
February 13, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

March 7, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 13, 1979 

Harch 14, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 17, 1979 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 782 

INTRODUCED BY MENAHAN 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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!NTROOIJCED BY ftt~. ( 131 ?..t"' 4r- f-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE ANNUAL 

REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES AND ASSESSING A REGISTRATION 

FEci REVISING THt TITLE REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOWMDbllE\; 

REVISING THE REGISTRATiON REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOWMOBil~ 

DEALERS; GENERALLY REVISING FEES AND THEIR AllOCATION; 

l'll:OVlDING A REGISTRATION EXCEPT ION FOR NOHRFSIOENi 

~NUWMQ~ILE RACE~S; ELIMINATl~G THE DISCRETION Of' THf 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME OVER DECIBEl STANDARDS; AND 

A>IENDI NG SEC.l IONS. 23-2-6011 B-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-bl'o, 

23-2-616• 23-2-618o 23-2-6l9o AHO 23-2-63~, HCA.• 

BE 11 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-60lo HC.Ao Is a.ended t~ re3d: 

•z3-2-601o Definition of teo~s. As used in this part. 

the following tero1s shall have the -anings indi C:dted 

herein, unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another meaning Is intended: 

lll~~tlii~ of owoersblg" aean~-~ne__uu~u.~ut 

~sued by the divjsjoo of egtgr xehicles as ~~-La~i~ 

~:.YU!im~ owners~ 

lli-~!&r..ti fi cate of [egistratjoo~__Aj!~__tb!::_olillcr:•_s 

~til.L~~ pax.eot--il.L taxes. !ii:~_fees. and 
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registration fees for a giYftD registration xear. 

t+tLll •dbA• eeans sound pressure level •easured on 

the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

ftti1l •Departeent• -ans the depart•ent of fish and 

gaee of the state of Montana. 

t~~ •New snoweobile• aeans any snow~obile that ha~ 

not been previously solu to an owner, as defined in 

subsection 1 '> I• 

- t~LAl •Operator• includes every person who operates 

or is In actual physical control of the operation of a 

snow..,bi 1 e. 

t§tlll •owoPr• i ncl ud<>s every person as defined 

hereino other than a lien holu~r or other person having a 

security interest only, holding a certificate of ownership 

to a snow•obile and entitled to the use or possession 

thereof. 

toti41 •Per~on• includes an individual, partnership• 

association, corporation, ano any other body or group of 

personso whether i ncor por ate J or not and regardless of the 

degree of for~al or9anization. 

t~tl2l ·~oadway• inclucte~ only those portions of any 

hi-,jhwayo road, or str<:><'t im:•roYGd, designed, or ordinarily 

used for travel o~ parking of motor vehicles. 

f8t1~1 "S.now~oJile- inclu~j~s any sel f-propell P.d 

vehicle of an overall width of ~B inches or less, excluding 

-2- k._J ;"_....~ _, 
; t l_e-: 

'i~ ... ~"; 
. ,...J.~ 
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accessories, designed pri•arily for travel on snow or iceo 

which •ay be steered by skis or runners anrt which is not 

other.,.i s.e regi sterud or licensed under the 1 '-'""5 of tl"' stdte 

of Montana. • 

Section 2. Section l3-2-611o -~CA. is "lll<>nc!ed to redd: 

•23-Z-611. Certificate of ownership. 11) No sno~•obile 

Gdy be operated upon any public lands. tr,ils. ,,,,., .. ,.ntso 

1 akeso ri verso strear.;, road .. ays or shoulders of roa c.!~ays, 

streetso or highways. unless a certificate of ownership has 

flr>t been obtained fro• the division of .ator v~hicl?s in 

accordance with the laws of this stat~. 

(2) Se~e--~eeh--e~f•~-•ey-be-8b+e~fte~.-~he Ib8 

owner of a snow•obile shall make application for a 

certifIcate of ownership with the county treas•H.,r of the 

county in ~ich the ovner resides, upon foras to be 

furnisheri for this purposea wh+eh me_~ shdll r~quire 

the following infor•ation: 

(a) na•e of LbM owner; 

(b) residence of tbe oMDer by town and county; 

(c) bus.lnes.s or ho.a •all add~ess. Q{_the owneri 

(d) na.e and address. of 4QX lien holder; 

(e) a.aunt due under 4DX contract or lien; 

(f) name Sftd-eddre~~ of the ~anufacture~; 

{g) aodel number or na~~• 

(h) ~er+e+ Lgeotjfjcatjpo number; and 

-3-
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(i) naae and address of tba dealer or other p~rs.on 

fro• who~ acquired• 

(3) The application shall be signed by at le~st one 

own<:r or by " properly authorized officer or representative 

of tne oNner. 

{'t) If a certificate of 0~1ership for-a-~ncw•&b~•e has. 

pfevinus.l y been i ssue<l under the provisions of this part. 

the application for a new certificate •ust be acco11panied by 

the iMmediately previous certificate ~-by-en-eff~&eY~t-upon 

e-~e1er~bed-fcr•-~~+ng-ttftder-oet"-thet--the--yeh~e+e--hed 

net-been-~ereted-d~+n~tfte-+aaed~ote+y-pre•+oHs-yeor. This 

subsection does not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased 

dS n~w and unused machines or that were operated when the 

provisions. of this part ..,re not In force and effect. 

(5) Upon co•pletion of the application ~n 

~u+ntapf~eete on for•s furnis.hed by the division of motor 

<Jf'hicleso the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant 

two copies of the application, one of which shall be mark J 

"file copy,...--ondw The treasurer~ forward one copy and 

th~ original application to the div!slono which shall eeuse 

to--ee--eft~ered ~ the information contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of it~ office. 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownership 

which 5hal1 contain the tllgl; inform3tion +ottnd--o" in th~ 

application i:.QQU.d!!L.ad neces::;; ijr_x____tt.x_ the d i vlllnn c-n'1 a 

-It-
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per11anent owner~'"P nu.,ber. The certificate of ownership is 

not ~~qH~r~~ to be renewed annually and is V31id as long a~ 

the per~on holdino it owns the snow•obile. 

(6) The owner shall at all tl~es retain pos~ession of 

the certificate of ownership, except when ~fte-~e.e Lt is 

beinq transomitted to and fro., the Jivision for endorse111ent 

cr cancellation. ih~-owner-of-o-~now•eb~+e-~he++-e+~p+ey-his 

ee~tif+eet~-of-ownef~ft+p-n~~er-on-~otft-s+ees-~-~~-eew+fn~ 

~--~he--snew•&h++~-ene-she++-•ofnte+n-~he-e~~er-~-+eqY~+~ 

eeneft+on-ot-e++-~+Mes•-~fte-nu•~r-she++-ree~-fre•--+eft--te 

rf~ht--end-&e-•erkee-+n-A~o~e-~eere+s•-fn-~+eek-~eeter~ 

et-~ooe-p~epo~•+on .. -Ofte-shet+-~e-8-.+n+.u•-ef--~--+nehes--+n 

Rf"f<l~~~ .. ---ewe-+tt<lfnq---eet"<l~--or---tr+.,.---ontl--of--e-ee+er-the~ 

e~ntrests-w+th-the-ee+or-ef-the-~eekqre~<l• 

(I) Upon application for a certificate of ownershi~, a 

froe of ~3 shall be paid to the county treasourer, one-he++ lZ 

of which fee shall be forwarded ~v the county treasurer tv 

t~e divis•on of •otor vehicles and deposited jn thg MOtQr 

~Ui~~QLdlo~ account of the earearked reve~nd· 

t£t--H~fer~--e--to~-pefd--6eee+--aey--be--o~liee---+or 

p~~s~eet--te--the-+ews-of-th+s-stet~-the-owne~-.a~t-pr~~ent 

the--ee~t+f~eete--ef--ownersft+~---e~---~---of---e~+et~e 

e~p+ieet+Oft--the~e~--05--o--p~e~eqH+si~e-to-eoRp+etfng-thP 

~p~+~ee~+on-fot"-the-tex-pe+e-dee~+•~ 

Section 3. Section 23-2-612• MCA 9 is aeendad to read: 

