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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 48 

INTRODUCED BY DAY 

BY REQUEST OF SELECT WATER COMMITTEE 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 10, 1979 

March 13, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 17, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Select Committee on Water. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of 

REPRESENT HIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ENCOURAGE 

SIGNATORY STATES Of THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER COMPACT TO ABIDE 

BY THE PROVISIONS Of THE COMPACT AND TO LIMIT WATER 

OIV~RSIONS TO THOSE AUTHORIZED IN MANNER AND AMOUNT BY THE 

COMPACT AND TO PERMIT WATER DIVERSIONS ONLY CONSISTENT WITH 

THE PROVISIONS Of THE COMPACT. 

WHEREAS, on Dece•ber 8o 1950• the states of Nontana• 

Wyoming• and North Dakota, being .uved by consideration of 

interstate co.ity and desiring to re•ove pra~ent and future 

controversies between the states respecting waters in the 

Yellowstone River Basin and designed further to provide an 

equitable division and apportio~nt of the waters of the 

Yellowstone River Basin and recognizing the great i•portance 

of water for irriqation in the signatory states, did enter 

into the Yellowstone River to•pact. Section 85-20-lOio et 

seq., MtAo which Yellowstone River Coepact was thereafter 

federally approved by the Congress of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Yellowstone River Co•pact has governed 

water use in the Co•pact states of Montana, Wyo•ingo and 

North Dakota and has pro.otad cooperation between the 
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states• has encouraged water coruervatlon and develo,..nt 

bet-en the states. and has averted costly and 

ti.a-consu.inq litigation between the states; and 

WHEREAS. recent actions by various legislatures of the 

Co•pact states per•itting diversions of Y•llowstone River 

&.sin water in .. thods inconsistent with the Yellowstone 

River Co•pact have been Introduced and are now under 

~onsideratlon and •ay be approved by such legislatures; and 

VHEitEAS• Ute sa actions thr-ten the har110nlous 

cooperation bet..an the states, threaten the purposes of the 

Yellovstone River t~t• and threaten to Involve the 

states In prolonged and ••pensive litigation before the 

United States Supre .. Cou~t or In other courts of c~petent 

jurisdiction involving the application of the Yellowstone 

River Cu.pacto its provisions, and the legality of the 

proposed diversions; and 

WHEREAS, such consequences can only result in actions 

adverse to the water users vithln the COMpact states and 

adverse to the interests of the Co•pact states and to the 

cont•nued cooperative relationship between the states. 

NOWt TH£REFOREt 8E If RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of ~EPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature urges and requests the signatory 

states of the Yellowstone River Co•pact to abide by the 
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provisions o' ~he Yellowstone River Coepact and ~o li•l~ 

2 water diversions to ~hose authorized in eanner and aeount by 

3 the Co•pact and ~o per•lt water diversions only consistent 

.. with the provisions of such to•pact• 

~ 8E IT FUATHER RESOLVEOo tha~ copies of ~his resolution 

I> be sen~ to ~he Gover nor of Wyo•i nq and to the P r.e s I dent of 

7 the Sena~e ana Speaker of ~he House of ~he Wyoeing 

8 l.egislat.ureo to the Governor of Nor~h Dako~a and ~he 

9 Presiden~ of the Sena~ and Speaker of the House of the 

10 North Dakota Legislature, end be further brough~ to the 

11 at~ention of appropriate ....,ers of ~he Mot'l~ane 

12 Congressional OeJegatlon and ~he appropria~e congressional 

11 -d executi- br-ch leaders. 

-End-
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of' 

REPRESENTATIVES OF TH£ STATE OF MONTANA TO ENCOURAGE 

SIGNATORY STATES OF THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER tOM~ACT TO A810E 

6Y THE PROVISIONS Of THE COMPACT ANO TO LIMIT WATER 

OlVfRSIONS TO THOSE AUTHORIZED IN MANNER AND AMOUNT 8Y THE 

COMPACT AND TO PERMIT WATER DIVERSIONS ONLY tONSlSTENT WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE t~PACT. 

WHEREAS• on Deceeber a. 1~50• the states of Montana. 

wyo•lng• and North Dakota. belft9 .aved by consideration of 

Interstate c .. ity and desiring to re.ave present and future 

cont~oversies between the states respectl"9 waters In the 

Yellowstone River Basin and designed further to provide an 

equitable division and apportion-ant of the waters of the 

Yellowstone River Basin .nd recognizing the great l~rtance 

of water for irrigation in the signatory states. did enter 

into the Yellowstone River Ca.pactt Section 85-20-101, et 

seq., MCAt which Yellowstone River Coepact was thereAfter 

federally approved by the Congress of the United States; and 

WHEREAS• the Yellowstone River ta.pact has governed 

water use in the Co•pact states of Montana, Wyoeing. and 

North Dakota and has pro.oted cooperation between the 
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states. has enc:oura~ water conHrvai:lon ..ct deve1o,_.nt 

