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1 

2 

3 

4 PROVIDE FOR A 

s DIFFERENT METHOD OF FINANCING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

6 AOKINJSTERED LOCALLY BY COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENTS; TO SHIFT 

1 PRI~ARY FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROGRAMS FROM THE 

B COUNTIES TO THE STATE; TO PROVIDE FOR A MANDATORY TAX ON 

9 PROPERTY OF 6 MILLS TO BE LEVIED BY EACH COUNTY FOR THE 

10 PURPOSE OF FUNDING THE PROGRAMS; AMENDING SECTIONS T-6-2426t 

ll 15-16-117. 39-71-118• 53-2-20h 53-2-207, 53-2-302, 

12 53-2-304, 53-2-321. 53-2-606. ~3-2-60Bt 53-2-610. 53-3-103, 

13 53-3-105, 53-3-201t 53-3-30Zt 53-3-306t 53-3-30lo 53-~Z31t 

14 AND 53-4-247o KCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 53-2-lZZo 

15 53-2-323, 53-3-104t 53-3-304, ANO S3-3-30So "'A.• 

16 

l7 BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

18 Section lo Section 7-6-2426, MCAo is a•ended to read: 

19 •7-6-2426. Enuaeratlon of county charqes. The 

20 following are county charges: 

21 (1) charges incurred against the county by virtue of 

22 any provision of this title; 

23 (2) one-half of the salary of the county attorney and 

24 all expenses necessarily incurred by his in criminal cases 

25 arising >~ithin the county; 
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C3) the salary and actual expenses for traveling, when 

on official dutyo allowed hy law to sheriffs and the 

coapensation allowed by law to const~bles for executing 

process on persons charged with crialnal offenses; 

(~) the board of prisoners confined In jail; 

(5) the suas required by law to be pdid to grand and 

trial jurors and witnesses In criainal cases; 

(6) the accounts of the coroner of the county for such 

services as are provided by law; 

(7) all charges and accounts for services rendered by 

any justice of the peace for services in the exaalnation or 

trial of persons charged with crime as provided for by law; 

tet--1:"'e-tteet!!sse.,..,--.,.~•-fltetl~~sappert--of' 

eoam~y--ftospi~s--&nd--~f'eras-~+~he-sappor~-o+-~"e 

~""M-sHtt-end-t.+te-~~dependent-.,_-wttese-sal!lllort 

+s-e~e&+e-~e-~~-eoaMy~ 

t9tLAl the contingent expenses necessari'y incurred 

for the use and benefit of the county; 

tt9tLil every other sua directed by law to be raised 

for any county purpose under the d.! rect l on of the board of 

county co .. lssioners or declared to be a county charge.• 

Section 2. Section 15-16-117, MCA• is aaended to read: 

•lS-16-117. Personal property treasurer•s duty to 

collect certain tcxes on. (1) Th~ county treasurer aust 

deaand pay.ent of po~ taxes jo support Qf pyblic assistance 

f/ L; 
~· ·, .. 
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~~he~+red required by 

by taxes, authorized 

7-14-2206 or 7-14-2501 throuqh 7-14-2~0~, of every person 

liable therefor whose na•e does not appear on the assess•ent 

lists, and on the neglect or refusal of such person to pay 

the sa•e• he .ust collect by seizu~e ~nd ~dle of 1ny 

pr~perty owned by such person. 

(2t These taxes shall be added upon the assess•~nt 

lists to other taxes of persons liable therefor paying taxes 

upon real and personal property and paid to the county 

treasurer at the ti•e of pay .. nt of other taxes, and all 

personal property assessed against a person shall be liable 

for the payeant of such taxes• 

C3t The procedure for the sale of such property by the 

county treasurer for such taxes shall be regulated by 

15-16-113 and chapter 17e part 9.• 

Section 3. Section 39-71-118, ~CAo is aMended to read: 

•3?-71-118. E•ployee, worker. and work.an defined. (11 

The ter•s •e•ployee•, •workaan•, or •worker• •ean: 

(aj each person in this stateo including a contractor 

other than an Independent contractor, who is in the service 

of an e•ployer, as defined by 39-71-117• under any 

appointment or contract of hire, expressed or impliedo oral 

or written. The ter•s include aliens and •inorso whether 

lawfully or unlavfully eaployed. and all of the elected and 
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appointed paid public officers and officers and Members of 

boards of directors of quasi-public or private corporations 

while renderin9 actual 

pay. Casual eMployees 

service for such corporations for 

as defined by 39-71-116{3) are 

included as e•ployees if they are not otherwise covered by 

workers• co•pensation and if an employer has elected to be 

bound by the provisions of the compensation law for these 

casual e•ployaentso as provided in 39-71-401(2)• Hous~hold 

or da.estic service is excluded. 