-s-
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Except as 

of dny 

certificate of ownership to a snow~obi1e registered as 

required under the provisions of this part• the person whose 

title or Interest is to be transferred shall ~rite his 

signature with pen and Ink upon the certificate of ownership 

issued tor the snow.obilc in the appropriate space provided 

upon the reverse side of the certificate. and such signature 

shall be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter, the transferee 

shall f~~ aaka_-AQQlitALLon for transfer of the 

certificate of ownership so endor-sect.--t~M-r-w+tf'l-ttte 

~~rrat~-~~~--eftd@r--t~s--perty ¥itb the county 

treasurer gf tbe cguoty jn ~bl'h the ttan$feree re$1des and 

also •ate agpljcatign_faL_LegL~tigo__of tbe $ngwpgbjJe. 

The county treasureL--Abilll fJu:.lfMd t.he appl jca1;igo to the 

division of .ator vehicles. which shall file the saee upon 

receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership •ay be Issued 

by the division until the outstanding certificates dee 

surrendered to that office or their loss established to its 

reasonable satisofaction• Th~ e•¥~sfen ~t¥ treas~ shall 

collect a fee of S3 for each application for transfer of 

ownership, of which i2 ~lL.WLunwarded to t.be diVi$iDD Q1 

motor y~bjclgs__fQ[ __ ~pu~it-in_t~-·a1ar yebjc]e re,ardjag 

a'coyot of t.ng_earaarke.~Lu.:lumu:e_furul. 

-6-
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{3) A purchaser of a new or used sno~•oblle fro• a 

licensed snowllobile dealer has a grace p"riod ,,, £0 c.ol<·ndar 

Jc~ys fro• the d-'tte of purchase to t:!eWt~tr _tiJ•!_.~:J!l!l'liQuile... 

::.ake application for a certificate of own•'rshir,s. .;nd t:o 

obtain a tax-paid decal. It: Is not a viol ,tion of this part 

or any other law for the purchaser to op"rate ~oetl a £Wiill.¥ 

ot.ll.UlLllil sno-obile without a certificate of ,.;n .. •r;hip~ 

cl!rt.ilicate of reg!st.r4liwb, and a tax-p<Jid dec:Jl .turing the 

11-day period. Ouring this period the sticker, prcvidud for 

in subsection {~)• shall reaain affixed to the <>n '""'obde. 

(~I Prior to the delivery of the ~nowmobile to the 

•"'rch.;;ser, the dealer shall issue and c~ffix to the 

·.no .... nob i 1 e a st lcker (In a for• to b" prescribed hy the 

division of .ator vehicles)• The sticker shall cont,in the 

na1ae and address of t:he purchaser. the date of sale, the 

naae and address of the dealer, and a description of the 

sno~aobile, Including its serial number. The dealer shall 

keep a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a 

copy of the sticker to the division. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of thi~ section~ 

~~+rift~--.--~rafts~ee--~o--~6--t~--ee~~?ff~P~-o~ 

ownersh+p ef~er-eftdors~-~t~Yi~~ do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a snowaobile to a duly lic~nsed 

snowmobile dealer Intending to resell the snow~obile and who 

operates it only for de•onstration purposeso but every 5uch 

-7-
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dealer, upon transferring such interest• shall deliver t.h" 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

prov!sion5 of 

certificdte of 

tt••s part. The division, upon receipt of the 

ownership and application for a new 

certificate. together ~ith the conditional sales contract or 

otner 1 i <3no if any. sha 11 issue a ne>1 cert if i CC!te of 

ownership together with a stateMent of any conditional sales 

contract, •ort:gageo or other 1 ien.• 

Section ~. Section 23-2-613, Mt:A, is amended to read: 

•z3-2-613. lost or ~utilated certificates. tn--th~ 

ev~ lL any certificate of ownership is losto •utilatedo or 

becoees illegible, the person to whom ~-~eme Lt was issued 

shall i .. edlately aake application for and •ey obtain a 

duplicate thereofr upon payment of a fee of +t !Z•• 

Section 5. Section 23-2-616, MeA, is amended to read: 

•zl-2-616~ B+~+ey-ef ~~ation a~ tax-paid decal~ 

application and issuance -- use of fees. (l) o 

snowmobile say be operated by any person in the state of 

Kontana unless ~b~~~~~aa there is displayed 

in ~ conspicuous place on it a decal as visual proof that 

Mont'>na personal prop<'rty t~xes have been ;:>did on it for th.e 

current year. 

(21 Application for t"~--t~~-p~+d-deeet re~jstratLan 

shall be ~ade to the county treasurer upon forms tr be 

-8-
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furnish~d ~-_i~~~jsjoo of_ pgtor ~b~ for this 

purpose, which may be obtained fr~-the--~v+s+c~-e+--mot~ 

""'h+-e~~s--<>,. •t the county csses-r•s ~IlL~ off i c., in 

the county where the owner resides• The application shall 

cont.aio the fo11owinq information: 

(a) name ~IllL.a~ll of .trul owner; 

ttot--eddi'es~ 

te1Lnl certificate of ownership nu•ber; 

tdtikl fte~ make of ~f~erer ~oow•objle; 

tet~ model n~er name of the ~ohLle; 

tft---melte~ 

t~t--her~epewer~ 

t"t~ year of manufacture• 

t+tl t1 jj statement evidencing Lb§ assessment and 

payment of property tax; and 

tjt~ such other inforeation as the division of •otor 

vehicles may require. 

(3} ~he-app++eat+Oft-sfto++--be--sfgned--by--the--ecaftty 

t~ees~r..,r--cnd--trCfts.+ttee--~~to-the-df~sfoft-of-.ator 

ve.,+e+es-eee~enfed-by-e-f---of-*1!• lDJL__~;.U~.lt.l.Qo __ ~l 

~-mmpanjed ..J;u! a decal fee of ILr iLL~llll~ELfti_gf 

2Q___u,:~~ if the snowaobile _h,u.__SlDI.\!illiU.U-.JIJten 

ll\U.UUiULL.. by the reg i stra.t.ism..-'-U.1.~1.e._!QL..t.ll!Lmoil 

u>..eill.~l:-in _w_W.~ :Ul~Dml mob i l o w a_:o__li!.U.S.tl' .:i!.i1a__lhil 

~surer shd!l sign the_ aonl ir._atilm____god__~__g 

-9-
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re~istratlon receipt which shall contajo _ _in!~~ 

