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INTRIODUCED 8Y S\L&

A BILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLED: AN ACT TO CREATE THE OFFENSE

AN
J

CGF CRIMINAL POLITICAL LIBEL; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES

THEYIFOR "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Potitical criminal 1ibels If any letters
circularye postery billy dodgeres pamphlety publications
placards or other document contains any false statement or
charges reflecting on any candidate®s characters moralitye
or integritys the person paying for the printing or
publishing and every person printing or knowingly assisting
in the circulation is guitty of political criminal libel and
upon conviction shall be punished by imprisonment in a
county jail not exceeding 6 monthse by a fine not exceeding
219000y or bothes If the person charged with such crime
crovas on his trial that he had reasonable greound to believe
such charge was true and did believe it was true and that he
wAas Aot actuated by malice in making such publicationy it is
a sufficient defense to such chargee But in that event and
as @ part of such defensesy the person naying for the
printin; or publishings the printer or publishers or any

othar person charged with such crime shall also prove that
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at least 15 days before such letters circulare posters bill,
dodqgers pamphlets pYacards or other document containing such
false stotement or statements was printed or circulateds he
or they caused to bas served personally and in person upon
the candidate to whom it relates a copy thereof in writings
calling his attention particularly to the charqges contained
thereins and that before printings publishings or
circulating such chargesy he received and read any denials
defenses or explanations if anys made or offered to him in
writing by the accused candidate within 10 days after the
service of such charge upon the accused persone
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