Cbt e--.eelpien~ -&f-~~-~e++ef-wfto-+~-pe~~c~~~~ 

~-~or-e-eeen~~~~~e-~er--~he--p~cv+~+en~--cT 

S3-3-~~--.~r~~~ -§3-~-~&S-ene any juvenile perfor•ing work 

under authorization of a district court judge in a 

delinquency prevention or rehabilitation progras; 

let a person receiving on-the-job vocational 

rehabilitation training or other on-the-job training under a 

state or federal vocational training program. whether or not 

under an appointaent or contract of hire with an employer as 

defined in this chapter and whether or not receiving paymP.nt 

fro• a third party. However, this subsection does not apply 

to students enrolled in vocational training programs as 

outlined above while they are on the premises of a public 

school or co••unity college; or 

(d) students enrolled and in attendance in ~rograms of 

vocational technical education approved by the state board 

-4-
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of public education at designated postsecondary vocational 

technical centers. 

( 2) If the employer is a partnership or sole 

proprietorship, such e11ployer •ay elect to include as an 

~mployee within the provisions of this chapter any .eaber of 

such partnership or the owner of the sole proprietorship 

devoting full time to the partnership or proprietorship 

business. In the event of such election, the eaployer aust 

serve upon the e11ployer•s insurer written notice na•ing the 

partners or sole proprietor to be covered, and no partner or 

sole proprietor shall be dee.ed an e•ployee within this 

chapter until such notice has been given. For pre•iu• 

r~temaking and for the deter•ination of weekly wage for 

weekly co•pensation benefits, the insurance carrier shall 

dSSume a salary or wage of such electing e•ployee to be $900 

per cnonth.• 

Section 4. Section 53-2-ZOlo K(.A, is aaended to read: 

"53-2-201. Powers and duties of departMent. (1) The 

department shall: 

(a) ad111inister or supervise all for~s 

assistance. child protection. and child welfare, 

the provision of medical care payments in 

recipients of public assistance; 

(b) administer or supervise all child 

of public 

including 

behalf of 

wel f ,ne 

activities, including iMportation and exportation of 
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children; licensinq and supervising of private and local 

child-caring a~encies; the care of dependent• neglected, and 

delinquent children in foster faeily ho•es, especially 

children placed for adoption or those of lllegiti.ate birth; 

(cl give consultant service to private institutions 

providing care for the needy. Indigent. handicapped, or 

dependent adults; 

(d} cooperate with other state agencies and develop 

provisions for services to the blindo Including the 

prevention of blindness. the location of blind persons. 

.. dical services for eye conditions, and vocational guidance 

and training of the blind; 

{e) provide services in respect to organization and 

supervise county depart•errts of public welfare and county 

boards of public welfare in the adeinistation of public 

assi~tance functions and for efficiency and econa.y; 

(f) assist and cooperate with other state and federal 

departeentso bureaus, agencies, and institutions, when so 

requ~sted, by perfor•ing services in confor•ity with public 

assistance purposes; an~ 

(g) ddeinister and supervise al 1 federal funds 

dlloc~ted to this state• eftd all state funds appropriated to 

the depart .. nt for public assistance activities. and all 

~_tecejyed ~yrsyaot tg (se,tjon 6J. The departeent 

shall do all thin~s necessdry, in conformity with federal 

-6- lt' l3 ?'I.) 
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and state lavo for the proper fulflllaent of public 

assistance purposes. 

(Zl The depart•ent may: 

(a) purchase, exchange, conde~no or receive by gift 

either real or personal property which Is necessary to carry 

out its public assistance functivns. Title to property 

obtained under this subsection sh~ll be taken in the nd~ of 

the state of Montana for the use and benefit of the 

depart•ent. 

