
CHAPTER NO. _)tt_tJ_ 

HOUSE BILL NO. 811 

INTRODUCED BY PORTER, SPILKER, METCALF, MENAHAN, BURNETT 

February 14, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

March 19, 1979 

March 20, 1979 

March 21, 1979 

March 22, 1979 

March 23, 1979 

April 3, 1979 

April 4, 1979 

April 6, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

On motion, taken from engross­
ing and referred to Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on members• 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 



April 7, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

-2-

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED Bv-1.:.44/ 1¥· .eh"- tluic~ /YU~ 
&r-~# ~ 

A Blll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ·~N ~CT TO JNC.REASE THE 

REI 1'1:3URSE"'E NT RATE FOR SC.HOOL BUS AND INDI\IIOUAl AND 

ISOLATEL TRANSPORTATION CO~TS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-1~1 

ANO 20-10-142, HCA.• 

BE IT ENAC.TEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-1~1. ~CA, is am€nded to ~ead: 

"20-lD-141. Schedule of aaxiaua ~el•bu~seaent by bus 

miledg~ ~ates. (1) The follo~ing bus mileage ~ates fo~ 

school bus t~anspo~tation constitute the ~aaxi•u• 

r~imbu~se~ent to dist~icts fo~ school bus t~ans0o~tation 

fro~ state and county sou~ces of transpo~tation revenue 

unae~ the provisions of 20-10-1~5 and 20-10-1~6. These rates 

5ha11 not limit the aaount ~hlch a district aay budget in 

its t~anspo~tation fund budget in orde~ to provide for the 

~stimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

durinq the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle, the 

op~r~tion of which is rei~bu~sed unde~ the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school buso as defined by this 

titl~, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved 

by the county transportation cor,fllittee and the 

supe~intendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus •ile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus js 

~ fgr traosogrtat1 0n of eljgjblg trapspprtees: ~er-&f 

~...--1t'ltfttl.,eP~ees--boer1f+ft~-~-~oo+--~~--8ft 

appr-e4f -r«Hfte--+,-ttft-M--i!tteft-H•-&f-+~~ed ee~nsc~ 

(a) ~e ~ cents in fiscal •~ liAD and ~§ ~ cents in 

fiscal •9~ 12ll and each yvd~ thereafter per bus •ile for a 

school bus with a ~ated capacity of not less t~an 12 but not 

.ore than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is •o~e than 50 childreno 

an additional 2 cents per bus eile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a 

base rate of ~9 ~ cents in fiscal ~~e ~ and ~ ~ cents 

In fiscal •9~ ~ and each year the~eafte~ per bus •ile. 

t~-tfhf!ft--~-----f>-1HI)+tt~e-~'!'O"~~-beef"1!+"'!J 

e-~~~.-en-an-e~p~e.ee-~~-+s-~~,-~~eft--~~•--••--+~ 

re~-eepee+~y--~he--r...--per--~s-•++e-~re~d-she++-&e 

~tti:ed---f.e+~ews• 

tet--•Ht'll+tte-~he ruteer--e•--c++'!+b~--~-~-, 

beerd+"'!J-~he-seh~-~,--_,~~-r~~~ 

tbt--R6~+~+y---~fte--fta~e~-det~r~ft~d--+"--s~&seet~n 

t~ttet-by-~~--d-r~-•••-~e-the-~eres~-whe+e-ftH~~ 

tet-~~-·~~-ce+ee+~-+ft-~bse~+--t3tt~-~ 

~~e--ft~Mber-deH.-+fted-+ft-s~seet+eft-t~ttet-~e-de~et'•+fte-~he 

sdjtt,~ed--re~ed-eepee+ty-•et'-tfte-b~s~-e"\4-
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tet--.s~fte--&djw~~ed -re~~d--eepee~~y--de+er•~~--~ 

swbsee~~ft--t3t~--es--~fte--~e~ed--e&pee+~y--of-s•~~~-~ 

d~~r~-~~-~e~~-~--&W1---++~--~~~•~•~--~re.--~~-re~~ 

_,....M-+tt-~~~trt-eM¥~. 

t.,Lll The rated capacity shall be the nu•ber of 

riding positions of a school bus as detersined under the 

policy adopted by the board of public e~ucation.• 

Section z. 

•zo-1o-11tZ. 

