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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 

INTRODUCED BY BERTELSEN 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
rejected. 
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April 13, 1979 

April 16, 1979 

April 18, 1979 

April 19, 1979 

April 20, 1979 
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On motion Frco Joint Con
ference Committee requested. 

Free Joint Conference Com
mittee appointed. 

Free Joint Conference Com
mittee reported. 

Second reading, adopted. 

Third reading, adopted. 

Adopted by second house. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~~-~€. JOINT RESOLUTION NO. Sl 
lNT~OOU(EO BY=~~~.·' -----

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOOSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ST~TE OF MONTANA URGING THE COMMITTEE 

ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUN(ll 

A STUDY OF THE PROBLEMS OF BENTONITE DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA, 

WHEREAS, Montana possesses a significant percentdqe of 

t~e world's reserve of sodium bentonite• •the clay of loOOO 

usesK; and 

WHE'REASo the state is on the brink of •assi~e 

development of these bentonite depos.its. with new pt·ocessinq 

plant~ beinq constructed. one of which will be the worl~·~ 

largest and will produce over I •illion tons a year by the 

mid-1980's; and 

WHEREAS, preliminary studies indicate that Montana's 

present bentonite recla•ation laws •ay be inadequate to meet 

the demands of large-scale develop•ent; and 

WHEREAS, Montana has a considerably lower rate of 

taxation of this valuable and necessary •ineral than South 

Dakota and Wyoming, the only other states which possess 

23 sodium bentonite deposits; and 

24 WHEREAS, Hontana must act now to insure efficient 

25 development of this va•t resource. adequate recla~ation of 

LC 1949/01 

bentonite-mo~~ land~. and a fair return for the state fro• 

Z the development of its bentonite reserves; and 

3 WH£RE.t5t ••medidte study dnd tiwrely action are 

't necessary to prevent the possible pree•ption by the federal 

c; governeent of state control over bentonite develop-ant. 

6 

1 NOw, T~EREFOREt BE IT RESOLVED ~y THE SENATE AND T~E HOUS~ 

8 OF REPRESENTATIV~S ~F THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

9 That the Co~ittee on Pr ioritie$ is urged to assign a 

10 study of the proble•s surrounding large-scale development of 

11 Hontana•s sodiuwr bentonite reserves. with particular 

12 emphasis on recla•ation of bentonite-•ined lands and 

l3 taxation of bentonite. 

14 PE IT FURTHER RE\nLYf~, that the stuay shall be 

1<; assigned to the bipartisan Environmental Quality Councilo as 

16 its scientific and technical staff i~ bPst able to assist in 

11 conducting this study. 

18 BE IT FURTHER RESOLYEOo that thP Environ~ental Quality 

19 Council shall report its findings to get her with 

20 reco•menaations and propose~ legislation to the 'o7th 

21 Legislature. 

-End-

-z- !IJ ~: ,., I 
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INTRODUCED 

~ £_ JOINT RESOLUTION 

!IY _444.01) 

Approved by Committee 
on Natura 1 Resources 

HOo $"1_ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPREStNTAT!VES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING TH£ CO""IllEE 

ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

A STUDY OF THE PROBLE"S OF BENTONITE DEVElOPMENT IN MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, "ontana possesses a significant percentage of 

t~e world's reserve of sodiua bentonite• •the clay of loOOO 

uses•; and 

WHEREAS, the state is on the brink of eas~ive 

development of these bentonite deposits• with new processing 

plants being constructed• one of which will be the ~orld•s 

largest and will produce over 1 aillion tons a year by tne 

mid-1980's; and 

WHEREAS, preliminary studies indicate that "ontana's 

present bentonite reclaaation laws aay be inadequate to aeet 

the deaands of large-scale development; and 

WHEREAS, "ontana has a considerably lower rate of 

taxation of thos valuable and necessary aineral than South 

Dakota and Wyoaingo the only other states which possess 

23 sodium bentonite deposits; and 

24 WHEREAS, Montana ~ust act no~ to in~ure efficient 

25 development of thls vast resource. adequate reclaaation of 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

LC 1949/01 

bentonite-~ined lands. and a fair return for the state fro~ 

the development of its bentonite reserves; and 

WHEREAS, • """~d i ate study and ti~ely action are 

necessary to prevent the pos~ible preeaption by the federal 

qovernment of state control over bentonite developaent. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RE~OlVEO BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATlVtS OF THE STATE aF MONTANA: 

That the co .. ittee on Priorities is urged to assign a 

study of the probleas surroundinq large-scale develop~ent of 

Montana's sodiu• bentonite reserves• with particular 

emphasis on recla.ation of bentonite-ained lands and 

taxation of benton\te. 