(b) contract vlth the federal gover~ent to carry out 

its public assistance functions. The depart•ent aay do all 

things necessary In order to avail itself of federal aid and 

assistance.• 

Section 5. ~action '>3-2-ZOTt HCAo is a.ended to read: 

•s3-Z-207. Power of depart~nt in adeinistering ~te 

~~s-+n-e+d public as1istancg funds. In ad•lnistering or 

supervising any state or federal funds appropriated or aade 

available to the depart•ent for public assistance purposes, 

the depart•ent ~++-~eve-~--~~~rty-t&* aa¥ 

t+t--r~toe-es--eeftd+t>+eft-fM"-r_,...+ttg-~s-+-tri-d 

t+tet-ttle-eo~tttty-stte'H-tte--t>tle-f""~t"+--M--tfte--tooioe+--M 

+eee~-peM+e ase I st-ee e-+s-++-"-B,r-+--rriet>+ftg-t>e-soten 

tts!l+steftee-t 

trt--m&ke-u~-ef-e++-~~--prceesse•--te--eftf&re~--the 

-+n+~.--st~&!l--f""eser~-ey-~-depert.ent-Vftder-+ews 
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pre¥+d+~-for~-~n-e+d?-prev+ded--thet--sueh--etender~ 

she++--n8t--e.eeed--+n--eo!lt--tft8-a.ettnt-der+ved-frem-+&Y+es 

eeteb++shed-by-stote-+e-.-ond 

t3t--require that each part of the public assistance 

laws ehe++ be in effect in all counties of the state.• 

~EH SECTION. Section 6• Funding of public assistance 

progra~s adMinistered locally. Each county of the statP 

shall annually levy a tax of 6 •Ills on all of the taxable 

property vithin the county. The money collected by each 

county fro• the 6 •Ill levy required by this section shall 

be paid into the state treasury to the credit of an 

earmdrked revenue fund account for the purpose of financing 

public assistance progra•s adeinistered locally. The balance 

of the aoney needed to fund all of the public assistance 

proqrams ad•inistered locally by county welfare departments 

shall co•e fro• state appropriations, federal fundso and 

•oney received fro• any other source. 

Section 7. Section 53-2-302, ~CAt is ~~ended to read: 

•53-2-302. County com~issioners ex officio county 

welfare board. The board of county commissioners shall be 

the ex officio county welfare board and is hereby authorized 

to devote such additional ti.e for public assistance matters 

as •ay be found necessary. The members of the county welfare 

board shall receive the same co•pensation for their services 

and the same mileage vhen acting as the county board of 

-B-
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public welfare as they receive when acting as the board of 

county co~issionerss end The couotx welfare board shall be 

li~ited as to •eetings as now provided by law, and the 

compensation and mileage of the aeabers of the board shall 

be paid from eo~~y ~ funds. They may transact business 

as a board of county ca.aissioners and as a county welfare 

bodrd on the sa~e dayo and in such cases they shall be paid 

as a board 0f county co .. issioners but •ay not receive 

compensation for more than 1 day's work for all services 

performed on the same calendar day.• 

Section a. Section 53-2-30~. MCAo Is aaended to read: 

•53-2-30~. Staff personnel of county departaent. (1) 

Each county board shall select and appoint fro• a list of 

qualified persons furnished by the depart.ant of social and 

rehabilitation services such staff personnel as are 

necessary. The staff personnel In each county shall consist 

of at least one qualified staff worker (or investigator) and 

such clerks and stenographers as may be decided necessary. 

If conditions warranto the county boardo with the approval 

of the department of social and rehabilitation services• •ay 

appoint some fully qualified person listed by the depart.ent 

as supervisor of Its staff personnel. The staff personnel of 

each county depart•ent are directly responsible to the 

county board, but the depart1umt of social and 

r~habilitation services •ay supervise such county employees 

-9-
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in respect to the efficient and proper perfor.ance of their 

duties. The county board of public welfare •ay not dis•iss 

any .ember of the staff personnel without the approval of 

the departaent of social and rehabilitation services, but 

the depart•ent •ay request the county board to dis•iss any 

•e11ber of the staff personnel for Inefficiency, 

incompetence, or sieilar cause. 

