
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, GERKE, KOLSTAD, SCULLY, 
DAILY, MOORE, RAMIREZ, DUSSAULT, FABREGA, 

BENGTSON, HARRINGTON, THIESSEN, MEYER, 

January 29, 1979 

February 13, 1979 

February 14, 1979 

February 15, 1979 

February 16, 1979 

February 17, 1979 

March 3, 1979 

March 6, 1979 

March 8, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

E. SMITH, MENAHAN 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
concurred 1n. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Thir~ reading, concurred in. 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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REPR~SENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of 

C'IHHlTTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN 

MONTANA 

A JOINT 

REQUESTlN~_THF / 
PC..-.c .. ~ 

CuMHITT EE TO 

CJo~::!UCT AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE NHD I'OR f:Ni'Rl>Y FORECASTING 

I~ THt STATE EY AN AGENCY OR AGENCIES OF THE STATf OF 

MONTA'lA. 

WHEREAS~ the deter•ination of the future availability 

of and demand for all for~s of energy• including but not 

limiteo to electricity, naturdl gas, crude oilt propane, 

h~atin~ oil• coal, and diesel fue1t is a matter of ut~ost 

concern to ~11 citizens of the state of ~ontana; and 

~HERE~S, an analysis of the end uses of all for~s of 

~ner~y is an essential part of determining the future 

av~ilability of and demand for energy; 3nd 

WHEREAS, the Montana Major Facility Siting Act requires 

th~ ~oard of Natural Resources 3nd C0ns~rvation to deter~in• 

that d need ex•sts for a facility before it may issue ~ 

certificdte of environm~ntal compatibility and public need; 

a~J 

WHEkEAS, such a need determin~tion must. in order to 

dVoid pldcin• . .J dn undue burden on interstut:::o com.nerce., be 
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LC 0197/01 

based upon both existing and projected energy demands in 

~ontana dnd its surrounding regions; and 

WHEREAS, any deterainatlon of future energy deaands 

eust rely upon the highly technical practice of energy load 

forecasting, of which there are nuaerous aethods; and 

WHEREAS, energy load forecasts of future Hontana and 

re9ional onergy demands are constantly prepared and updated 

by public utilities, rural electric cooperatives, federal 

governaental agencies, such as the Bureau of Reclaaation and 

the Bonneville Power Administration. Involved In the supply 

of energy and a variety of organizations concerned with 

assuring an adequate future supply of energy at the lowest 

possible rates; and 

WHEREAS, discussion has developed in recent •onths 

concerning the desirability of an agency or agencies of the 

state of Hontana b~ing funded to perform an independent 

enargy load forecasting function; and 

WHEREASt such an independent forecasting capability 

would b~ costly to develop and aalntalno and the forecasts 

develo~~d would he used only sporadically such as for cases 

in~olving ~enerating facilities before the Soard of Natural 

Resources and Conservation; and 

~H[REAS, su~h an independent fcr~casting c~pability may 

Ju~licdte ~function which ~i;ht be adequately performed at 

th~ pr~sent by private enterprise. federal governmental 
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1 c.oyencies, and various or\l<>nlz.~tlons of ener')y suppliers. 

l 

3 NOW• THEREFORh BE If RE$UlVlD bY fHl S' ·.~il ~:;o THE WJUSE 

4 OF REPRESE~TATIYES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA! 

> That the CoiUii ttee on Priorities is r .. qu .. sted to give 

6 hiyh priority to the appointment of d bipartisan joint 

7 interim committee to study the adequdcy of existing energy 

8 load forecasts and the necessity and desirability of 

9 d~veloping a state energy load forecasting capability. In 

10 par·~icular the study shall Include an evaluation of the 

11 prov;sions of the National Energy Act relating to energy 

12 forecasting in order to coordinate federal and state 

13 r~quirements and to take advantage of dny funds that •ay be 

1~ available through the National Energy Act. The study shall 

15 

16 

17 

also include an evaluation 

conducting an independent 

and funding sources for a 

of the methodologies of 

forecasto the potential cost of 

forecasting progr~m. and an 

15 evaluation of the capabilities of various state agencies 

19 that might conduct the independent forecast. 

lO RE IT FURTHER RESOLVFO• that the Committee shall report 

21 its findings and reco .. endatlons to the 47th legislature. 

-End-
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REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE Of MONTANA 

COHHITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN A JOINT 

CO~OUCT AN INTERIM STUDY Of THE NEED FOR ENERGY FORECASTING 

IN THE STATE BY AN AGENCY OR AGENCIES Of THE STAH OF 

MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, the deter•ination of the future availability 

of and deaand for all forms of energy, Including but not 

limited to electricity, natural gas, crude oil, propane, 

heatin3 oilo coalo and diesel fuelo is a 11atter of ut11ost 

concern to all citizens of the state of Kontana; and 

WHEKEAS, an analysis of the end uses of all for~s of 

energy is an essential part of deter•ining the future 

availability of and de•and for energy; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Hajor Facility Siting Act requires 

the Board of Natural Resources and Conservation to det~rmine 

that a need exists for a facility before it •ay issue a 

certificate of environ•ental co•patibility and public need; 

and 

WHEREAS, such a need determination •usto In order to 

avoid placing an undue burden on interstate coMmerce, bP 

LC 0197/01 

1 ba•ed upon both existing and projected energy de•ands in 

Z Montana and it1 surrounding regions; and 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

l.l. 

