
CHAPTER N 0. __,_.._,3 9L..l-..l.__ .. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 815 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE, KEYSER, MANUEL, MANNING, 
BARDANOUVE, RAMIREZ, HURWITZ, ROTH, MENAHAN, 

BERTELSEN, SOUTH, CONROY 

February 14, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 12, 1979 

March 15, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 17, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 



March 19, 1979 Th 1 rd rq.-ull nq, A:'!\cH\d~'{'Jn t Q 

.1doptcd. S(•n t to en ro 11 l nq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION• IN THE EXERCISE OF 

ITS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATES• FROM THE REQUIREMfNTS 

aF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAl POLICY ACT; AMENDING SECTION 

75-1-20h l'ICA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-1-201• MCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•75-1-201. General directions -- environaental i•pact 

state•ents. The legislature authorizes and directs that• to 

the fullest extent possible: 

(1) the policies• regulations. and laws of the state 

shall be interpreted and ad•lnistered in accordance vith the 

policies set forth in this chapter; 

(2) all agencies of the state• excapt as prpyjded jn 

subsectjoo fit)• shall: 

(a) utilize a systeMatic. interdisciplinary approach 

which will insure the integrated use of the natural and 

social sciences and the environaental design arts in 

planning and in decisionaaklng which •ay have an i.pact on 

•an•s environment; 

(b) identify and develop .ethods and procedures vhich 
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will insure that presently unquantified environ-ntal 

aeenities and values aay be qiven appropriate consideration 

in decisionaaking along with econo•ic and technical 

considerations; 

(c) include in every recoa.endatlon or report on 

proposals for projects• progra•s• legislation• and other 

•ajor actions of state qovern.ent significantly affecting 

the quality of the hu.an enviro~nt• a detailed stat ... nt 

on: 

(i) the environaental i.-pact of the proposed action; 

Cii) any adverse environaental effects which cannot be 

avoided should the proposal be iapleaented; 

(ill) alternatives to the proposed action; 

(iv) the relationship bet~een local short-ter• uses of 

.an•s environ.ent and the aaintenance and enhance .. nt of 

long-term productivity; and 

Cv) any irreversible and irretrievable co .. lt .. nts of 

resources which would be Involved In the proposed action 

should it be laple .. nted; 

(d) study. develop. and describe appropriate 

alternatives to recoaeend courses of action in any proposal 

vhich involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative 

uses of available resources; 

(e) recognize the national and long-range character of 

environaental problems and• where consistent with the 
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policies of the state. lend appropriate support to 

initiatives, resolutions, and proqraes desiqned to eaxieize 

national cooperation In anticipating and preventing a 

• decline in the quality of eankind's world environ.ent; 

5 (ft eake available to counties. .unlcipalltieso 

6 Institutions• and Individuals advice and infor.ation useful 

1 In restoring, eaintalningo and enhancing the quality of the 

8 envir~nt; 

q 
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(g) 

planning 

(h) 

Initiate and utilize ecological lnfor•ation In the 

and develo~nt of resource-oriented projects; and 

assist the environ.ental quality council 

12 established by ~16-101; and 

13 (3) prior to •aking any detailed state.ant as provided 

14 in subsection (2)(c), the responsible state official shall 

15 consult with and obtain the coweents of any state agency 

16 which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with 

17 respect to any environ .. ntal i~act involved• Copies of such 

lB state•ent and the ca..ants end views of the appropriate 

19 stateo federal, and local agencies which are authorized to 

20 develop and enforce envir~ntal standards shall be eade 

21 available to the governor, the environaental quality 

22 council• and the pUblic and shall acco.pany the proposal 

23 through the existing agency review processes. 