{2) Public assistance staff personnel attached to the 

county board shall be paid fro• state public assistance 

fund~ both their salaries and their travel expenses as 

provided for In 2-18-501 through 2-18-503 when away froe the 

county seat in the perfor-nce of their dutiesy-ln*~'"' 

eetHt~y--beet>d--ef'--l"ltl•+e- wet fate---~- pel mbttrse -~ 

eeper~liH!M-~!tee+eJ end reh"i J i ~et i en serYiee.-1'-.-e-m:y 

poep--f~~--tfte--ftt++--e•e.nt -ef--the- eeJerle• end ~ .. &¥e. 
e~enses-no~-re~~ .. ~-~ ~he -deper~eent -by-~~-.. ~e~ 

~everneen~---end---~t.e---~+--~~--ef--~--&&pe~~~' 

see+~.~ ... ~.,. ···~·~-&re-e+~~d-by--tfte!--deper~~ 

~o--~he--eott~y--fe,--~~-ee.+~t>e .. en--o+-ee~y-w_.fet>e 

pt>o~r~-eftd-ne~-re+wb~~~-~d&per~•en~ hy-~-fe6er~ 

~Yern~~·-Ynder-e~t>e~••~&nee!t-pl"8se~hy-~ft8-depet>~~ 

of-see~e•-end-..-heb+++~~v+ee!t•-the--re+-bttP!te .. nt -ey 

~he--ee~n~y--beepd--ef--~~--w .. 4ere-•ey-~-+e"-~hen-th@ 

eettn~y-shnPe-es-preser~bed-eeoye. All other ad~inistrative 

costs of the county depart•ent shall also be paid fro• 

-10- I
.; r:.. 
lv 1'/ 

-· .... ;J 



2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1028/01 

ee~~y-~eer state pybljc assistance funds. 

t~t--8~-er-~fere-~he-~~~ey-e~-~he--~n~~-+e++~n~ 

~fte--~~-~&r--wh+eh-~he-pey.e~s-~e-~-~b+~e-es~s~ence 

soe+~--eftd--refteb++~~~-.ePW+e~--~he++--~r~-~~he 

ee~~y-deper~•en~-o~-pab++e-we+~-e-e~+.-~or-~fte-r~qa~re~ 

re+•ba~~~sw---fhe---e~---~d---~8++---.eMe---s~eh 

re+tMM!r,__~s--w+ioft+ft-i!&-~~r-~e-~es_.,H+en-~he 

~-l!lftd--~tte--de!'ert:•elft -..--~+e+-eftd---ftett+++i:M+mt 

se-+e---sfte++-~ .. 1:-te44ft-e++-seeh rei •b--~s-~-+ts 

eeeean~ fer ed•ln+st:t~l•e eost:••• 

Section 9. Section 53-2-321. KtA• is a.anded to read: 

•53-2-321. County authorized to care for indigent and 

levy taxes therefor. The board of eounty c~issioners£ hes 

jer+~+et+en---end--!'ewer under such li•ltations and 

restrictions as are prescribed by lawa ~-~+a.--fer--the 

eere--eftd--.e+~nee--of--t:he-+nd+~~--s+ek•--~ee~--~ 

·~--..r-1 ded-•n ot:her ~--of-~---1:-it'tey--or--ttte 

otttent+se--de,e~--pocH"~--the--eetmty't J1U erect and 

aaintain hosp+~e+s-t:~or-or--o~w+~--p~+6e--fer--the 

so.e't--&nd--for-so+d a hgspital or nursing ha•e fgr the care 

and .ainteoance gf tbe Indigent sick. For these purposes te 

tb@y Ra¥ levy and collect dnnua11y a tax on property not 

exceeding ~~-+ti! 6 millso which levy shall be ~ade at the 

ti•e other tax levies are aade on property• as provided by 

-11-
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lawo or they •ay for• a pyblic hospital district as pr~ 

in Iitle 1. chapter 34.• 

Section 10. Section 53-2-606, MCAo is amended to read: 

•sJ-2-606. Right of appeal. (1) Jf an application for 

assi~tance under this title is not acted upon promptly or if 

a decision is made Nith which the applicant or recipient is 

not satisfied, he •ay appeal to the board of soci~l and 

rehabilitation appeals for a fair hearing by addressing a 

request for a hearing to the department. The board of social 

and rehabilitation appeals shall, upon receipt of a request 

for a hearinge give the applicant or recipient proMpt notice 

and opportunity for a fair hearing. A county welfare board 

which is involved in a grievance shall be represented at 

such a hearing. 

(2) The depart-ant aay upon its own motion review any 

decision of a county welfare board and may consider any 

application upon which a decision bas not been made by the 

county board within a reasonable time from the filing 

thereof. The depart•eot may have an additional investigation 

made and shall make a decision as to the granting of 

assistance and the a.aunt of assistance to be granted the 

applicant as in its opinion is justified and in conformity 

with the provisions of this title. 