BE IT FURTH~R Rt5DLVEO, that the study shall be 

assigned to the bipartisan Environaental Quality Council• as 

it~ scientific and technical staff is best able to assist in 

conducting this study. 

Bt IT fURTHER RESOLV£0o that the Environmental Quality 

Counc.i I shall report its findings together with 

recommendations and proposed legislation to the 47th 

legislature. 

-End-

-2-
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S E C 0 N D READING 



46th Legislature LC 191t9f01 

2 

3 

... 
5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

INTRODUCED 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE COMMITTEE 

ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

A STUDY OF THE PROBLEMS OF BENTONITE DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, Montana possesses a significant percentage of 

the world's reserve of sodiua bentonite, •the clay of loDOD 

uses•; and 

WHEREASt the state Is on the brink of aassive 

develop .. nt of these bentonite deposits. with new processing 

plants being constructed• one of which will be the world's 

largest and will prodUce over l alllion tons a year by the 

mid-1980's; and 

WHEREAS, preliainary studies indicate that Hontana•s 

present bentonite reclaaation laws aay be inadequate to eeet 

the demands of large-scale develo~nt; and 

WHEREASo Montana has a considerably lower rate of 

taxation of this valuable and necessary aineral than South 

Dakota and Wyoain9o the only other states which possess 

23 sodiua bentonite deposits; and 

24 WHEREASt Montana aust act now to insure efficient 

25 developaent of this vast resourceo adequate reclaaation of 
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bentonite-ained landso and a fair return for the state fro• 

the developaent of Its bentonite reserves; and 

WHEREAS, i-ediate study and ti .. ly action are 

necessary to prevent the possible preeaption by the federal 

governeent of state control over bentonite develop .. nt. 

NOWt THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the co .. ittee on Priorities is urged to assiqn a 

study of the probleas surrounding large-scale developaent of 

Montana's sodiua bentonite reserves• with particular 

eaphasis on reclaaation of bentonite-ained 

taxation of bentonite. 

lands and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the study shall be 

assigned to the bipartisan Environeental Quality Council• as 

its scientific and technical staff is best able to assist in 

conducting this study. 

8E lT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the EnvironMental Quality 

Council shall report its findings together with 

r<>cooalllendiltions and prOI'OSed 1e.gis1ation to 

Legislature. 

the It 7th 

-End-

-2- t\ --s R S ( 
T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOe 51 

INTRODUCED BY BERTELSEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGI~G THE COMMITTEE 

ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL OUALJTY COUNCIL 

A STUDY OF THE BENeFITS AND PROBLEMS OF BENTONITE 

DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, Montana possesses a significant percentage of 

the world's reserve of sodlu• bentonite• •the clay of lwOOO 

uses•; and 

WHEREAS, the state ~ !&l-Bf on the brink of .as'+ye 

suaiTANTilL develop .. nt of these bentonite deposits• with 

new processing plants being constructed, one of which will 

be the world's largest and will produce over 1 •illlon tons 

a year by the •ld-1980's; and 

WHEREAS, pre++.+nary-s~ad+..-iftd+e~-~he~ THE lQEDYACX 

aE Montana's present bentonite reclaaation laws .ay--be 

+nadeq~ate--to--ft@~ HAS NOT BEEN SIUDIEQ IN LIGKJ OF the 

demands of large-scale developaent; and 

WHEREASt Montana he' MAX HAVE a considerably lower rate 

of taxation of this valuable and necessary mineral than 

South Dakota and Wyoming, the only other states which 

possess sodium bentonite deposits; and 
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WHEREAS, Montana ~ ~ act now to insure 

efficient develop .. nt of this vast resource, adequate 

recla•ation of bentonite-•ined lands, and a fair return for 

the state fro• the develop .. nt of its bentonite reserves~a 

eftd 

WHEREAS.--+ ... d+aee--stody--end---~~y---ae~lon --ere 

neee~ery--to-prewent-~he-po9'+b•e-pree•p~lon-by~-federa+ 

~-~-~Hae•~-' ewer baftteftlt-~e~op .. f\t• 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEN~TE ~NO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANAI 

That the Co•alttee on Prlorltie5 is urged to assign a 

5tudy of the BENEFits &NQ proble•s surrounding large-scale 

develop .. nt of Montana•s sodiu• bentonite reserves, with 

particular e~hasls on recla.atlon of bentonlte-•lnad lands 

and taxation of bentonite. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study shall be 

assigned to the bipartisan Envlron.ental Quality Council, as 

its scientific and technical staff Is best able to assist In 

conducting this study. 

