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46th legislature LC l6Z4/0l 

2 INTRODUCED SY 
Jp%'"' oo.flL_ 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT DEFINIMG NONHIGHWAY 

5 VEHICLES; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; IMPOSING A NOMHIGHWAY 

6 VEHICLE USE FEE; PROVIDING A ~ETHOD OF CFRTIFICAT[ON; 

7 PROVIDING PENALTIES; EXEMPTING CERTAIN NONHIGHWAY VEHIClES 

B FROM TAXATION; AHENOING SECTION 15-6-201, MCA.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 1• Definitions. As u5ed in 

12 [sections 1 through 19}• unless the conte~t clearly 

l3 indicates otherwise. the following definitions apply: 

14 (ll The term "dbA• eeans sound pressure level .aasured 

15 on the •A~ weight scale in decibels. 

lt- (2) •oepart•ent• aeans the depart~nt of fish and ga~e 

17 of the state of Kontana. 

18 (31 "New nonhighway vehlclea .eans any nonhighway 

19 vehicle that has not been previously sold to an owner• as 

20 def i nP.d in subsection Pl• 

21 (4) (a) •Nonhighway vehicle" seam. any self-propelled 

22 vehicle used for recreation or Lross-country travel on 

23 public lands. trails. ease-nts. lakes. rivers. or strea•s• 

24 Such vehicles include but are not li•ited to .otorcycles. 

25 dune buggies, amphibious vehicles. air cushion vehicles. and 
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any other .eans of land transportation deriving .otive power 

froa any source other than •uscle or ~Ind. 

(b) Nonhighway vehicle does not include: 

[i) any vehicle Oe$1gned prl•arlly for travel on• 

-•r• Of" in the water; 

(ii) snowaobiles; or 

(Iii) any vehicle otherwise licensed under the laws of 

the state. 

(5) •Nonhlqnway vehicle use per•lt• .. ans the per•it 

sy5t- established for . nonhighway vehicles in this state 

under (sections 2 through 6). 

(6) •Operator• includes every person ~ho operates or 

is in actual physical control of the operation of a 

nonhlohway vehicle • 

(1) •Owner• includes every person as defined herein• 

other than a lienholder or other person having a security 

interest only, holding a certificate of ownership to a 

nonhighway vehicle and entitled to the use or possession 

thereof. 

1 8) •Person• includes an individual, partnership, 

association• corporation, 8nd any other body or group of 

personso whether Incorporated or not and regardless of the 

degree of for•al organization. 

~~ECIIDN. Section 2. Nonhighway vehicle use permit 

fee application and issuance use of fees. (l) No 
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nonhighway vehicle .ay be operated by ~ny person in the 

state upon any public lands• trails, easeaents• lakes. 

rivers. or streaas unless there is displ1y~o on it a decal 

as visual proof that the nonhighway vehicle use per•it fee 

has been paid for the current yeJr• 

(Zt Application for the nonhighwa·, ""hicle use per01it 

decal shall be •ade to the c<>Unty tr-,asur<-r upon for111s to be 

furnished for this purpose. which oay be obtained fro• the 

division of .ator vehicles or at the county asses~u••s 

office in the county where t.h<> owner resides. The 

application shall contain the following inforftlltion: 

(a) naaa of owner; 

(b) address; 

(cJ certificate of ownershlp.nu~eri 

{d) na.a of wanufacturer; 

(e) 110del nuwber; 

(f) sake; 

C g) l'lorsepo..er ; 

(h) year of •anufacture; 

[il such other information as the division of .otor 

vehicles may require. 

(3) The application shall be signed by tl'le county 

treasurer and transmitted by hie to the division of actor 

vehicles accospanied by a fee of 515. Upon receipt of the 

application in approved form, the division of ~tor vehicles 
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or county treasurer shall issue to the applicant a decal in 

the ~tyle ;md design prescribed by the division and of a 

<Ji ffi"ro>nt .,:olor than the preceding year, nu111bered in 

se(iua:::·nc~.., 

(-.) The a~>licant shall pay the county treasurer the 

dppl icdtion fee for ~he ~urrent year before the ~pplication 

~ay be accepted by the c~ur.ty treasurer. 