Section ZG-10-lltZo ~CAo I~ asended to read: 

i:~dividual 

int.li vi dUal 

Schedule of Sdxieus reisburse•ent for 

transportation. 

trans por tat ion 

The follo•li ng 

constitute 

rates for 

the •axisu• 

rel•burse .. nt to districts for individual transportation 

fros state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-1Q-llt5 and 20-10-lltb. These rates 

also shall constitute the li•itation of the budgeted a•ounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other than the legislature of the 

state of Montana. When the trustees contract •lth the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance. 

they shall reiMburse the parent or guardian on the basis of 

the following schedule: 

(1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees froe the residence of the parent 

-3-
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or guardian co a school or to schools located within 3 miles 

of one another, the total reisbursement per day of 

~ttendance shall be determined by multiplying the distance 

in •iles bet•een •he residence and the school. or the most 

distant school if •ore than one, by 2o subtracting b miles 

fro11 the product so obtained. dOd multiplying the differPnce 

by *~ 1§ cents provided that: 

(a) if t.,o or •ore eligible transportee~ are 

transported by a parent or guardian to t.,o or more schools 

located •ithin 3 miles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by di~ferent school districts. the total amount 

of the rei•burse•ent shall be divided equally between the 

districts; 

(b) if t•o or sore eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located •ore than 3 •Jles from one another, the parent or 

guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(cl if a parent transports two or more eligible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop .,hich school and bus 

stop are located •lthin 3 miles of one another• the total 

rei•bursesent shall be determined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shali be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district operating the 

bus; 

-4-
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(d) if d Ja~ent t~ansporting two or ~ore el igiol~ 

2 transportee~ to d school or bus stop mu~t• because of 

3 varying arrival and departure ti~eso make •ore than one 

4 round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, the tutal 

5 reimburse&ent allowed by this section shall be ll•lted to 

f~ ona round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

7 d~parture ti~e~~ 

9 lei notwjth~tandjo" subsections Clltah llllbh 

q !lllclo or lllld)o og rej.pursewent aaY )e leas than 25 

10 ~-'L~ 

11 (21 When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

12 transportee or transportees froa the residence to a bus stop 

l3 of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

14 transrortation of the transportee or trans~ortees. the total 

15 rei~burse~ent per day of attendance shall be deterained by 

lL ,,,ultiplyinr; the distance in miles between the residence and 

17 the bus stop by Zo subtracting 3 ailes fro• the product so 

18 obtained, and MUltiplying the difference by ~~ ~ cents 

1'1 provided that: 

lel (a) if the eligible transportees transported att~nd 

21 schools in differ~nt districts but ride on one bus. the 

22 districts shall divide the total reimburse~nt equally; and 

23 {b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport 

24 the eligible transportees to more than one bus. the parent 

25 or guardian shall be separately rei•bursed for 
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trdnsportatlon to each bus. 

(3) Where. due to excessive distances. ispassable 

roactso or other special circuastances of Isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) would be an inadequate 

reimburse.ent for the transportation costs or would result 

In a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, his 

parent or guardian .ay request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be aade by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuing 

scho<>l f I seal year bf Indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Before 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

requ·~stlng parent or guardian, such rate !Mlst be approved by 

the county transportation co .. ittee and the superintendent 

of public Instruction after the trustees have Indicated 

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 

the trustees and when approval is given by the county 

transportation ca..ittee and the superintendent of public 

instruction. the trustees shall pay such lncre~sed rate due 

to isolation. T~ increased rate shall be 1 1/2 ti•es the 

rate prescribed in subsection {1) above. 

t~l When th~ isolated conditions of the household 

~here dO allglble transportee resides require such eligible 

trdnsportee to live a~ay fro• the household in order to 

-b- H B '& l l 
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1 attend school, he shall be eligible for the roo• and board 

Z reiaburseaent. Appro~al to receive the roo• and board 

3 relaburse•ent shall be obtained in the s~•e aanner 

4 prescribed in subsection (3) abo~e. The per die• rate for 

S rooa and board shall be~~ for one eliqlble transportee 

6 and .. .s& iZ for each additional eligible transportee of the 

1 S·~- household. 

8 

9 be 

1St ~hen the indi~ldual transportation provision is to 

satisfied by ,upervised home study or super~ised 

10 correspondence study, the relabursecent rate shall be the 

11 cost of such study, provided that the course of Instruction 

12 Is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-

-1-



--------------------------------------
STATE OF MONTANA 

Request No. 414-79 
FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

1n compliance with a written request received February 22, 1979 , there is hereby 
submitted a Fiscal Note for House Bill 811 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965 -Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request . 

