
CHAPTER NO. 53) -

HOUSE BILL NO. 863 

INTRODUCED BY CURTISS, HIRSCH, DAY, SCHULTZ, 
E. SMITH, MANUEL, HAFFERMAN, NATHE 

February 17, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 15, 1979 

March 17, 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 21, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

March 23, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

On motion, consideration 
passed until the 7lst 
Legislative Day. 



Narch 30, 1979 

March 31, 1979 

-2-

Second rcadinq, .;uncndment!1 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND lAWS 

PERTAINING TO CONSERVATION OlSTRlCTS TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

ATTORNEY REPRESENTATION; AND TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION FOR 

SUPERVISORS ON SPECIAl PROJECTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2711• 

76-15-313, AND 76-15-319o HCA.w 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 7-+-2711• MCAt is ~nded to read: 

•7-4-2711. County attorney tD be legal advhor of 

county and other subdivisions. (1) The county attorney Is 

the legal adviser of the board of county co .. issioners. He 

must attend their aeetings when required and aust attend and 

opp~~e all claims and accounts against the county which are 

unjust or illegal. He must defend all suits brought against 

his county. 

(2) The county attorney •ust: 

(a) giveo when required and without feer his opinion 

in writing to the countyo dlstrlcto and township officers on 

22 matters relating to the duties of their respective offices; 

23 {b) act as counselo without feeo for fire districts in 

l4 unincorporated territories. towns, or villa]es within his 

25 county•&-aad 
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fc) when reguestad hy a cgnsorvatiqn djstrict m•rsuant 

tp 76-15-319• act as counsel, wjtbgut fcc•• 

Section 2. Section 76-15-313, ~tA• is aeended to read: 

•76-15-113. Operation of supervisor5• (l) The 

supervisors snall annually elect a chairaan fro. their 

-abers. 

(21 A .ajority of the supervisors constitute a quoru•• 

and the concurrence of a majority in any eatter within their 

duties is required for Its detereination. 

111 ~ EaC«pt fpr s_.c!al pcpjects jo which funds are 

ayajlabl•• a supervisor .. y not receive coapensation for his 

services, but he Is entitled to expenses• including travel 

expenses as provided for In 2-lB-501 through 2-18-503, 

incurred in the discharge of his duties.• 

Section 3, Section 76-lS-319, HtAo Is aeended to read: 

•T&-15-119. Legal assistance. The supervisors aay call 

upon the cpyo~y ~t , orogy o the county in wbjcb tb« greatest 

pqrtion of the district js Jocated pr tbe attorney general 

of the state for such legal services as they eay require or 

eay e~ploy their own counsel Jnd len,~l staff.• 

-End-
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A 8ILL FOR AN ACT ENTlTLEOt •AN ACT TO AMEND LAWS 

PERTAINING TO CONSERVATION DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

ATTORNEY REPRESENTATION; AND TO PROVIO~ COMPENSATION FOR 

SUPERVISORS ON SPECIAl PROJECTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2711, 

76-15-313, AND 76-15-319, KCA.• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-Zlllo MCAt Is aaended to read: 

•7-4-2711· County attorney to be legal advisor of 

county and other subdivisions. (1} The county attorney is 

the legal adviser of the board of county ca.eissioners. He 

must attend their aeetings when required and aust attend and 

oppose all clalas and accounts against the county which are 

unjust or illegal. He aust defend all suits brought against 

hi,. county. 

{2) The county attorney aust: 

(a) give, when required and without feeo his opinion 

in writing to the county. dlstrlcto and township officers on 

zz aatters relating to the duties of their respective offices; 

23 (b) act as counselo without fee, for fire districts In 

Z4 unincorporated territories, towns, or vlllaJes within his 

25 county•.L..illld 
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CSI wbeo ragugsted by a cpnseryatipo district pursuant 

to 16-15-319. act as cw•n$ele wjthQut fee·• 

Section z. Section 76-15-313, MCAt is aaended to read: 

•76-15-313. Operation of supervisors. (1) The 

supervisors shall annually elect a chairaan froa their 

-llbers. 