(3) If the department reviews a county decision on its 

own motion. applicants or recipients affected by the 

-12-
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decisions of the depart~nt shall upon request be given 

reasonable notice and an opportunity for a fair 

th~ board of social and rehabilitation appeals. 

hearing by 

(4) All decisions of the departaent or the board of 

social and rehabilitation appeals are final and are binding 

ana shall be complied vith by the county departaent and the 

~gte department.~ 

Section 11. Section 53-Z-60Bo MCAo is a•ended to read: 

"53-2-608. Method of issuing assistance grants. (1) 

Checks in pay~ent of public assistancey-wi~~he-exeept+~ 

o+-qene~e~-~e~+e~y shall be Issued by the depart.ant of 

social and rehabilitation services upon approved 

certificates of avard and reports of changes of such 

eligible grantees as are forvarded by the county depart.ent 

to the state depart•ento and all such checks vill be aailed 

to the individual recipient or the appropriate vendor. Th~ 

checks in payment of public assistance shall be issued in 

the full approved a~ount for each eliqible approved granteeo 

and the original eonthly pay.ant shall be fro• the stat~ 

public assistance accounts. All public assistance checks 

shall represent cash on de~and at full par value to the 

r~cipient and vendor. 

(ZJ Whenever the departaent ('If social and 

rehabilitation seryices, acting pursuant to standards 

established by the department• determines that any otherwise 

-13-
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eligible recipient of old-aqe assistance. aid to the needy 

blind, or 

by reason 

aid to the peraanently and totally disabled haso 

of any physical or •ental condition, such 

indbllity to aanage funds that •~king payaents to hi• vould 

be contrary to his velfare. the departaent aay. under 

standards established under the state plano •ake the public 

assistance payaent on behalf of such recipient to another 

person found by the departaent to be Interested In or 

concerned vlth the. velfare of such needy individual. Before 

such payaents aay be paid to such other person, such person 

shall give a bondo vlth adequate corporate surety and in 

for• to be approved by the depart.entw running in favor of 

the needy Individual and the state of Montana. conditioned 

upon the faithful use by such other person of the funds for 

the velfare of the needy Individual. Such bond shall be in 

dO amount equal to si~ tiees the aaount of the aonthly 

payacnt involved.~ 

Section 12. Section 53-2-b10w MCA• is aeended to read: 

~sl-2-610. &e~oty--~---~~~---depe~~~ .s.uu. 
departaent to act as ageoc¥ jn assjstance tp ward Indjaps. 

t+t-9n-~-~~e-~he-~eth-&f-e8eh-~~--depe~ftt--~ 

~&e+e+-eftd-~eb+++tet+on-.e~•+ee.-•hB+~e'eft~-e-e+e+a-~er 

~e+•b~~~e.e~---~o---e&eh---eoHft~---d~~~---~-~ 

p~epert+onete-~he~e-&f--pHb++e--e~+st~e--~&n~ed--+n--~e 

e~nty-~o-~ee+p+ent,-d~~+ft~the-a&nth-end-~or-•ender-•e6+e&+ 
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pey~eft~s-eede-~-behe+f-~-reef~~s-+n-t~e-p~e•+oa~-eenthw 

~he--eeuftty--depert~--s~+-.e~e-the-re+~h~rseeent-te-the 

depe~t~~-see+e+-eftd-~eheb+++~on-serv+ee~--w+th+n--re 

de~-ttfter-the~~--h-presenteew 

trt--~he--eount+e~--~he+l--ftet-be-reqe+red-te-~e+eborse 

the-depert~ftt-ef-stte+e+-eftd-reheb+++tet~en-serv+ees-for-efty 

port+oft-ef-o+e-ege-~+stenee.-~e~t--e~s+~t~"e~--e+d--to 

nee4y- dependent-eh+•4ren.-e+d-~fteedy-b++nd?-or-e+d-to-the 

tete++y-d+seb+ee-pe~d-te-w&rd-fftd+efts-or-for-eny-pey.eftt--en 

&ehe+f---~---Ofty---~~--_.n---e--~t~e-e~reted--~+ee+ 

tl!stntlt:+- The f'ederal govern-nt eay rei•burse the state 

of' Montana +ft-beltMf-ef-~+e.-,.,.e•+dtl!g-~tmere+-re++ef-te 

werd--f'""'- a sue in 1 leu of taxes which the-eeant~ a 

~ would eo++eet boye collected pursuant tp [$ettjpn 5J 

if the lands of ~ ward Indians w!tbjp the cpunty were not 

in trust status. 

