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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 3 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Coromittee on State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, as 
amended. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

Referred to Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, 
concurred. 

Second reading, indefinitely 
postponed, as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate, indefintely 
postponed. 
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HE HOUSE Of 

OF THE STATE OF HOHTANA CALLING FOR THE 

UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE ANO SU&MIT TO THE 

STATES AN AHENDHENT TO THE CONSTITUTION Of THE UNITED STATES 

REQUIRING, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, A BALANCED FEDERAL 

BUDGET AND ALTERNATIVElY PETITIONING THE CONGRESS OF THf 

UNITED STATES TO CALL A CONVENTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 

l~l STATES TO REQUIRE, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, A BAlANCED 

d._~ 13 FEDERAL BUDGET •I ~'(" . ( ( Ufli) • • t_; 
I 1~ ftr ~l~'-'!i)~~_--_-IZB~ 
~ '' 1ri:J;._ I(~~'-'~ /,.r-'1) ) ~ 
~ !i-f___:------ -~ '-j)!Y"' ~~ I I 

:::t
~6 WHEREAS, with each pass.ing'' year this nation becoaes 

1 17 .are deeply In debt as its expenditures gross'y and 
• ) ___ Jl__ 18 repeatedly exceed available revenues; and 

£jt: WHEREAS, conv I need that fl seal i r respons i b i 1 i ty at the 

federal 1 evelo the Inflation that rasults fro• this with 

Z1 policy, is the greatest threat that faces our nation, we 

u firMly believe that constitutional restraint is vital to 

Z3 bring the fiscal uiscipline needed to res.tore financial 

z"" responsibility; and 

l~ WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the 
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1 United Stateso a.end•ents to the federal Constitution may be 
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proposed by the Congress whenever two-thirds of both houses 

dee• it necessary or on the application of the legislatures 

of two-thirds of the several states that the Congress shall 

call a Constitutional Convention for the purpose of 

proposing amend•ents which shall be valid to all intents and 

purposes wnen ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 

of the several states. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ll RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

(1) That the Congress of the United States is hereby 

requested to propose and submit to the states an amendment 

to the Constitution of the United States which would require 

thato in the absence of a national e•ergency, the federal 

budget be balanced each fiscal year within 4 years after the 

a.end•ent is ratified by the various states. 

(l) Thato al ternat i vel Y• this body respectfully 

petitions the Co~gress of the United States to call a 

convention for the specific and exclusive purpose of 

proposin~ an aaend•ent to the Constitution of the United 

States to require a bala~ced federal budget and to ~ake 

certain exceptions with respect thereto. 

(3) That this application by this body constitutes a 

continuing application In accordance with Article Y of the 
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Constitution ot< the United States until at least two-thirds 

of t~e legislatures of the several states have aade siailar 

applications pursuant to Art·icle v. but if Congress proposes 

4 an a.and-.nt to the Constitution identical in subject eatter 

5 to that contained In this Joint Resolution. this petition 

6 for a Constitutional Convention shall no longer be of any 

1 force or effect. 

8 (4) That ~is request be of no effect in the event 

9 that such convention not be li•ited to the specific and 

10 exclusive purpose of requiring a balanced federal budget. 

11 (5) That as this application under Article V of th~ 

lZ constitution of the United States is the exercise of a 

13 funda•ental po~er of the sovereign states under the 

14 Constitution of the United States. it is requested that 

15 receipt of this application by the Senate and the House of 

16 Representatives of the Congress of the United States be 

17 officially noted and duly entered upon their respective 

18 records and that the full context of this resolution be 

19 published in the official publication of both the Senate and 

ZO the House of Representatives of the Congress. 

Zl (6) That copies of this resolution be sent to the 

zz Secretary of State and presiding officers of both houses of 

Z3 the legislatures of each of the several states in the Union. 

2'4 the Speaker and the Clerk of the United States House of 

25 Representatives. the President and the secretary of the 
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United States Senateo and to each •eeber of the Montana 

Congressional delegation. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

INTRODUCED SY MARKS, SPILKER, CONROYt WYRICKt KROPP, ROTH, 

SCnULTlo BENNETT, JOHNSTONe STAIGMillERo ELLISON, ERNST, 

K~NDUCHo SCULLY, lVERSONo UHDEt FA8REGAo NORDTYEOTo NATHEo 

THOFTo YINGER, FEOAt FAGGo LUNDt SEIFERTt K. ROBBJNSt 

HURWITZ, AllARAo OONAlOSONo LORYo MANUELo MANNINGo 

KVAALENt UNDERDALt LlENt SMITHo 8URNETTt PORTER, 

STOSIEo HAYNE, WOODt GOULDt SIVERTSENt KEYSERt 

PAVLOVICH, HEMSTADt RAMIREZ, SALFSr MOORE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRES~NTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA CALLING FOR THE 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE AND SUBMIT TO THE 

STATES AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

RfQUIRI~G, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, A BALANCED FEDERAL 

BUDGET AND ALTERNATIVELY PETITIONING THE CONGRESS OF THE 

UNITED STATES TO CAll A CONVENTION FOR THE fXCLUSIYE AND 

ilb~LE PURPOSE OF PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE UNITED STATES TO REQUIREo WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, A 

~Al~NCED FEDERAL BUDGET. 

