HOUSE BILL 885

IN THE HOUSE

February 20, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.
February 20, 1979 Committee recommend bill,
do pass.
February 22, 1979 Second reading, as amended, do

not pass.
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g&d_&_ BILL NO. _{Z—f_

INTRUDUCED BY %

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:z “AN ACT TO REDEFINE TYHE TERM

*SERIOUSLY HMENTALLY ILL®; AMENDING SECTION 53-21-102s MCAa"™

BE IT GEMNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE DF MONTANAZ
Section l«. Section 53-21-102+ MCAs is amended to read:
"53-21-102. Definitionse As used in this parte the

following definitions apply:

(1) "Board™ or "mental disabilities board of visitors®
means the mental disabilities board of visitors created by
2-15-211a

{2) "Court®™ means any district court of the state of
HMontanae

{3) “Department®™ means the department of institutions
provided for in Yitle 2+ chapter 15. part 23.

{4) "Emergency situation™ means a situation in which
any person is in imminent danger of death or serious bodily
harnm from tihe activity of a person who appea2rs to be
serivusly mentally ille

(5) “Mental disorder™ means any organices mentals or
emotional impairment which has substantial advers~ effects
on an individual®s coanitive or volitional functionse

{6} "Mental health Ffacility" or "facility®” means 4
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public hospital or 2 1licensed private hospital which is
equipped and staffed to provide treatment for persons with
mental disorders or a community mental health center or any
mental health clinic or treatment center approved by the
department. No correctional institution or facitity or jail
is a ment3]l health facility within the meaning of this part.

{7) *"hNext of kin® shall include but need not be
limited to the spouses parentss adult childrens and adult
brothers and sisters of a2 persone

{8) ™Patient™ means @& person committed by the court
for treatment for any period of time.

{9} "Peace officer™ means any sheriff, deputy sheriff,
marshaly policemans or other peace officer.

{10) ®Professional person™ means:

{a) a medical doctor; or

(b) & person trained in the field of mental health and
certified by the department in accordance with standards of
professional licensing boardss federal requlationss and the
joint commission on accreditation of hospitals.

{11} “Reasonabie medical certainty® means reasonable
cartainty as judged Dy the standerds of 3 professional
persone

{12} "Respondent®™ means a person alleged in 3 petition
filed pursuant to this part to be seriousty mentalily ille

(13) "Responsible person™ means any person willing and
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able to assume raesponsibility for a seriously wmentally ill
person or person alleged to be seriously mentally ill,
including next of kins the person®s conservator or legal
guardiane if aéyc representatives of a charitable or
religious organizations or any other person appointed by the
court to perform the functions of a responsibte person set
out in this parte. Only one person aay at any one time be the
responsible person within the wseaning of this parte. In
appointing a responsible persons the court shall consider
the preference of the respondent. The court may at any times
for good cause showne change its designation of the
responsible persone

{14) "Seriously mentally i11l" means suffering from a
mental disorder which has resulted in self-inflicted injury
or injury to others or—the-—imminent-threst—thereof-or which
has deprived the person afflicted of the ability to protect
his life or healtha No person may be involuntarily cosmitted
to a mental health facility or detained for evaluation and
treatment because he is an epileptics mentally deficients
wentally retardeds senilee or sufforire froem o mental
disorder unless the condition causes him to be saeriously
sentally i1l within the macaning of this part.

{15} "State hospital®™ means the WHarm Springs state

hospitale™