~red necessary by the djyjsioo of pgtgr ye~_and_jj 

l.U.t.ing__2f_~....J1Wl_t.aJI.e.L._ih1Lle- lbe mooer shdl ret 3 in 

oo.s.sessioo_ of _t.IMI _reolst.rat.lon __ ra:caiD1: .uou 1 tt. _u 

~crendered ~be county treasucar fpc rerepjstratlon_ac_tQ 

;s___pw:chas,ec or ~'lSitilt owner 0 ursu.all.1.JJl_a_kans.Ut:_gf 

ownershl ile 

1~--Y~~-reee+pt-o~-~he-app++est+en-+ft-eppravad--~crM~ 

the--d+v+s+on--of--.ator--Y&ft+e+es--ar--e~ty-~aes~er ~ 

~.suwu_t.u:.,:;urur sba t1 fgrward the s I fJOed ap~ati.suLt.ILUle 

~ion of -otor vehicles and shall issue to the applic3nt 

a decal in the sty1~ and design prescribed by the division 

and of a different color than the preceding year. numbered 

in sequence-. 

t~ti2! Before filing the application with the county 

tr.,asurer. the applicant shall sub•it It to the county 

assessor of the county gf resjdepce and the county assessLr 

sh«ll enter on the application in a place provided for that 

purpose the aarkct value and ta~able value of the snowMobile 

for th<' year for which the application is 11\dde. lh~---'-t>Wl:l¥ 

t.Li;l.l~l.l(J.:L.Jl~Ol2.t.....Jl~ any appl jcatiO!Lurule:L_tbis_J!.:"-t.tilo 

uo.t.ll the appt jc.aot ba:; paid the decaL4IUL~rat.iccn_~.s_ 

aDQ __ p~Qnal_property taxes ass.esse:d ~t_tbe_~n~le 

for the~teat~~L• 

t~t--f~-epp+feftft~-s~e++-pey-th~-eoan~y--trees~rer--the 

-10- ; j ~ 
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~et~fee--end--t~--p~4-property~~see~~ 

~~~-snewecb+t@··f~--~ft@--ewr~~--yee~-ee+ere--tft@ 

~~++ee~+en-~ay-be-~eeep~~~-&y-t~~·•~y-t~•~~r. 

(b) A11 .,.,.,...,~ .:!.>.0.,<¥ cvllocte-d fro• pdy.oent or th·· 

~fee~ anJ all int~<~St Jccruing froa use ot e~ 

8efte'TS ~L-Ill.l.DiU! st,.•l1 bv tar-d-eve1' [~"'"'Jl to the 

stat~ tre-asur~r dna ~ldc-d in the ~Jr•drk~d revenue fun~ to 

the credit uf the ·h·,.><•f caentt with Sl Jl!si JOJted for us"' in 

en fore lng th•' pur,:>ose•> of tni s p3rt and U desiglldt•Hi for 

u~e in the f1ev~lu~m;,_~nt"' \3dint~n.J:rtce,. and o~r1tion ot 

Lba_.UQ.LUUUlga_ Ll.IL.~O.•U--Ilil--~.OUUI!IIfL to the ..:..tat§ 

treasurer_2ruL_~f>..ih.d. J. !L _tlhL...JII:ltllLJ!.&billL~t.d.i!ul 

account of t.ne a.iUl•iL ll.!ii:.il. L ii~LhtWi& • 

Section b. Section 23-L-616• HCA, is aaended to r~Jd: 

•23-2-ols. Applic~ticn 12£~Jl£atlgn ~tax-paid 

Jl~ to be •coae .:;nnually grace ~+e.f--Jtr&$f--o4' 

~~· werjoJl$• (1) Application must b~ aaoe to the county 

treasurer ror re.gi 5trat.lo:• -IUHl the issuance of tax·-pai d 

decals annu~lly. All ~gjstratjqn._~ tax-paid decals 

expire on Juoh" 30 of 2dC n year • .__aoli eppl jc,U.Ill!J _f.QL 

cegjstratioo wust u~ ~~-D~•ter than Aygu~ 15 af ~~ 

year. Tile renewal tat~~LIXL...!u.!L.L!tt <>actl ytN[a Ibe 

certifjcate of ceg!strat!gg agd t4K-paid dgcal js5yed YO~£ 

this part are yaljd un~YL~toe re~jstretign ~-LQL 
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wbicb iuyed. 

12) An--ew~--e+--e--nev+y~~ehe~e~-Sftow•~++e-she~+ 

h~ve-~-~&e~r~-ef--~9-ee+~~-eeys--+rom--the--date--e+ 

~hese--to--ae~~-e~eee+en-fer-e-ea~~e"e-te•-pe+d-deee+Y 

p~ev~d-thee-e~~+~+ees-~~het-per+oe-e-e++~-e+-~e~e 

or-etfter-~08+-~~rehese ree+t+n~-the--dete--e+--~rehese 

sft&++--be-eerr+ee-ey~e-o~roter-&r-w+th-the-~"a.~e++e•-•" 

owft&~-er-epereter e+-~a-Sftewao~ile-be+ft~-e~e~eee~--e+t.r 

~~-~8-dey--~~ee&--peP+&d--w+~~~-e-e.rre"e-te~-~e+d-deee+ 

~~p+eyee--on--~he--~owaeh++e--she++--be--~Hbjeet--te---~h~ 

~+~s--o4'--11!;t-~-Mi!~-r--es e•e"dedw l.WL_~_Q£__g 

snpwpoblle regjstec@d under this part is entjtled_to operate 

the yehicle between Jyly 1 and Aygust lS .uithout Ql~iug 

a tax-pajd decal fgr the current ~ad wjtboyt a c~ut 

cegistration if the owner djsplays the tax=pajd decal for 

tbe prgyious year and If the yeblcle was rcgiste;ed for the 

Q!.U i pus lfeac.. • 

Section 1. Section 23-2-619, MCAo is amended to re "d: 

•23-l-619. Deater registration certificate use of 

fees. (1) A dealer registration ce~tificate shall be issued 

ir~ accor-dance with this part. 

121 !~~alec appljcatjoo shall Ue_a~~-u~an 

applicatjgo fee pf S!i an<! a rewistqtjun fee of J.2... Upon 

r-e<eipt of~ dealer application 3od payment of fees, whf~M 

..,...H-·I'J..-$~ i.he dealer shall be issued two dealer sno,.,,-." i 1 e 

-12-
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identification ~<~ds which shall be carried by ibe dealer or 

~ dealer•s custo•er when operating or deaonstrating ~ 

d~..-1ler•s snowmobiles. 

(3) No bond is required of the dealer. 

Li!__Ibe dealer shall baye a p~al place gf 

!u.tllw:~~__}jj)UJL_lli:_~LAa.i.Dtajo all hi:; tw.:oi~.ll-L~ 

.aru;Lsli splay and se I I cerchandj liifl• 

Li1_ An applicant for ~eoewal of ~ngwmo~jle deale~ 

~ll.iJ.t.i.Qn_ sba I l r: e r t i 4.-Jhat he bas ~ouL__J_QL.•o.u: 

~~mobiles gurjog the preceding ¥ear gr pay _an_ additigna! 

12Q_ renewal regjstratjgo fee or proyjde a cgpy of a written 

~no11mobile _traochjse~ sales agree.JifmL.~ ___ J.bil 

~got has 11jtb a aaoufacturero japorteL~-2L-~rjbutora 

t+tL2l Additional dealer snowaobi!e identification 

car~s ~~gyired by nead justified to the division gt egtgr 

~bi~~ ~ay be purchased by the dealer for a fee of sz. 

t~tLll A--dee+e~ JltiJ.u registration eert;i-~~He 

~jfjcates and identification cards expir~ on June 30 

follo11ing the date of issuance. 

t6t .llil L}L.All •oney collected fro"' ~"ct' t.hJ:: .. _QililleL 

~jcatjon fees and all interest accruing fro~ use of this 

money shall be deposited in the earma~ked revenue fund to 

th~ credit of the department• with one-half designated for 

use in ~nforcing the purposes of this part and one-half 

design~ted for use in the development. aaintenanceo and 

-13-
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1 operation of snow•oblle facilities. 

2 lb) All ppney collected froa dealer registration apd 

3 Lene~ regjstratjgn__fees shall be deposited in the~ 

It yehi,)e recgrdlng accgyot gf the earaarked revenue fupd.• 

5 Section e. Section 23-Z-6llto MCAo is a.ended to read: 

b •z3-Z-b11to Exeaptlons. (11 The provision~ of this 

7 part, with respect to registration• tax-paid ~~_aug 

8 certification of ownership, do not apply to snovsooiles 

9 owned or used by the United States or another state or any 

10 agency or political subdivision thereof, any snowwobile 

ll registered in a country other than the United States and to 

12 be te•porarily used within this state for a perio~ of not 

