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HOUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on State
Administration.

Rereferred to Committee on
Rules.

Committee recommend bill, do
pass.

Second reading, as amended.

On motion by chief sponsor,
Represenatives Gerke, Ramirez,
Dussault and Siversten added
as sponsors.

Considered correctly engrossed.
Third reading, passed.

SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on State Administration.

Rereferred to Committee on Rules.

Committee recommend bill, not
concurred.

HOUSE

Returned from Senate, not
concurred.
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%ﬁd.a. siLL no. 837
INTRODUCED BY .&l&t e

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT REVISIKNG THE INTERIM

CoMMIcT 2 STRULTURE GF THE LEGISLATURE; AUTHORIZING EXPANDED
SUNCTION., FUR  LEGISLATIVE COMMITYEES; REVISING THE INTcRIM
AUMINISTRATIVE REVIcW AND  STUDY PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR
COMMITTEE SUPPURT  THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND
ASSISTANCe FrUM UTHZR COMAITTEESE AMENOING SECTIUNS 5-2-202.
5-2-30zy 5-5-20ce 5-5-211lv 5-5~213¢ 5-5-215¢ 5-5-215¢+ AND

5-11-10Sy HCA"™

WHEREASe the Yegislature finds itself currently
directing the cperation of 3 state government with budget
requirements in excess of $1 billion and that employs
approximately 74000 personsi and

HHEREASy the potential for development of the state’s
mineral and timber reserves as well as the great likelihood
for growth in our agriculture and business cossunities in
the futura also tends to create a potential for drowth in
the size and complexity of government; 3and

WHEREASs in ordur to adequately represent the people of
Montana and to obtain sufficient information to set policy
and guide its implementationy a new capacity for legislative

oversight and policy study must by developeds
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THEREFOREs it is the purpose of this act to develop
this capacity in a manner that will:

{1y not abuse the constitutional prerogatives of
either the executive or legislative branches of governeent;

{2) respect the wishes of Montana's people that the
fegislature be in session for the minimue necessary time;

{3) establish a system whereby legislative business
can be conducted in a3 tisely and prudent smanner;

(%) give the Tegislature the ablility to advise and
oversee state government agencies as they <carry out
legislative policy;

{5} provide the 1legislature with a much qreater
abitity to be informed about state issuess thus making the
legislature 4 wore effective body; and

{6} enable the legislature to guide the development of
state government so as to enable the accomplishment of
meaningful programs with efficiency and in a wmanner

responsive to the needs of the state and its taxpayerse.

BE LY ENACTED BY THT LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTAMA:
S5ection 1. Section 5-2-202s HCAs is amanded to read:
"5-2-202+ Presession activity of house appropriations

and senate finance and claims committees. Members of the

house esppropriationy-cormittes and of-the senate finance—and

elatms-——committee committeas with responsibility for
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considering budgeting and approgriations named at  the
prasession caucus nay beqgin reviewing requests for
appropriations ismediately and may visit state 3gencies and
institutions to discuss reguests.”™

Section 2« Section 5-5-202+ MNCAs is amended to read:

*5-5-202. Interim activities of committeess (L) During
an interim when the legislature is not in sessions 3all
regularly appointed standing or select committees pf
subcommittees of either house not formally discharged prior
to the final adjournment of the preceding session shall
continue as such committeese. They are empowered to continue
to sit as such committees as provided in this [act].

{2} _The interim commitises spall meet at the ¢oll of
the committge chajfman but not more thap once a3 wmonth  at
meetings that may oot exceed 2 days unless additional
geeting tipe is authorized by the speaker of the houss _and
the gresident of the sconates subject to awailable fundse™

Section 3. Section 5~2-302¢ MCAy is 3mended to read:

"5-2-302. Compensation and expenses when legislature
not in session. When the Jlegislature is not in sessions
members of the legislative councily--—-teqgistntive
subcommitteesy-—and-—-se¥eect and interim committeess while
engaged in committee business authorized by the legislative
councils are entitled to:

(1) & mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503;
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{2) ex.anses 3as provided in 2-18-501 and 2-1B-302; and

