
February 14, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 806 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Fish and Game. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

CONTROL OF THE JMPORTATIONw POSSESSIOHw AND TRANSPORTATION 

HlTHI~ THE STATE nF NONINOJGENOUS WILDLIFE.• 

BE IT eNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definition. For the purposes of [this act]• 

•nonindigenous wildlife• .eans those species of wildlife 

that are not Indigenous to the state of Montana and that are 

not included in the definitions of •ga .. ani.als•w •ga .. 

fish•, and •upland ga.e birds• as provided in 87-Z-101• 

Section z. co .. ission authorized to adopt rules. The 

co•mission 11ay adopt rules to prevent d-age by 

nonindigenous wildlife to native wildlife, agricultural 

interests. or public health and safety. The co .. ission 11ay 

~dopt rules for the welfare of any nonindigenous wildlife 

;,ported into and possessed within the state. 

Section 3. Nonindigenous wildlife categories 

desi~ndted. For the purposes of [this act), the coMmission 

may designate categories of species of nonindigenous 

wildlife as follows: 

(l) species that 11ay not be imported into or possessed 

within the state; 
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(2} species that aay be imported and possessed by 

f'er•lt only; 

(3) spe~ies that •ay be i•ported and pos~essed without 

a per•it; and 

(4t species that •ay be potentially har•ful. 

Section 4. Importation peralt. The depart.ant •ay 

issue ?Brait~ to Individuals, organizations, institutions, 

and governaental agen~ies for the hoportation of 

nonindigenous wildlife In accordance with the rules adopted 

pursuant to {this act] by the coa•ission• 

Section 5. Per•lt fee -- disposition. The departaent 

may issue a permit only upon application and pay11ent of a 

nonrefundable application fee. The a.aunt of the fee shall 

ue determined by the department. Fees generated by the 

appl i~ations shall be expended exclusively for the 

ad•lnistratlon and enforce•ent of [this act}• 

Section 6. Fe~ exemption• Institutions of higher 

learning, govern•ental agencies, and other bona fide 

s~ientific institutions as deter•ined by the depart•ent are 

exa~pt fro• pay•ent of the application fee when using 

nonindi1enous wildlife for research purposes. 

Section 1. Application for permit. The application for 

per•its for the i•portation, possPssiono or transportation 

of nonindi~enous wildlife must include: 

(1) the true scientific na•e of each species; 
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(2) the quantity of each species; 

(3) the naMes and addresses of the consignee and 

consignor; and 

(~) a description of the •ethods to be used in the 

control and contain•ent of the animals. 

Section a. Exception to pereit require.ant for certain 

progeny. The provisions of [this JCt] and rules adopted 

pursuant thereto apply to the progeny of any nonindigenous 

wildlife i•ported or possessed under these laws and rules. 

except that no per•it is required for the possession of the 

progeny if a per•it has already been obtained by that owner 

for the parent and the progeny are kept at the sa•e site. 

Section 9. Possession and transportation prohibited 

without per•lt. No person eay possess or transport 

nonindigenous wildlife except in accordance with the rules 

adopted pursuant to [this act] by the co .. ission. 

Section 10. Escape or release of nonindigenous 

wildlife. No person ha~lng possession or control of any 

nonindigenous wildlife legally ieported •ay intentionally 

free or knowingly per•it the escape or release of such 

wildlife except In accordance with the rules adopted 

pursuant to [this act] by the coeeission. 

Section 11. Inspection. The departeent of fish ~nd 

2~ ga .. and the dep~rt.ent of livestock •ay inspect the health 

25 and conditions of confineaent of wildlife imported• 
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possessed, or transported under per•its granted pursuant to 

[this act]. 

Section 12• Revocation of per•it. The departeent may 

in accordance with the Montana Ad•lnistrative Procedure Act 

revoke the 

co•pliance 

tl-oer,•to. 

permit 

vith 

of a 

[this 

per•ittee found not to be in 

act} or rules adopted pursuant 

Section 13• Destruction authorized. The department may 

destroy any nonlndlgenous wildlife deterained to be 

illegally at large and that are of a species designated by 

the rules adopted pursuant to [this act] to be potentially 

har•ful. 

Section 1~. todiflcatlono Sections 1 through 13 are 

Intended to be codified as an integral part of Titl~ 87, 

chapter s, and the provisions contained in Title 87 apply to 

sections 1 throuyh 13. 
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