HOUSE BILL 899
IN THE HOUSE

March 5, 1979 On motion, rules suspended, bill
allowed to be introduced.

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.
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INTRODUCED BY K\b\
o) \

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:z "AN ACLT TO SUSPEND FOR THO
BIENNIUMS THE DUTY OF THE CODE C(GMMISSIONER TO PROPOSE

CLEANUP LEGISLATION; AMENDING SECTION 1-11-204y KCAL™

SE IT ENACTED BY F¥HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE TF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 1-11-204y MCAy is amonded to read:
"1-11-2G4s Duties of code commissionore {l) Prior to

January ls 19794 the code commissioner shall recodify all

the laws of a general and permanent nature appearing in the

codes and sessiaon laws and prepare them for publicaziones

{2) Prior to January le 1979y the comunissicner shall
prepsre  and submit to the legislature a report which is
certified by the commissioner as the ®0fficial Report of the

Montana Code Commissioner®y together with a bill en~acting

the Hontana Code Annotateds A copy of the report and hill

shall be deposited with the secretary of state. The report

shall explein and indicatey in tabular or other forme 211}

changes mwmwade during recodifications other than punctuation

and capitalizations to clearly indicate the character of
each changea
(3) Prior to November 11y 3}9%6 1984, and prior to

November 1 of each year thereafters the commissionesr shall
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LC 1951701

prepare and subait to the legislative council a reportsy in
tabular or other forme indicating the commissioner®s
raecommendations for legislation which will:

(3) eleminate 3rchaic or outdated laws:

{(b) eliminate obsolete or redundant wording of laws:

{c} elisinate any duplications in law and any laws
repealed directly or by implication;

tdy clarify existing laws;

{2) correct errors and inconsistencies withinc the

{4) The commissioner shall couse to be preparad for
publication with the Montana Code Annotated the following
material:

{a) Statutory nistory of each code saction;

{b} Annotations of state and federal court decisiors
relating to the subject matter of the code;

{c) Such editorial notesy cross—refarencessy and othor
matter as the commissioner considers desirable or
advantageouss

td) The Ceclaration of Independence;

{e) The Lonstitution cof the United States of Amarice
and amandments thereto;

{f} Acts of congress relating to the authentication of
Taws and records;

{g) The Organic Act of the Territory of Montana;
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(h) The Enabling Act:

(i) The 1972 Constitution of the State of Montana and
any amendments thereto;

(j) The Ordinances relating to federal relations and
elections;

{k)} Rules of civile criminaly and appellate procedure
and such other rules of procedure as the Montana supreme
court may adopt; and

('} A complete subject indexsy a popular name indexry
and comparative disposition tables or cross-refarence
indexes relating sections of the Montana Code Annotated to
prior compitations and session lawse

{5 After publication of the Montana Code Annotateds
the code commissioner shall:

{3) annotates arranges and prepare for publication a1l
laws of a general and permanent nature enacted at each
legislative session and assiqn catchltines and code section
numbers to each new sectionj;

{b) continue to codifyes indexs arranges rearranges and
Jenerally update the Montana {ode Annotated to waintain an
orderly and logqical arrangement of the laws in order to
avoid future need for bulk revision;

{c) prepare and submit to each 1legislature a report
certified as the ®™Nfficial Report of the Montana Code

Commissioner——(y=ar )™ which indicatess in tabular or other
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forms all changes made during the continuous recodifications
other than punctuation and capitalizations te clearly
indicate the character of each change made since the first
publication of the Montana Code Annotated.

{6) From time to time the commissioner shall confer
with members of the judiciary and the state bar relative to
recodification procedures.™

~End~
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