.. --·----·-- ·-··· -----~--- ------

DESCH I PT lON OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 811 increases the amount school districts receive for pupil transportation 
five cents each year of the biennium and increases individual transportation reimbursements. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Total bus miles and individual miles will remain the same as in 1979- 90,991 miles 
per day and 26,601 miles per day, respectively. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Transportation reimbursements 
Under current law 
Under proposed law 

Increased reimbursements under proposed law 

FY 80 
$3,824,704 
4,411,051 

$ 586,347 

FY 81 
$3,824,704 
~38,304 
$1,013,600 

The additional cost must be funded approximately 63% from the General Fund and 37% 
from the Public School Foundation Program, which, for all practicable purposes as far as 
the above is concerned, is funded from the Stafe General Fund. 

LOCAl. IMPACT: 

Any increase in the state reimbursement Level is an offset to local taxes. 

------·--·-···-------------

~,.J/ ot 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date : } II/ 7 ,} 
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. ~ 9 Bill NO • ..3if_ 
IN TR ODUU D BY --:)r5.1·~'1/' ~ pJ!}A Yl11 i (cu./ /"ffJ_-W'_t,__._/ 
8v~- .,,; \j-

A BILL FOR AN ACT fNTlTLEO: ·~N ACT TO INCREASE THE 

Rcol~SURSEI'lENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND INDIYIOVAL AND 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-lD-1~1 

A~O 20-10-142• MCA.• 

SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Saction 1. Section 20-10-141• ~CAo is a~ended to read: 

•zo-10-1~1. schedule of •axi~u• rei•burse~ent by bu5 

miledg~ rates. (1) The following bus •ileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute the •aximu• 

reimbursement to Jistricts for school bus transportation 

fro~ state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-1D-145 and 20-10-146• These rates 

5nal1 net limit the aaount which a district •ay oudGet in 

tts transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

d~r~ng the ensuinq school fiscal v~ar. Any vPhiclP• the 

operotion of which is rel•bursed under the ratP provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school bus, as defined by this 

titl~, driven by a qualified driver on a bus rout~ approved 

by the county transportation co11,.ittee and the 

superintendent of public instruction. 

lC 1608/01 

(l} The rate per bus •ile traveled shall be deter,.ined 

2 in accordance with the followinQ schedule when the bus is 

3 usad for tran$portatjon of eligible transQortge$: "~~-ef 

.. Mi OJ i Itt e -~~-ltOI"~-~--bee~""r-fltel'l-~eftoo+--.,__ _____ " 

5 &IJttrevelf ~<Mfte-4,-ltft-flt- _..eft JS•-ef>-+~~fte~eny+ 

6 (aJ ~• ~cents in fiscal~ l!AQ·and ~~cents in 

1 fiscal t9~ ~ and each r~dr thereafter ner bus •ile for a 

a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 12 but not 

9 eore than 50 children; and 

10 (b) when the rated capacity is •ore than 50 childrent 

ll an additional 2 cents per bus •ile for each additional child 

12 in the rated capacity In excess of 50 shall be added to a 

13 base rate of +8 2a cents ir fiscal ~~ l!AQ and .S ~ cents 

14 in fiscal t9~ ~and each year thereafter per bus •ile. 

15 ~t--wtleft--i!he-mt-'te1--ef-4! H~t.e 1:~ eftepe r ~eee -ltttet"d+ftg 

16 e-~hoe+-e.~-eft-eft-epp~eved-~eH~-•~-t.~,-1:~--~~•--ef--+1:~ 

l1 pe1eeri--eepee+1:yT--1:he--~e~e--~e~--e.~-•~e-i!reve~-,fte++-ee 

18 e&ep~ee-&S-~++ew~• 

lq tet--~~e~M~fte--1:he--"~er--ef--e++,+b+e--1:reft~ees 

U' ~lf+~-1:~-~ft&el-e.s-~-sHeft-~~1eet 

21 tbt--•H~+tt+y---~fte--~•be~--de1eeraiftelf--+n--~~~ 

22 t~ttet-by-?~•-eftd-re~d-eff-te-tfte-fteeP&~~e-ft~ 

Z3 tet--add-~e-e•eHft1:-ee+eH+e~ed-+n-~ee~ftft-t~ttbt--1ee 

lit tfte--"nM&e~-e..~e~~+~-+n-~Hb~eet+ftft-t~ttet~-6e1ee~m+"~1efte 

2':i ~djH~ted-reted-eeree~ty-fe~-~~~-bH~t-end 

-2- fiB 8' II 
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tdt- ••• ~~ -edJ••••d -•~-e~ee~.,--d•••r•ine~--+n 
~ee~?oft--~tei-__.-~-..~e--eepee+~y--e4-e~eh-e.~-~· 

