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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 35 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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A J·JINT THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA REAFFIRMING TH~ 

INTENT OF THE CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT OF 1975 ANO URGING THAT 

ITS PROVISIONS BE FULLY ENFORCED. 

WHEREAS, the Ca.paign Practices Act enacted by the 44th 

Legislature in 1975 (Chapter 480, Laws of 19751 provides a 

coMprehensive law relating to ca•paign practices and to the 

reporting of contributions and expenditures utilized to 

influence the results of elections in Montana and provides 

for enforcement of those laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Ca•paign Practices Act of 1975 was enacted 

in reaction to a public outcry directed at the antique and 

o~solete statutes regulating the business of conducting 

political campaigns and the total lack of enforce.ant of 

those statutes; and 

WHERE~s, the Ca•paign Practices Act of 1975 ha~ now 

been in effect for a period of 4 years. during which period 

implementation and coMpliance have fallen short of being 

accomplished; and 

WHEREAS, the ability of the Coeeissioner of Ca~pai~n 

Practices to fully effectuate the ad•inistratlve and 
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enforce•ent provisions of the Ca•palgn Practices Act of 1975 

is directly contingent upon the constitutional question 

surrounding his authority to enforce the ca•paign practice 

laws and upon the resources .ade available to his offfce; 

and 

WHEREAS, the failure to ad•ini5ter and enforce the 

~a•paign Practices Act of 1975 has engendered in the public 

a cynicls• 9 •lstrust, and even conteept for the ca.palgn 

process and the elected officials responsible for ensuring 

that the intent of the act be accoeplished. 

NOWw THEREFORE, BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SEN~TE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the 46th Legislature finds that the •aintenance of 

the public confidence in the ca.paign process and its 

elected officials through the ~a•paign Practices Act of 1975 

is as essential dOd worthy of support as when enacted by the 

44th l~gislature. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 46th Legislature 

believes that candidates, political co .. ltteeso and other 

pers~n~ involved in the ca•paign process should now be fully 

aw~re of thP provisions of the ~aepalqn Practices Act of 

1975 and their responsibilities under that act. 

EE IT FURTH~R RESOLVro, that the 46th Legisldture take 

the necessary steps to ensure that the provisions of the 
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1 Ca•paign Practices Act of 1975 can be fully effectuated and 

Z enforced. 

3 SE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the ~oth Le~islature 

~ direct the to .. issioner of Ca~aigo Practices to fully 

5 enforce the provisions of the Caa~aign Practices Act of 

6 1975. 
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