{5~ All money collacted fro~ payment of the fees and 

all interest accruing from use of this money shall be turned 

ov.;.:r to the state tre-asurer .and place-d in the earm."if-k,.:!d 

r~v~nue fund to the credit of the department• with $1 

deSI-:Jnated for use in enforcing the purposes of (sections 

th;ougn 19] and S14 designated for use in the development• 

maintenance, and operation of nonhighway v~hicle facil itie~. 

~f!:Il.!lti& Section 3., Application to be meld'' 

.:.nnually g..-ace period proof of purch . .,e. ( 1) 

Application ~ust be made to the county treasurer for th~ 

issuance of a oconhighway vehicle ~se permit decal annual f• 

All decals expire on June 30 of each year. 

IZJ An owner of a newly purchased nonhighway vehicle 

shall have a grace period of 20 calendar days f..-om the date 

of purchase to make application for a current nonhiqhway 

vehicle use permit decal, provided that at all times durin~ 

that period a bill of sale o..- other proof of purchasa 

reciting the date of purchase shall be carried bv the 
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operator or with the nonhighway vehicle. An owner or 

operator of such a nonhighway vehicle being operated after 

the 20-day grace period without a current nonhighway vehicle 

use per•it decal displayed on the nonhighway vehicle ~hall 

be subject to the penalties of (section 18)o as a.anded. 

UfM-SECTION. Section 4. Vehicles exe•pted fro• 

nonhighway use per•its. Nonhighway use per•its are required 

under the provisions of (sections 1 through 19) except for 

the following: 

(1) nonhighway vehicles owned and operated by the 

United States, another stateo or a political subdivision 

thereof; 

(2) nonhighway vehicles owned and operated by this 

state or by any •unlcipality or political subdivision 

thereof; 

13) a nonhighway vehicle operating in an organized 

co11petitive event on 

However, if such leased 

Montana, this exe•ptlon 

privately owned or leased land. 

land is owned by the state of 

does not apply unless the state 

agency exercising jurisdiction over the land in question 

specifically authorizes the co•petitive event. 

(4) nonhighway vehicles operated on lands owned or 

leased by the nonhighway vehicle owner or operator or on 

lands on which the operator has per•ission to operate 

without a nonhighway use perMit; 
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(5) a nonhlghway vehicle o.ned by a resident of 

another state if the nonhighway vehicle is registered In 

accordance with the laws of the other state. This exe•ptlon 

shall apply only to the extent that a si•ilar exe•ptlon or 

privileqe is granted under the laws of that stateo except 

that any nonhighway vehicle that is validly registered in 

another state and which Is physically located in this state 

for a period of .are than 15 consecutive days is required to 

obtain a Montana nonhighway use perait• 

(6) nonhighway ve~icles vhile being used for search 

and rescue purposes under the authority or direction of an 

appropriate search and rescue or law enforceaent agency; 

(7) nonhighway vehicles used pri•arlly for 

construction or inspection purposes during the course of a 

co.-erclal operation. 

~EW $EtTIQN. Section ~. Nonresident te111porary use 

per•its -- use of fees. (1) The requireaents pertaining to 

the nonresident te.porary nonhighway vehicle use per•it are 

as follows: 

(a) Application for the issuance of the per•it shall 

be •ade at locations and upon for•s prescribed by the 

department. The for•s shall include but are not li•ited to: 

(I) applicant's naae and per.anent address; 

Iii) ~akeo eodelo yearo and serial number of the 

nonhlghway vehicle; and 
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(b) Upon subelssion of 

LC 1t.2.0,f01 

the nonresIdency of the 

the application and a fee of 

$6 9 a nonresident teapora~y nonhighway vehicle use sticker 

shall be iasued. The sticker shall be displayed in a 

conspicuous aanner on the nonhighway vehicle. 

(2) The te.porary per•lt Is valid for a consecutive 

3D-day period as designated by the pereit. 

(3) The pereit Is not proof of ownershiP• and no 

c~rtificate of ownership eay be issued• 

(.0,) All aoney collected by payeent of feea under this 

aect~on shall be turned over to the state treasurer and 

placed in the earearked revenue fund to the credit of the 

depart.ant. vith one-half to be used In adalnlstering this 

section and one-half to be used In the develop.ant• 

eaintenancew and operation of nonhighway vehicle facilities. 

(SJ The failure to display the pereit as requir¥d by 

this section or the aaklng of false stateeents in obtaining 

the perelt Ia a elsdeeeanorw punishable by a fine of not 

less than S25 or .ore than SlOO. 