~er••fte-~fte-re~-~--~..--••+e--~reve+ee--fre.--~ft~--rete 

~eftede~+ft ••~•ee•len tit ebeoe• 

~Lll The rated capacity shall be the nue~er of 

riding positions of a school bus as det~r•ined under th~ 

policy adopted by the bo4rd of public ~ducdtion.• 

Section z. Section zo-1o-1~2. MtAo is a.anded to read: 

•z0-10-1o1o2. Schedule of eaxieu. rel•burse•ent for 

individual transport~ion. The follo•inq rates for 

individU41 transportation constitute the eaxleue 

reieburse .. nt to districts for individual transportation 

fro• state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-145 ~nd 2o-lO-lolobo These rates 

also shalt constitute the lieitation of the budgeted amounts 

for indivl1ual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

year. The schedules orovlded In this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other than the leqislature of the 

state of ~ontana. When the trustees contract •ith the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individuOJl transportation for each -L•y of "chool .ltttcnd·3nCP• 

they shall reieburse the parent or uuardian on the basis of 

the follo•lng schedule: 

(1) When a parent or :;uardian transports an el i]ible 

transportee or transportees from the residence of tho parent 

-3-
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or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 •iles 

of one anothero the total rel.burseeent per day of 

attendance shall be determined by MUltiplying the distance 

in elles between the residence and the school. or the most 

distant school if eore than oneo by 2o subtracting 6 •iles 

fro• the product so obtainedo dnd •ultiplying the difference 

by tr !A cents provided that: 

(a) if two or eore eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to t•o or eore schools 

located within 3 eiles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districtso the total amount 

of the releburse .. nt shall be divided equally bet•een the 

districts; 

(b) if two or eore eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located •ore than 3 •iles fro• one anothero the parent or 

guardian shall be separately reiebursed for transporting the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

tcJ if a parent transports two or •ore eligible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop •hich school and bus 

stop are located within 3 slles of one another• the total 

reieburse .. nt shall be detereined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district operating the 

bus; 

-4-
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(d) if a parent transporting two or ~ore eligible 

transportees to a school or bus stop •usto because of 

varying arrival and departure ti•eso •ake eore thdn on~ 

rouno-trip journey to the bus stop or school, the total 

reimburseBCnt allowed by this section shall be ll•lted to 

ona round trip per day for each schedulPd arrival or 

departure tiaew~ 

lel ngtwjtbstandjng sybsgctjoos !lJ!a), fllfbl~ 

(l!Cclo or ll!ld!. ng rejwbucseeant aa¥ be less than Z5 

cents a day. 

(Z) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro• the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

transportation of the transportee or transportees, the totcl 

rei•burse•ent pee day of ~tandance shall be deter•ined by 

"multiplying the distance in •ilas between the residence and 

the bus stop by z, subtracting 3 •iles fra. the product so 

obtained, and Multiplying the difference by +~ ~ cents 

provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportees transport~d atten~ 

schools in different districts but ride on one buso the 

districts shall divide the total reiMburse~nt equally; and 

(b) if the parent or guardian is requirerl to trans~ort 

the eligible transportees to .ore than one bus. th~ parent 

or guardian shall be separately rei•burs.<ed for 

-5-

1 

2 

j 

" 
'5 

& 

7 

8 

q 

10 

ll 

12 

u 

14 

15 

1& 

11 

18 

19 

20 

ll 

u 

23 

z~ 

25 

LC. 1606/01 

transportation to each ~us. 

(3) Wherco due to excessive distances, i11passable 

roadso or other special circu•stances of isolation the r3tes 

prescribed in subsection (11 or (l) would be an inadequate 

reiaburse•ent for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible· transportee, his 

parent or guardian aay request an Increase in the 

rei~bursement rat~. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be aade by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuing 

school fi seal year by indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. BeforP. 

any increase r,>te due to isolation can be paid to the 

requGsting parent or ouardlano such rate must be approved by 

the county transportation co .. ittee and the superintendent 

of public instruction after the trustees have Indicated 

their approval or disdpproval. Re~ardless of the action of 

the trustees anc when approval is given by the county 

transportation co~mittee and the superintendent of public 

instruction, the trustees shall p~y such increased rate due 

to isolation. The incr.,Jsed rate shall be 1 1/2 ti:aes the 

rate prescribed In subsection Ill above. 