(3) a salary equal to une-fourth the daily rate of a
arade 8e step ! classified state employees for every ¢ iours
or fracticn thereof spant away from home on conwmittes
busincsse®

Section 4. Section 5-5-211, MCAe is amended to read:

*5-5-211le Apporntment and composition ot joint
subcommitteess (1) The standing committees of the house and
senate shall appoint subcommittees from each body to nect
jointly tg copduct intecj® bhusiness. en——echose——bitts-—and
resolutions——that—-are--designeted-to-them—by-the-pricrities
commi teeev—-Fhe-compoaition—of —edch—subeconmittee-shatl-be——uns
foltiocwse

toy-—four-~pempers—-of - the-—house—~—stonding- —conmittee
appetated-by—the-chairman—of - the—standing-committeey-no—more
thon—two-of-whom—say—be-of-one-potitiesl-pareyt-and

tbj-~four-mempers——ov- -the-—-senete——standing-—coanietee
eppeinted-by—the-choirmen-of-the-seanding-committeer—no-m
then—two—of-whom—may—be—of—-one-potitical—partyw

2 ¥-—The—ehairman-of-the—standing-cosmit tee—pay-appoint
himsetf-to—the—subocommittoey

12). The chaicmep of . cach sia3oding commities shall
appoint half. or the pearest whole nuaber over half of  the
segbers of that standing committee to serve on the ioteris
compittges No @egber may seLvg oo Lore thap _one _iplecim

—g—



10

11

13
14
15
16
17
13

19

21
22
23
24

25

LC 1611701

commitiee exce. . to Fill a vaedocy craated Oy '3 sealer wha
geclipes to serye or if nNo other sewbor is availables When a
member of a staodiog Cosaitbee declioss to  serws oo .ap
ipkeri@ coumittes and Lhe chairedn is unable to dpooint a
wegbe: “rom bis committess the _prasicing  cfficer of ihe
respective house shall apgoint _a _meeber o serve og the
commitiess™

Section Se Section 5-5-213¢ MLA+ is5 Bamended to reau:

¥5-5-213s Officers of subcommitteess Each subcommittee
shall elect its chairmdn and vice—chairman fres-emong—its
members. The chairman sad-vice-cheitrmsn-nay-not-—be—-sembers
of-—the——same-—potitiecatl——pertys musi De the Douse. ar senate
chairsan of tbe respective standiog comdittess IThe _chaicaan
not _elgcted must De xhe yice-chairadn.”

Section 6. Section 5-5-215¢ MCAy is amended to read:

*5-5-215. Duties of subcosmitteess (1) Each
subcommittee shall ceccumul ikes compilay analyzes and furnish
such information relevant to existing or prospective
Jegislation as it determincse on its own initiatives to pe
pertinent to important issues of policy and guestions of
statewide impartances including but not limited to:

[a) the possipilities of consolidations of
deparimentsy commissionsy boardse and institutions in state
government for:

(i} the elimination of unnecessary activities and

-5
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duplications in office personnel and equipment;

{it} the coordination of activities;

{iiéi) the purpose of increasing efficiency of service
or effecting economies; and

{iv} the purpose of studying and inquiring into the
financial administration of state governments and
subdivisions thercofes inciuding the probless of assessment
and collection of taxes; and

{b} all other matters pertaining to the function of
the departments and branches of state governmente
sparations of the executive branch agenciss placed undar its
ducisdiction by ibe rules of the legislaturge To Cacry out

or _acopased rule is cootrary $o legislatiyve inteoti
ip)__reyiew _ihe _agencyls budger  proposals to assure
they are dewcloped in tbe best interest of the statai aod
{c) geperslly advisg the dgency o _regacd _£0 _policy
whens in the epinion of the subcospitiecs 20 agency gecision
deviates from legislative intents

£2¥£3} Etach subcomarittee shall prepare such bills and

resctutions ase in its opiniony thwe welfare of the state msay

- b
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raquire for presentation tu the next rejular session of the
legislature.

{4) Each subCogmitice shall  cooduct ioterie studies

i ' 1 I i . ioriti

+3945) Etach subcoamitteec shall keep accurate records
of its activities and proceedings."