t!tt--tot-fh•e+p+-Ms--of--ptttt+~---+~e- whe beeMte 

-~-or-,eti ent:e ·i,-e--+1 eensed "••s+~-he---ot--hospfto+w 

f&St---he.e.--Ot>--,w+¥et:e-etMtr+tob+e-+rtst+ttlt:ien-she++-heve 

~eourtty sttere ef-H-e+e+--port:ff~l!ltfen--pa+e-~r~y 

froe--stote--feftds--for--i--yeer--fro.--t:he-er+~~·-dete-of 

etttM:Is~-or--tlte--&rf<tiftri--det:e--ef--stMe---re$+dofteyw 

wh~heYer--+s-eer+ierw-At-ttte-e..,+ret+en-of-s~eh-per+edw-the 

epprepr+ete-eeanty.-os-def+rted-by-ttte-fe++ow+rt~--qu+de+i~s• 

she+J--beeoee--fiftone+e++y--res~s+b+e-to-the-e~eftt-ef-~~~ 
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+~e~+y-r~ed-sftare-e~-pert+e+~+onw 

tbt--~he-ee~ftty-+ft-wftieh--ea..+~.ent--of--en--edu+t--+~ 

+ft+t+~ted----+s---eons~---tfte---eoun~y---o~---f+nene+e+ 

re5pftfts+b++~-e.eept:--~e--e~~--deeree--dee+eres---the 

re~+deney-to-ee-otherw+~ew-~ft9ft-en-ed~+t-+s-t:~ensf~~f~o~ 

o--fee+++t:y--or--~ftst~~on--~o-one-ef-the-eboye-en~mere~ed 

fee+•+t+esy--~e--ee~~y--wft+eh---+n+~+eted---the---er+g+ne+ 

eeea+t.e~---~s---eens+dered---~---eounty---o~---f+nene+e+ 

re5pons+b+++ty-e.e~-+ft~-eose-e~-en-ed~+t-tronsfe~--from 

an--~t-of-st~-iftstftut~OftY--~n--w~eh-eese-the-eeun~~-+n 

wftieft-~-fee+++ty-~-•eeeted-~s-eeft~+dered--~he--eoont~--of 

finene+e+-respeftsfb++ityw 

tet--~--e++--eeses--~e--o---+nor-p~t+eftt-or-we~d-+5 

+n•o~Yed• the eo~ty--~--ffft&fteie+--res~ns+b+++ty--+s--the 

eo~ty--+n--whieh--the--poreftt--er--~ue~d+en-res+dess-£f-the 

eu~t:edy-of-e-.+ner-+5--entrust~-te--e--ste~e--e~neyy--the 

e~ney--•ey--.ake--o--reesoneb+.--eee+e~et+on--of-the-eoun~y 

res~deftey-of~a-word-us+ng-opp++eeb+e-~ide++ne5-enumeret~ 

+n-~h~--seet+enw--•--person--who--reoettes--eejority--+n--en 

+nst+tut+en.-upen-re+eese-ond-res~e~on-te-eompeteneyr-~ey 

dete.-+fte-~--ewn--e~y--re~ideneyw---Sueh--~erson-~he++ 

eont+ftue-~-be-e--~+nene+e+--re'POft~b+++ty--of--~he--eounty 

wh+eh--+n+t+oted-the-e~+no+-e~~ft~-~er-+-yeer-~rom-the 

dete-ef-re+eese.-et-wh+eh-~~me-he-she++-beeeme--e--f+nene+e+ 

respens+b+++ty-ef-his-ftew-eeuftty-of-re5~eneeT" 
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Section 13. Section 53-3-103, HCA• i~ a.anded to read: 