Cll A .ajority of the supervisors ~nnstltute a qu~ru•• 

and the concurrence of a aajority In any aatter within their 

dutivs is required for its dater•ination. 

(3) A Except for $pgcial prg!ects In which funds are 

•Y4iJah}•• a supervisor aay not receive coapensatlon for his 

services. but he Is entitled to expenses• including travel 

expenses as provided for In 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, 

incurred in the discharge of his duties.• 

Section 3. Section 76-lS-31~• MCA• Is a.ended to readl 

•76-15-319. legal assistance. The supervisors aay call 

upon the countx attgroay gf thg county in which tbe greatest 

pgrtioo of the district Is Jocated gr the attorney general 

of the state for such legal services as they aay require or 

aay employ their own counsel dnd l~qal staff.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 863 

INTRODUCED BY CURTISSo HIRSCHo DAYo SCHULTlo 

E. S~ITHo MANU~Lt HAFFERMAN• NATHE 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO A"ENO LAWS 

PERTAINING TO CONSERVATION DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

ATTORNEY REPRESFNTATION; AND TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION FOR 

SUPERVISORS ON SPECIAL PROJECTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2711, 

76-1S-313o AND 76-1S-319o MeA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-~-Z7llo MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•1-~-2111. County attorney to be legal advisor of 

county and other subdivisions. (1) The county attorney Is 

the legal adviser of the bOard of county co .. issloners. He 

•ust attend their •eetings vhen required and .ust attend and 

oppose all clai•s and accounts against the county vhlch are 

unjust or illegal. He must defend all suits brought against 

his county. 

(Z) The county attorney .ust: 

(a) give, when required and without feeo his o~inion 

in writing to the county, district. and township officers on 

matters relating to the duties of their respective offices; 

(b) act as counselo without feeo for fire districts in 

unincorporated territories, townso or villages within his 
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countyw~ 

Ccl wheo reQuested by a cgoseryatign district pursuant 

tg 76-lS-319• 4'\ ai ~ounseJ, vjtbgut fee.• 

Section z. Section 76-15-313• MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•76-15-313. Operation of supervi sors• UJ The 

supervisors shall annually elect a cb~ir .. n fro. their 

CDCatbers. 

(2) A .ajority of the supervisors constitute a quoru•• 

and the concurrence of a •ajority in any •atter within their 

duties is required for Its deter•lnation. 

{3) A Ef'RP\ fpr spwctal proJa&tl in wbjcb funds arg 

available, a supervisor •ay not receive co•pensation for his 

services. but be' Is entitled to expenses• l"'luding travel 

expenses as provided for in Z-18-501 through 2-1~-503, 

incurred in the discharge of his duties.• 

Section 3. Section 76-15-319o KCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•76-lS-319. legal assistance. ill The supervisors ~ay 

call upon the cpyn&r attorner pf tba county in whjch_~ 

~eatest portion qf \ba district is lQGated pr tbe attorney 

~nera1 of the state for such lega~ services as they •ay 

require or •1y e•ploy their own counsel and legal staff. 

(21 If THE CQUITJ AIJQBNEy 1$ UNADLE TO PROYIDE lEGAL 

&iilSIANCE BfCAU$E Of LACK Of STAFF OR CONFLICT Of INTE~ 

IHlN THE HATTER MAY BE REFERBEU TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL QR 

ltit_QfEA~NT Of NATURAl BESOU8,fS AND 'ONStBVAilOH.• 

-End-
-z-

R E F E R E ~ C E B I l l 

HB 863 



March 15, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation) 

That House Bill No. 863 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 16. 
Following: "assistance." 
Insert: "(1)" 

2. Page 2. 
Following: line 20 
Insert: "(2) If the county attorney is unable to provide legal 

assistance because of lack of staff or conflict of interest then 
the matter may be referred to the attorney general or the department 
of natural resources and conservation." 