11 •or-· tt-.<m 30 dayso or to any snovaobile regi $t.ered in 

14 anot '"" state of the UnIted States but. to be te111porar i 1 y 

15 used within this state for not. 1110re than 30 days. 

lb Snow~obiles owned by the state of "ontana or any agency or 

11 political subdivision thereof are exeept only from the 

lB p-t'fR<>nt of fees and shall otherwi sa coapl y 111! th all the 

19 requira~ents of this part. 

zn C2) The provisions of this part with resp~ct to 

Zl r<'qistration.L- tax-pajd decals., and certificdtion of 

22 own<>rship do not apply to unr-egistered snow1110bile,; o111ned by 

23 nonresidents of the state of Montana who ejt~ 

z .. 1~ ~~~~~fty~n~ ~!splay visual proof that a nonresident 

25 te~porary-use permit has been purchasedw~ 

-14-
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lbl yse the ~~ile_aoly jn races ~for opt •orB 

than 30 days _in.__t,be __ H<Jt.la--~~L-tlJL_gCllllliLJUI 

~jtjoo pn ll-llLe.th:.1er:ei~ cgyrse th;~t_ll._run according 

to accepted ryJ~s.• 

Section 9. Section 23-2-634• MCAo is a.anded to read: 

•23-2-634. Regulation of snow•ooile noise. (1} Except 

as provided in this section, every snow•obile shall be 

equipped at all tiaes with noise-suppression devices, 

;,,cludin9 an exhauo;t •uffler in qood working order and In 

con.\tant operation. No snow•oblle •ay be 110difled by any 

person in any •dnner that will a~lify or otherwise increase 

total noise .. issions to a level greater than that e•itted 

by the sno~obile as originally constructed• regardless of 

date of •anufactura. 

(2} Every ptirson who owns or operates a snow•obile 

aanufacturad after June 30• 1972, but prior to June 30, 

1975, shall .aintain his •achine in such a aanner that it 

will not exceed a sound level li•ltation of 92 dbA .easured 

at so f-t. 

Cl) No new snow110bile •anufactured after June 30o 

1975, except soow•obiles designated for co•petition purposes 

only, •ar be sold or offered for sale unless that machine 

has been certified by the •anufacturer as being able to 

confor• to a sound level li•itation of not ~ore thdn 78 dbA 

measured at 50 feet. Every person Mho owns or operates a 
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snoM.oblle •anufactured after June 30• 1975, shall .aintain 

his ~chine in such a •anner that it Mill not exceed a sound 

level li•itation of JB dbA measured at 50 feet. 

t">t--f~~-depe~~~ft~-•ey-edop~-end--reYf~e--~ou"d--t~y~t 

~•-+~~fOft~--•or-o++-~now•obil~eeeu•eettt~~d-of~e~-dane-39~ 

~9i~•-HoweYePT-o-~oa~+ewe+-++.+tot+o~o~od--o~--~evt~~d 

by--t~e-6epo~~~-•&y-n~-be-hf~-tft8ft-e-d~+~+-ste~erd 

of-~9-dbA-.eesa~-et-SB_.eet.-~he-odopt+on-or--rev+s+on--of 

~e--+eve+_..~~+on-by-the-d~~taent-~he+t-be-ef~eet+v~ 

be~nn+n~-dane-39-of-the-~aee~ng-ee+eftdor--yeer--end--eny 

•oaftd--+..e+--++.+~n--+orMe++y--~ed-o~-~evt~ed-sne++ 

rewe+n-+n-e~~-for-e-.+n~-p~+od--of--~--yee~s.--Every 

~Gn--•ho-ewn~-or-op~ot~-e-snowaob+te-monufoeta~~d-ef~e~ 

6efte-3ey-+9~S.-~~+-.-+nte+n-~-seeft+ne-+n-eo•p+fe~e-w+th 

~-~and le~--++w+tet+on--wft+eh--+s--eppt+eebte--~o--new 

•no..e~ile,--.anafe~~ed--~n~-~he--per+ed--tnet-e-soand 

+e.e+ ti•itetion ~ee-ey-~~pe~t•~-+~-+n-~fee~• 

t-StLU A •anu-tacturer who certifies that " r.ew 

snoweobile can comply with the noise li•itation require•ents 

of this part shall affix a per•anent notice of that 

certification to every snowmobile offered for sale in the 

state of Montana. 

f&tLil In certifying that a new snowmobile can comply 

with the noise li•itation requireMents of this parto a 

11anufacturer shall •ake such a certification baser ';JOn 

-lb-
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measurements made in accordance with S.t.E reco•,.,ended 

2 prdctice Jl92, as amended. The departaent• in enforcing the 

3 provisions of this section, shall aake aeasu~eMents of 

4 snowmobile noise in accordance with applicable practices 

outlinej in the •Procedure for Sound level ~easureaents of 

6 Snowmobiles• (January, 1969), as anendedo used by the 

1 international snowaoblle industry association or with such 

8 other standards for seasureaent of sound level as the 

9 department may adopt. 

10 t~t~ This section does not apply to organized races 

11 or similar cospetitive events held on: 

12 (a) private landso with the per•lssion of the owner, 

13 lesseeo or custodian of the land; or 

14 (b) public lands, with the consent of the public 

15 agency having the authority to grant such consento provided 

16 th~t total sound produced by such an event May not exceed 50 

17 dbA at any point 50 feet or mere utside the area under the 

18 control of the sponsoring entity.• 

-End-

-17-
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INTRODUCED BY Jt1£ J BILL flOe jU 

r"t e .13 ~ ,( ~·r"--=t-
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REOUIRE THE ANNUAL 

REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES AND ASSESSING A REGISTRATION 

FEE; REVISING THE TITLE REOUIREMENTS FOR SNOWMOBILES; 

REVISING THE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOWMOBILE 

DEALERS; GENERALLY REVISING FEES AND THEIR ALLOCATION; 

PROVIDING A REGISTRATTOII EXCEPTION FOit NONRESIDENT 

SNOWMOBILE RACERSi ELIMINATING THE DISCRETION Of THE 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND G""E OV£R DECIBEL STANDARDS; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-6019 ~2-611 THROUGH Z3'-2-61"-9 

23-2-616o 23-2-618• 23-2-6199 AMO 23-2-634o "'A.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOffTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-601o MCAo Is aaended to readl 

•23-2-601. Definition of ter•s• As used In this parte 

the following ter•s shell have the -anings Indicated 

hereino unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another meaning is Intended: 

(1) •certificate of owoer&bjp• aeans the d9cueeot 

issued bv the dlylslon of eptgr yebi,laa •i priea faGie 

eyldeoce or ownership. 

LZl__!CertjfiGate of regl&tr•tlon• -aans the gwner•s 

receipt eyldencing par,.nt of ta¥e$• deGal f•••• and 
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reglstratlqn fee& for a glyen regi•tratipo year. 

~l.ll •dba• •-s s-d pressure 1-el ... sured on 

the •A• weight scale In decibels. 

t~.ul •o.part-nt• •ans the depart .. nt of fish and 

911- of the state of Montana. 

t3-tJ.ll •New snoonaoblle• .. aos any snoweoblle that has 

not ba~n previously sold to an ovnert as defined in 

!Oubsectlon (51• 