"S3-3-103. ~edical aid and hospitalization for 

indi~2nt. (1) ~xcept as provided in other parts of this 

title •. ~edical aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents within the county unable to provide these 

necessities for themselves are the legal and financial duty 

and respon~ibility of the bee~--o+--eoun~y--e~ss+&n~rs 

J.e~tlAU!D!. and are payable fro• ~M-eoun1:y-'"'or-f'a!M ll.aU 

~~ assjstance ~· The board of county co••lssioners~ 

~US--as the ~y welfare bgards shall .ake provisions 

for competent and skilled .edical or surgical services as 

are approved by the depart•ent of health and environaental 

sciences or the state •edical association or, in the case of 

osteopathic practitioners. by the state osteopathic 

association or chiropractors by the state chiropractic 

association or optometrical services as approved by the 

Hont. dna opto.netric association or dental services as 

approved by the dental association. •Medical" or ••edicine• 

as us~d in this section refers to the healing art as 

pr~cticed by licensed practitioners. 

(2) The board• in arranqing for medical care for thos~ 

undble to provide it for tbe•selves. •ay have the care 

provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and 

~ay fix a rate of co•pensation for the furnishing of the 
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•edical attendance. 

(3) The depart.ant •ay pro.ulgate rules to deter•ine 

under what circu.stances persons In the county are unable to 

provide •edical aid and hospitalization for theaselveso 

including the power to define the ter• • .. dically needy•. 

Howevero the definition adY not allow pay.ent by a county 

for general assistance--•edical for persons whose inca.e 

exceeds 300% of the li•itation for obtaining regular county 

general relief assistance. 

(It} In any case where the ~~ state pays .edical 

expenses or hospitalization for an individual, the ~y-er 

state is subrogated to the clai•s of the physician or 

hospital to the extent of pay.ant. To the extent necessary 

for reimburse•ent of aedical benefits paid to or on behalf 

of an individual, the county or state Is subrogated to the 

riyhts of the individual to recover fro• a third party who 

may be liable to pay the .edical expenses. The provisions of 

53-2-612 which relate to aedical benefits provided under 

Titles XIX and XX of the Social Security Act apply to 

•edical benefits provided for in tnis section.• 

Section lit. Section 53-3-105• MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•53-3-10~. Burial of Indigent. The board of county 

co .. issioners shall .ake suitable arrangeeents to provide 

rGspectable burial for county residents and nonresidents 

~ithin the c~nty for who• the expenses are not otherwise 
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available. Ibe cgst of ou~ial ahall be paid by -Lhe 

~•ent frgw ~~bljc as~stancg ~· 

Section 15. Section 53-J-201. MCA. i~ d.ended to read: 

•53-3-201. Residency requirc~nts. (l) Any person 

otherwise qualified who •ake~ hi~ ho•c in Montana with the 

intent to beco•e a resident ~hall be eligible for general 

relief. 

(2) If a person Is absent fro. the state voluntarily• 

he I~ ineligible for general relief in Montana. 

(3) Aliens found to be illegally within the United 

States are not eligible for relief fro. state funds. 

(It) Nonresidents or interstate transients •ay receive 

te•porary relief fro. eoWft~ ~ate pybllc assistance funds 

in cases of extreae necessity and aestitution until they are 

returned at state expense to their state of residence or 

origin.• 

Section 16. Section 53-3-302• MCA• is amended to read: 

•53-3-3a2. Pay.ent by check or disbursing order. All 

general relief disburse•ents by eeuftty-6e~s~~~-o+-~+e 

we+~e~e ~ departaent shall be by warrant or check. 

Ho .. ever. if the 

rec I pleat is 

eottn~--eHet-e department finds that a 

in the habit of dissipating general relief 

allowances instead of using the• for the purposes intended 

or that for any other reason it is better for the recipient 

and his family to receive the allowance through disbursin1 
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orderso then disbursing orders shall be used instead of cash 

payments. All such disbursing orders nust be written in such 

forM that the goods and eerchandise to be provided may be 

furnished by any regular dealer in such goods and 

merchandise .. ithin the county of the rgcjpjent•s resjdencg.• 

Section 17. Section 53-3-306o MCA. is amended to read: 

•53-3-306. &oan~ ~liability for general reli~f. 

