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April 20, 1979

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 69

IN THE HOUSE

IN THE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill,
do pass.

Printed and placed on members'
desks.

On motion, rules suspended and
bill placed on second reading
this day.

Second reading, do pass.

Third reading, passed.

SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill, not
concurred.

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from Senate, not
concurred.
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AIDINT RESDLUT;DN uplms SENATE A o oré
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STYATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE . »

ASSIGNMENT OF AN INTERIM COMMITYEE TG STUDY CHILD ABUSE IN”M

HONTANA. T, tee Doy MCAQ(J évo Q EE!
WHEREASy <child abuse and neglect are increasing a:;

have become a significant national problem; and

WHEREASs the exact extent of the problem in Montana |Is
not known; and

WHEREASy there are 900 children who have been abused,
neglectedy or exploited and receive some form of out-of-home
carey including 600 children in foster cares and another
2,000 to 39000 children who receive some form of in-home
service from the Department of Social and Rehabllitation
Services; and

WHEREASy many children remain in foster care or have
other forms of out—-of-home care throughout their childhood;
and

WHEREASs expendlitures for children in foster care or
other forms of care avallable for abused <children are pot
effectively utilized statewide; and

WHEREASe the services that are available for children
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who have been abusedy neglected, or exploited Involve wmany
groups and agencies whose efforts are often duplicated; and

WHEREASe 1979 has been declared the International Year
of the Childy, with primary focus on preserving and
strengthening families; and

WHEREAS s Congress has enacted legistation for
handicapped and Indlan children that has created additional
areas of concern regarding abuseds neglectedy or exploited
children; and

WHEREASs the National Congress has expressed concern
for the need to promote greater accountability for all
children In foster carer» to promote greater persanency for
childrens to facilitate the adoption of children who would
otherwise remain in indeterminate foster carey and to reduce
the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies Involved
in placing abused children ocutside of their natural homes;
and

WHEREASy the Legislature has enacted laws directing
state agencies to carry out responsible planning for
childreni and

WHEREASy the 4#6th Legislature enacted revisions to the
Montana child abuse and neglect laws that declare it to be
the policy of the state to provide for the protection of

children whose health and welfare are adversaly affected and

HIR 69

INTRODUCED BILL

to preserve the family unit.
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NOW: THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That an interim cosmittee be assigned to study the
total system providing services to Momtana®s children whe
are abuseds neglectade or exploited. The purpose of the
study will be the development of an Intagrated and
consistent wethed of providing services to children who are
so abused. The study shall include but not be limited to the
follewing:

{1} a detersination of the ‘utont and severity of
child abuses noglects and exploitation In Montanaj

{2} an examination of the services that are avaitadble
to abuseds neglecteds or exploited childrens including
foster carey adoptions residential carey group home cares
and the in—hose care that is provicded when an abused child
is aot removed from his natural family;

{(3) an examination of any alternative forms of care
for abuseds neglecteds or exploited children that are not
now available in the state;

{#) an examination: and if needed the developmentsy of
criteria used to determine when an abused child should be
resoved from his natural home and placed into either an
adoptive homes foster homes group homes or a8 residential

facllity;
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{5} a review of the policies and procedures of all
agencles that place children outside of their own home;

(6} identification of the needs of those children who
are placed in out-of-state care facilitles;

{7} an examination of all of the payment mechanisms
that are used by all the agencies that place children
outside their natural homes;

{8) an examination of the effects on abused children
who are in the social services delivery system due to the
autonomy aad independant decisions that are made by the
educational and judicial systemss;

{9} an examination of the needs of children who have
been abuseds neglected, or exploited that is compared to the
forms of saervice that are available to such children in
order to determine the adequacy of existing services and
whether or not there are gaps in services that need to be
filled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the interim committee
actively solicit the advice of the Governer®s office; the
Departments of Soc tal and Rehabllitation Servicesy
Institutionss Health and Environmental Sciences, and
Justice; the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction; the Montana Probation Officers® Associatione
the State Judges' Associations the Inter-Tribal Policy

Boards +the Foster Parent Associations the County Attorneys®
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Association; and any other Iinterested private agencies or
groupse as appropriate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim committee
report its findings and proposed legislationy If anys to the
47th Legislature.