Section 7. Section 5-5-216s LAy is amended Lo react

®5-5-216. Recommendations of subcomai ttees. A
subcoamittes eppointed——for--the--nsurpose-of making « study
acsiyned by the priorities comai ttee A make
recrmamendations for legislation. These recommendations and
the study report shall be submitted to the legislature at
the next rejular sessione”

NEN _SECTION. Section de C(ommittee adainistratione {1)
The Iinterim committee chairman shall prepare an estia@ated
interim comittee schadule and budget and subait them to the
legislative committee on priorities for its approval. The
proposed budget shall include an estimate of ourt-of—-state
travel for seabars of th: cogmittee in connection with
committee responsibilitiess Committee staffiny and support
services shall be administered by thie legislative councile
Committee costs s5hall be paid from funds appropriated for
that purpose.

(2) &n interim comaittee may request policy research

and legal services assistance from the legislative councile
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{3) An nteria committee may request assistance from
the 1legislative finance committee in connection with its
bugqet reviow and developrment responsibilitye

{4) A0 interim comnittee shal) keep itself informea of
and make recoamendations concerning findings of the
legislative audit commictee in connection with its .rea of
respoisibiiityes

{5) An interim committee may reguest assistanc: from
any other lagislative committee that may be established.

Section 9« Section 5-11-105+ MCAs is amended to read:

®5-11-105 Powers and duties of councile (1) If a
question of statewide importance arises when the legislature
is not in session and a subcomwittaee has not been appointes
to—eonstder agssigned the juestiony the legislative council
shalle with the concurrence of the priorities committees
assign the question to an appropriate subcoamittee.

{2) The legislative council! shall supervise the
activities of the council ctaffa

§3) The tegis¥ative council shall assist in the
preparation ond submission of all standing and seleuct
conaittee ond subcoamittes reports and recommencations to
the 1agislatures

{4} This section shall not be construed to permit  thne
council to agprove or disepprove of any substantive portions
of. recomaendations of a standing or select comaitte? or

subcommittee report.” -End-
_8_
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HOUSE BILL NO. 837

INTRODUCED BY FAGGe GERKEs RAMIREZ» DUSSAULTe SIVERTSEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT REVISING THE INFERIM
COMMITTEE STRUCTURE OF THE LEGISLATURE; AUTHORIZING EXPANDED
FUNCYIONS FOR LEGISLAVIVE COMMITTEES; REVISING THE INTERIN
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIER AND STUDY PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR
COMMITTEE AND _LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT THROUGH THE tEGiSLAFIVE
COUNCIL AND ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER COMMITTEES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 5-2~202¢
5-5-215+ 5-5-216+ AND 5-11-105y MCAZ__AND PROVIOING AN
EEEECTIVE DAJE."

5-2-302y 5-5-202y S5~5-2%iy 5-5-213¢

WHEREASs the legislature finds itself currently
directing the operation of a state government with budget
requirements in excess of $1 billion and that esploys
approximately Fv080 14,000 persons; and

WHEREASy the potential for developsent of the state®s
mineral and timber reserves as well as the great Vikelihood
for growth in our agriculture and business communities in
the future also tends to create a potential for growth iIn
the size and complexity of government; and

WHEREASs in order to adequately represent the people of

Montana and to obtain sufficient information to set policy

and guide its implementations a new capacity for legisiative
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oversight and policy study sust by developeds

THEREFOREs it is the purpose of this act to develop
this capacity in a mamner that wills

(1) not abuse the constitutional prerogatives of
sither the executive or legislative branches of government;

{2) respact the wishes of Montasna's people that the
lagistature be in session for the sinisum necessary times

{3} establish a system whereby legislative business
can be conducted in a timely and prudent manner;

(%) give the iegislature the abitity to advise and
oversse state government agencies as they carry out
Yegislative policy;

{5) provide the legislature with & asuch greater
ability to be informed sbout state issuess thus making the
legisiature a more effective body; and