2l 

24 

2~ 

WHEREAS, any deterDinatlon o# future enerqy d .. ands 

.ust rely upon tne highly technical practice of energy load 

forecasting. of which there are nu .. rous ..thods; and 

~HfREASo energy load forecasts of future Montana and 

re~lonal energy demands are constantly prepared and updated 

by public utll itles, rural electric cooperatives, federal 

governaental ayencieso such as the Bureau of Recla.ation and 

the Bonneville Power Adslnistratlon, involved ln the supply 

of energy and a variety of organizations concerned with 

assuring an adequate future supply of energy at the lowest 

possible rateso and 

WHEREASo discussion has developed In recent •onths 

concerning the desirability of an agency or agencies of the 

state of Montana balnq funded to perfor• an independent 

energy load forecasting function; and 

WHEREAS• such an Independent forecasting capability 

would be costly to develop and .alntaln, and the forecasts 

developed would be used only sporadically such as #or cases 

involving generating facilities before the Soard of Natural 

Resources and Conservation; and 

WHEREAS• such an independent forecasting capability •ay 

duplicate a function which •ight be adequately perfor~ed at 

the pr<>sent hy private enterprise. federal govermnental 
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1 agencies. and various organizations of energy suppliers. 

2 

3 NOW• THEREFORE• ~E IT RESOLVEO BY THE S~~ATE ANO THE HOUSE 

~ OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

~ That the co .. itt .. on Priorities is requested to give 

6 hi~h priority to the appointment of a bipdrtis~n joint 

7 interi• ca.alttee to study the ade~uacy of existing energy 

8 load forecasts And the necessity and desirability of 

9 developing a state energy load forecasting capability. In 

10 p~rticular tha study shall include an evaluation of the 

11 provisions of the National Energy Act relating to energy 

12 forecasting In order to coordinate federal and state 

13 r~quire .. nts and to take advantage of any funds that •ay be 

14 available through the National Energy Act. The study shall 

15 also Include an evaluation of the .. thodologles of 

16 

11 

18 

conducting 

and funding 

evaluation 

an independent forecast. the potential cost of 

sources for a forecasting progra•• and an 

of the capabilities of various state agencies 

19 that •19ht conduct the Independent forecast. 

20 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that th~ C08eittee shall report 

21 its findings and reca..endations to the 47th legislature. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION MO. 17 

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, ~ERKEw KOLSTAOw SCULLYw 

OAILYo MOOREt RAMJREZt DUSSAULT, FASREGAo 

BENGTSON, HARRINGTON, THIESSEN, MEYERw 

E. SMITHw ~NAHAN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN A JOINT C~ITTEE TO 

CONDUCT AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE NEED FOR ENERGY FORECASTING 

IN THE STATE BY AN AGENCY OR AGENCIES OF THE STATE ~ 

MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, the deter•inatlon of the future availability 

of and de.and for all for•s of ener9Yw lnclud1ng but not 

limited to electricity, natural gaso crude oilt propane, 

heating oilt coal, and diesel fuelt is a •att~r of utaost 

concern to all citizens of the state of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, an analysis of the end uses of all for•s of 

energy is an essential part of deter•lning the future 

availability of and de•and for energy; and 

WHEREASw the Montana Major Facility Siting Act requires 

the Board of Natural Resources and Conservation to deter~.;~. 

that a need exists for a facility before it ••Y issue a 

certificate of environaental co•patibil;ty and public need; 
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and 

WHEREAS, such a need deteraination •ustt in order to 

avoid placinq an undue burden on interstate co .. erce, he 

based upon both existing and projected energy deaands in 

Montana and Its surrounding regions; and 

NHEREASt any deteralnation of future energy de•ands 

eust rely upon the highly technical practice of energy load 

forecasting. of which there are nu .. rous .. thods; and 

WHEREAS• energy load forecasts of future Montana and 

regional energy deaands are constantly prepared and updated 

by public utilities, rural electric coaperativese federal 

gowern.ent.al IJ9eft(:lesw such as the Bwe• of Reclaaatlon and 

the Bonneville P~er Adalnlstratlon• Involved in the supply 

of energy and a variety of organizations concerned with 

assuring an adequate future supply of energy at the lowest 

possible rates; and 

WHEREAS, discussion has developed in recent •onths 

concerning the desirability of an agency or ag~ncles of the 

state of Montana being funded to perfor• an Independent 

ener~y load forecastiny function> and 

~HlREASo such an independent forecasting carability 

would be costly to develop and •aintain, and the forecasts 

developed would be used only sporadically such as for cases 

involvin~ ~eneratinq facilities before the Board of Natural 

Re~ource~ and Lonservation; and 
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1 WHEREAS, such an independent forecasting capability say 

2 duplicate a function ~hich •ight be adequately perfor•ed at 

3 the present by private enterprise. federal gover~•ental 

~ agencies, and various organizations of energy suppliers. 

5 

6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THf HOUSE 

7 OF REPRESENTATIVES ~F THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

8 That the co .. ittee on Priorities Is requested to give 

9 high priority to the appolnt.ant of a bipartisan joint 

10 lnterla co .. ittee to study the adequacy of existing energy 

11 load forecasts and the necessity and desirability of 

12 deweloplftg a state energy lo.d forecasthg capability. In 

13 particular tha study shall Include an -•1•Kion of the 

1~ pr-lsions of the Nnlonal Energy Act relating to eRergy 

lS forecasting in order to coordinate federal and state 

1.6 r-.i r-nt:s .ncl to take adYMt.age of any fundS that -y be 

17 available through the National Energy Act. The study shall 

18 al&O include an evaluation of the -thodolO<Jies of 

19 conductiftg an independent forecast. the potential cost of 

20 and fundinq sources for a forecasting proqr••• and an 

21 evalu.tlon of the capabilities of various state agencies 

22 that •ight conduct the independent forecast. 

23 BE IT FURTHER RESQLVEO. ~ the ~o .. lttee shall report 

2~ Its findings and recoaaendations to the ~7th legislature. 

-End-
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