NEM SECTIQH. Section 6. Duplicate decal. In the event 

any nonhiqhway vehicle use pereit decal Is lost• eutilated• 

or becoe~ Illegible• the person to whoa the saae was issued 

shall l .. ediately •ake application for and •ay obtain a 

duplicate thereof. upon pay .. nt of a fee of Sl to the ~ounty 
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treasurer. 

NEW SECTIQN. Section 7. Certificate of ownership. (1) 

No nonhighway vehicle aay be operated upon any public lands• 

trails 9 easement~, lakes• rivers. or streaMs unless a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained froM the 

division of ector vehicles in accordance with the laws of 

this state. 

{2) Before such certifl~ate eay be obtained, the owner 

of a nonhlghway vehicle shall make application for a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be 

furnished for this purpose which shall require the following 

infor•ation: 

[at na88 of owner; 

(bt residence by town and county; 

(c) business or hoae •ail address; 

(d) naae and address of lienholder; 

(et aeount due under contract or lien; 

{f) naae and address of •anufacturer; 

fgt eodel number or naMe; 

(h) serial nueberi and 

(i) na•e and address of dealer or other person from 

whoe acquired. 

(3) The application shall be signed by at least on~ 

owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative 
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of the owner. 

(4) If a certificate of ownership for a nonhiqhway 

VPhicle has previously been issued under the provisions of 

this sectiono the application for a new certificate •ust be 

accoapanied by the l•aediately pre.ious certificate or by an 

affidavit upon a prescribed fora stating under oath that the 

vehicle had not been operated during the i .. ediately 

previous year. This subsection does not app,y to nonhighway 

vehicles that are purchased as new and unused aachlnes or 

that were operated when the provisions of [sections 1 

through 19) were not In force and effect. 

(5) Upon coapletion of the application on foras 

furnished by the division of aotor vehicles, the county 

treasurer shall forward one copy and the original 

application to the division, which shall cause to be entered 

the inforMation contained in the application upon ~h~ 

corresponding records of its office, and shall furnish the 

applicant a certificate of ownership, which shall contain 

the infor•ation found on the application and a peraanent 

ownership number. The certificate of ownership is not 

~equi~ed to be reneved annually and is valid as long as the 

person holding it owns the nonhlghvay vehicle. 

(6} The owner shall at all tiees retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership. except ~h~n the sare is being 

trans•itted to and from the division for endorse.ant or 
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cancellation. 

(7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership• a 

fee of 13 shall be paid to the county treasu~ero one-half of 

vhich fee shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

division of .otor vehicles• 

NEW SEtiJOHa Section a. Transfer of Interest. (1) 

Except as provided In subsection (31• upon a transfer of any 

certificate of ownership to a nonhlghway vehicle registered 

as required under the provisions of [section l]w the person 

"hose title or interest l.s to be transferred shall write his 

signature with pen and Ink upon the certificate of ownership 

issued for the nonhiqhway vehicle in the appropriate space 

provided upon the reveYse side of the certlflcatew and such 

signature shalt be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter. the transferee 

shall forward the certificate of ownership so endorsed, 

to9ether with the inforaation required under [section 1]• to 

the division of motor vehicles• which shall file the samP 

upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership may be 

is~ued by the oivision until the outstanding certificates 

are surrendered to that office or their loss e5tablished to 

Its reason~ble satisfaction. The division shall collect a 

fee of S3 for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(3) ~purchaser of ~new or used nonhlghway veh~cle 

from a licensed nonhighway vehicle dealer has a g~ace pe~iod 

-10-
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of 20 calendar days fr~ ~he date of purchase to aake 

application for a certificate of ownership and to obtain a 

nonhighway vehicle use per•it. It is not a violation of 

[sections 1 through 19) or any other law for the purchaser 

to operate such a nonhighway vehicle without a certificate 

of ownership and a nonhlghway vehicle use per•it during the 

zo-day period. During this period the stickert provided for 

In subsection (It)• shall r .. aln affixed to the nonhlghway 

v.hlcle. 

(Itt Prior to the delivery of the nonhighway vehicle to 

the purchaser• the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

nonh~ghway vehicle a sticker• in a fora to be prescribed by 

the division of .ator vehicles. The sticker shall contain 

the na .. and address of the purchaser• the date of sale, the 

na.e and address of the dealer• and a description of the 

nonhighway vehicle• Including its serial nu.Oer. The dealer 

shall keep a copy of the sticker for his records and shall 

send a copy of the sticker to the division. 

