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~f.. BILL NO. 81$ 

1 NTRUDUCEO BY -+~~1&4~=-#'r~=+:-------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE TERM 

'SERIOUSLY MENTALLY Ill'o AMENDING SECTION 53-21-102, MtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-21-102, MCAo Is amended to read: 

"53-21-102. Definitions. As usad In this part, the 

following definitions apply: 

(l) •Board• or •aental disabilities board of visitors• 

Means the .ental disabilities board of visitors created by 

2-15-211. 

(Z) •court" aeans any district court of the state of 

Hontana. 

(3) "O~partment• .aans the departaent of institutions 

provided fer in Title 2, chapter 15o part ?3. 

(4) "Eaergency situation• aeans a situation in which 

any person is in iasinent danqer of death or serious bodily 

har,-, from the activity of a person Nho appears to be 

seriously ment~lly illo 

(5) •Mental disorder• aeans any organico •ental. or 

emotional iapalrment which has substantial advers~ effects 

on an individual's cognitive or volitional functions. 

(6) •Mental health facility• or "facility• aeans d 
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public hospital or a licensed private hospital which is 

equipped and staff~d to provide treat.ent for persons with 

aental disorders or a coaaunity aental health center or any 

aental health elinic or treataent center appr~ved br the 

departaent. No correctional institution or facility or jail 

is a aent~l health facility within the aeaning of this part. 

(7) •ttcllt of kin• shall Include but need not be 

ll•ited to the spouse, parentso adult childreno and adult 

brothers and sisters of a person. 

(8) •Patient• aeans a person coaaitted by the court 

for treataent for any period of tlae. 

{9) •Peace officer• aeans any sheriff, deputy sheriff, 

aars~l 9 pollce•ano or other peace officer. 

(10) •Professional person• aeans: 

(a) a aedical doctor; or 

(b) a person trained in the field of aental health and 

cert.i f i ed by the depi'lrt•ent In accordance with standards of 

professional licensing boardso federal regulations, and the 

joint co•aission on accreditation of hospitals. 

(11) •Reason~ble aedical certainty• aeans re~sonable 

c~rtalnty as judged by the Stdndards of a professional 

person. 

(12) •Respondent• ae3ns a person alleged In a petition 

filed rursuant to this part to b@ s~riously mentally ill. 

(131 •Responsible person• means any person willing and 
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1 able to assuee responsibility for a seriously •entally ill 

2 person or person alleged to be seriously aentc>lly ill, 

3 including next of kino the person•,. conservator or leqal 

~ guardiano if anyo representatives of a charitable or 

5 religious organization• or any other person appointed by the 

6 court to perfor• the functions of a responsible person s~t 

1 out in this part. Only one person aay at any one tl•e be the 

8 responsible person within the -.aning of this part• In 

9 appointing a responsible personw the court shall consider 

10 the preference of the respondent. The court eay at any ti•eo 

11 for good c-s• showno c"-'g• Its des I gnat ion of the 

12 responsible person. 

13 tl~) •Seriously .. ntally 111• eeans suffering fro• a 

1~ .. ntal disorder which has resulted In self-inflicted Injury 

IS or Injury to others •• ~~ l .. l~~~~ee4-er which 

16 has deprived the person afflicted of the ability to protect 

11 his life or health. No person eay be involuntarily coe•itted 

18 to a .. ntal health facility or detained for evaluation and 

19 traateent because he Is an epileptic, eentally deficiento 

20 .. entdlly retarded, senile, or suffcrir-:> fro'"" mental 

21 disorder unless the condition causes hie to be s~riously 

22 eentally ill within the ~aning of this part. 

23 (15} •state hospital• means the Ware Springs state 

24 hospit~l·• 

-End-
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