('t) •hen th·' isolat<>d conditions of the household 

where an allyible transportee resides require such eliqible 

transportee to live awdy fro~ the housP.ho1d in order to 
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1 attend school. he snail be eligible for the roo• and board 

2 rei.Ourse.ent• Approval to receive the rooa and board 

3 

" 
s 

0 

1 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

• 

reiabursesent shall be obtained in the sa11e manner 

prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per dlee rate for 

ro~ and board shall be ~ ~ for one eli<1ible transvortee 

and .._~ 1l for each additional eligible transportee of the 

saee household. 

CSI When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised ~ study or supervised 

correspondence study• the releburse.ant rate shall be the 

cost of such study• provided tha~ the course of in1truction 

is approved by the trustees and supdrviseo by the district.• 

-End-
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~~-.: .Q& YHr e\j INTRODUCED BY ~ 

8, ... _ .P' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

REIMSURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND JNOIYIOUAL ANO 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-141 

A~O 20-10-142o NCA.• 

'lE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Section 20-10-141, ~CAo is a.ended to read: 

"20-1G-141. Schedule of aaxi.u• rei•bursement by bus 

mileage rates. (1) The follo~ing bus •lleage rates for 

school bus transportal ion constitute the •axhtu• 

reimburse111ent to districts for school bus transportation 

fro~ state and county sources of transportation reve~ue 

under the provisions of 2G-1D-145 and 20-10-146· These rates 

shall not limit the a.ount which a district may uudget in 

its transportation fund budget In order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

durin9 the ensuinq school fiscal year. Any vehicle, th~ 

operdtion of which Is rel~bursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school buso as defined by this 

title, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved 

by the county transportation COI!IIIIittee and the 

superintendent of public instruction• 
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t2) The rate per bus 111ile traveled shall be deter•ined 

in accordance vith the foUovinq schedule vhen the bus js 

used fgr tran$partatjgo of eljgjble trapsportegs; ft~-&f 

~+,+h~-.. ~~~e.---~~-~aeft--~ehoo+--beS--oft---en 

(d) ~e ~cents in fiscal •~ 1240 and~~ cents in 

fiscal •~ 1111 and each yv.r there3fter per bus •ile for a 

school bus with a rated capacity of not less than ll but not 

.ore than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is eore than 50 children, 

an additional 2 cents per bus •lle for each additional child 

in tha rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a . 
base rate of ~ ll cents In fiscal MH U§..O and .S ll cents 

in fiscal ••~ 12ll and each year thereafter per bus •ile. 

t~t-~en--~he n•eeer~e~~•e-~r~or~~-hooPd+n~ 

e-sehoo+-he~-en-en-opp~~.-e~-*'-+.,s-~~&n--~~•--of--+~s 

re~e~-eepoe+~y.--~fte--r~--~r--hes-e++e-~re~+e~-she++-&P 

eoep~es-fe++ews• 

tet--~e~ers~ne-~he--n~r--ef--e+•e+b~--~rnns~or~ees 

&eord+n~-~ne-se~oo+-h•s-on-s~h-r~et 

tht--.-~~+y--~he--~.eer--d~era+ne~--•n--s~~~+on 

t~ttet-by-~~-end-r~d-off-~e-~e-neeres~-who+e-~~rt 

tet--&dd-~-·~~-ee+e.+~~---bse~on-t3ttbt--~e 

~~e--n•eher-de~re+ned-ift-suhsee~~n-t~ttet-~o-ee~ere+n@-~he 

edjus~ee-re~e-eepee+~y-fop-~-ewst-&nd 
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t .. - ••• ~fte -eet-~~--·~--e_,ec*.,--de~e••iftee--i" 

.... ee~*oft--t~tet------~-•• ~ee--eepee+~y--..-•~e.,-~. 