(6} enable the VYegislature to guide the development of
state government so as to enable the accomplisheent of
weaningful

programs with efficiency and in a wmanner

responsive to the needs of the state and its taxpayers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 5-2-202y MCAs is amended to read:
#5-2~-202. Presession activity of heuse-appreprictions

and-senate—-finance-ond-cteims FINANCE comaittees. Members of

the house spproprietions-committee and of-the senate finenee

-2- HB 837
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end-clains—-committee ;n-l::ass_;uish._znannnsinllisx..tnt
sopnsidaring _budgeting _and  appropciations nemed at the
presession caucus may beqgin reviewing requests for
appropriations ismediately and may visit state agencies and
institutions to discuss requests.”

Section 2. Section 5~5-202y MCA» is amended to read:

"5-5-202« Interim activities of conittees.. 11l) During
an interim when the VYegislature is not in sessione all
regularly appointed standing or select committaes 2K
subcommitiags of either house not formally discharged prior
to the final adjournment of the preceding session shall

continue as such committeese They are emapowered to continue

to sit as such committees as provided in this [act]).

-3- HB 8137
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1D} __LIMITATIONS SEY FORTH IN THIS SUBSECTION CAN BE
EXCEEDED MITH PERMISSION OF THI SPEAKER OF YHE HQUSE AND THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE."

Section 3. Section 5-2-302y MCAs is amended to read:

»5-2-302. Compensation and expenses when legislature
not in sessions When the legislature is not in sessions

members of the councily—--Fegisiative

legislative
subcoanitteesv-—end--seleet and interim committeess while
engaged in commlttee business authorized by the legistative
councile are entitled to:

(1) a mileage allowance as provided in 2-18-503;

(2} expenses as provided in 2-18-501 and 2-18-502; and

{3) a salary equal to one-fourth the daily rate of a
grade 8+ step 1 classifired state employees for every 6 hours
or fraction thereof spent away from home on committee
businasse”™

Section—4v—Section--5-5-2itv—~HEAv-is-omended-to-read+

15523 te~-—Appointuent-—-end —-compesition--——of-——joint
subcommi tteesy——{1)-Fhe-stonding-committees—of-the-house-snd
senste—shall-—appeoint-——subtonnittees—from—eoch—body-to-meet
jointly to-conduct-iutarisc—busineass on—those—biHis-—and
resolutions——thet-——eore——designated-to—them-by-the-priorities
committeev-Fhe—composition-of-each—subcommittee-shali-be——as
foltowse

for-——four-—members-—of-—the—-house-—standing-—committee

—-4- HB 837
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nppoineed—by-the—eha+r-an—ef—the—stsnding-eo-u+tteev-no—nore
than-two-of-whom-may-be-of-ene-petiticat-pertyst—ond
t+by--four-members--of--the-—senaste--stending--committee
sppointed-by-the-chairman-of-the-standing-committeer-no-mere
than-two-of -whon-may-be-of-one-potiticat-partys
$23-~Fhe-chairnon-cf-the-stending-comméttee-ney-appoint
himself-to-the-subcommittees
t23--Ihe--—chairman--af--sach--atanding--cesmittee-shail
appoint-haif-or-the-nearast-whole-nueber-avar——half-—of--the
mepbera-—of--thot-atanding-copnittea-to-seryn-on-the—interia
comsittess-No-meshsr-may-serye--on-—sora-—than--oos--intsris
conmittee—-except--to-fiii-a-yacancy-created-hy-n-sesbar-whe
dectines-to-serve-or-if-no-other-meshar-ix-avaiiobiea-When-o
sepber-pf-a-atendi
interip--cosmittee-—and--the-chairsan-is-unabie-to-appoint-s
member-from-his-committety-—the--presiding--afficer--of--the
respective--house--shaii--appaine-—a--mesber-to-aerve-on-the

coppitiees"

Section 4 Section 5-5-213, MCAy is amended to read:

n5-5-213. Officers of subcommitteese Each subcommittee
shall elect its <chairman and vice-chairman from-smong-its
members. The chairman snd-viece-chairman-moy-not--be-—meabers
of--the--same--potiticat--portyr pust be tbe house or senate
chairman_of the respective standing cosmittees Ihe _chairman
not_elected must be the yice-chairsan.™

