
March 5, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 899 

IN THE HOUSE 

On motion, rules suspended, bill 
allowed to be introduced. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 
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2 INT~ODUCE D BY ~ BILL NO. 1'11_ 

3 
~--, 

2 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUSPEND FOR TWO .. 
5 BIENNIUMS THE DUTY OF THE CODE CO~M[SSJONER TO PROPOSf '5 

6 CLEANUP lEGISLATION; AMENDING SECTION 1-11-204, HCAo• b 

7 7 

3 3F IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE DF MONTANA: A 

9 Section 1. Section 1-11-204, r.cAo i~ a~ended to read: 9 

lC "1-11-204. Duties of code co~mis~ioner. (1) Prior to 10 

ll Jdnuary lo 1919, the code co~~issioner shall recodify all ll 

12 the laws of a genPral and permanent nature appearinq in the 12 

13 codes and session laws and prepare them for publ icatinn. ll 

14 [Z) Prior to January lo 1919, the co•;c,,issicn.-,r shall 14 

15 prepdre and submit to the legislature a report w~ich is 15 

16 certified by the co~missioner as the •official Report of th~ lb 

11 i'!ont ~na Code co.,mi s s i oner•, together with a bill en.-,ct in<_; 17 

18 the Montana Cod~ Annotated. A copy of th~ report and hill lB 

19 shall be deposited with the secretary of state. The report 1'1 

20 sh.lll explc;in a"d indicate. in tabular or other for.-. :.11 .20 

21 changes made during recodification, othPr than punctuation .21 

22 and capital izationo to clearly indicate the character of 22 

23 each change. 23 

24 (31 Prior to November lo t9ib ~~· and prior to 24 

.25 Nov9mber 1 of Pach year thereafter• the commission~r shall 25 
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pr~pare and sub~it to the legislativ~ council a repor~. in 

tabular or other for•• indicating the c.o~H~issioner•s 

reco~mondations for legislation which will: 

(a) eli•inate archaic or ou~dated laws; 

(b) elislna~e obsolete or redundant wording of laws; 

(c) eliminate any duplications in law and any laws 

repeal~d directly or by iaplication; 

(d) clarify existin~ laws; 

c~l correct errors and inconsistencies ~ithir. the 

1 aws. 

(4 l The co-iss i oner shall cause to be prepaP'J for 

publ ic.>tion with the Montana Code Annotated the followin{J 

aat~rirtl: 

1~1 >tatutory nistory of e3ch code section; 

(b) Annotations of state and federal court decisior~ 

relatin:; to th" subject matter of the code; 

(c) ~uch editorial notes, cross-referenCPS• anJ olh~r 

Gatter ao; the CO'IJ'!missioner- considers d"'s i r<l!-,1 e or 

ad'li -~rit-.HJCOUS; 

(d) lho Ceclaration of Independence; 

(-') Th" Constitution of the United States of 1t.o1crici! 

and a01entlments thereto; 

(f) Act~ of con~ress re1ating to the authent;cation of 

law~ and records; 

(g) The Organic Act of the Territory of Montan~; 
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(h) The Enabling Act; 

II) The 1972 Constitution of the St~te of Montana and 

any a•end•ents thereto; 

(j) The Ordinances relating to federal relations and 

elections; 

(k) Rule~ of civil• cri~inal, and appellate procedure 

and such other rules of procedure ~s the Montana ~upre~P 

court •ay adopt; 1nd 

(1) A c~plete subject Index, a popular naae index• 

and ca.parat i ve disposition tables or cross-reference 

indexes rel~ting sections of the ~ontana Code Annotated to 

prior co•pilations and session laws. 

(5) After rublication of the ~ontana Code Annotatedo 

the code co•aissioner shall: 

(a) annotate. arrange, and prepare for publication all 

laws of a general and per•anent nature enacted at each 

legislative session and assiqn catchlines and code section 

nu.Oers to each new section; 

(b) continue to codify, index, arrange, rearrange, and 

~enerally update the Montana Code Annotated to aaintain an 

orderly and logical arrange•ent of thP. laws in order to 

avoid future need for bulk revision; 

(C) prepare and sub:~~it to Pach 1eqis1ature a reoort. 

24 certified as the •Official Report of the ~ontana Code 

2~ Coaaissioner--(year)• ~hich in;Jic1tes, in tabular or other 
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for•• all changes •ade during the continuous recodification. 

other than punctuation and capitalization• to clearly 

indicate the cha~acter of each change made since the first 

publication of the ~ontana Code Annotated. 

161 FroM ti•e to ti•e the coMmissioner shall confer 

with me•bers of the judiciary and the state o~r reT~tive to 

recodification procedures." 

-End-
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