(5) The provisions of subsection CZJ• requiring a 

transferee to forward ~he certificate of ownership after 

endorseeant to the divlslont do not apply in the event of 

the ~ransfer of a nonhighway vehicle to a duly licensed 

nonhighway vehicle dealer Intending to resell the nonhighway 

vehicle and who operates it only for de.anstratlon purposes, 

but every such dealero upon transferring such interest. 
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shall deliver the certificate of ownership 

application for a new certificate e~ecuted by the 

in accordance with the provisions of [section 

with an 

new owner 

7]• The 

divislono upon 

application for 

'~ceipt of the r.e~tificate of ownership and 

a new certificate• together with the 

conditional sales contract or other lien. if any. sh•ll 

issue a new certificate of ownership together with a 

state .. nt of any conditional sales contract. Mortgageo or 

other lien. 

NEW SECTIQH. Section 9. lost or mut iT ated 

certificates. In the event any certificate of ownership is 

lost• .utilatedo or beco•es illegible• the person to whom 

the same was issued shall immediately make application for 

and •ay obtain a duplicate thereof. upon pay.ent of a fee of 

Sl. 

HIM~OK. Section 10. Dealer registration 

certificate use of fees. (1) A dealer registration 

certificate shall be Issued in accordance with [sections 

through 10]• 

(ll Upon 

a fee of S5t 

receipt of dealer application and payment of 

the dealer shall be issued two dealer 

nonhighway vehicle identification cards which shall be 

carried by dealer or dealer's custo•er when operating or 

demonstrating dealer•s nonhighway vehicl~s. 

(3) No bond is required of the dealer. 

-12-



2 

3 

4 

':) 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Z4 

25 

LC l621tf0l 

(4) Addi.:•onal dealer nonhighway venicle 

identification cards aay be purchased by the dealer for a 

fee of S2o 

( '>) A dealer registration cert If i cat:e and 

identification cards expire on June 30 following the date of 

issuance. 

(61 All money collected froa such fees and all 

inte~ast accrulnq from use of this ~toney shall be deposited 

in the earaarked revenue fund to the credit of the 

depart~ent fo~ develop•ent. aalntenance, and operation of 

nonhighway vehicle facilities or other facilities that aay 

properly be used for ncnhighway vehicle use. 

NEW SECTION, Section ll• Exeaptions. {1) The 

provisions of [sections 7 through 10]• with respect to 

certification of ownership• do not apply to nonhighway 

vehicles owned or used by the United States or another state 

or any agency or political subdivision theroof, any 

nonhighway vehicle registered In a country other than the 

United States and to be te•porarily used within this state 

tor a period of not 110re than 30 days, o.- to any nonhiqhway 

vehicle registered in another state of the United States but 

to be temporarily used within this state fo.- not aore than 

30 days. Nonhighway vehicles owned by the state of ~ontana 

or any agency or political subdivision thereof ~re Pxempt 

only fro• the payaent of fees and shall otherwise comply 
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with all the requireaents of [sections 1 through 19]• 

12) The provisions of [sections 1 through 10) with 

respect to certification of ownership do not apply to 

unregistered nonhlghway vehicles owned by nonresidents of 

the state of ~ontana displaying visual proof that a 

nonresident teaporary nonhlghway vehicle use per•lt has been 

purchased. 

HEW SECTICbe Section 12. Noise lialtse (1) Nonhighway 

vehicle aaxl.u• noise llalts at a distance of 50 feet f.-a. 

the centerl lne of travel ,aay not exceed: 

{a} for any such vehicle •anufactured before January 

1w l973w 92 dbAi 

(b) for any such vehicle aanufactured on or after 

January lw 1973• and befo.-e January 1w 1915• 88 dbA; 

(c) for any such vehicle •anufactured on or after 

January 1, 19TSo 86 dbA. 

(2) The departr.ent •ay accept a dealer•s certificate 

as proof of coepliance with this section. 

(3) Test procedures for coepliance with this section 

shall be establish"d by the depart•ent, taking Into 

consideration the test procedures of the society of 

auto.otive engineers. 