between the states, and has averted costly and 

tl--consuelng I itlgatlon bet- the states; .nd 

WHEREAS• recent actions by various legislatures of the 

Coepact states per•lttlng diversions of Yellowstone River 

Basin -ter In -thods inconsistent tdth tiM Yell-stone 

River to•pact have been introduced and are now under 

consideration and eay be approved by such legislatures; and 

IIHEilEAS• tltese ec:Uona tJtr-tea the har110nioua 

cooperation bet-n the aut••• thrNten the purposes of the 

Yell-stone Uver Ca.pact• and threaten to involve the 

states in prolonged and e11penslve litigation before the 

United States Supra .. Court or In other courts of ca-petent 

jurisdiction involving the application of the Yellowstone 

Rive.- Coepacto Its provisionsw and the l~llty of the 

proposed diversions; and 

WHEREASo such consequences can only result in actions 

adve.-se to the wate.- users within the to.pact states and 

adverse to the interests of the Co-pact states and to the 

continued cooperative relationship between the states• 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF HONTANAl 

That the Legislature urges and requests the signato.-y 

states of the Yellowstone Rive~ Co•pact to abide by the 
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1 provisions of the Yellowstone River Co•pact and to lielt 

2 ,;ater di·~ersions to those author I zed ; n eanner and a010unt by 

3 the Co•pact and to perait water diversions only consi$tent 

It with the provisions of such toapact. 

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• tn.t copies of this resolution 

6 be sent to the Governor of Wyoalng and to the President of 

1 the ~enate and Speaker of the House of the Wyoaing 

8 Legislature. to the Go¥ernor of North Dakota and the 

9 President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of the 

10 North Dekota leglslat•r•• .nd be further brought to the 

11 attention of appropriate .-.bers of the Montana 

12 Congressional Delegation and the appropriate congressional 

13 and executl ve branch leader•• 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOlUTION NO. 48 

INTRODUCED &Y DAY 

BY REQUEST OF SElECT WATER COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOlUTION OF THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ENCOURAGE 

SI~NATORY STATES OF THE YELlOWSTONE RIVER COMPACT TO ABIDE 

BY THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPACT AND TO LIMIT WATER 

DIVERSIONS TO THOSE AUTHORIZED IN MANNER ANO AMOUNT 8Y THE 

COMPACT AND TO PERMIT WATER DIVERSIONS ONlY CONSISTENT WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPACT. 

WHEREAS• on Deceaber a. 195Do the states of Montana, 

Wyo~ing, and North Dakota• being .oved by consideration of 

interstate comity and desiring to re.ove present and future 

controversies bet~een the states respecting waters in the 

Ye11o~stone River Basin and designed further to provide an 

equitable division and apportionaent of the ~aters of the 

Yellowstone River Basin and recognizing the great iMportance 

of water for irrigation in the signatory states, did enter 

into the Yellowstone River Coapacto Section 85-20-101, et 

seq., MCA, ~hich Yellowstone River Coapact was thereafter 

federally approved by the Congress of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Yellowstone River Compact has governed 

water use in the Compact states of ~ontana, Wyoaing, and 
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North Dakota and has proaoted cooperation 

states, has encouraged water conservation and 

between the states, and has averted 
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bet~een the 

develop•ent 

costly "nd 

tiae-consueing litigation between the states; and 

WHEREAS, recent actions by various legislatures of the 

Coapact states pereitting diversions of Yello~stone River 

Basin water in methods inconsistent with the Yellowstone 

River Compact have been introduced and are no~ under 

consideration and eay be approved by such legislatures; and 

WHEREAS, these actions threaten the har•onious 

cooperation bet~een the statest threaten the purposes of the 

Yello~stone River Co•pactt and threaten to involve the 

states in prolonged and expensive litigation before the 

United States Supre•e tourt or in other courts of co•petent 

jurisdiction involving the application of the Yellowstone 

River Co•pact. its provisions. and the legality of the 

proposed diversions; and 

WHEREAS, such consequences can only result in actions 

adverse to the ~ater users within the Compact states and 

adverse to the interests of the Coapact states and to the 

continued cooperative relationship between the states. 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF R~PRfSENTATlVES OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 

That the Legislature urges and requests the signatory 
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1 states of the Yellowstone River Co•pact to abide by the 

2 provisions of the Yellowstone River Co•pact and to liMit 

3 water diversions to those authorized in •anner and aaount by 

4 the Co•pact and to per•it water diversions only consistent 

5 with the provisions of such Co•pact• 

6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution 

T be sent to the Governor of Wyo•ing and to the President of 

8 the Senate and Speaker of the House of the Wyo•inq 

9 Legislature, to the Governor of North Dakota and the 

10 President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of the 

11 North Dakota legislature, and be •further brought to the 

12 attention of appropriate •e•bers of the ~ontana 

11 Congressional Delegation and the appropriate congressional 

1~ and executive branch leaders. 

-End-
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