
February 14, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 809 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 

Report adopted. Objection. 

Second reading, do not pass. 
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•AN ACT TO ~REATE A PANEL ~ A BILL FOR AN ACT EIH1TLEO: 

fAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ~~POWERED TO ARBITRATE DISPUTES 

OETHE£N AND AXONG CANOIOATES ANO POLITICAL COMHITTEES 

CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS OF UNFAIK CA~PAIGN PRACTICES.• 

BE IT ENACTEU BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section l. Panel of fair ca~aiqn practice• 

appointment-- allocation quasi-judicial nature. (1) 

There is a panel of fair ca•paign practices created within 

the office of co .. issioner of ca~aign finances and 

practices. 

(2) The panel consists of three •eMbers who shall be 

appointed by a z~jority of a four-meaber selection ca..ittee 

that is co•prised of the ~ajority and the einority leaoers 

of both houses vf the legislature. Tha selection co-•ittee 

shall by a majority designate the ae•ber to serve as 

chair111an of the panel. 

(3) Each .a.ber shall serve for a ter~ of 2 yenrs• 

(lt} The pan~l is de5i':jl"oated 3S a qua5i-JuJici•l boMdt 

except that the provisions of subsections (1}• (~I• (3)• 

(5), and (b) of 2-ls-124 ao not apply. 

Section 2• Panel of fair ca•paign practices -- powers. 
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(l) The ~anel of fair campaisn practices created by [section 

1] shall, upon bel nq convened by the cu..i ss loner as 

provide~ by [section 3Jo arbitrate disputes between and 

atDOn<) candidates ano v<>l I tical c~ittees concerning 

allegations of unfuir campaign practices. 

tzt Tne panel My conouct hearlltgs and ca.pel the 

attendance of parties and •itnesses as 

Investigate co•plaints. 

necessary to 

{3) Tne panel sh~ll adopt rules of evidence and 

procedure• Mhich -need not be In accordance •ith the 

provision~ of [litle 2• chapter o!t) or the rules of evidence 

or procedure provided for the courts of the state• 

(~) The panel shaH -t upon being conv-•d by tne 

co .. issloner to lnvP-stlgate complaints and condyct hearings 

as it deter11ines necessary. upon concluding its. 

I nvestl gat IOfl and hearings. the panel shall Issue a 

statement indicatin~ its findings of fact and conclusions of 

law. 

Section 3. Fitin~ f3ir campaign practices co.pldint --

convening ot panel. tlJ A candidate who believes another 

candidat~ or political co~•ittee has •ade a statement about 

hie in th·• course of the Cd•paign that Is unfair or untrue 

or tnat violates an oath or pled<je of fair ca•paign 

practices to whicn the other candidate or political 

co•&;itt"'· ha5 subscrioeJ 11ay file a ca.plaint with the 
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1 ca.aissioner of caapaiqn finance~ and practices. The 

Z coaplaint must contain a specific stata.ent of the basis of 

3 the co•plaint tog~ther ~ith evidence to support the 

~ allegation. 

5 ( Z • U1--on rec<.· i pt of a COlllpl ai nt, the co-l ss loner 

b shall de ten, I"" ~hether the co•plai nant has de..on5tr.tted 

1 reasonable grounds for a coaplaint. 1f he finds the 

8 co•plaint fails to stdte r~asonable grounds, he •ust return 

9 the c011plaint tv t:M candidate 50 statlnq. If the 

10 co-issioner finds the ca.p'laint dOes state reasonable 

11 grounds• he shall forward the c«M~plaint to the p.anel for 

12 arbitration. The co.•lssiuner shall conw- the pi'lnel not. 

13 less than 5 or •ore than 10 days before and not less than 15 

1• or .are than 20 days after the date of an election to 

15 arbitrate co•plaint.s forwarded to it, If any. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
Request No. 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 16 1979 , there is hereby 
submitted a Fiscal Note for House Bill 809 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to create a Fair Campaign Practices Panel empowered to arbitrate disputes between 
and among candidates and political committees concerning allegations of unfair campaign 
practices. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Administrative costs of the proposed legislation can be absorbed within the 
current level of personal services. 

2. The panel will meet a maximum of 3 days during any one fiscal year. 

3. Panel members will be non-residents of Helena. 

4. Panel members will not be full-time salaried officers or employees of the state or 
its subdivisions. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Increased Expenditures Under Proposed Legislation 
FY 80 
$546 

The additional cost must be funded from the State General Fund. 

~~4~ o.t. 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and 
Date: J/4tlf1 f 

FY 81 
$546 

dA*-?t' 
Program Planning 

--------------------------------------