(41 No person •ay sell or offer for sale a new 

nonhiqhway vehicle that produces a •axlmu• noise exceeding 

the noise 1 i•its set forth in subsection (1) for which noise 
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e•ission standards or regulations have not b~n adopted by 

the ad•inistrator of the envlron•ental protection agency 

pursuant to the federal Noise Contr~l Act of 1972, P.L. 

92-514. 

(5) No person •ay sell or offer for sale a new 

nonhighway vehicle that produces noise that «><ceeds or In 

any way violates the noise e•ission standards or regulations 

adopted for such a vehicle by the adeinistrator of the 

environaental protection li98"CY pursuant to the federal 

Heise Control Act of 1912• P.L. 92-57'>• 

HEM $ECIIQMe Section l3e Per•ission necessary to 

-t4•· up- pri'Vabl landse The provisions of [stKtions 1 

through 19) apply to all lands in this state. Nothing in . 
(sections 1 through 19] shall be cpnsldered to grant to any 

person the right. or authority to enter upon private property 

without per•hsion of the property comer. 

~EW SECTIQM. Section 1"• Local political subdivisions 

or state agencies to regulate operation of nonhighway 

vehicles. Not.ithstanding any of the provisions of [sections 

1 through 19], any cityo county. or other political 

subdivision of this state or any state agency .ay regulate 

the operation of nonhighway vehicles on public lands. 

1o1atersw and other properties urtder Its jurisdiction by 

adopting regulations or ordinances of its governing bodyw 

provided that the regulations are not less stringent than 
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the provisio,,s of [sections 1 through 19]a 

HEW SECTION. Section 15a Operating violations. It is 

unla1o1ful for ;,ny person to operate any nonhlghway vehicle: 

( 1) whi 1 e U' ler the influence of i ntox icati ng 1 i quor 

or a controlled substance; 

(2) in such a manner as to endanger the property of 

another; 

(3) on lands not o~ned by the operator or owner of the 

nonhiqhway vehicle ¥ithout a lighted headlight and taillight 

between toe hours of dusk and da1o1n or when oth~rwise 

required for the safety of others regardless of ownership; 

( .. ) on lands not owned by the operator or owner of the 

nonhighway vehicle without an adequate braking device or 

when otherwise required for the safety of others regardless 

of ownership; 

(5) without a spark arrester approved by 

depart•ent; 

(6) without 

which effectively 

an adequate and operating muffling dev 

li•its vehicle noise to 111eet 

require.ants of [section 12]; 

(7) on the .. dian of any divided highway; 

the 

the 

(8) on lands not owned by the operator or owner of the 

nonhighvay vehicle in any area or in such a •anner so as to 

unreasonably expose the underlying soil or to create an 

erosion condition or to injure, damage. or destroy treesr 
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growing crops. or other vegetation; 

19) on lands not owned by the operator or owner of tne 

nonhiqhway vehicle or on any trail th3t Is restricted to 

p~destrian or animal travel; and 

(10) on any public lands in violation of rules and 

regulations of the agency adainistering such l~nds. 

~~ Section lb. Accidents involving 

nonhighway vehicles. The owner or operator o~ a nonhlghway 

vehicle that is involved in any accident• collision, or 

upset when personal injury occurs to any person or •hen 

property damage exceeds 5100 shall report the accident or 

occurrence to a state or local taw enforce.ant agency 

responsible for collecting reports of accidents Involving 

motor vehicles. 

HEh SECIIO~ Section 17. Enforceeent. The following 

persons c2y enforce the provisions of [sections 1 through 

19]: 

( 1) the enforceaent officers eaployed by the 

department, with respect to violations relating to •lldlife 

or birds. discharging firear~s. or sound level llaitations. 

However, with respect to the sale of any new nonhighway 

vehicle that is subject to the provisions of [section 12]• 

the attorney general of the state of Montana shall• upon the 

request of the department• sue fur the recovery of the 

penalties provided In {section 18] and bring an action for a 
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or peraanent injunction 

offers to sell a ne• 

nonhiqhway vehicle that does not satisfy the sound level 

ll•ltatlons leposed by {section 12]. 

12) the sheriffs and their deputies of the respective 

counties and the pollee officers of cities and towns. within 

their respective jurisdictions. and the state highway 

patrol• with respect to any violation of [sections 1 through 

19)• 

MEW SECTIQN. Sectl~n 18. Penalties. (1) The failure 

to display a current nonhighway vehicle use perait during 

the tiae provided In [sections z, 3o and 5] Is a 

aisd .. eanore punishable by a fine of not less than 525 or 

.are than 5200. 