WHEREASo with each passing year this nation becoMes 

mor~ deeply in debt as its expenditures qrossly and 

repedtedly exceed available revenues; and 
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WHEREASo convinced that fiscal irresponsibility at the 

federal level, with the inflation that results fro~ this 

policy, is th~ greatest threat that faces our nation, we 

fir11ly believe that constitutional restraint is vital to 

bring the fiscal discipline needed to restore financial 

responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of th~ 

United States. a_.ndments to the federal Constitution may be 

prooosed by the Congress whenever two-thirds of both houses 

dee~ it necessary or on the application of the legislatures 

of two-thirds of the several states that the Conqress shall 

call a Constitutional Convention for the purpose of 

proposing a.andments which shall be valid to all Intents and 

j)Urposes when ratified by the le9islatures of three-fourths 

of the several states. 

NOw, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEhATE A~O 

OF ~EPRESFNTATlVES Of lHE STAlE OF MONTANA: 

THE HOUSE 

111 That the Congress of the United States is hereby 

requcst<'d to propose and sub11it to the states an a-ndment 

to the Constitution of the United States which would require 

that. in the absence of a national e11ergencyo the federal 

budqet be balanced each fiscal year within lo years after the 

d~endment is ratified by the various states. 

121 That, alternatively, this body respectfully 
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petitions the Congress of the United States to call a 

convention 

propos in~ 

for 

an 

the specific and P~clusiv~ purpose of 

amendaent to the Constitution of the United 

~tates to require a balanced federal hud~et 3nd to •ake 

certain e~ceptions with respect thereto. 

(3) That this application by this body constitutes a 

continuing application in accordance with Article Y of the 

Constitution of the United States until at least two-thirds 

of the legislatures of the several states have •ade si~itar 

applications pursuant to Article Vw but if Con9ress proposes 

an aaend•ent to the Constitution identical In subject Matter 

to that contained in this Joint Resolutiono this petition 

for a Constitutional Convention shall no longer be of any 

force or effect. 

,.,., That this request be of no effect in the event 

that such convention not be li•ited to the specific and 

exclusive purpose of requirin~ a balanced federal budget !BQ 

18 &LLD»l~IAIH EXC~Pil~WliH R~SPECI THERETO. 

19 (5) That as this application under Article V of the 

20 Constitution of the United States is the e~ercise of a 

Zl 

22 

fundaMental po.,er of 

Constitution of the United 

the sovereig~ 

States, it 

stat<?s under 

is requested 

the 

that 

23 receipt of this application by the Senat~ and the House of 

2.. Representatives of the Con~ress of thP United States be 

25 officia,ly noted and duly entered upon their respective 
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1 

2 

3 

.. 
s 

6 

7 

1\ 

q 

lO 

11 

lZ 

13 

l .. 

lS 

HJII 0003/0 2 

records and that the full context of this resolution b<' 

published in the official publication of both the Senate and 

th~ House of Representatives of the Congre~s. 

(b) lhat copies of this resolution bP sent to the 

Secretdry of State and presiding officers of both houses of 

th~ legislatures of each of the several states in thG Union. 

the Speaker and the Clerk of the United States House of 

Representatives, the President and the Secretary of th~ 

Unit~d States Senate, and to each ~~mber of the ~ontana 

tongressionat delegation. 

.U) THaT NO totJYEMTION BE tAllf.ll_.-Willl _ _ll!l'-B.M. 

iiAJUTES If ENACTED THAT SPECIFICALLY PBOVIQE faR A PROCESS 

ill..HtUr.H IHE tillf'tfNT ION BE tQ!iQUUEfLAWl-Il:iL!WI!'ifJLliL!itUCJ:I 

1HL CON~EHIION'~ ~~&LllR MAl _af ___ L2f.L~U.lf!h 

&Ulli~.a.-'lEUAEBAI.fQ• MID ~QUD UpON. 

