
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 54 

INTRODUCED BY GOULD, RAMIREZ, SIVERTSEN, KESSLER 

March B, 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 20, 1979 

March 21, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

March 23, 1979 

March 24, 1979 
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March 27, 1979 

March 28, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend 
bill be concurred in. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



46th Legislature LC 1816/01 

1 ~~'£ .. =-~ 2 INTRODUCED 

3 

,. A J0INT RESOLUTION OF THE SENAT~ AND THE HOUSF Of 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERI~ STUOY 

6 dF ':ONTA\IA' S Afii,'IEXATIQN l~WSo 

1 

9 WHEP.EAS. it is in the best int"re~t of the people of 

'l :1ontana to allov municipal growth In '"' orderly and pi anned 

10 manner while at the same tiae aaintaining the balance of 

11 interest existing between those living within ~nd those 

12 living outside a ~unicipality•s boundaries; and 

l3 WHEREAS, Montana's present annexation laws were adopted 

14 piecemea19 contain contradictions, dnd arp in neod of 

15 revision; and 

lb WHEREAS, the piece111e3l approc>cl' to annex.1tion 13ws h3~ 

u r1ot Sdtisfactor~ly met current ne~~s and has di~~ctly 

lB contributed to greater confusion over workabl~ Jnnexation 

t9· pr ocedu rPs .J-nU processes in nurneF""JIU'S Mont.Jn.-• communi f' i 1.-.c;; 

2' dnJ 

21 ·,·Hfl.~EAS, in hlcJny of Hontana's cumo:-unitir·~ ~?'<io;t.in· 

u annexation 1 avs are c.:~using or contributing to 

23 indiscriminate and disorderly growth natt~rns; and 

24 WHEREAS, in many cases Montand•s dnn~x~ticn l~w~ m.Jy •~~ 

25 furcin~ citiz~ns cf municipalities tot~ ~n~ex.~d without th-' 
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~~ovi~ion of ~dequate municipal sE>rvices extended and 

provided to th~m; and 

WHEREAS, in many co•munities annPxation is viewed 

~o1~1v 3~ " ""'"", to incr,~se the !'lunicipal tax base with 

little regard for the benefits of those being annexed; and 

w.tr~rAs. in other com•unitie~ 1nn•'x~tion Is being 

frustrated by confusing tan~le of laws that ar~ 

contraditory or unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the status of fire districts In the event of 

..Jnnexotion should be closely scrutinizf>d• being a 

particularly difficult proble• related to annexation; and 

WHERE~s. •any co•munltles are facing the proble• of 

uncontrolled urban sprawl with .any people residing on the 

~eri~ter of the Nunicl?~llty not within thf> corporat~ 

boundaries but d~riving •any benefits fro• the •uniclpality 

wi tt.out i)dY i nQ th» i r fair shore for these services; and 

~~i[R< AS, tl•" nuedrous. ann~xation-related bi 11 s 

•ntroduced in ~he 46th Leqislature indicate a st~tewide 

concern for the inadequacies of Hontana•s present annexation 

I ,>ws • 

~~w, THER:FOM[, 8l IT RESOLVED BY THl §ENATf AND THF HOUSF 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) lhJt th~ Co~mitteA on Prioriti~s assign to an 

dppruprilte interim coEmitte~ a study of ~11 l~ws rel•ting 

-2- fl .J ;~ 5J-f 
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1 to annexation to identify conflicts. duplicatio1c• ~nd 

2 inadequacies and to p~epa~e appropriate lP<JI sl ati on for th<' 

3 47th leqislatu~u that will p~ovij~ ~ontan~ with ~ statutory 

4 frdmework which insur-fls a co:~~prehensiv" ~n1 workJhl<> 

5 approach to annex~tion. 

b 

7 

121 That the co~5ittee consult with the OepartrePnt of 

co .. unity Affair so local qovcrnment,~l offici<Jlso ,Jnd 

8 inte~ested citizens during the course of thP study. 

9 (31 That the co••lttee study various ~etho~s for 

10 resolving Identified proble•s and examine ~ltarnativPs used 

11 in other states for reasonable annexation procedures. 

12 141 That the co .. ittee report it5 findings. 