-End-
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Approved by Committee
on Judiciary
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ASSIGNMENT OF AN INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY CHILD ABUSE
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WHEREASY Congress has enacted legislation for

handicapped and Indian children that has created additional

3 areas of concern regarding abuseds neglectedy or exploited
g WHEREASs <hild abuse and neglect are increasing an 9 children; and

10 have become 3 significant national problem; and 10 WHEREASy the MNational Congress has expressad concern
11 WHEREASy the exact extent of the problem in Montana is 11 for the need to promote greater accountability for all
12 not knownji and 12 children in foster cares to promote greater permanency for
13 WHEREASy there are 200 children who have been abusedy 13 childrens to facilitate the adoption of children who would
14 neglectedy or exploited and receive some form of out-of-howme 14 otherwise remain in indeterminate foster carey and to reduce
15 carey including 600 children in foster cares and another 15 the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies involved
16 24000 to 3,000 children who receive some form of in-home 16 in placing abused children outside of their natural homes:;
17 service from the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 17 and

18 Services; and 18 WHEREASs the Legislature has enacted laws directing
19 WHEREASs wmany children remain in foster care or have 19 state agencles to carry out responsible planning for
20 other forms of out-of-home care throughout their childhood; 20 children; and

21 and 21 WHEREASy the 46th Legislature enacted revisions to the
22 WHEREASs expendltures for children in foster care or 22 Montana child abuse and neglect laws that declare it to be
23 other forms of care available for abused children are not 23 the policy of the state to provide for the protection of
24 effectively utilized statewide; and 24 ' children whose health and welfare are adversely affected and
25 WHEREASs +the services that are available for children 25 to preserve the family unite.
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NOWs THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That an interim committee be assigned to study the
total system providing services to Montana®s children who
are abuseds neglecteds or exploitede The purpose of the
study will be the development of an integrated and
consistent wethod of providing services to children who are
so abusede The study shall include but not be limited to the
foilowing:

{1) a determination of the ‘extent and severity of
chitd abuses neglecty and expleitation in Montanaj

{2) an examination of the services that are available
to abuseds neglecteds or exploited childrens including
foster cares adoptionsy residential carey group home cares
and the in-home care that is provided when an abused child
is not removed from his natural familty;

{3} an examination of any alternatlive forms of care
for abusedy neglecteds or exploited children that are not
now available in the state;

{4) an examinationy and if needed the developmenty of
criteria used to determine when an abused child should be
removed from his natural home and placed into either an
adoptive homes foster homes group homey or a residential

facility;
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{5) a review of +the policles and precedures of all
agencies that place children outside of their own home;

{6) identification of the needs of those children who
are placed in out-of-state care facilities;

{7) an examination of all of the payment mechanisms
that are used by all the agencies that place children
outside their natural homes;

(8) an examination of the effects on abused children
who are Iin the social services delivery system due to the
autonomy and independent decisions that are made by the
educational and judicial systems;

{9} an examination of the needs of children who have
been abusedes neglectedsy or exploited that is compared to the
forms of service that are available to such children in
order to determine the adequacy of existing services and
whether or not there are gaps in services that need to be
filled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLYEDs that the interim committee
actively solicit the advice of the Governor's office; the
Departments of Social and Rehabilitation Servicess
Institutionss Health and Environmental Sciencess and
Justice; the Dffice of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction; the Montana Probation Officers® Associations
the State Judges' Associations the Inter—~Tribal PpPolicy

Boards the fFoster Parent Associationy the County Attorneys®
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Association; and any other intsrested private agencies or
groupss as appropriates

BE IT FURTHER RESdLVED: that the interim committee
report its findings and proposed legislationy if anys to the
4Tth Legislaturee