-End-

-4- HJ~ 3 
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rlOUSE JOINT RESOlUTION HOe 3 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS, SPILKER, CONROY, WYRICK, KROPPw ROTH, 

SCHULTZ, BENNETT, JOHNSTO~t STAIGMILLERt ElLISON, ERNSTt 

KANDUCHt SCULLYt lVERSONt UHOEt FABREGAt NOROTVEOTt NATHEt 

THOFT, VINGERt FEOAt FAGGt LUNDt SEIFERTt K. ROBBINS, 

HURWITZ, AZZARA, DONALDSONt LORYo MANUElt MANNINGw 

KVAALENt UNDERDAlt LIEN, SNITHt BURNETT, PORTERt 

STOBIEt HAYNct WOOOt GOULDt SIVERTSENt KEYSER, 

PAVLOVJ(H, HEMSTADt RAMIREZt SALES, MOORE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPR~StNTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA CALLING FOR THE 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE AND SUBMIT TO THE 

STATES AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

REQUIRING, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, A BALANCED FEDERAL 

BUDGET AND ALTERNATIVELY PETITIONING THE CONGRESS OF THE 

UNITED STATES TO CAll A CONVENTION FOR THE fi,LUSIVE ANQ 

~~LE PURPOSE OF PROPOSING AN AHENOHENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE UNITED STATES TO REQUIRE, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONSt A 

BALANCED FEDERAL BUDGET. 

WHEREAS, with each passing year this nation beco.es 

mo~e deeply in debt as its expenditures grossly anr1 

repeatedly exceed available revenues; ~nd 
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WHEREAS, convinced that fiscal irresponsibility at the 

federal level• ~ith the inflation that results froe this 

policy, is the greatest threat that faces our nation• we 

fir•ly believe that constitutional restraint is vital to 

bring the fiscal discipline needed to restore financial 

reiponsibility; and 

WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the 

United States, a .. nd•ents to the federal Conititution •ay be 

proposed by the (ongress whenever two-thirds of both houses 

dee• It necessary or on the application of the legislatures 

of two-thirds of the several states that the Congress shall 

call a Constitutional Convention for the purpose of 

proposing a .. ndaent& which shall be valid to all Intents and 

I)Urposes ~hen ratified by the leqislatures of three-fourths 

of the several states. 

NOW• THEREFORE• 8E JT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE A~O THE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STAT~ Df MONTANA: 

HOUSE 

tlt That the Congress of the United States is hereby 

requested to propose and submit to the states an a•end•ent 

to the Constitution of the United States which would require 

th.Jtt in the absence of a national e•ergency. the federal 

budget be balanced each fiscal year within It years after the 

;omendll'ent is ratified by t.he va~ious st<~teso 

12.1 That, alternatively, this body respectfully 
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petitions the Congress of the United States to call a 

convention for the specific and exclu~ive purpose of 

proposiny an a.endeent to the Constituti~~ of the United 

States to require a balanced federal hud~et and to Make 

certain exceptions ~ith respect th~reto. 

(3) That this application by this body constitutes a 

continuing application in accordance with Article V of the 

Constitution of the United States until at least t~o-thirds 

of the legislatures of the several states have •ada sieilar 

applications pursuant to Article Vo ~ut if Conyress proposes 

an a .. nd .. nt to the Constitution identical in subject •attar 

to that contained in this Joint Resolution. this petition 

for a Constitutional Convention shall no longer be of any 

force or affect. 

C"t Thet this request be of no effect In the event 

that such convention not be lieited to the specific and 

exclusive purpose of raqulrin9 a balanced federal budget AHQ 

18 ALLQWING tEBIAIN EXt£P~WIIH RESeEtl_l~• 

19 {S) That as this application under Article V of the 

ZO Constitution of the United States is the exorcise of a 

21 fund-ntal ~r of the sovereign states under the 

22 Constitution of the United Stateso It is requested that 

23 receipt of this application by the Senate and the House of 

Zlt Representatives of the Congress of t~ United States be 

ZS officially noted and duly entered upon their respective 
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records and that the full context of this rnsc1·~tinn ':·' 

~ublished in the official publication of both the Sen~te and 

th~ House of Rapresentatives of the Congress. 

16) That copies of this resolution be sent to the 

Secretary of State and presiding officers of both houses of 

th~ legislatures of each of the several states in the Union• 

the Speaker and the Clerk of the United States House of 

Repres~ntatives. the President and the Secretary of the 

United States Senateo and to each ~amber of the ~ontana 

Congressional delegation. 

(I) JHAT NO CQNYENTIQN~tALLED -UHIIL__-Efn~AL 

STAJUTES BE ENAtJED THAT SPEtlEitALLY PRQY1DE FOR A PROC~ 

II_¥HltH JUE tQN~NTIQN BE tQNDUtJED AND !HE HANNER al-H~ 

lU£_ tONVENJIQN'S -iUBJEti MATTER HAY __at_ __ QEL!Nf!If~ 

&UIIUtllll£_QfLlAf&Alllh. 6ND YQ.UD UPON• 

-End-
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