d@~e••tne-~e-re~e-pe•--e•,--•ile--tr8ve•~--f...--~--rete 

_tteft..._...,_,..,._ • ..__t~t-eevew 
~111 The rated capacit~ sha11 be the nu•ber of 

riding positions of a school bus as deteraifted under the 

policy adopted by the board of public edUcation.• 

Section 2• Section 20-lO-l"o2• HCA• is aeended to ~ead: 

•z0-1G-llt2. Schedule of aaxi.ua reiaburseeent for 

indivi <Jual transp<N"tat ion. The fo11owi "9 rates for 

lftdlvldua1 transportation constitute the •axt.u• 

reiaburse .. nt to districts for indtwidual transportation 

froa state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-llt~ and 20-10-l"o6. These rates 

also shall constitute the 1 i •i tation of the budgeted iHIOunts 

for lndlwldaal transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

year. The schedules orovided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority oth~r than the legislature of the 

state of ~ontana. When th~ trustees contract with the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to orovide 

individual transportation for each day of ~choo1 att•·ndanc~. 

they s~11 reiMburse the parent or ouardian on the basis of 

the fol~owing schedul~: 

(1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro~ th~ residence of the parent 
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oT ~~dian to a school ~ to .chools 1ocated Mithin 3 eiles 

of one another• the total reiebursement per day of 

~ttendance shall be deter•lned by .ultiplying the distance 

in eiles between the residence and the school• or the .ast 

distant school if ~e thaft one• by 2• subtractinq 6 eiles 

froa the product so Obtained• and .ultiplying the difference 

by t~ !a cents provided that: 

(at if two or .ore eligible transportees are 

trans~ted by a parent or guardian to two or •ore schools 

located within J •iles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts. the total a..unt 

of the rei~rseaent sna•1 be divided equally between the 

distr•cts; 

(b) if two or tiOf'e eligible tr ansportees are 

transported by a pat"..t: or guaf"dian to two or -re schools 

located eore than 3 •iles fro• one another. the parent or 

·wardi an sha11 be separately rei -.bur sed for transporting the 

e1iqib1e transport .. or transportees to each school; 

tct if a par-t tr-ports t.o O¥ .ore eligible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located within 3 •Hes of one anottler• the total 

rei•burseaent sha11 be deter•ined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating tne school and the district operating the 

bus; 

_.,_ 
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(d) if a parent transporting two or sore eligibl~ 

transportees to a school or bus stop musto hec~use of 

varyin~ arrival and departure ti•eso •ake more than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or school• the total 

reimburse~nt allowed by this section shall be ll•lted to 

ona round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure tiaew~ 

(el notwjthstaodjng subsections !l)(a)o ClJ!blJ 

(1)1c)t or C11Cdlo no rei•burseaent eay be less than Z5 

cents a day. 

(2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro• the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

transportation of the transportee or transportees, the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be detereined by 

~ultiplyin~ the distance in miles between the residence and 

the bus stop by z, subtracting 3 eiles froe th~ product so 

obtained, and multiplying the difference by •i La cents 

provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportaes transported clttend 

schools ; n di ff<>r.,nt districts but ride on one bus, the 

distric1".s shall divide the total relmburseCJ>ent equally; and 

(b) if the parent or quardlan is r~quired to tr~nsport 

the eligible transportees to more than one bus. the parent 

or guardian shall be separately reiebursed for 

-5-
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transportation to each ~us. 

(3) Where, due to excessive distances, ;,.passable 

road~• or other special circumstances of isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (11 or (ZJ would be an inadequate 

relaburseaent for the transportation costs or would result 

In a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, his 

~arent or guardian aay request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for Increased rates due 

to isolation shall be eade by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuln~ 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

clrcuestances which exist to justify the increase. Befor'! 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

requ~stlng parent or guardian, such rate .ust be approved by 

the county transportation co .. ittee and the superintendent 

of public instruction after the trustees have indicated 

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the ~ction of 

th~ trustees and when approval is given by the county 

transportation ca.mittee and the superintendent of ~ublic 

instruction, the trustees shall pay such lncre~sed r~te due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be l lJZ ti~es the 

ratn prescri~od in subsection (1) above. 

(4) ~hen the Isolated conditions of the household 

where Jn eli~ible transportee resides require such ~1i~i~le 

transportee to live away fro• the household in order to 

-6- HB lfl/ 
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1 attend schoole he shall be ellglblP. for the roo• and board 

2 rei•burse~ent• Approval to receive the roo• and board 

3 reimburse•ent sh.lll be obtai ner! in the sa.., •dnner 

~ prescri~d in subsection 131 abcve. The ~er diee rat~ for 

S rooe and board shall be~~ for one ~llqible transportee 

6 and ... ~ 1Z for each additional eligible transportee of the 

1 saee household. 