t4flAl WOpe~at.or• Includes every person Who operates 

or is In actual physical control of the operation of a 

s~blle. 

t*t.LZl OOO!mer• lncluctes every person as defined 

hereino other than a 1 ien bolder or other person having a 

security interest onlyo holding a certificate of ownership 

to a sn0W90blle and entitled to the use or possession 

thereof. 

t6t!A! •Person• Includes an Individual, partnership• 

association, corporation• end any other body or group of 

personso whether incorporated or not and regardless of the 

degree of for•al organization• 

t~~ •Roadway• includes only those portions of any 

highway, roadt or street leproved, designed, or ordinarily 

used for travel or parking of •otor vehicles. 

t8t!lQl •snow•oblle• Include$ any self-propelled 

vehicle of an overall width of 'o8 inches or less. excluding 

-2- 1--J E 7 1' 2... 
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accessories. designed priaarlly for travel on snow or ice. 

which aay be steered by !akis or runners and which h not 

otherwise registered or licensed und~r Lh~ :~ws of th~ state 

of Montana.• 

Section z. Section 23-2-611• "CAt Is ~.-nded to readz 

•zl-Z-611. Certificate of owner~hip. tl) No snow.abile 

•ay be operated upon any public 1.""1~, tr-oi 1 s, eas<>•ents• 

lakes. rivers. strea.st roadways or ~houldurs of roadways. 

streets• or highways• unless a certificate of ownership has 

flr•t been ~alned free the division of eotor vehicles In 

accor•tanc• with the laws of this state. 

(&':) Befere •-" ~fh~~-...,-tte-e~e+-d7-1M lba 

owner of a snoweoblle shall aake application for a 

certificate 

county In 

of ownership with t-e county treasurer of the 

Which the owner resides, upon foras to be 

furnished for this purpose~ w~teh lb§_fuLaS shall require 

the following lnforaation: 

(a) - of s.ba -~~ 

(b) residence of t.he ower by town and county; 

(c) business or hoae aall address of the owner; 

(d) naae and address of 40¥ lien holder; 

(e) a~t due under iUU! contract or lien; 

(f) nE .. ~~•• of tbs manufacturer; 

(g) aodel nuaber or naae; 

(hJ ~ ldwt1;,ifle,;Uiqn nu•ben and 

-3-
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(it n-..ndaddressof~ dealer or otncr I'"<'-'"' 

froM who• acquired. 

iJ~ The ap~1ication shall be sign~d by at lea~t one 

owner or by a proper1y authorized officer or representative 

of the owner. 

(41 If a certificate of ownership fer-e-~now.eb++e has 

pr~viously be~n issued under the provisions of this part. 

the .~ppllcatlon for a new certificate -st be accoapanied by 

the i~aediately previous certificate ~en-e~+t-opon 

e-1"' eeft' I !tell fer• ebt:l ng 11nlfer eeti'l 1:ttet~tle--vett+eH--fted 

~-.,._-epe•et:ed d~~~et:riy-Pf'eriolle-ye-. This 

subsection does not apply to snow~biles that are purchased 

as new and unused aachines or that were operated when the 

provisions of this part were not In force and effect. 

f5J Upon co.plet:lon of the application +n 

~+n~p++eete on foras furnished by the division of Motor 

vehicles. the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant 

two copies of the eppllcationt one of which shall be ~arked 

•tile copy•y--eftde The treasurer shall forward one copy and 

the original application to the division• which shall eaa._ 

~-ee--etH:81"etl mtu the in for aat ion conta i ned in the 

application upon the corresponding records of its office. 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownership 

which shall contain t:i'le thAt. lnforaatlon fe.nd--en in the 

application consid@red nece&sary by tbe diy!sjgg and a 

-~-



l 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2<1t 

25 

LC 1230/01 

per~anent o~nershlp nu.ber. The certiflcdte of ownership Is 

not ~~to be renewed annually and is valid as long as 

the person holding it owns the snoweobile. 

(6) The owner shall at all tl.as ret~ln possession of 

the certificate of ownershipo except when ~he-s ... Lt is 

being transeitted to and fro. the division for endorseeent 

or cancellation. ~he-owner-ef-e-snow.eb-i-+e-~h~++-•+s~+~y-h•s 

e-t:+Heeioe-of'-~muliln ell bot:lt shtes of t:tte-e~ 

ef--tlhe .. 11.,....,,.__., etten ..... , .. tt1e a..a.er•IR tetlll>'• 

eeft't-i-t:-i-en-e~f t:f-h ~- 11111el!ler .......-..-41-~~-.. 

P+~t:--~ ~ • .erked in Ar~le n•aerelsw 111 ~leek-eheP~ 

.w-~-d prepert:ienw-..4-ellieH ~· e ••••- ef J iiMIItel -+n 

hef~y--e.el•ding border ..-~- end ef -e eolor t:het: 

een~e•h-w-ft:h t:he eeler e~he-ttedt.,.._ct. 

(7) Upon appHcet:ion for a certificate of ownershlpo a 

fee of $3 shall be paid to the county treasurer, one-he~ 1Z 

of which fee shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to 

the division of -.tor vehicles and dspqlited in l;bc •ptor 

~e recgrding account qf the earwarked rayenya fund• 

iet--Be._.-. t:e• ~te14--llfeeri -• "-JIPHetf-"' 

pars~ftt--t:e--the-+aws-ef-~-st~-tne-owner-e~~~~resent 

t:tle--eert:+f'ket:e- of -n•r•~-- eepy --«--e~ed 

epp++eet:ien tnerefer es • ,. .. eqaisite te eeepfet:l~he 

~p++e~on-~-~ t:e• Deid deeelw• 

Section 3. Section 23-2-612o MCA, is aeended to read: 

-5-
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9 23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (l) Except as 

provided In subsection (l)o ~pon a transfer of any 

certl~icate of ownership to a soow.abile registered as 

required under the provisions of this part. the person vhose 

title or interest Is to be transferred shall write his 

signature with pen and Ink upon the certificate of ovnership 

issued for the snoweobile in the appropridt~ space provided 

upon the reverse side of the certificate, and such signature 

shall be aeknov1~ed before a notary ~lie. 

(2t Within 20 calendar days thereafter, the transferee 

shall ······- plc.e 4pplicaUon for transfer pf the 

certificate of -•hlp so endoraedy- htet:her wl t:tl tfM 

lnfeoeet*en-~re4--ander t:h+s--~v ~ith tba countr 

t,reuyrer of l;btt coyot.x In wblcb the transferee rasides and 

elag •ate •ODll<ftSipp rqr ragtstratlon of tbe •pP"'O'ile. 

Tbe cqyntr t,reasyrar shall forward the applicat,lqn to the 

division of .ator vehlcleso which shall file the sa.. upon 

receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership eay be Issued 

by the division until the outstanding certificates are 

surrendered to that office or their loss established to Its 

reasonable satisfaction• The 6+¥-i-s•on coyotw treasurer shall 

