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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY EUDAILY, LORY 

IN THE HOUSE 

February 6, 1979 

February 7, 1979 

February 15, 1979 

February 17, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

IN THE SENATE 

February 20, 1979 

March 1, 1979 

March 3, 1979 

March 6, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

March 7, 1979 

On motion, rules suspended 
to allow Rep. Lory to sign 
Rep. Eudaily's name as chief 
sponsor on bill. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education 
and Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

~ JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO A STUDY AND 

REVISION Of THE lAWS RELATING TO SC:HOOL ELEC:TIONS IN THE 

STATE OF KONTANAa 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. 14 adopted by the 

45th Legislature recognized the need to create a unifora 

syst~ for all elections In Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the interim legislative c~aittee on election 

laws created pursuant to House ~oint Resolution No. 14 to 

prepare the extensive revision of Montana election laws 

identified proble•s relating to the adainistratlon of school 

elections; and 

WHEREAS, unifying school elections with other elections 

would require extensive study and revision of the existing 

school laws; and 

WHEREAS, unifying school elections with other elections 

•ay cause less confusion for the voters and aay Increase 

voter participation in school elections; and 

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Instruction is. 

among aany other duties, the chief state election official 
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LC: 0652/01 

for alt school elections; and 

WHEREAS, the clerk of the district is the local 

election adainistrator for all school elections; and 

WHEREAS, the knowledge of aodern and efficient election 

adeinistration procedures Is not the p~iaary lnte~est of 

current school election officials; and 

WHEREAS, so~ school election procedures aay contribute 

to the dlsanfranchlseaent of voterso delays in counting of 

ballotso deterioration of voter confidence in the electo~al 

process. and Increased costs for the conduct of school 

elections> and 

WHEREASo the central adalnistratlon of all elections 

regardless of the political jurisdiction aay prove to be the 

aost efficient and effective aanner of conducting error-free 

elections; and 

WHEREAS, electing school district trustees at the sa•e 

tiae as other local officials would enabl~ voters to 

conside~ all local probleas at the saae tiae. 

~O'oh THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIV~S OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the c:o .. ittee on Priorities is hereby requested to 

give high priority to a study of all laws pertaining to 

school elections In the state of Montana and to the 

preparation of legislation that would coordinate school 
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LC. 065-2/01 

1 elections with other elections and would allow for the 

2 central ad•inistratlon of all elections, Including school 

3 elections, by a sin~le local election ad~lnistrator. 

~ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study co .. ittee 

5- request the assistance of state, tocalt and school election 

6 officials in conducting its study. 

-End-
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INTRODutED 

T JOt~saUTJON oo. ,U._ 

<Y -'7 
A JOINT RESOLUTION DF THE SENATE ANO THE MOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO A STUDY AND 

REVISION OF THE LAWS RElATING TO SCHOOL ELECTIONS IN THE 

STATE OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS• House Joint Resolution No. 14 adopted by the 

45th Legislature recognized the need to create a unffor• 

syst .. for all elections In ~tanel and 

WHEREAS• the interi• leglslatiwe c~ittee on election 

la~s created pursuant to House Joint Resolution No. 14 to 

prepare the extensive revision of Montana election laws 

identified probleas relating to the a~inistration of school 

elections; and 

WHEREAS• unifying school elections with ~her elections 

would require extensive study and revision of the existing 

school laws; and 

WHEREAS• unifying school elections with other elections 

eay cause less confusion for the voters and •ay Increase 

voter participation In school elections; and 

WHEREASo the Superintendent of Public Instruction iso 

aeong eany other duties, the chief state election official 
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for all school elections; and 

WHEREAS• t~ clerk of the district is the local 

election adeinistrator for all school elections; and 

WHEREAS• the knowledge of 80dern and efficient election 

ade1nistrauon procedures Is not ~ 'Prl .. ry Interest of 

current schOol elec~ion officials; and 

MHEREAS• ~ school election procedures .. , contribute 

to the disenfranchlsellellt of 'fQters• delays ill c.mt:lng of 

ballots. deterioration of voter confidence in the electoral 

process• and lnc:reued costs for t.he conduct of school 

elections; -and 

WHE«EAS. the cent8el .-.lnistration of all elections 

reqardless of the political jurisdiction aay prove t.o be the 

eost efficient and effective .. nner of conducting error-free 

elections; atnc1 

WHEREAS• electing school district. trustees at the saee 

t.iee as other local officials ~ould enable voters to 

consider all local proble•s at the saee tiae. 

~OW• THEREFOREw BE IT RESOLVEO 8¥ THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That t.he co .. ittee on Priorities is hereby requested to 

give high priority to a study of all laws pertaining t.o 

school elections In the state of Montana and to the 

preparation of legislation that would coordinate school 
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1 elections with other elections and would allow for the 

2 central ad•inistration of all electionsw Including school 

3 elections, by a single local election ad•inistrator. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the study co•mittee 

S request the assistance of statew local• and school election 

6 officials In conductln9 its study. 

-End-

------- ______.,---
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED 8Y EUOAILYt LORY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO A STUDY AND 

REVISION OF THE LAWS RELATING TO SCHOOL ELECTIONS IN THE 

STATE OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. l~ adopted by the 

45th legislature recognized the need to create a unlfor• 

systeM for all elections in Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the interi• legislative co .. ittee on election 

la~s created pursuant to House Joint Resolution No. 14 to 

prepare the extensive revision of Montana election laws 

identified probleDs relating to the administration of school 

elections; and 

WHEREAS, unifying school elections with other elections 

would require extensive study and revision of the existinq 

school laws; and 

WHEREASo unifying school elections with other elections 

•ay cause less confusion for the voters and •ay increase 

voter participation in school elections; and 

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Instruction is, 

among many other dutieso the chief state election official 

• 

2 

3 

• 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 

l3 

l4t 

1<; 

16 

l7 

1B 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2't 

2'5 

·~ .. • • • 

HJR 0032/02 

for all school elections; and 

WHEREAS, the clerk of the district is the local 

election ad•inistrator for all school elections: and 

WHEREAS, the kn~ledge of .adern and efficient election 

ad•inistration procedures is not the pri•ary interest of 

current school election officials; and 

WHEREAS, so .. school election procedures .. Y contribute 

to the disenfranchise•ent of voters, delays In counting of 

ballots, deterioration of voter confidence In the electoral 

process, and increased costs for the conduct of school 

elections; and 

WHEREAS, the central adMinistration of all elections 

regardle~s of the political jurisdiction .. Y prove to be the 

.est efficient and effective •anner of co~ucting error-free 

elections; and 

WHEREAS, electing school district trustees at the sa.e 

time as other local officials would enable voters to 

consider all local problees at the sa .. ti ... 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of RfPRESENTAT1VtS OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Co.-ittee on Priorities is hereby requested to 

give high priority to a study of all laws pertaining to 

school elections in the state of Montana and to the 

preparation of legislation that would coordinate school 
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1 elections with other elections and would allow for the 

2 central adeinistration of all elections, including ~chool 

3 elections, by a single local election adeinistrator. 

~ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study committee 

s request the assistance of state, localo and school election 

6 officials in conducting its study. 

-End-
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