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representatives. have decided that the developaewt of 

state•s coal reserves should take place in a controlled 

orderly fashion; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Constitution delegates the 

authority to the Legislature of the state of Montana; 

by the Legislature 

required of all good 

the Legislature and the 

of the enviro~ntal ruin and 

Appalachia; and 

WHEREAS, the extraction of this resource has the 

potential to radically alter the political, social, 

econoalco and environeental character of the state of 

Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature enacted a 30~ severance taw on 

Lt 1686/01 

1 coal to avoid the •istakes .ada In the past in Appalachia 

2 and Hontana by providing funds to aid local c~nitles 

l suffering fro. the i8pacts of coal develo~nt, providing 

~ loans and grants for research Into rene~able sources of 

5 energy. and placing a portion of the tax collected in a 

6 trust fund for the benefit of future generations of 

7 Montanans; and 

8 WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted a 30~ severance 

9 tax on coal to avoid the •lstakes of the past, by helping 
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local co.-unities cope with coal develov-ent and to onsure 

prosperity for future generations of Montanans; and 

WHEREAS, out-of-state Interests have filed suit 

challenging the 30~ coal severance tax and Montana's right 

to levy such a tax; and 

WHEREAS, the suit threatens Montana•& right to provide 

for reasonable and orderly developeent of coal to protect 

the safety• health• and general •e11-belng of the citizens 

of Montana. 

~ow, THEREFOREo SE IT RESOLVED BV THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE Of HONTANA: 

That the Legislature and the people of Montana reaffir• 

their support for the 30' severance tax on coal and pledge 

their full support to the Attorney General•s defense of the 

Co.!l tax suit. 

-End- rt ~ 
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Ar'proved by Committee 
en Taxation 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 33 

INTRODUCED BY FRATESt ROSENTHAL• DAYo oENGTSONt AZZARA, 

OAILVo GILLIGAN, GESEKo KEEOVo KEMMISo UHDEt K. ROBBINS, 

STAIGMILLERt LIEN, METCALF• MA~NINGo HOLM~S, SHELOENt 

HARRINGTONt KANOUCHo FAGGo O'CONNELlt KEYSERt BAETHo 

OSERG 0 MANUElo STOBlEt FEDAt TEAGUE, RElCHERTt WYRtCKo 

MAGO~Et VINCENTt ~EHRENSt Ho ROBBINS, HARPERt OOZlERt HIRSCHt 

DUSSAULTt UNOERDALo DASSINGERo OUtLIClt TROPILAo ELLtSo 

SCHULTZ, MEYERo YARDLEYo HUENHEKENSo ELLISONo JENSENt 

So BROWN, ERNST, FABREGAt HEMSTADo VtNGERo WILLIAMS, 

GERKEo HEALVt REGANt CONOVERt FASBENDER, 8LAYLOCKt 

MENAHANo VAN YALKENBURGo McCALLUM, KYAALEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REAFFIRMING THEIR 

SUPPuRT FOR THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX AND PLEDGING THEIR 

SUPPORT FOR THE SUIT DEFENDING THE TAX. 

WHEREA5y--~he--peop~e-of-Meft~O"Oy-~ftPO~~-~he~P-e~eete~ 

r~pre~e"~o~fve~T-ft&Ye-deefded-~ha~-~he--develop•e"~--of--~~~ 

st~te&s--eool-reserve~-~heo•d-to•e-plee~-•"-e-ea"~ro+l~d-e"d 

o~de~+y-foshfo"t-n"d 

WHER£ASo the Montana Constitution d~legates the taxin~ 

authority to the Legislature of the sta~e of ~ontana; and 

WHEREAS, the coal ~ining industry must pay taxP.5 levied 
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by the Legislature and abide by the lavs of Montana •~-•~ 

reqof~ed-of-e++-geee-e+t+eens; and 

WHEREAS•-~he-~e~+sl&ta~e-ond-~he-~e-of-M~e--ere 

eogft+re"~--of--~~-env+~o~nte+-~afn-Oftd-an.-p+er-e~-whfeft 

hes-fe++owe~~stP~~-a+R+~+~t~y-+n-•~eeh+et end 

wHERe•s.--tn.--ewtPee~+Bft--of--~~+s--P&Sea~e.--has--~ft& 

poten~iel---~---redfeally---e+~•~--~he--polft+ee+y--soefel• 

eeon.-+e.--and--envfrenaente+--eft&~aeter--ef--~~-ste~e--of 

NeM:-fl-aiHt 

WHEREAS.-t~e-~eg+s+eta~e-enae~ee-a-~e•-se•ePenee-to•-Bft 

eoe+--~a--aw~d--the-af~~&ke~-•ade-+n-the-pest-fn-Appe+eeftfa 

and-~ene-by-prew+e+~-fends--~o--~d--+oea+--e~~fes 

~af+er+ftg--f~o.--~~e--+•paets-of-eoal-dewe+~•-PPOY+d+~ 

loan~-ond-gre"~'-for--~e~~~eh--fnto--re"eweb+e--~oo~e~~--of 

a"argy.--.nd--p+ee+ng--a--po~~f&n--ef-t~taw-eo++ee~e-+n-a 

~ras~--fa~--fop--~n.--bBftef+t--of--fotare--~fte~at+Bfts---of 

Mol'lta,..on~t-and 

WHEREA5y--t~--~egfslot~~e--ha~-enee~ed-a-~a.-~eve~enee 

tow-on-eeo~-to-awo+d-the-~+sta•es-ef-the--pasty--by--he+p+ng 

+oen+--eaM•o"f~fe~--eope-wfth-eftn+-deve+op.e"~-and-ta-f"sore 

pro~p~r+ty-for-fotore-ge"er~tfo"s-of-Mo"tononst-o"d 

WHEREAS, out-of-state interests have filed suit 

challenging the 30& coal severance tax and Montana•s right 

to levy such a taxt-o"d~ 

WHERE~S~-~he-~a+t-threoten~-Monto"o&~-~+ght-to--pre••ee 
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For--re~~o"ob~~--a"d--ord~+y-de•e+opme"~-of-eoel-~o-pro~ee~ 

2 t~e-~ofetyy-~eolt~~-a"d-~eftero+-•e+l-be+"~-of--the--e+t+reft~ 

3 of-~o"ta"a• 

4 

S NOWo THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Sf~ATE AND THE HOUSF 

6 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1 That the Legislature and the people of Montana reaffir~ 

8 their support for the lOa severance tax on coal and pledge 

9 their full support to the Attorney General•s defense of the 

10 coal tax suit. 

-End-
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