-5- HB 837

10
11
12
13
14
| &
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0837702

Section S« Section 5-5-215s MCAe is amended to read:
"5-5-215. ODuties of subcommittees. (1) Each
subcommittee shall accumulates compiler analyzes and furnish
such information relevant to existing or prospective
legistation as it determiness on its own initiativer to be
pertinent to important issues of policy and questions of
statewide importances including but not limited to:

(a} the possibilities of consol idations of
departmentss commissionss boardss 3nd institutions in state
government for:

{i} the elimination of unnecessary activities and
duplications in office personnel and equipment;

{ii) the coordination of activities;

{iit} the purpose of increasing efficiency of service
or effecting economies; and

{iv}) the purpose of studying and inquiring into the
financiai administration of state governments and
subdivisions thereofs including the problems of assessment
and collection of taxes; and

(b} all other wmatters pertaining to the function of
the departaents and branches of state government.

421 _Each subcommittes shall advise _and _oversee the
eperations of the executive branch agencies placed under. its
Jurisdiction by .the rules gf the legislatures To carcy out

this functjon o _subcosmittee shalls io _addition to . jts

-6- HB 83T
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duties uoder subsecticn (113

fa)__review. _agency rules and proposed rules. aad advise
the ageocy whens io_the opinicn_of the subcommitiees a _cule
or proposed rule is coontrary to legislative inteot:

{h) _cexiew _the _ageacy’s _budget _oraogoesals to assuce
thay are develoged in the best ioterest of the statei and

fc)__generally advise the ageocy in regard _to policy
whans _io the cpioion of the subcosmittess an agency decision
deviates from lesgislative intenta

42443) Each subcommittee shall prepare such bdills and
resolutions ase in its opiniony the welfare of the state may
require for presentation to the next regular session of the
Tegislature.

14} _Each__subcommities. shall  cooduct intacis studies
assigned by the cosmitiee on prioritiess

4+344{5) foach subcommittes shall keep accurate records
of its activities and proceedings.”

Section 6« Section 5-5-216+ MCA» is 3mended to read:

»5-5-216« Recommendations of subcommittaess A
subcommittee opporated--fer——the--purpese-of saking a study
assigned by the priorities committee may make
recommendations for legistation. These recommendations and
the study report shall be submitted to the legislature at
the next regular session.™

MEM _SECIION. Section 7. Committee administratione (1)

-7- HB B3T
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The interie committee chairman shall prepare an estimated
interim committee schedule and budget and submit them to the
legislative committee on priorities for its approvale The
proposed budget shall include an estimate of out-of-state
travel for members of the committee in connection with
committee responsibilitiese Committee staffing and support
services shall be administered by the tlegislative councile
Committeqe costs shall be paid from funds appropriated for
that purposes

{2) An interim committee may request policy research
and legal services assistance from the legislative council.

{3) An interim committee may request assistance from
the 1legislative finance committee in connection with its
budget review and development responsibility.

(#) An interim committee shall keep itself informed of
and make recommendations concerning findings of the
legistative audit committee in connection with its area of
responsibility.

(5) An interim committee may request assistance from
any other legislative committee that may be established.

Section B, Section 5-11-105y MCAs is amended to read:

®5-11-105. Powers and duties of councile (1) If a
question of statewide importance arises when the legislature
is not in session and a subcommittee has not been sppointed

to-consider assigned the questions the 1legislative council

~8- HB 837
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shalle with the concurrence of the priorities committee,
assign the question to an appropriate subcommittee.

{2) The 1legislative council shall supervise the
activities of the council staff.

{3) The legislative council shall assist in the
preparation and submission of all standing and select
committee and subcommittee reports and recommendations to
the legislature.

(47 This section shall not be construed to permit the
council to approve or disapprove of any substantive portions
or recommendations of a standing or select committee or
subcommittee report.”

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE OATES _THIS ACY 15 EEFECTIME QN
ADJOURNMENY _OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 46TH LEGISLATURE,

~End~-
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