--liable lp the stateJ 

(") an ...ainat:lan, ~ If needed the develop..-, of 

criteria used to deteralne when an abused child should be 

r-ed fr- his natural ho.a and placed Into either an 

adoptive hoae, foster hoee, group h0~, or a residential 

facility; 
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t5) a review of the policies and procedures of all 

agencies that place dtnctr- outside of their own hoee; 

16) identification of the needs of those children who 

.,. placed In out-of-state care facilities; 

(7) an exaaination of all of the payaent Meehanis•s 

that are used by all the agencies that place children 

outslde tlwl' llftural '-&; 

(8) an exiHif-Uon of the effects on abused children 

who are In the .acia1 services delivery systea due to the 

aut_.y and i ltdepertdent decIsions that are aade by the 

edacat: lonal al'ld judlctal sysu.s; 

(9) an e-••~•- of the needs of children who have 

been abu$ed, neglectech or exploited thcat Is coapared to the 

fores of 5ervlce that: are available to such children In 

order to deteralne the adequacy of existing services and 

whether or not there are gap5 in services that need to be 

fillad. 

&E IT FURTKE~ RESOlVED, that the lnterla co.~ittee 

actively solicit the adVIce of the Governor's office; the 

~ts of Social 

lnstitvtlOPs, Health 

and 

ar\d· 

Rehabflltation Services, 

Envlron.ental Sciences, and 

.lust ice; the OffIce of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction; the MontBPa Probation Officers• Association, 

the State Judges• Association, the Inter-Tribal Policy 

Board, the Foster Parent Assoclatlono the County Attorneys• 
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1 Association; and any other Interested private agencies or 

2 groups. as appropriate. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the inter!• co .. ittee 

4 report its findings and proposed legislation, If any, to the 

5 41th Legislature. 

-End-
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Approved by Committe~ 
on Judici;ory 

2 INTRODUCED RY /,U~~....,,-~ /11fl9 
3 . Cu~-~:.~-11 ,;;)~L~ ~ ~~-. 

r. .. ,V ._,- ~ 
. A.~ A JOINT .~ESD~F THE S~O~U DF IJt';Y 
~, ~ REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA REQUESTING THE ~ 

b ASSI GNKENT OF. AN INTERIM. C.OI'!HITTEE TO STUDY CHILO ABUSE IN/I,_,._ 
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MONTANA. >:/u.t~ ~~ futciJ r ~ 
WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect are increasing~ 

have become a significant national proble•; and 

WHEREAS, the exact extent of the proble• In Montana Is 

not known; and 

WHEREAS, there are 900 children who have been abused, 

neglected, or exploited and receive some form of out-of-ho•e 

care, including 600 children in foster care, and another 

2,000 to 3,000 children who receive some fore of In-home 

service from the Depart.ent of Social and Rehabilitation 

s~rvices; and 

WHEREAS, ~any children re•ain in foster care or have 

other forms of out-of-home care throughout their childhood; 

and 

WHEREAS, expenditures for children in foster care or 

other forms of care available for abused children are not 

effectively utilized statewide; and 

WHEREAS, the services that are available for children 
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who have been abused, neglected, or exploited involve many 

groups and agencies whose efforts are often duplicated; and 

WHEREASt 1979 has been declared the International Year 

of the Child, with prl.ary focus on preserving and 

strengthening fa•illes; and 

WHEREASt congress has enacted legislation for 

handicapped and Indian children that has created additional 

areas of concern regarding abused, neglected, or exploited 

children; and 

WHEREAS, the National Congress has expressed concern 

for the need to pro•ote greater accountability for all 

children in foster care, to pro.ate greater per•anency for 

children, to facll i'tate the adoption of children 'ifho would 

otherwise re•ain In indeter•lnate foster care, and to reduce 

the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies Involved 

in placing abused children outside of their natural hoMes; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted laws directing 

state agencies to carry out responsible planning for 

children; and 

WHEREAS, the 46th Legislature enacted revisions to the 

Montana child abuse and neglect laws that declare it to be 

the policy of the state to provide for the protection of 

children whose health and welfare are adversely affected and 

to preserve the family unit• 
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NON, THEREFOREo BE JT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an lnterl• coe.lttee be assigned to study the 

total syste• providing services to Montana's children who 

are abused, neglected, or exploited. The purpose of the 

study will be the deve10p8ent of an Integrated and 

consistent ..thod of providing services to children who are 

so abused. The study shall Include but not be ll•lted to the 

following: 