8 

9 bo<! 

(5) ~hen the Individual transportation provision Is to 

satisfied hy supervised hoe& study or supervised 

10 correspondence study. the r.-.i•burse .. nt rate shall be the 

11 co5t of such studye provided that 'the course of Instruction 

12 Is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOe 811 

INTRODUCED BY PORTERo SPILKER, METCALFo MENAHANo BURNETT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING 

AND 20-10-14Zo MCA.• 

ANO INDIVIDUAL AND 

SECTIONS 20-10-141 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-141• MCAo is a .. nded to read; 

•zo-10-141. Schedule of .axl•u• rei•burse .. nt by bus 

elleage rates. {1) The folloMing bus mileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute the •axi•u• 

rei•burse•ent to districts for school bus transportation 

fra. state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146• These rates 

shall not licit the a•ount Mhich a district •ay budget In 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estieated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicleo the 

operation of Mhich is rei•bursed under the rate provisions 

of this scheduleo shall be a school buso as defined by this 

title, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved 

by the county transportation coe•ittee and the 

superintendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus elle traveled shall be deterwlned 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus Is 

~ for traosportatlon pf eJ!gjble transportee•; n~er-84 

e+~+~+e-~Pensp~ees--boerd+nq--s.e~-sehoo+--bos--on---en 

e~ewed--re•~•--+•-not-._.s-~en-JS--o#-+~s-~ed-eepee~y+ 

{a) 48 ~cents in fiscal t9J8 lJAQ and 4S 2J cents in 

fiscal t9J9 1ill and each year thereafter per bus •lle for a 

school bus with a rated ce~city of not less then 12 but not 

wore than 50 children; and 

{b} Mhen the rated capacity is wore than SO children, 

an additional 2 cents per bus •ile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity In ex,ess of SO shall be added to a 

base rate of 48 iQ cents In fiscal t~e 1!aD and +5 2J 'ants 

In fls,al t~ 12!1 and each year thereafter per bUs ••••• 

t*t--W~n--~ 

e-ee~+-b••-en-en-epprewed-ree~-+s-~•~~Bft--Js.--.•--~• 

re~e~-eepee+~y.--~~--re~e--per---.•-•+•e-~re•e~~+-be 

ee-,.~ed-••-fo++ew•• 

tet--4~r•+fte--~he--~er--..--e++~b+e--•r•neper~ 

beard+n~-~~e-•ehee+-bes-en-~-r~ 

fbt--ea+~+~+y---~he--a.eeer--de~.rw+ned--+n--s•bsee~+en 

t3ttat-~-~sa-and-r .. nd-e•f-te-~e-neare•t-who+e-neebert 

tet--add-the-e .. ant-ea•ea+&ted-+n-sabseet+en-t3ttbt--~e 

~ft8--n••~er-detera+ned-+n~sa~ee~+en-t3ttet-~-de~ere+ne-the 

edj•s~ed-re~ed-eepae+~y-fer-~he-~ast-end 
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t4t--•~e-~he--edje~ted--~ete~--eepee+ty--~• .. ~•+fte~--+ft 

....._~+ea--~ttet--.. --the--~eted--eepee+~y--ef-•aeh--••--. 

.. te~.-fte-t~-~et.-pe~---••--•++e--t~•we+.e--•~••--t~--~ete 

M..._-t.-+•-MMee~+--t~-eMw-

tottL11 TIM rated cep«ity shelt be the ft...-.r of 

riding posltiOAs of • school bvs as deter•lned under the 

policy ~ted by the board of public educetion.• 

Section z. Section 20-10-142• MCA. Is ... nded to read& 

•zo-tG-142• Schedule of aaxl.u. ret.-urseeent for 

Individual 

l!Mivl....,l 

transportation. 

trensportftl-

The follQWing 

cO...sutute 

rates for 

the -·~-
rel.-.rs....- to districts fer lftdiwlduel transportation 

fr- state and county sources of transportetlon revenue 

under the provisions of 2G-1G-lfiS ·and ZG-1G-lfl6• T!Mse rates 

also si'Mll constitute the ll•ltetlon of the budgeted -t.s 

for individual t.ransport.atiOA for the ensuing school fiscal 

year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other then the legislature of the 

state of ltontana. W'- the t.rust .. s cCMttract. with the parent 

or guerdlen of _, eligible transportee to provide 

individqal transportation for each ~Y of school attendance. 