collect a fee of 53 for each application for transfer o~ 

ownership• pt which 12 •bell bl forwarded to tbe djyi•iAD of 

.ator yebiclti for dftppslt jn the aotor Yebicle recocdjog 

account gf the earearkad reyenue fund. 

-6- H87JZ 
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(3) A purchaser of a new or used sno~aobile fr~ a 

licensed snow.obile dealer has a grace period of 20 cdlendar 

days fro• the date of purchase to ceglstqc_tn~aa~~ 

•ake application for a certificate of o•n~rship~ and to 

obtain a tax-paid decal. It Is not a violation of this part 

or any other law for the purchaser to operate soeh a n£Kl¥ 

acQuired snOOftlol:>lle Mithout a certificate of own.,rship£ 

certificate pf reglstrA\Ipne and a tax-paid decal during the 

20-day periode During this period tho sticker, provided for 

in subsection c•t• shall reaain affixed to the snov.obile• 

{•t Prior to the delivery of the snow.obile to the 

purcha~er, the d .. ler shall issue and affix to the 

snow.oblle a sticker (In a for• to be prescribed by the 

division of .otor vehicles»• The, sticker shall contain the 

n&lle and address of t.he purchaser. the date of sale• the 

na.. and address of the dealer, and a description of the 

snow..Oile• Including its serial number. The dealer shall 

keep a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a 

copy of the sticker to the division. 

(S) The pro¥1sions of SUbsection (ZJ of this section• 

,...~ffl,--e--t:1"11ftsfer- t:o ""'-od--t:fle--eet-t:+fiee1:e -.f' 

-stt+p eft:er ender•••-t t:o ~ririeln do not apply In 

the event of the transfer of a snow.obile to a duly licensed 

snow.ablle dealer Intending to resell the snoweobile and who 

operates It only for deaonstrat.ion purposes. but every such 

-7-
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dealer• upon transferring such interest• shall 4eliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a n~w 

c.ud .. i fic.>te <::xecuted by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this ~art. The dlvislono upon receipt of the 

certificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate• together with the conditional sales contract or 

other 1 ieno if any. shall issue a ne1o1 certificate of 

ownership together with a state .. nt of any conditional sales 

contract, •ortgageo or other lien.• 

Section •• Section 23-2-613o KCA, is a•ended to read: 

•2~2-613. lost or .utilated certificates. ~n--the 

~ lf any certificate of ownership is losto •utilatedo or 

beco.es illegible, the person to who• the se•e Lt was issued 

shall l ... dlately •ake application for and say obtain a 

duplica~ thereoh upon pay.ent. of a f- of fl u.• 
Section 5. Section 23-2-616o HCAo is amended to read: 

•23-2-616. &+-..•ey-e* Registration and tax-paid aecals 

application and issuance -- use of fees. (1) No 

snow~oblle aay be operated by any person in the state of 

Montana unless jt bas hceo registered and there is displayed 

in a conspicuous place on it a decal as visual proof that 

"ontana personal property taxes have been paid on it for the 

current year. 

(2) Application for the--tex-pe+d-deee+ regjstratjoo 

shall be .ade to the county treasurer upon for•s to be 

-8-
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furnished bY the djyisjpn pf eptpr vebjclas for this 

purpose, Mh i ch •ay be obtaI ned ~he--ti+Y'i'lrien--ef--.ot:'"' 

veft+e~es--eP at the county e,.es~s treasurer's office In 

the county where the oMner resides. The application shall 

contain the folloMing lnfor•atlon: 

(a) naMe and addres$ of ~ OloiDer; 

tbt--ed61'e~!tt 

tet .UU cerU f lcate of ownershIp nu•bert 

f6t1J;.l - .ua of -•••t•• er tiHt .,.,.u.1 
t~.Ldl .adel ,..._ M• of t.ba snowwoblle; 

tt't-~ 

tht!Al year of wanufacture; 

t+i.Lf.l jJ state .. nt evidencing 1ba assess.ant and 

pay.ent of property tax; and 

ttt~ such other lnfor•atlon as the division of wotor 

vehicles nay require. 

(3} •he • .,,.ueet:l- allaH ee slg~tecl -..,-~-eoanty 

~,-essttr---end--~--+~ by ttl• to-~cl-iw-h+oft-ot'-.-ft'"' 

welrid---e.-.-n i ed lly-e-~~· IbsL. apg I ic.rt; I on sbal 1 

be accpapanied by a d@Gal fee of sz, a reglstrati9" fee of 

50 Gents. and. if t.he $0QMWQbila bas ~raylous}y been 

registered• by the reglatretiQQ certittcot• for tba ao•t 

recent year jn wh!Gh tbe snowwoblle was regl$tergd. The 

treasurer shall sign the application and issye a 
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registration recgiot whiGh shall GQDta!n lnfqrwat!qn 

GooaiOered D«G••••rr bJ the dlylslgp pf wotor yebicles apd a 

ll&tlng of fees and t.a••s oalde The ow09r shall retain 

PO••••sion pf the regl&tra&lgn receipt yntll lt. 11 

syrrRQdgred to the cqun\y tr94s•r•r fpr rar•giltretlqn qr to 

a pyr,basar gr aubaegpent own•r purau•nt to a transfer of 

Wtrut.ubl.ia 

~...,_.. .. _...,._._t;tle .,.,.. I Cll~f Oft-t~t-epp,._.cl--1'0f'W'9 

~-lfhhlen ef .... ., ,_.,.,._. or ·eewn'J ,.,. ... ,., • .,lila 

GQUD\J treasyrar thaJl fArMard the signed appli&ation to tbe 

diy!IIQQ of WQ\pr yebltlts apd shell Issue to the applicant 

a ~al in the style and d-lgo prescribed by the division 

and of a different color than the preceding year, auwbered 

in sequence. 

~ill hfore filing the application wlt:h the county 

treasurer. the applicant shall subelt It to the county 

assessor of the county of rasjdapGe and the county assessor 

&hdll enter on the application In a place provided fo~ that 

purpose the warket walue and taxable value of the snowwoblle 

for the year for which the application Is made. lha county 

treasurer way not aGcept anx applicatiDO under this &ection 

until the appliGant baA paid tbg 4Aca1 apd regi$tratioo fegs 

•nd pertQp41 prgper&r & .. ea asaessed again•* the sggwepbile 

fgr the cyrrent year. 

t~t--~tle eppt i ~-..,.e++-pey~he-eottnty--fl--et"--t:tte 

-1G-
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epp++ca~tee--enc--tl'l,.- -p,.r<~ono!- Pf'O!Ief'to)' --t """~-"9""" 

egft+rt~•-~e--•-b++e--fep-·-i:tl .. --e<tf'f"efti!--y«Htr--~-ttw! 

eppl+ca~~-~ey-ee~~~~-ey-•he-~~a~y~~~rw 

(6) All •--rs IIW.O<t cvllected froa papen-t of the 

~ tee~ and al1 interest ·'' ~.-uing fro• use at ..._. 

et>ft'!T" lobi.:;,_~ !>ha II ll« .. a,..,.. d-ew<-~ t.o the 

state treasurou· and v 1 aced in ! he ~·arao .. rkcd revenue fun<l to 

the credit of the dc~4rt.ment, ~ith 11 J~signated for us~ in 

enforcing the purposP.s of tnis p3rt and 11 oesi~Rdted for 