2~ ••• Iba departaent of publjc sgryicl rggulatjont in 

25 the exercjse of jts r1gulatgry authoritY pyer rate$ and 
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~qes of railroads• •otor carriers, and gubljc utiljtjesa 

js exgwpt frow tbe prgyj5joos gf this chapter.• 

-End-
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION• IN THE EXERCISE OF 

ITS REGUlATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATESw FROM THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POliCY ACT; AMENDING SECTION 

75-1-201, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lECISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section TS-1-ZOlw MCAw Is a .. nded to read: 

•75-1-201• General directions -- envlron .. ntal i~act 

stateeents. The legislature authorizes and directs thato to 

the fullest extent possible: 

(1) the policies, regulations, and laws of the state 

shall be interpreted and adeinistered In accordance with the 

policies set forth in this chapter; 

(Z) all agencies o~ the state• ••capt as prqyid9d In 

iubsgctjon 14)• shall: 

(a) utilize a systeaatic• interdisciplinary approach 

which will insure the integrated use of the natural and 

social sciences and the environ•ental design arts In 

planning and in declslonaaking which aay have an lapact on 

aan•s environment; 

(b) identify and develop aethods and procedures which 
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will Insure that presently unquantl fi ed envlron .. ntal 

a-nlties; and valuea _., be given appropriate consideration 

in de<lsionaaking along vlth eCOnOlliC and technical 

considerations; 

(c) Include In every rec;~ncllrtlon or report on 

proposals for project•• progr-• legislation• and other 

•ajor actions of state governaent significantly affecting 

tne quality of the huaan envlroa.entw a detailed state .. nt 

on: 

1 i) the env I r onaental I llf'act of the proposed act I on; 

1 I It any adverse envl ron.ental effects vhlch cannot be 

avoided should the propoaal be l~~ple-nted; 

(iii) alternatives to the propos;ed actloni 

(iv) the relationship bet- local short-terw uses of 

ean•s envl r~nt and the -lntenance and enh-c..-nt of 

long-tera productivity; and 

(vt any irreversible and irretrievable coaeitaents of 

res;ources which would be Involved in the proposed action 

should It be iaple .. nted; 

( dl studyw developw and describe appropriate 

alternatives to recoaaend courses of action in any proposal 

which Involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative 

uses of available resources; 

(e) recognize the national and long-range character of 

environaental problees and• where consistent with the 
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policies of the state• lend appropriate support to 

initiatives• resolutions• and proqraes designed to aa~isize 

national cooperation In anticipating and preventing a 

~ decline in the quality of eanklnd's world environaent~ 

5 (f) aake available to counties, eunlclpalitles. 

6 Institutions. and individuals advice and inforeatlon useful 

7 In restorlngo ealntalningo and enhancing the quality of the 

8 environ.entl 

9 (g) Initiate and utilize ecological inforeatlon In the 

10 planning and developaent of resource-oriented projects; and 

11 (h) assist the environ.ental quality council 

12 established by 5-16-101; and 

13 (3) prior to aaklng any detailed state .. nt as provided 

14 In subsection (2)(c)o the responsible state official shall 

15 consult with and obtain the co.aents of any state agency 

16 which has jurisdiction by law or spacial expertise with 

17 respect to any envlron88fttal !~act Involved• Copies of such 

18 state-..t and the ca.aents and views of the appropriate 

19 stateo federal, and local agencies which are authorized to 

20 de¥81ap end enforce envlron.ental standards shall be eade 

Zl available to the governoro the environ.ental quality 

22 councilo and the pUblic and shall acce.pany the proposal 

23 through the existing agency review processes. 

2~ I~) Tba depart .. Dt pf pqblic serylcs regulatjpn• jo 

25 tb• giRECI&e of jts rsgylatgry autbprfty gyer rates and 
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charges of railroadS• eptor carriers, and gyblic utjljtj~ 

is exewpt frge the prpyisjops of this chaptsr.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 81S 

INTRODUCED BY NATHEo KEYSER, MANUElo HANNJNCo 

BAROANOUVEo RAMIREZo HURWITZo ROTHo MENAHANo 

BERTELSENo SOUTH, CONROY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EXEMPT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATIDNo IN THE EXERCISE OF 

ITS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATESo FROM THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT; AMENDING SECTION 