B~ IT FURTHER RESOLVEDt that the Environ•ental Quality 

Council shall report Its findings together 

reco~endatlons and proposed legislation to 

legislature. 

the 

-End-

-2-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 

INTRODUCED BY BERTELSEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONlANA ~R61H6-~HE £9MHflJEE 

eN--PRI8Ril+ES--l8--•Ssr&H ASSIGNING TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY COUNCIL A STUDY OF THE BENEFITS AND PROBLEMS OF 

BENTONITE DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA• 

WHEREAS, Hontana possesses a significant percentage of 

the world's reserve of sodlu• bentonite, •the clay of 1,000 

uses•; and 

~HEREASo the state +s aAI-aE on the brink of ••••i•e 

SUBSTANTIAL developeent of these bentonite deposits, with 

new processing plants being constructed, one of which will 

be the world's largest and will produce over 1 •llllon tons 

a year by the mid-1980•s; and 

WHEREAS, ~~+•lnery ~adies ind+e~e thet THE ADEQUACY 

Df Hontana•s present bentonite recla•atlon laws -.y-be 

+ne~e-t.o-Jieft HAS NOT BEEN STUDIED IN LIGHT Of the 

desands of large-scale developeent; and 

WHEREAS, Montana hes MAX HAVE a considerably lower rate 

of taxation of this valuable and necessary •lneral than 

South Dakota and Wyo•lng, the only other states which 

possess sodiu• bentonite deposits; and 
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WHEREASt Kent ana ~ ~ act now to insure 

efficient developeent of this vast resource, adequate 

recla.ation of bentonlte-•lned lands, and a fair return for 

the state fro• the developeent of Its bentonite reserves•• 

emf 

WHEREASy---+eeed+~e e~a~ -~~ieely ee~len epe 

neee•_,-y-~o-prev~he po•sl bh-pt'_..,ot~-~M--f'edet"e-l 

~wern .. n-t ~-te-te een~rel ow•r -.n~onlote de~eleaee~w 

HOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That ~he eo .. lttee on Priorltles-+s-erged to ~ a 

study DE MADE of the BENEFITS &NQ problees surrounding 

large-scale developeent of Montana•s sodlu• bentonite 

reserves, with particular -.phasls on reclaeatlon o~ 

bentonlte-elned lands and taxation of bentonite. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEOt that the study shall be 

essi~ed ---to tDNQUCIED BJ the bipartisan Envlronaental 

Quality Council• as Its scientific and technical staff Is 

best able to assist In conductlng.this study. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Environeental Quality 

touncll shall report Its findings together with 

reco-endatlons and proposed legislation to the ~lth 

Legislature. 

-End-

REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free Joint 
Conference Committee Report 
Dated p/?~,e 

-2- HJR 51 



April 9, 1979 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Joint Resolution No. 51, third reading bill, be amended as 
follows: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: 11 THE" 
Insert: "BENEFITS AND" 

2. Page 1, line 12. 
Following: 11 state 11 

Strike: "is" 
Insert: "maybe" 
Following: "of 11 

Strike: .. massive" 
Inser·:::: "substantial .. 

3. Page 1, line 17., 
Following: "WHEREAS," 
Strike: "preliminary studies indicate that" 
Insert: "the adequacy of 11 

4. Page 1, line 18. 
Following: 11 laws" 
Strike: "may be inadequate to meet" 
Insert: "has not been studies in light of" 

5. Page 1, line 20. 
Following: "Montana" 
Strike: "has" 
Insert: "may have" 

6. Page 1, line 24. 
Following: "Montana" 
Strike: "must" 
Insert: "should" 

7. Page 2, line 2. 
Following: "reserves" 
Strike: "; and" 
Insert: tl II . 
8. Page 2, lines 3 through 5. 
Strike: lines 3 through 5 in their entirety 

9. Page 2, line 10. 
Following: "the" 
Insert: "benefits and .. 