(1) a deter•lnatfon of the 'extent and severity of 

child abuse, neglect, and exploitation in Montana; 

(2) an exa•lnatlon of the services that are available 

to abused, neglected, or exploited children, including 

foster care, adoptlono residential careo group hoRe care0 

and the in-hose care that is provided when an abused child 

is not removed fro• his natural family; 

(3) an exa•ination of any alternative forms of care 

for abused, neglected, or exploited children that are not 

now available in the state; 

{4) an exa•inationo and if needed the development, of 

criteria used to deter•ine when an abused child should be 

removed from his natural ho.a and placed into either an 

adoptive ho .. , foster ho•e• group home, or a residential 

facility; 
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(5) a review of the policies and procedures of all 

agencies that place children outside of their own ho.a; 

(6) identification of the needs of those chilpren who 

are placed In out-of-state care facilities; 

(7) an exaaination of all of the payment mechanisms 

that are used by all the agencies that place children 

outside their natural homes; 

(6) an exaaination of the effects on abused children 

who are Jn the social services delivery system due to the 

autonoay and Independent decisions that are made by the 

educational and judicial systeas; 

(9) an exa•ination of the needs of children who have 

been abused, neglected. or eKploited that is co•pared to the 

foras of service that are available to such children in 

order to deter•ine the adequacy of existing services and 

whether or not there are gaps in services that need to be 

filled. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee 

actively solicit 

Oepart.ants of 

the adv,ice of the Governor's office; the 

Social and Rehabilitation Services, 

lnstitutionso 

Justice; the 

Health 

Office 

an'd 

of the 

Environmental Sciences, and 

Superintendent of P!o!blic 

Instruction; the Hontana Probation Officers• Association• 

the State Judges• Association, the Inter-Tribal Policy 

Board, the Foster Parent Association, the Count,y ,Attorneys • 
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1 Association; and any other Interested private agencies or 

Z groups, as appropriate. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the lnterl• co•aittee 

4 report its findings and proposed legislation, if any• to the 

5 47th Legislature. 

-End-
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OF~~ 
REPRESENTATlVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE ~ 

ASSIGNMENT OF,AN INTERIM.COHHITTEE TO STUDY CHILD ABUSE ~~~ 

MONTANA. ~~-tz_. bcb\)1'- ~Cat; r ~ 
WHEREASt child abuse and neglect are Increasing '7--

have become a significant national problea; and 

WHEREAS, the exact extent of the problea In Montana Is 

not kno..rn; and 

WHEREAS, there are 900 children ..rho have been abused, 

neglected, or exploited and receive so~ fora of out-of-hoae 

care, including 600 children In foster caret and another 

z,ooo to 3t000 children ..rho receive soae fora of ln-hoae 

service fro• the Depart .. nt of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services; and 

WHEREASt many children reaaln In foster care or have 

other forms of out-of-home care throughout their childhood; 

and 

WHEREAS• expenditures for children ln. foster care or 

other foras of care available for abused children are not 

effectively utilized state..rldel and 

WHEREAS, the services that are available for children 
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..rho have been abusedt neglected, or exploited Involve aany 

groups and agencies whose efforts are often duplicated; and 

WHEREAS, 1979 has been declared the International Year 

of the Chlldt with prlaary focus on preserving and 

strengthening faallles; and 

WHEREASt Congress has enacted legislation for 

handicapped and Indian children that has created additional 

areas of concern regarding abused, neglected, or exploited 

children; and 

WHEREAS, the National Congress has expressed concern 

for the need to proeeote greater accountability for all 

children In foster care• to proaote greater peraanency for 

children, to facilitate the adoption of children Mho would 

otherwise re•aln In lndeteralnate foster care, and to reduce 

the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies involved 

in placing abused children outside of their natural hoaes; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted laws directing 

state agencies to carry out responsible planning 

children; and 

for 

WHEREAS, the 46th legislature enacted revisions to the 

Montana child abuse and neglect laws that declare It to be 

the policy of the state to p~ovlde for the protection of 

chlld~en whose health and welfare are adversely affected and 

to preserve the faally unit• 
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1 Association; and any other Interested private agencies or 

2 groups• as appropriate. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the lnterle ca..lttee 

4 report Its findings and proposed legisletlon9 If any9 to the 

5 41th Legislature. 

-End-
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