75-1-201, MCAl-AHD-eBDYIQING AN IftMEOIATE EFFECIIYE pare.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-1-201, MCAo Is a•ended to read: 

"75-1-201. General direct ions -- envi ron•ental i •pact 

statements. The legislature authorizes and directs that• to 

the fullest extent possible: 

(11 the policies. regulations. and la~s of the st~te 

shall be interpreted and adMinistered in accordance with the 

policies set forth in this chapter; 

(21 all agencies of the stateo e•cept a~LQ~dtd_lo 

i.lt~lilu..i.WL.ilh shall: 

(a) utilize a systeMatic, interdisciplinary approach 

which ~ill insure the integrated use of the natural and 

social sciences and the environ•ental desiqn arts in 

planning and in decision•aking which •ay have an i•pact on 
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mdn•s environment; 

(bl identify and develop .athods and proc~dures which 

wi 11 insure that presently unquantified environ•ental 

amenities ~nd values •ay be given appropriate consideration 

in decisoon•akin\1 along with econoMic and technical 

considerations; 

1c1 include in every reco .. endation or report on 

proposals for projects. programs, legislation. and other 

•ajor actions of state govern•ent significantly affecting 

the quality of the huMan environeento a detailed state•ent 

on: 

(i» the environ•ental i•pact of the proposed action; 

(ii) any adv.rse environ.ental effects which cannot be 

a~uided ~hould tne proposal be i•pleeented; 

(iii} alternatives to the proposed action; 

(iv) the relationship between local short-ter• u5es of 

man•~ environment ano the Maintenance and enhancement of 

lonq-term productivity; and 

(v) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of 

resources which would be Involved in the proposed action 

~huuld it be iaple•ented; 

(dl study, develop• and describe appropri,.te 

dlternatives to reco•.end courses of action in any proposal 

which in~olves unresolved conflicts concernin1 alternative 

uses nf available resources; 
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(e) reco~nize the national and long-range character of 

environ•ental proble•s ando where consistent with the 

policies of the stateo lend uppropriate support to 

initiatives• resolutions• and progra•s designed to •axi•ize 

national cooperation in anticipating and preventing a 

decline in the quality of mankino•s world environ•ent; 

(f I •ake availdble to counties. municipalities, 

6 institutions, and individuals advice ~nd information useful 

9 in resturiny, maintaining, and enhancing the quality of the 

10 environMent; 

11 (g) initiate and uti 1 ize ecoJogical infor•ation in the 

12 planning and develop.ent of resource-oriented projects; and 

13 (h) assist the environ•ental quality council 

l<t established by S-16-101; and 

1S (3) prior to aaking any detailed state.ent as provided 

1b in subsection (2)(c)o the responsible state official shall 

17 consult with and obtain the co ... nts of any state agency 

16 which has JUrisdiction by law or special expertiso with 

19 respect to any environ•ental i•pact involved. Copies of such 

20 statement and the co.•ents and views of the appropriatP 

21 state, federal, and local aqencies which are authorized to 

22 develop and enforce environ•ental stand.uds shall be •ade 

23 available to the governor, the env i ron,.f!nta1 qu<>lity 

Z4 council, dnd the public and shdll accompany the proposal 

25 through the existing agency review procPsses. 
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Lil--Jbe departwent of gubljc seryjce regulatLo~-iD 

~~&ercise of _itA cegulatorx authorLLX-QYaL-Iate$ and 

'-ll.u:ge~Lr..UlLGad$ • ootor -"Ar.tieu.L-IllllLIWbl..iL-l.lt.ilH.le..:i1. 

i$ exe_,t fCQI! the PCOYi~of~r.~~" 

llUlON Z • EF EEt I lYE ll&lu_ltill-Ar.LlLffllc..IULD!:i 

tAlla.GLAtiiL.t.URDUJ.. 

-End-
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March 9, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Business & Industry) 

That House Bill No. 815 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 8. 
Following: "MCA" 
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 4, line 3. 
Following: line 2 
Insert: ••section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval." 