13 reco•.endations. and appropriate re~edial legislation to thP 

1~ ~7th legislature. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. S~ 

INTRODUtEO BY GOULDw RAMIREZw SIVERTSEN• KESSLER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

Of MONTANA'S ANNEXATION LAWS. 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the people of 

10 Montana to allow .uniclpal growth in an orderly and pJanned 

11 
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16 

l7 

aanner while at the sa.a ti.a aaintainlng the balance of 

interest existing between those living within and those 

living outside a .unicipallty•s boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, Montana•s present annexation laws were adopted 

pieceeealo contain contradictions• and are in need of 

revision; and 

WHEREAS, the plec.-al approach to annexation laws has 

18 not satisfactorily .. t current needs and has directly 

19 contributed to greater confusion over work.Ole annex~ion 

20 procedures and processes In nuaerous Montana co..unlti~s; 

Zl and 

22 WHEREAS, in aany of Montana's co .. unltles existing 

Z3 annexation ·-· are causing or contrlbutl nq to 

z.. indiscrieinate and disorderly growth patterns; and 

zo; WHEREAS, in aany cases ~tana•s annexation laws eay be 

Zb forcing citizens of .uniclpalltles to be annexed without the 
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HJR 0054/02 

provision of adequate .uniclpaJ services extended and 

provided to thee; and 

WHEREAS.--+~-..ny--eo~n~+es--ennewe~+on--+s--v+ewed 

-"t-r"•• e -•n• t:e +M~reeee t:t. -nlelpe' _.___.,.__-tr+t:h 
~~--~-._-.....-._efit!e ef ~Nee IN+ng-enne-cft-encf 

WHEREAS, In other co .. unlties annexation Is being 

frustrated by a confusing tangle of laws that are 

eont:~epy tQNTRADICTDRX or unworkabJe; and 

WHEREAS• the st~us of fire districts in the event of 

annexation should be closely scrutinized, being a 

particularly difficult proble• related to aAne•ation; and 

WHEREAS• aany coa.unltles are facing the proble• o~ 

uncontrolled urban sprawl with aany peopJe residing on the 

perl .. ter of the eunlcipality not within the corporate 

boundaries but deriving eany benefits fro• the Municipality 

without paying their fair share for these services; and 

WHtREASw the nu .. rous annexation-related bi 11 s 

18 introduced In the .. bth Legislature Indicate a statewide 

19 concern for the Inadequacies of Kontana•s present annexation 

20 1 alls. 

21 

ZZ NOWo THEREFOREo SE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

23 Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

2 .. tl) That the co .. lttee on Priorities assign to an 

25 appropriate interim coeeittee a study of all laws relating 

-2- HJR 54 
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1 to annexation to Identify conflicts. duplicatlnnso ~n~ 

2 inadequacies and to prepare approprlat~ legislation for the 

3 47th legisla~ura that vill provide ~on~ana vith a statu~ory 

It' fraaawork which insures a coaprehensive and workable 

5 approach ~o annexation. 

6 (2) That ~he coeeittee consult with the Departaent of 

1 Co.-unity Affairs. local governeental officialso and 

8 interested citizens during the course of the study. 

9 (3) That the co .. ittee s~udy various .ethods for 

10 resolving identified proble.s and exaal .. alter~lves used 

11 In ~her sta\es for reasonable annexation procedures. 

12 (It) That the co .. lttee report Its findings. 

13 rec~1 .... and appropria~e reaedial 1egis1a~lon to the 

lit ltlth legislature. 
.------

-end-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5~ 

lNTROOUCED BY GOULD• RAMIREZ, SIVERTSEN• KESSLER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

Of MONTANA 0 S ANNEXATION LAWS. 

WHEREAS• It is In the best Interest of the people of 

10 Montana to allow .uniclpal growth In an orderly and planned 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

.anner while at the sa.a ti .. •alntalnlng the balance of 

interest existing between those living within and those 

living outside a .unicipallty•s boundaries; and 

WHEREAS• Montana's present annexation laws were adopted 

piece .. al. contain contradictions• and are in need of 

revision; and 

WHEREAS• the piec .. eal approach to annexation laws has 

18 not satisfactorily .. t current needs and has directly 

19 contributed to greater confusion over workable annexation 

20 procedures and processes in nu .. rous Montana co.aunlties; 

21 and 

22 WHEREAS• In aany of Montana•s c~nities existing 

23 annexation lews are causing or contributing to 

Zit indiscrielnate and disorderly growth patterns; and 

25 WHEREAS• in aany cases Montana's annexation laws eay be 

26 forcing citizens of wunicipalities to be annexed without the 
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provision of adequate eunlclpal services extended 

provided te the•; and 

and 

~HEREAS•--+n--~ eo ... ft~..,--en~e~en--+---w+ewed 

so+et-y-es e -•n• ..-+ner-•• ~he ••nleleel _.. __ .,.__ ...... 

.-.._.-.. 