use in the devcl.,.,acnt., mainteo.Jroce, and operation of 

o.now ... >lllle faci1 iti.,s. AlL.allle¥-CollKt~l:l froe. lhJW•nt _gf 

t.ba (eQistcat.lcm LM• shalJ __ ~QlUIIIUL.ja_ Ute stat;e 

\(llj!Syrec ilftd deQQ$j tee!. ilL-l.htl-_agtQL_ Yebide C!ICQEding 

accQUot gf tn• !ilK&IiJ:Iced rewenye fyod.• 

Seetlon 6· Sect lOft 23-r618• HCA• Is •-nded to read: 

•z3-Z-&18. ApplicdLoon [QL_r~strat.lon and tax•paid 

J1~ to be llld<l<: dt\IU <. I I y gr dCe pero-e<f---pf"oe+-o+ 

ptlt"eh_. jiB( I ~s. U ) App 1 i cation ..., s t be aad e to the county 

treasurer for [Agistcatiq, -401:1 the issuance of tax-paid 

decals ennuall•• All cegls\ratluo~ tax-paid decals 

expire on June 30 of :.J<.h yearw£ __ oi()s;l s~pulic.n:jon -U:tL 

(egh,t;ratiOA MIIU be .ade..Oot: ht.flr t:b;ln AuiJMU lS of •«:II 

yt14[e I be ungwal tM<es d (!lC.t. QO JUJr 1 Of llach ¥'ilh __lOs 

ce[tlficat.e pf reglstcatloo and ta~-pald d&cal I&&YBd ypd9( 

tbj& part. are yaljd ~PI¥ ~ycjog the Ctgilt[atigo rear _(g£ 
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wbjcb issyadp 

(2) "" -•r o.-----~~d-fl!--'t+'le-!tha'H· 
have a graee-pef'+ou of'-29-ea+eftder-~Oy!t--~~o•--the--dote--o+ 

rn~e~se--to--.eke-&~~··ee~-~eP-8 e~rren.-.eM-pe+d-~eeOfT 

pf'e'l'ided t:hetl et1 ell t~l•• ditrlft§ tllletl per.ed e-b+H-81'-so+e 

or-o~tlflo-jH'~e1'--,t~e-t'ee-+~-~e--deH--e1'--ptt~eha~e 

~++--&e-eerr+e4-&y~~er-er-w+th-•he-~rtow~e++e•-•" 

owner-or-apereter o+-~e-fl!e .. ebll~g~erotle~--a+te~ 

the--29-dey--~eee-~+o4--w+theat-a~rent-tox-po~-deee• 

~~p+eyad--ert--tl~-•rt .... l!l•• ~--be--s~bjeetl--to---the 

pette_.....__e+--25 l 6UUt• -es aeendedw The owner ~ 

sngvwqbile registered ygder t.his part. js ent.it.led to ppe[ate 

ibt_yehicle between Julr 1 aftd Aygyst 15 wlt.hout l:lisglayjng 

a tex-pa!d decal fpc t.be Gurrent year ans;l wjthoyt a cYLL&nt 

r.glst.ratlog If tbR OMQer diapJars the tax-paid d«cal for 

tb&_~!pus year and If the yeblcle was regjste[ed for the 

creyjous y:aer.• 

s•ction 1. Section 2)-2-619, HCAr is a .. oded to read: 

•z3-2-619o Dealer registration certificate use of 

fees. (1) A dealer registration certificate shall be issued 

in accordance with this part. 

(2) Ibe_ s;Jgalec appllcat.ion shall be ac&oapanjed~ 

application foe pf 15 and a regjstratjoo fee gf 15. Upon 

receipt of t.be dealer application and payeent of feeso wh+eh 

w++~-ee-ss. the dealer shall be Issued tMo dealer snow•obile 

-12-
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identification cards Nbich shall be carried by tb8 dealer or 

~ dealer•s custoaer Nhen operating or deMonstrating ~ 

dealer•s snow•obiles. 

(3) No bond is required of the dealer. 

«41 The dealer sbftll bays a prin~ipal plac• _gf 

busjgess wbere be shall walntaln all his husiQ@ss ce~grds 

~od_~lay and sell aer~~e. 

L1!_ An applicant for renewal of a snpwwoblle deal£L 

regjstratlqn shall ~•r\IfJ tbftt be ~ sold 3 or •ore 

snpwRQbjles during the precegjog rear gr pa¥ ao addjtjogal 

~ rgneMal rggjstr§\lon fee QC ptgvidp A CQP¥ Qf a written 

oew snOMWQbjls franchlss qr ••las agr·•zent th•t the 

agpljcapt bas with a eanufac\Mrere i•pgrt•r· qc djstrlbutgr. 

t~~ Additional dealer s~obile Identification 

cards as required b¥ n9@d !ustifild to tbe dlyl&lon of aotor 

vehicles •ay be purchased by the dealer for a fee of sz. 

~t111 .--dee+er Dulu reghtration eel"t+-f~et~ 

certificates and ldentlflcetfon cards expire on June 30 

following the date of Issuance. 

t6i~l !41-All .aney collected from s~ the ~galee 

appli,ation fees and all interest accruing fro• use of this 

•oney shall be deposited in the ear•arked revenue fund to 

th@ credit of the departaent• with one-half designated tor 

use in ~nforcinq the purposes of this part and one-half 

designdted for use In the developaent• •alntenance, and 
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operation of sDON•obile facilities• 

(b) All epqcy GPll•Gtad fcge gealer registration and 

renewal registration fee$ $hall be deposited In the •gtgr 

yehiGle re,qrdlng account gf the earaarked reyegue fund.• 

Section 8· Section Zl-2-61~• MtA• is aeended to read: 

•23-2-61~. Exeeptlons. (1) The provisions of this 

part. vlth respect to ~~~ t4x-pald__~,als. and 

certification of ownership, do not apply to snoMWooiles 

OWMd or used by t.he UnIted Stat- or ~r state or any 

agency or political subdivision thereof, any snONmobile 

registered in a country other than the United Stetes end to 

be teeporarily used Nithin this state for a period of not 

eore than 30 days. or to any snowaobile registered In 

another state of the United States but to be te•porarlly 

used within this state for not eore than 30 days. 

Snov~blles owned by the state of Montana or any agency or 

political subdivision thereof are exe•pt only froe the 

pay•ent of fees and shall otherwise coeply with all the 

requireeents of this part. 

(2, The provisions of thl~ part with respect to 

registration~ tax-pajd ~~. and certification of 

ownership do not apply to unregistered snowaobiles owned by 

nonresao~n~s ot th~ stdte ol ~onlana Mho eithar: 

L~ ~+~p•ay+n~ display visual proof that a nonresident 

te•porary-use permit has been purch~sedwl-QL 

-14- H£? 7,~ ~ ~ 
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Jbl use -lhe_snowwobile qolr In races aa4 fqr opt aqra 

than 30 da~i__la__lbe_~a. •Raca• eeans 4QL_Qrgapized 

cowpotitjqo on a.gredgt~r•jned cpurs1 th4t i$ ryp accprdjog 

to accapted rules.• 

Section 9. Section Z3-Z-63•h N:A, Is _.,.. t.o re•dt 

•23-Z-63~. 

as provided in 

equipped at: 

Regulation of snoweoblle noise._ (1) Except 

this section, every snow•obile shall be 

~11 ti•es with noise-suppression devlceso 

including an exhaust: auffler in qood working ordel' and in 

con~t:ant operation. No snoweoblle aay be .adlfled by any 

pars~~ in any .anner that will .aplify or otherwise increase 

total noise e•lssions to a level greater than that ealttad 

by the snowaoblla as originally constructed• regardless of 

date of eanufacture. 

(ZJ Every person who owns or operates a snowaobile 

aanufactured 3fter June 30o 197Zo but prior to June lOo 

1975, shall aaintain his aachine in such a aannar that it 

will not exc .. d a sound level li•itation of 82 dbA measured 

at SO f-t. 

(3) No new snowaoblle aanufact:ured after June 30o 

1975, except sDOMaOblles designated for ca.petition purposes 