they sball relMur- the para.t or guardian on the bash of 

the following schedule: 

Ut "'- a par-t or I)INN'dien transports an ellgible 

trans~tee or transportees froe the residence of the parent 
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or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 Miles 

or one anothert tM total relllburs .. •nt pi!!~ day of 

attendance shall be deter•lned by eultiplylng the distance 

In •iles bet.w .. n the resiO.OC:e and the scftOOio or the .ost 

dlat~t school if ~r• t~n oneo by z, subtracting ' •lles 

fro• the product so obtllftedo and ~ltiplylng the difference 

by •• 11 cents provided thatt 

(a) If two or ~re eligible traMpottees are 

transported by • parent or gvardlan to two or IMire schools 

located within J •lles of one aftOtfter and If such schools 

are operated by different sChool districts• the total ••ount 

of the reiebur .... nt s~11 be divided equally between the 

dlst.rlct.sl 

(b) If t.lfO or -e eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or .,,. schools 

located -re than J •I lee froe OIM ~her• the parent or 

guardian shall be seperately rel~rsed for transporting the 

eligible transport. .. or t~ensport. .. s to each school; 

(c) if a parent. transports tvo or .ore eligible 

transport .. , to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are •-•ted within l •iles of one ctnother• the total 

rei.avrs...nt. sn.ll be deter•;ned Uftder the provisions of 

this su&secuon an.t s,...ll u lfhrl-.t ..,_n, ~-n the 

district operating the schOol and the district opetating the 

bus; 

-..- HfJ !IU 
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(d) if a parent transporting tMo or •ore eligible 

transportees to a school or bus stop Musto because of 

varying arrival and departure tiaeso aake aore than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or schoolo the total 

rei•burseaent alloNed by this section shall be li•lted to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure tiae.~ 

{el ootwjtbstandjog subsc~lGD1--_lllCa)o (l)(b)o 

ill.LU.• or UHd)l po re!MbyrsaMnt Ul tae I&U-.t.bil.IL-U 

~4-Stu~ 

(2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro• the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

transportation of the transportee or transporteeso the total 

rei•burse•ent per day of attendance shall be deter•ined by 

multiplying the distance in eiles between the residence and 

the bus stop by z, subtracting 3 •lles froe the product so 

obtainedo and eultiplying the difference by t~ 18 cents 

provided that: 

{a) if the eligible transportees transported attend 

schools in different districts but ride on one buso the 

districts shall divide the total releburseaent equally; and 

(b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport 

the eligible transportees to .ore than one buso the parent 

or guardian shall be separately reiebursed for 
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transportation to each bus. 

(3) Where, due to excessive distances. iepassable 

roadso or other special circuestances of isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) would be an inadequate 

rei•burseaent for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, his 

parent or guardian -y request an Increase in the 

releburse .. nt rate. Such a request for Increased rates due 

to isolation shall be eade by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for Individual transportation for the ensuing 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

circu•stances which exist to justify the Increase. Before 

any Increase rate due to Isolation can be paid to the 

requesting parent or guardlano such rate .ust be approved by 

the county transportation coeeittee and the superintendent 

of public Instruction after the trustees have indicated 

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 

the trustees and Mhen approval is given by the county 

transportation coeeittee and the superintendent of public 

Instruct ion, the trustees shall pa,y such increased rate due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 ti .. s the 

rate prescribed in subsection (1) above• 

(41 When the isolated conditions of the household 

Mhere an elig1D1e transportee resides require such eligible 

transportee to live a~ay froe the household in order to 

-6- H8 811 
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1 attend schoolo he shall be eligible fo~ the ~oo• and board 

Z reieburs ... nt. Approval to receive the roo• and board 

3 reluurse .. nt sha_ll be obtained in the sa- eanner 

• prescribed in subsection CJt above. The per diee rate for 

5 roae and board shell be., It for one eligible transport .. 

6 and •••~ 11 for each additional eligible transportee of the 

T s ... household. 

8 

9 

(5t When the Individual transportation provision Is to 

be satisfied by supervised hoee study or supervised 

10 correspondence studyo the releburse .. nt rate shall be the 

11 cost of such study, provided that' the course of Instruction 

lZ Ia approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-
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