WHEREAS, In other co-mities annexation Is being 

frustrated by a confusing tangle of laws that are 

~P&d+~ery taKI&ADICIOIX or unworkable; and 

WHEREAS• the status of fire districts in the event of 

annexation should be closely scrutinized, being a 

particularly difficult problee related to annexation; and 

WHEREAS• aany coeeunitles are facing the proble• of 

uncontrolled urban sprawl with eany people residing on the 

perl .. ter of the eunlclpallty not within the corporate 

boundaries but deriving aany benefits froe the eunicipality 

16 without paying their fair share for these services; and 

17 WHEREAS, the nu.erous annexation-related bi 11 s 

18 Introduced in the 46th legislature Indicate a statewide 

19 concern for the Inadequacies of Montana•s present annexation 

zo I iUf~. 

21 

22 NOW, THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

23 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

H (l) That the co .. ittee on Priorities assign to an 

25 appropriate lnterie coeeittee a study of all laws relating 

-2- HJR 5~ 
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1 to annexation to Identify conflicts, duplications, and 

2 inadequacies and to prepare approprlat~ le~i51atlon for the 

l lt7th legislature that will pro~ide Montana with a statutory 

It fraeavork which Insures a ca.prehensive and workable 

5 approach to annexation• 

6 (2» That the co•elttee consult with the Oepart•ent of 

1 Co.-unity Affalrs 9 local governeental off iclalso and 

8 Interested citizens during the course of the study. 

9 I)) That the co-itt- study ~arlous -thods for 

10 resolving identified prob1e~ and exaalne alternatives used 

11 In other states for reasonable annexation procedures. 

12 (4) That the co.altt- report Its flndlnqso 

13 reco ... ndatlonso and appropriate re .. dlal legislation to the 

14 ltlth legislature. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ~4 

INTROOUCEO BY GOULOo RAMIREZ, SlVERTSENo KESSLER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

Of ~ONTANA 1 S ANNEXATION LAWS. 

WHEREASo it is in the best interest of the people ~f 

Montana to allow aunicipal growth In an orderly and planned 

manner while at the sa.e ti.a •aintaining the balance of 

interest existing between those living within and those 

living outside a •unicipality•s boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, Hontana•s present annexation laws were adopted 

piecemealo contain contradictions. and are in ne~d of 

revision; and 

WHEREAS, the piece•eal approach to annexation laws has 

not satisfactorily .at current needs and has directly 

contributed to greater confusion over workable annexation 

procedures and processes in nu.erous Montana co••unities; 

and 

WHEREAS o in •any of Montana's co•munities existing 

annexation 1 aws are causing or contributing to 

indiscrillinate and disorderly growth patterns; and 

WHEREASo in 11any cases Montana's annexation laws May be 

forcing citizens of •unicipalities to be annexed without the 
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and provision of adequate euni~ipal services extended 

provided to thee; and 

WHEREASy--fft--.efty--eoe.uftit+es--anne•e~en--+~--Y+ewed 

ee+e+y-es-e-.eens-to-+ftereese-the-.a~e+pe+--tex--eese--w+th 

++"M--re§eflt-~ot'~he-IHH'Ief+ts-of-those-be+"g-e"-*Hit end 

WHEREASo in other co.-unities annexation Is being 

frustrated by a confusing tangle of laws that are 

e...tred+tery CQNISADICIO&I or unworkable; and 

WHEREAS, the status of fire districts in the event of 

annexation should be closely scrutinized, being a 

particularly difficult proble• related to annexation; and 

WHEREAS, .any ca.eunlties are facing the proble• of 

uncontrolled urban spra~l with aany people re5iding on the 

periaeter of the eunicipality not within the corporate 

boundaries but deriving eany benefits free the .unlclpality 

without paying their fair share for these services; and 

WHEREAS• the nuaerous annexation-related bills 

introduced in the "-6th legislature indicate a statewide 

concern for the inadequacies of Montana's present annexation 

laws. 

NOWr THEREfORE, BE IT RESOLYEO BY THE SENATE AND 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

THE HOUSE 

(11 That the Com•itte~ on Priorities assign to an 

appropriate interia co••itt~e a study of all laws relating 
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1 to .. nnexat I on to identify conflicts. clup1 i cat i o:>•,, -'"" 

2 inadequacies and to prepare appropriate legislation for the 

3 it7th legislature that will provide Montana with a $tatutory 

~ fra•ework which insures a ca.prehen$ive and workable 

S approach to annexation. 

6 (2) That the co..lttee consult with the Depart-a~ of 

1 to .. unity A~fairso local governeental officials, and 

8 interested citizens during the cour$e of the study. 

9 (l) That the ca.aittee $tudy various .. thods for 

10 resol¥ing identified problees and exaelne alternatives used 

ll in other states for reasonable ann•xation procedures. 

12 (~) That the co.elttee report its findings. 

13 reco ... ndationso and appropriate raeedial legislation to the 

1~ "7th Legislature• 

-End-
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