~End~-

B

q"““\'&“-

N

o

‘”H;:\



46th Legi:lature LC 2008701 LC 2008701

1 1 who have been abuseds neglecteds or exploited involve many
2 INTRODUCED BY 4 J p A s A4 k 2 groups and agencies whose efforts are often duplicated; and
3 G&f [4 WHEREASy 1979 has been declared the International Year

of the Childe with primary focus on preserving and
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ASSIGNMENT OF AN INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY CHILD ABUSE m”w & WHEREASy  Congress has enacted legislation for
7 MONTANA I/_;(/M-{_a DU’bW- Mc% é’l“ Q ! 7 handicapped and Indian children that has created additional
a 8 areas of concern regarding abuseds neglectedr or exploited
9 WHEREASs child abuse and neglect are increasing a ::; 9 children; and
10 have become a significant national problem; and 10 WHEREASs the Natlional! Congress has expressed concern
11 WHEREASs the exact eéxtent of the problem in Montana |s 1 for the need to promote greater accountability for all
12 not known; and . 12 children (n foster cares to promote greater persanency for
13 WHEREASs there are 900 children who have been abuseds 13 childrens to facillitate the adoption of children who would
14 neglectedy or exploited and receive some form of out-of-home 14 otherwise resain in indeterminate foster caresy and to reduce
15 carey including 600 children In foster cares and another 15 the wasteful expenditure of funds by all agencies Involved
16 24000 tc 34000 <children who receive some form of In—home 16 in placing abused children outside of their natural homes;
17 service from the Department of Soclal and Rehabllitation 17 and
18 Services; and 18 WHEREASs the Legislature has enacted laws directing
19 WHEREASy many children remaln in foster care or have 19 state agencles to carry out responsible planning for
20 other forms of out-of-home care throughout their childhood; 20 children; and
21 and 21 WHEREASy the 46th Legislature enacted revisions to the
22 HHEREASs expenditures for children In foster care or 22 Montana chlld abuse and neglect laws that declare It to be
23 other forms of care available for abused children are not 23 the policy of the state to provide for the protection of
24 effectively utilized statewide; and 24"’ children whose health and welfare are adversely affected and
25 WHEREASe the services that are available for children 25 to preserve the faally unite
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RONy THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES 'OF THE STATE OF NONTANA:

That on interim coemittes be assigned to study the
total system providing services to Hontana®s childran whe
are abusedy neglecteds or exploiteds The pusrposz of the
study will be the development of an inlegrated and
consistent wwthod of providing services to children who are
so abuseds The study shall iaclude but not be limited ts the
following:

{19 & determination of the ‘extsat and severity of
<hild shuses neglecty and axploitation ia Montanas

{2) an examimstisn of the services that are available
to abusedy neglecteds or axploited <hildrens including
Ffoster <cares adoptions rssidential cares group home carss
and the in-hose cars that is provided shen an abused child
is mot resoved froe his aatursl fanily;

13 an enswiastion of ary alternative foras of care
for abuseds nmaglecteds or explolted children that are ot
acw avallsbla in Ahe states

%) an -examdastion, and if needeod the davelopmenty of
eriteris used ‘to detersine whon an abused «child should be
rTamoved fron ‘e wmetuwral hose and plaged into either an
adopthve homes Toster homes group “homee or a Fesidential
FackTiny;
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(15 2 review of the palisies ang procedyres of 3ll
agencies that place children outside Af thelr sun hamsi

16y identification of the pesds of thess children whe
arn plsced in syt-of-state care faciliting;

(1) an sxapination of a1) of the payment mechanisms
that wre used by @1 the agencies that place children
outsige thelr satural hoses;

i8} an oxppipation of the effscts op abysed children
who are jo the secis seryices dpliysry system dues o Lhe
autonomy and independmet decisions that are made by the
sducationsl and Judicial Sysiessi

19) A examination of the nepds of children yho baye
been abuseds oaglacteds or pxploited dat js compared o the
forms of service xhat are Arvailable £o suoh chilsrep in
order 1o Sptermion She Adaguacy of exiptipg seryices and
whether or aat &here are gaps Ao seryices Sbat negd Lo e
£illouls

BE AT FURTHER RESQLUED, hat Xhe Joteris coumittee
actiyely golicit b addmice of the Sovarnor's office; Ahe
Depastmmnts  Sf  feciml  and  FetahWiLatige  Seryicess
dostizations, Maaldb and  Boplropmmotad  Sciencesy a0
Anstruction; dhe Mantamne Rrobation ficans’ Asseciatiens
HApards  the Foster Parent ASSRCIALIEAs the Launty Attarneys’
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Assocliationi and any other interested private agencies or
groupse as approprilates
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the interim committee
vreport its findings and proposed legislationes If anys to the
4Tth Legislatures
-End-
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