
February 3, 1979 

February 5, 1979 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 27 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Rereferred to Committee on 
Fish and Game. 
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hE, JOINT RESOLUTION NO • .s2Z_ 

INTRODUCED BY r~ ,:;;;tfd~ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION Of THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THAT THE 

PROVISIONS OF THE WILDERNESS ACT Of 1964 CALLING FOR 

CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS BE FULLY UTILIZED WHILE 

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF WilDERNESS; 

REQUESTING THAT THE FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCIES ADOPT 

FLEXIBLE GUIDELINES FOR WILDERNESS MANAGEMENTo ESPECIALLY TO 

INSURE THAT LIVESTOCK PERMITTEES ARE NOT ECONOMICALLY HARMED 

BY WILDERNESS DESIGNATION. 

WHEqEASo wilderness designation of suitable federal 

l~nds is a legltiaate and legally recognized for• of 

~ultiple use pursuant to section 2 of the Multiple 

Use-Sustained Yield Act of 1960; and 

WHEREASo wilderness provides an array of important 

multiple useso including but not li•ited to dispersed 

recreation, livestock grazing, wildlife habitato dOd clean, 

stable waterflows for dovnstreas uses; and 

WHEREAS, approxiaately 70~ of the national forest land 

in Montana and other western states Is available for tl•ber 

manage~ento developed recreation, and other intensive uses; 

and 
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WHEREASo sost of the re.aining undeveloped forest lands 

are re•ote high-elevation areas with a low potential for 

co .. odity production; and 

WHEREAS, unwarranted public subsidies are often needed 

to develop roadless lands in cases where the costs of 

development exceed the value of cossodities such as ti.Oer 

from •arginal growing sites; and 

WHEREAS, sanage .. nt of wilderness should not be unduly 

restrictive but should exhibit the inherent flexibility In 

the Wilderness Act of 1964 to provide laportant wilderness 

benefits to Aaerican society; and 

WHEREAS• livestock grazing Is fully cospatible with 

wilderness •anaqe .. nt and there has never been any 

curtailsent in nuEbers of livestock per•itted to graze in 

wilderness because of wilderness designation; and 

WHEREAS• federal land •anageaent agencies should both 

insure that the econoslc viability of a livestock operation 

is not haraed becsu~e of wilderness designation and that the 

livestock peraittee is given reasonable vehicular access 

when necessary to econo•ically eanage his grazing perait; 

and 

WHEREAS, wilderness is of national significance. but 

the decision to develop or preserve a potential addition to 

the national wilderness preservation syste• has national, 

state. and local i•plications requiring careful consultation 
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bet~een Congress, the Ad•ini5tratlono and the local people 

.est affected; and 

WHEREAS, our country .ust find a proper balance bet~een 

preservation and developeent of our natural resources, and 

prograas such as the Second Roaoless Area Revle~ and 

Evaluation (RARE Ill should properly reflect this balance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF "ONTANA: 

That the existing provisions in the Wilderness Act of 

196<\ calling for consultation ~ith the Governor and other 

local officials be fully utilized by the Ad•inistration and 

Congress in arriving at sound wilderness decisions, vhile at 

the sa .. tl .. recognizing the national significance of 

~ilderness In these deci5ions. 

BE IT FUR THEA RESOLVED, that the federal land 

aanage.ent agencies are urged to adopt flexible guidelines 

for the eanage8ent and protection of de5ignated ~ilderness 

and that special attention be given to Insure that fair and 

20 reasonable treat•ent Is afforded to livestock interests 

21 holding perelts within wilderness and potential wilderness. 

22 BE IT FURTHER RESOlVED, that the federal land 

23 eanag ... nt agencies should conduct a thorough and objective 
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econoeic analysis of potential 

Wlldernes• Pre5ervatlon Systee 
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allocated to develop.ent can be developed in a 

cost-effective aanner without unwarranted subsidization from 

the A.erlcan taxpayer. 

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEDo that Congress and the federal 

land eanageeent agencies give special attention to insure 

that local c088Unltles dependent upon ~aw materials from 

public lands are not adversely affected by wilderness 

deslgnationo while at the saee ti•e insuring that high 

quality roadless areas are added to our nation•s wilderness 

syste•• 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State of 

Montana shall forward copies of this joint resolution to the 

President of the United Statesw the Secretary of the 

lntarioro the Secretary of Agriculture, the Chairman of the 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Co .. itteeo the Chair•an 

of the House Interior and Insular Affairs co .. itteeo and the 

Montana con9ressional Delegation. 

-End-
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