(2) A person who violates any other provision of 

(sections 1 through 19) or a rule adopted pursuant thereto 

shall pay a civil penalty of not less than S25 or .are than 

S500 for each separate violation. 

{3) A •anufacturer who certifies that a new nonhighway 

vehicle can aeet the sound level 1ieitations ieposed by 

(section 12] shall be subject to the penalty provisions of 

subsection (2) if any aachine so certified does not .aet the 

appropriate sound 1e¥e1 ll•ltatlon. For the purposes of this 

section. every sale of a new nonhijhway vehicle that does 

not aeet the sound level lieitations ieposed by (section 12) 

-18-



1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

IS 

16 

ll 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

lC lbZlt/01 

constitutes a separate violation. 

NEM SECTIQN. Section 19e Use of fun~s fro• fines and 

forfeitures. All fines and forfel tures collected under 

[section 12] 

u ans•U:ted to 

relating to nonhi~hw~y vehicles shall be 

tne state treasurer ~ho shall deposit such 

fines and forfeitures In the ear•arked revenue fund to the 

credit of the depart.ant to be useo only for nonhighway 

vehicle safety and education• 

Section zo. Section 15-6-201• ''CA~ is ai!Minded to read: 

•t5-6-20le Exe8pt categories. 111 (a) The property of 

the United States. the state. c~unties. cities. towns. 

scho<.•l diStricts• Irrigation districts Of'ganlzed under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profit• aunicipal 

corporwtlons, public librarlesi buJldlngs, with la~d they 

occupy .ad furnishings therwin, owned by a church and used 

for actual religious worship and for residences of the 

clergy, together with adjacent land reasonably necessary for 

convenient use of such buildings owned by a church; such 

other property as is used exclusively for agricultural and 

horticultural societies. for educational purposss. 

hospitals• and all property, both real and personal, without 

li•itation as to a.ount 

shall not exceed MO 

except 

acres, 

that real property 

owned and held by 

owned 

any 

association or corporation organized under Title 35, chapter 

20 or 21o Cemeteries, provided such ceaeteries and any land 

-19-
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claiaed to o~ exempt are not maintained and operated for 

private or corpurate profit; Institutions of purely public 

<:har i ty; e'f i <J•m<.e of Gebt secured by 180rtgages of record 

3;;on real or p-e:s' .ial property in the state of Montana; and 

pteblic art gall·;ries conct public observatories not used or 

••<'·ld for prlv3t'i! ur corporate profit are exempt from 

taxation, but no more land than is necessary for such 

purpose is exeapte 

jb) As used in this subsection• the term "institutions 

of purely public charity• includes organizations owning and 

operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged or 

chronically lllo which are not operated fo< gain or profit, 

and the ter•s •public art galleries• and •public 

observatories• .ean only such art galleries and 

observatories, wh&ther of public or private ownership• as 

are open to the public without charg~ or fee at all 

rqasonable hours and are used for the purpose o~ education 

onlye 

(2) All household goods and furniture, including 

clocks, IIUSical instru.entso sewing machines, and wearing 

apparel of •embers of the fa.ilyo used by the owner for 

personal and domestic purposes or for furnishing or 

equipping the family residence are exempt from taxation. 

(3) A truck canopy cover or topper weighing less than 

300 pounds and having no accoiH!odat ions attached is exe111pt 
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growing cropso o~ othe~ vegetation; 

(9) on land~ not owned by the ope~ato~ or owner of the 

nonhiqhway vehicle or on any t~all that Is restricted to 

pedest~ian or animal travel: and 

(10) on any public lands in violation of ~ules and 

regulations of the agency ad•iniste~ing such l~nds. 

NEW SECIIOH. Section lb. Accidents involving 

nonhighvay vehicles. The owner or operator of a nonhlghway 

vehicle that is involved In any accident• collision. or 

upset when personal injury occurs to any person or when 

property damage exceeds 5100 shall report 

occurrence to a state or local law 

the accident or 

enforce.ent agenc~ 

responsible for collecting reports of accidents Involving 

lllotor vehicles. 

NEW SECIIO~. Section 17. Enforceeent. The following 

p~rsons may anforce the provisions of [sections 1 through 

19 ]: 

( 1) the enforce•ent officers e.ployed by the 

department• with respect to violations relating to wildlife 

or birds, dischdrging firearms. or sound level ll•itations. 

