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February 21, 1979 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 47 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Co~mittee on State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

//.i;;L- -r-.......,_ 81111'- ., ~ 
< ~J"f::N:;c , RESOLUTION OF THE OF SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

LIMIT AND CONTROL OUT-OF-STATE POLITICAL CONT~IBUTIONS IN 

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. 

WHEREAS, political contributions fr~ out-of-state 

interests to candidates for the United States Congress have 

increased at an alar•lng rate in recent years; and 

WHEREAS, the percentage of out-of-state contributions 

to the total contributions Is increasing and causing an 

overall increase in the a.ount of .aney being spent on 

Congressional political ca.paigns; and 

WHEREAS, out-of-state contributions are indirect 1 y 

causing the cost of other statewide political ca~paigns for 

state offices to escalate; and 

WHEREAS, such out-of-state contributions are 

contributlnq to the undue influence of special-interest 

politics in ~ontana political ca.paigns; and 

WHEREAS, incu•bency has been found to be positively 

correlated with large out-of-state contributions, thereby 

giving an unreasonable advantage to Congressional 

incu•bents; and 
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WHEREASo Article Io section 1o of the United States 

Constitution establishes that .e•bers of the House of 

Representatives are to be chosen by the people of the 

&everal states; and 

WHEREASo the sa•e principle was established for the 

election of Senators in A~ndeent 17 to that C~stltution; 

and 

WHEREAS, the national governaent is a qovern•ent for•ed 

by the states and the people of those state~ In order to 

accoapllsh purposes generally stated In the Constitution; 

and 

WHEREASo for the choice of the people to be freely and 

fairly eade, the kind of undue Influence exerted by 

out-of-state interests should be li•ited and strictly 

requl ated; and 

WHEREAS, there is no unabrldqeable First A.endeent 

right to unrestricted electioneering; and 

WHEREAS, th~ Federal Election Ca•paign Act preeapts and 

supersedes state la~; and 

lotlERt.a.s, the United States Conqress should attea.pt tc 

strike a balance between protecting the integrity of the 

election syste•s and regulating the undue influence of 

wealth and special Interest In politics. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

H ''"~"" ·'""" I . 7 . I\ -,-. ~ ' 
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1 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

2 That the Kootana Legislature urges the Conyress of the 

3 United Stat~s to take i .. ediate action to prohibit• lialto 

4 or otherwise regulate to the •axi.ua extent ~raitted by the 

5 United States Constitution out-of-state political caapaiqn 

b contributions in federal elections. 

1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVE0 9 that copies of this rrsolution 

8 be sent by the Secretary of State to the President of the 

9 United States Senateo the Speaker of the United States House 

10 of Representatives. and to each ... ber of Montana•s 

11 Congressional Delegation• 

-End-
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