HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 33

IN THE HOUSE

February 8, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

March 8, 1979 Committee recommend bill, as
amended.

March 10, 1979 Printed and placed on members'
desks.

March 13, 1979 Second reading pass consideration.

March 14, 1979 On motion, taken from second

reading and referred to
Committee on Taxation.
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EPRESENTATIVES OF T TATE OF MONTANA REAFFIRMING THEIRM
SUPPORT FOR THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX AND PLEDGING EIR

oth SUPPORT FOR THE SUIT DEFENDING THE TAXa ) W,
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! WHEREASs the geople of Montanas through their eleffed £ .
representativess have decided that the ) developmenat of tha Yy~
state’s coal reserves should take place in a controlled and

orderly fashion; and #
o>

Z 1
u i3 WHEREASy the Montana Constitution delegates the taxin /’fr
QT & authority to the Legislature of the state of Montanai and

5 WHEREASy the coal mining industry must pay taxes 1evi aaCawsor

by the Legislature and abide by the laws of Montana as i
required of all good citizens; and W
KHEREASy the Leglisltature and the people of Montana are

cognizant of the environmental ruin and unesployment which b

has followed the strip-mining industry In Appalachiaj and M
the

WHEREASy the extraction of this resource has

radically alter the politicals socials 02:3914

22 potential te

23 economice and environmental charactaer of the state of
24 Montanai and

25 WHEREAS, the Legislature enacted a 30% severance tax on
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coal to avoid the wmistakes sade in the past in Appalachia
and Hentana by providing funds to ald local communities
suffering from the impacts of coal developments providing
loans and grants for research into renewable sources of
enerqgyes and placing a portion of the tax collected in a
trust fund for the benefit of future generations of
Montanans; and

NHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted a 303 severance

~tax on coal to avoid the mistakes of the pasts by helping

local communities cope with coal development and to insure
prosperity for future generations of Montanans; and

NHEREAS, out-of-state interests have filed suit
challenging the 30X coal severance tax and Montana®s right
to levy such a tax; and

WHEREASs the suit threatens Montana®s right to provide
for reasonable and orderly development of coal to protect
the safetys healths and general well-beling of the <citizens

of Montanas

NOWe THEREF(QREe BE IT RESOLYED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislature and the people of Montana reaffirs
their support for the 30X severance tax on coal and pledge
their full support to the Attorney General’s defense of the
coal tax suite

-End- -l
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Legisliature HJR 0033702

Aprproved by Cormittee
on Taxation

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 33
INTRODUCED BY FRATESs ROSENTHALe DAYy BENGTSON. AIZZARA,
OAILYs GILLIGANy GESEXK: KEEDYy KEMMISy UMDEs K. ROBBINS,
STAIGMILLERy LIENy METCALFe MANNINGs HOLMES, SHELDEN,
HARRINGTONs KANDUCHs FAGGy O®COMNNELLs KEYSERSs BAETH»
OBERGs MANUELy STOBIEs FEDAs TEAGUEs REICHERT s WYRICK,
MAGONEs VINCENTy MEHMRENSs He ROBBINSe HARPER, DOZIER, HIRSCHv
DUSSAULTy UNDERDALs DASSINGERe QUILICI, TROPILA» ELLiSe
SCHULTZy MEYERe YARDLEYs HUENNEKENSy ELLISONs JENSEN,
S. BROWNy ERNSTe FABREGAs HEMSTADs VINGERy WILLTAMS,
GERKEs HEALYs REGANs CONOVERs FASBENDERs BLAYLOCKs

MENAHANs VAN VALKENBURGe McCALLUMy KVAALEN

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REAFFIRMING THEIR
SUPPURT FOR THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX AND PLEOGING THE IR

SUPPORT FOR THE SUIT DEFENDING THE TaAX.

WHEREASy--the--peopte-of-Mentsnar-through-their-etected
representetiveSV-heve-deeided-that—the—-deve+opaent--of——the
statets--coat-reserves-should-take-place-in-a-controtied-and
orderty-fashiont-ond

WHEREASs the Montana Constitution delegates the taxing
author ity to the Legislature of the state of Montana; and

WHEREASe the coal mining industry must pay taxes levied
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by the fLegislature and abide by the laws of Montana as-+3
required-of-ot¥-good-evrtirens; and
WHEREASy-tRe-Legvstature-and-the-peopie-of-Nontens-—-are
cognizent-—-of--the-environmentat-roin-snd-onemployment-which
hes-fotlowed-the-strip-mining-tndustry-in-appetechiat-ond
WHEREASy—-the--extrection-—of--this--reseurce-—~-has-—the
petentiad-—~-to---radicatiy—-atter——the--potiticety--sociaty
econowmicy--and--environmentsi--character--of--the--stete-—of
Hontanat-and
unEREaSv-th.-gegi91ature—eneeted-e~aal-severanee-tas-on
cos}-—-to--avoid--the-mistakes-made-in-the-past-in-Appsatachie
end-neatana-by-péoviding--funds--eo--ois-—%eee%--eon-nities
suffering--from--the--impacts-of-coat-devetopmentv-providing
tosns-and-qrents-for--resasrch--inte--renewsble--sources--of
anergyv--end--plecing--o--portion--of-the-tax-coitected-in-a
trast--fund--for--the—-benefit-—of--future--generations---of
Hontananst-ond
WHEREASy--the--Legisioture~~has-enacted-a-38%-veverance
tax-on-cosi-to-aveid-the-mistanes-of-the--pasty--by--heiping
toeal--communities-—cope-with-caal-development-and-to—+nsure
prosperity-for-future-generations-of-Hontenanss-and
WHEREASs out-of-state interests have filed suit
challenging the 30% coa3l severance tax and Montana's right
to levy such 3 taxt-ond,

WHEREASyr—the-suit-threotens-Hontensts-right-to--provide
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For--reasonable-~-and--orderiy-deveiopment-of-coel-to-protect
the-safetyr-hesithy-snd-general-weit-being-of--the-~citizens

of -Montanss

NOwWe THEREFDREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEMATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTAYIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislature and the people of Montana reaffirm
their support for the 30X severance tax on coal and pledge
their full support to the Attorney General®s defense of the
coal tax suite

-End-
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