Howevero with respect to the sale of any new nonhlghway 

vehicle that is subject to the provisions of [section 12)• 

the attorney general of the state of Montana shallo upon the 

~equest of the department. sue fur the recov~ry of the 

penalties provided In {section 18] and bring an action for a 
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~estraining order or t••porary or per.anent injunction 

against a person who sells or offers to sell a new 

nonhighMay wehicle that does not satisfy the sound level 

ll•itations Imposed by [section 12)• 

(2) the sheriffs and their deputies of the respective 

counties and the police officers of cities and townso within 

their respective ju~isdictlonso and the state highway 

patrol, with respect to any violation of [sections l through 

19). 

!EM SEC.TIQN. Sectl~ 111. Penalties. (1) The failure 

to display a current nonhiqhway vehicle use per•it during 

the u- provided In [sections 2• 3o and 5] Is a 

•isdeeeanoro punishable by a fine of not less than 125 or 

acre than 1200. 

(2) A person who violates any other provision of 

(sections 1 through 19] or a rule adopted pursuant thereto 

shall pay a civil penalty of not less than 125 or .are than 

1500 for each separate violation. 

(3) A •anufacturer who certifies that a new nonhlghway 

vehicle can eeet the sound levP.l li•itations iaposed by 

(section 12] shall be subject to the penalty provisions of 

subsection (2) If any •achine so certified does not eeet the 

appropriate sound level ll•itation. For the purposes of this 

section. every sale of a new nonhi1hway vehicle that does 

not eeet the sound level liaitations iaposed by [section 12] 
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cons~itutes a separa~e violation. 

NEV SECTION. Section 19• Use of fun~s froe fines and 

forfeitures. All f'ines and forfoltures collected under 

{section lZ] relating to nonhi~hwrly vehicl~s shall be 

transaitted to the state treasurer ~ho shall depo~lt such 

fines and forfeitures In the earmarked revenue fund to the 

credit of the depart-nt to be ~>Sed only for nonhighway 

vehicle safe~y and education. 

Secticm zo. Section 15-6-ZOl. HCA •• Is a .. nded t.o read• 

•15-6-ZOt. Exa.pt categories. (l) (a) The property of 

the United States. the stateo counties. cities. towns, 

schoc.•l districts. lrriget:ion districts Of"ganized under the 

laws of Montana and not operating for profito municipal 

corporations, public librariesi buJldlngs, with land they 

occupy and furnishings thereino owned by a church and used 

for actual religious worship and for residences of the 

clergy, together with adjacent 1and reasonably necessary for 

con¥enient use of such buildings owned by a churchi such 

other property as is used exclusively for agricultural and 

horticultural socie~iesw for educational purpo~es, 

hospitals• and all propartye both real and personal, without 

lieitation as to aaount 

shall not exceed &ItO 

except 

acres, 

that real 

awned and 

property o"ned 

held by any 

association or corporation organized under Title 35, chapter 

20 or Zlo Cemeteries, provided such ceeeteries and any land 
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claiaed to o~ exempt are not maintained and operated for 

private or corporate profit; institutions of purely public 

c~arity; C'iiden.:;a of debt secured by eortgages of record 

.o,.,on real or pe ~ .\al property in the state of Montana; and 

public art 

'•<Cld for 

t.axdL•on, 

gall,.ries 

private cr 

but no m...d·e 

purpose is exeapt. 

and public observatories not used or 

cor~orate profit are exempt from 

land than is necessary for such 

ib) As used in this subse~tiono the term "institution~ 

of purely public charity• includes organizations owning and 

operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged or 

chroni~ally 111. which are not operated for gain or profit, 

and the teres •p~blic art ga11eries• and "public 

observatories• eean only such art galleries and 

observatorlesw whether of public or private ownership• as 

~reopen to tne public without charge or fee at all 

raasonable hours and are used for the purpose of education 

only. 

(2) All household goods and furniturew including 

cl ocksw !IUS leal instruaentso sewing machines, and wearing 

apparel of ~embers of the faaily, used by the owner for 

~rsonal and doaestic purposes or for furnishing or 

equipping the family residence are exeMpt fro~ taxation. 

(3) A truck canopy cover or topper weighing less than 

300 pounds and having no accoamodations attached is exe~pt 

-20-
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