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Second reading, do pass.
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Third reading, passed.
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Committee recommend bill
be concurred in as amended.
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A “BILL” FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACTTC EXEMPT THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION, IN THE EXERCISE OF
ITS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATESe FROM THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT3 AMENDING SECTION

75-1-201e MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 75-1-201s MCAes is amended to read:
®715-1-201le General directions — environmental impact

statementses The Jegislature authorizes and directs thate to

the fullest extent possible:

(1) the policiess regulationse and laws of the state
shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this chapter:

{2) all agencies of the statey 2xcept as provided _ip
subsection {4)s shall:

{a} wutilize a systematics interdisciplinary approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
soci atl sciences and the environmental design arts in
planning and in decisionmaking which may have an imspact on
man's environment;

{b) identify and develop methods and procedures which
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will insure that presently unguantified environsental
amenities and values may be qiven appropriate consideration
in decisionmaking along with economic and technical
considerations;

{c} include Iin every recommendation or report on
proposals for projectss programss Jlegislations and other
major actions of state government significantly affecting
the quality of the human environments a detalled statement
on:

{i) the environmental impact of the proposed actionji

{ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannot be
avoided should the proposal be implemented;

{ili) alternatives to the proposed action;

{iv) the relationship between local short-term uses of
man®s environmant and the maintenance and enhancement of
long~-term productivity; and

{v} any irreversible and irretrievabla commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action
should it be implemented;

{d) studys developy and describe appropriate
alternatives to recommend courses of action in any proposal
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning atternative
uses of available resources;

(e} recognize the national and long-range character of
environmental problems J3nds where consistent with the
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policies of the states Jend appropriate support to
initiativese resolutionse and progqraes designed to waximize
national cooperation in anticipating and preventing 2a
declineg in the quality of mankind®s world environment3

(f) make available to countiese sunicipalitiess
institutionss and individuals advice and information useful
in restorings maintaininges and enhancing the quality of the
environsent;

(g) initiate and utilize ecotogical infermation in the
planning and development of resource-oriented projects; and

{h) assist the envirommental quality council
established by 5-16-101; and

{3) prior to making any detailed statemsent as provided
in subsection (2){c)s the responsible state official shall
consult with and obtain the comments of any state ;gency
which has jurisdiction by 1l1aw or special expertise with
respect to any environmental impact involveds. Copies of such
statement and the comments and views of the appropriate
states federaley and local agencies which are authorized to
develop and enforce environmental standards shall be made
available to the governory the environmental quality
councile and the public and shall accompany the proposal
through the existing agency review processes.
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1 %!é‘d—/ﬂ 1 will insure that presently unguantified environmsental

2 INTRODUCED BY euny ATR< - 2 amenities and values say be given appropriate consideration

3 —fé?ﬂxtf" Ut 3 in decisionmaking along with economic and technical
e tobeon

4 AWBILL FOR AN ACT ENTI‘$I?E‘D‘:“L AN ACTX'TC EXEMPT THE % considerations;

5 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATIONs IM THE EXERCISE OF s {c) include in every recomsendation or report on

6 ITS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATESy FROM THE REQUIREMENTS 6 proposals for projectss programse UVegisiations and other

7 OF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT; AMENDING SECTION 7 major actions of state government significantly affecting

a8 75-1-201y MCAe™ 8 the gquality of the human environments a detailed statement

9 9 on:

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 10 (i) the environmental impact of the proposed action;

11 Section le Section 75-1-201s MCAs is amended to read: 11 (i) any adverse environwmental effects which cannot be

12 *75-1-20tes General directions — environmental impact 12 avolded should the proposal be implemented;

13 statcementse The legislature authorizes and directs thate to 13 (iii) alternatives to the proposed action;

14 the fullest extent possible: 14 {iv) the relationship between local short—term uses of

15 {1) the policiesy regulationses and Taws of the state 15 wan®s environment and the maintenance and enhancement of

16 shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the 16 long-term productivity; and

17 policies set forth in this chapter; 17 . {¥) any irreversible and irretrievable coasitments of

18 {2} all agencies of the states_axcept As.  provided _in i8 resources which would be involved in the proposed action

19 subsection [4)s shalld: 19 should it be implemented;

20 {a) utilize a systematice interdisciplinary approach 2u (d) studys develope and describe appropriate

21 which will insure the integrated wuse of the natura}¥ and 21 alternatives to recommend courses of action in any proposal

22 social sciences and the environmental design arts in 22 which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative

23 planning and in decisionaaking which may have an Imspact on 23 uses of available resocurces}

24 man's environment; 24 {e) recognize the national and long-range character of

25 {b) identify and develop methods and procedures which 25 environmental probless ands where consistent with the
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policies of the states tend appropriate support to
initiativess resolutionss and programs designed to maximize
nationat coopetétlon In anticipating and preventing a
decline in the quality of mankind®s world environment;

{f} wmake available to countlesy sunicipalitiesy
institutionss and individuals advice and infor-ayion useful
In restorings maintainings and enhancing the quality of the
environment;

{g) initiate and utilize ecological information in the
planning and development of resource-oriented projects; and

{h) assist the environsental quality council
established by 5-16~1013 and

(3) prior to making any detailed statement as provided
in subsection (2){c)es the responsible state official shall
consult with and cbtain the comments of any state agency
which has jurisdiction by 1aw or special expertise with
respect to any environmsental impact involveds Copies of such
statement and tha comments and views of the appropriste
states federale and local agencies which are authorized to
davelop and enforce environmental standards shall be made
available to the governore the environmental quality
councile and the public and shall accompany the proposal
through the existing agency review processese
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HOUSE BILL NO. 815
INTRODUCED BY NATHEs KEYSERy MANUELe MANNING.
BARDANOUVE: RAMIREZs HURWITZs ROTHy MENAHANe

BERTELSENs SOUTH, CONROY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO EXEMPT THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATIONs IN THE EXERCISE OF
ITS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER RATESes FROM THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT; AMENDING SECTION

75-1-201¢ MCA; AND _PROYIDING AN IMMEQIAYE EEFECTIVE _DATE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 75-1-201le MCAes is amended to read:
"75-1-20l. General directions -- environmental impact

statementss The legislature authorizes and directs thate to

the fullest extent possible:

{1y the policiesy regulationss and laws of the state
shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this chapter;

(2) a1l agencies of the states except as _provided in
subsection _{4)s shall:

(2) wutilize a systematice interdisciplinary approach
which will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sciences and the environmental design arts in

planning and in decisionmaking which may have an impact on
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man®s environment;

(b) identify and develop methods and procedures which
will insure that presently unquantified environmental
amenities and values may be given appropriate consideration
in decisionmaking along with economic and technical
considerations;

{c} include in every recommendation or report on
proposals for projectss programse Jlegislations and other
major actions of state government significantly affecting
the quality of the human environment: a detailed statement
on:

{i}) the environmental impact of the' proposed action;

(ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannot be
avuided should the proposal be implemented;

{iii) alternatives to the proposed action;

fiv) the relationship between local short-term uses of
man's environment ang the maintenance and enhancement of
long-term productivity; and

{v) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action
should it be implemented; )

td}  study, develops and describe appropriate
alternotives to recommend courses of action in any proposal
which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative

Jdses of available resources;
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{e) recoynize the national and long-range character of
environmental prablems ands where consistent with the
policies of the statey JYend appropriate support to
initiativese resoiutions- and programs designed to maximize
national cooperation in anticipating and preventing a
decline in the quality of mankind®s world environment;

{f) w®make available to countiess municipalitiess
institutionss and individuals advice and information useful
in resturings maintainings and enhancing the gquality of the
environment;

(g) initiate and utilize eco)ogical information in the
ptanning and development of rescurce-oriented projects; and

th) assist the environmental quality council
established by 5-16-1013 and ]

{3) prior to making any detailed statement as provided
in subsection (2}({c}» the responsible state official shall
consult with and obtain the comments of any state agency
which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with
respect to any environmental impact involved. Copies of such
statement and the comments and views of the appropriate
statey federals and local agencies which are authorized to
develop and enforce environmental standards shall be made
available to the governors the environmental quality
councily and the pubdlic and shall accompany the proposal

through the existing agency review processess
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14) _Ibe department of public _secyice regulations _in
the exercise of _its _regulatory authority ower rates aond
charges of railfoadss motor carrierss and public. _utilitiess
is_exemot from the provisions of this chapters®

SECTION 2. EFFECTIIVE DAJE. THIS ACY IS EFFECTIVE DN

PASSAGE AND APPROYALa
~-End-

-y HB 815



March 9, 1979

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Business & Industry)

That House Bill No. 815 be amended as follows:

1. Title, line 8.

Following: "MCA"
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE"

2. Page 4, line 3.
Following: line 2

Insert: "Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on

passage and approval."”