t+t Upon the filing of his application in the county of 

residence. a qualified app1icant•s general relief assistance 

shall be paid entirely fro• state fundss un~~t-h~-he~ 

~es+eed-~-+-eo~n~-yee~-Tn-Mon~ene.-~-wh+eh--~~~e--he 

sfte++--~.e--e--~+e+--~e~ens+b+~~y-o~-~he-eoun~y-~n 

w"+eh-he-~es+d~-e~~e.~+~+on-of-~he-+-yee~--pe~iedw--A 

pe~sen--wfto--+eeves--Heft~~--w+th--~he--in~en~-~e-~es+de-~n 

eno~he~-s~e~e-and-+~-~-~~ns--~o--res+d~--+n--"on~ene--+• 

eoft8+dered--e--new-~s+d~-fe~~he-pa~~eses-e~-~h+8-eh~pte~ 

~d-§3-~6+9~t-

trt--+~~ee+p+ent-.oves-~a.-h+s-o~+~+ne+--eeun~y--o+ 

residenee--~o-~es+ee-+n-ene~-e&a~yY-he-she++-een~+nae-~e 

be-e-~+nene+e+-~es~ons+b++~y--~--the--e~+~+ne+--eeun~y--o~ 

~es+denee--+or--t--yee~--+~o•--~--d~e--o+--h+s--e~nge-e~ 

~es+deneew-+f--dar+ng--th+s--+-yeer--~~+od--the--ind+v+daet 

res+des--in--seve~e+--eeunt+eso--he-s~t+-b~eeme-e-f+nene+et 

~~spens+b+++~y-e~-the-eeun~y-+n--wh+eh--he--~esides--st--t~e 

e~~+~~+en-~-~he-+-YP.&r-pe~+odw• 
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Section 16. Section 53-3-307, HCA• is amended to read: 

"53-3-307. County medical assistance net ~terstate 

1L~~ to be paid from state funds----e•ee~+on. t~t 

eeu~~y--Med~e+--ess+stenee--an6er--53-3-t&3--she++--n~-&e 

en~+~+ed-~e-be-pe+d-froe-stete-fUndsw 

t~t--Hedical expenses arising from accidental injury to 

interstatP transients shall be paid fro• county funds and 

r~imbursed by the state upon submission of a proper claim.• 

Section 19. Section 53-4-231• MCA• is aaended to read: 

"53-4-231. Eligibility. Ill Assistance shall be 

3ranted under this part to any dependent child• as defined 

in 53-4-201, who: 

C a) is in need of such assistance; ;uut 

(b) is residing in the state on the date the 

application is filed. 

(2) A relative whose needs are included in a grant 

~ust meet the sa•e residence require.ents as does the child 

concerned. 

t~t--A~y-dependen~-eh++d--&r--r~+et+ve--w+th--whoe-~he 

20 eft++e--+s--++v+n~--·eet+~-the--~e-re~+r~n~-s~++-&e 

21 ~n~+t+ed-te-the-ess+stenee--here+n--prev+ded--+er.--eut--~~ 

2l s~ete-she++-pey-~he-+u++-~~-84-sueft-e,s+stenee-e~~+ye 

23 &+--the--federe+-shere-Hn+ess-end~++-the-eh++d-eftdfor-the 

24 re+e~+ve-w+~h-whOM-the-eh++e-+s-++v+n~he~-b~n--e--resfdent 

25 e+-the-eeunty-+er-e-per+ed-~-t-year.• 
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Section 20. Section 53-4-241, MCAo is a .. nded to read: 

•53-4-247• ~eeftty ~liability when recipient •oves 

to anothPr county. A recipient of aid to dependent children 

who .aves to another county in the state shall continue to 

receive assistance with the approval of the depart.ent. ~he 

eeun~y-fre•-wh+eft-he-hes--~ed--sfte+t--be--e~rged--~y--the 

tteperi:-n~--+er--stteft--e-nt, -~~-ess+~ettee-f'er-e 

p<'!r+ed-ef -~-yee,..,.-~tfter wh le" t~1:he-eetttfty--t>o- -wMeh--he 

hes--.-~--she+t-.-be--e"••tJtld ~Herw-~tMI deHr~-w~H 

detere+ne-the-d~e-ef-i:Peftsfer•-~he--~--fra.--w"+eh--e 

ree+p+eftt--.eYes--stte++-netify tfte-4e~.efti:-eftd-ehe-eeHni:y 

i:e-Wit+eh-i:he-ree~+eftt •eYesw• 

Section 21. Saving clause. This act does not affect 

rights and duties that •aturedo penalties that were 

incurred, or proceedings that were begun before the 

effective date of this act. 

Section 22. Repealer. Sections 53-2-322, 53-Z-323, 

53-3-104o 53-3-30~. and 53-3-305, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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