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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CR£ATE THE OFFENSE 

5 OF CRIMINAL POLITICAL LIBEL; ANO PROVIDING PENALTIES 

b THE!-\~FO":o• 
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i\ BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Political criMinal libel. If any lettery 

10 circul;:,r, post~ry billy dodger, pa~hlet, publlcatlon 1 

ll placard, or other docu•ent contains any false state.ant or 

12 char~es reflecting on any candidate's character, •orality, 

13 or integrity, the person paying for the prlntinq or 

14 ~ub1ishing and every person printing or knowingly assisting 

lS in the circulation is guilty of political cri•inal libel and 

lo upon co~viction shall be punished by Imprisonment in a 

17 county jail not exceeding 6 ~onthso by a fine not exceeding 

11 .;l,DOO, or both. If the person charged with such criEe 

19 orov~s on his trial that he had reasonable ground to believe 

20 such char1e was true and did believe it was truP and that he 

21 w~s not actuated by malice in •aking such publication, it is 

22 a sufficient defense to such charge. ~ut in th~t event and 

23 as a part of such defense, the person ~ayinq for the 

24 printin; or publishing, the printer or publisher. or ~ny 

25 other person charged with such criiiiE! shall also prove that 
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at least 15 days before such letter, circular• poster, billo 

dodger, pa•phlet, placardo or other docuaent containing such 

fals~ stateaent or state•ents was printed or circulated, he 

or they caused to be served personally and in person upon 

the candidate to whoa It r'elates a copy thereof in writing• 

calling his attention particularly to the charges contained 

theraino and that before printing, publishing, or 

circulating such chargeso ho received and read any denial, 

defense. or explanation, if any. ~ade or offered to hi• In 

writing by the accused candidate Nithin 10 days after the 

service of such charge upon the accused person. 
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