only, aay be sold or offered for sale unless that aacbine 

has been certified by the •anufacturer as being able to 

confor• to a sound level liaitation of not .ore than 78 dbA 

.. asured lit: SO f-t.. Every person who -ns or operates a 
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snow.obile aan~tactured after ~une 30w 1~1~, shall aaintdon 

his aachine In such a .anner that it: will not exceed a sound 

level li•itation of 78 dbA •easured at SO feet. 

t"tt-~he-delMf'"-M:-...,..edopt end--1'e¥ise--sound--+eve+ 

u .. Mtl111!141 ._ ett •-...,n- -•fee-t-.e--ef'"~-ohlne-:3&"' 

¥H§w-HoweYef"t'-e"1..,.._+ev.e+-++e+~+on-edopted--o~--~ewised 

&y--~he-de~.eftt-eey-ftot-~e-h~-~fteo-e-dee+Be+-s~eftderd 

~ dltA Meswrelf ~• f-t• "'-"edopt:+on-or--r«ris+oft--of 

_.,._-+-+-f+..rtM+--...,_.tte-itepe~flteftt:"1het+-~e-eHeet+ve 

._... +•••• ti~..,._Hy-1tdopted-OT-~ev+-d-sne1+ 

re .. +n-+n effect for 11 aini•w• period of--~-yeers.--Ewe~y 

,......._ ...., -- - opePIIt., __ suowaobil--IWfee<tured-efter 

48Re ''•-~'• a~e11 .. intein hls-..ehine-+n-eeap++eftCe-wi~ft 

~-S&tlftd tevet--++aitet+on--w~ieh +s-epp++eeb+e--to--new 

snowaebi+es--~wfeetured--~n~-the--period--thet-e-soand 

+ewe+-•i•ltetlon ~ed-~-4epe~t.aeftt-is-+n-effeet.• 

fiiLll A a.aufacturer who certifies that a new 

snowaobile can coaply with the noise liaitatlon requireaents 

of this part shall affix a per.anent notice of that 

certification to every snowaoblle offered for sale in the 

state of Montana. 

tot~ In certifying that a new snowaobile can coap1y 

with the noise li•lt.et.lon requlreaents of this partw a 

wanufacturer shall aake such a certification based upon 

-16-
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measure•ents •uae in accordance with SAE reco-ended l 

2 practice Jl92o as a.ended. The depart.ento in enforcing the 

3 provisions of this sectiono shall •ake measure.ents of 

~ snowmobile noise in accordance with applicable practices 

5 outlined In the •Procedure for Sound level Measure .. nts of 

b Snowmobiles• (January, 1969)• as aDendedo used by the 

7 int~rnational snowmobile industry association or with such 

8 other standards for •easureaent of sound level as the 

9 depart.ant .ay adopt• 

10 f~tLQl This section does not apply to organized races 

11 or si•ilar ca.petltive events held on: 

12 (a) private landso with the per•lsslon of the ownero 

13 lesseeo or custodian of the land; or 

14 (b) oublic lands, with the consent of the public 

15 agency having the authority to grant such consento provided 

lb that total sound produced by such an event •ay not exceed 50 

17 dbA at any point 50 feet or more outside the area under the 

18 control of the sponsoring entity.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 782 

INTRODUCED BY MENAHAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ~AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE ANNUAL 

REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES AND ASSESSING A REGISTRATION 

FEE; REVISING 

RE~ISING THE 

THE TITLE REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOWMOBILES; 

REGISTRATION REOUtREMfNTS FOR SNOWMOBILE 

DEALERS; GENERALLY REVISING FEES AND THEIR ALLOCATION; 

PROVIDING A REGISTRATION EXCEPTION FOR NONRESIJENT 

SNOWMOBILE RACERS; 

DEPARTMENT Of FISH 

AMENDING SECTIONS 

ELIMINATING THE DISCRETION Of THE 

AND GAME OYER DECIBEL STANDARDS; AND 

Z3-2-601t 23-2-611 THROUGH 2J-2-614t 

23-2-616, 23-2-618, 23-2-619• AND 23-2-634, MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-601, HCAo is aftended to read: 

"23-2-601. Definition of terMS• As used in this part. 

the following terMs shall have the .aanings indicated 

herein, unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another Meaning is intended: 

ill--~~~L~ifi~d~--g!__ow~~~--~gQS __ ~he--~O~U~ 

ls.su~-h:tJ.bL11itisi.gQ_ of •oto r vebi.Uu__a.s__JltiiiL-1.K.i.e 

~~i~~n~e-2f_Q¥0£~ 

il.1_-!C.eU.lfi~<1~-c!-UU~UU<1lia~-_.eans._1btLmt~ 

Le~Dl.~--eJtiW:Ilt.JJui_-'!UHJli-o!__~-.-ll'-<1.1_-.!Jius_-<1Wl 
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Le~i~La~lQo_~s_igL-4-given reg~tLatiao year. 

t~tLll ~dbA• .. ans sound pressure level aeasured on 

the •A~ weight scale in decibels. 

tltiii "Departaent• aeans the depart•ent of fish and 

ga.e of the state of Montana. 

not 

t~t~i •New sno••obile• .. ans any snowaobile that has 

been previously sold to an owner, as defined in 

subsection C'>l• 

t~tiki ~operator• includes 

or is in actual physical control 

snowaobile. 

t'!ttill •owner• includes 

every person •ho operates 

of the operation of a 

every person as defined 

herein, other than· a lien holder or other person having a 

security interest only, holding a certificate of ownership 

to a sno•mobile and entitled to the use or possession 

thereof. 

f&tia! ·P~rson• includes an individual, partnership, 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether incorporated or not and regardless of the 

degree of formal or~anization. 

t~ti~l "Roadway~ includes only those portions of any 

highway, road, or street iaprovedo designed, or ordinarily 

used for travel or parking of •otor vehicles. 

t8t11Ql ~snowmobile• includes any self-propelled 

vehicle of an overall width of 48 inches or less. excluding 

-2- H!l 782 
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accessories, designed pri•arily for travel on snow or iceo 

which aay be steered by skis or runners and which is not 

otherwise registered or licensed under the laws of the state 

of Montana.• 

Section 2. Section 23-2-611• MtAo is a .. nded to read: 

•23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. {l} No snow.obile 

aay be operated upon any public land$o trails, ease•entso 

lakeso riverso streaaso roa~ways or shoulders of roadways. 

streetso or highNayso unless a certificate of ownership has 

first been obtained froa the division of ~otor vehicles In 

accordance with the laws of this s~ate. 

(21 Befepe--e•eft--ee~+f+ee~-••y-be-~a+ft.-.-t~ lb8 

owner of a snowaobile shall •ake application for a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon fares to be 

furnished for this purposea ~~h Tbe fares shall require 

the following inforaation: 

(a} n- of tM owner: 

(b) residence of t.tlt; O!CJeC by town ·and county; 

(c) business or hoae aai 1 address af_1tul_giiiJlU; 

(d) naae and address of 40¥ lien holder; 

(e) aaount due under AD¥ contract or lien; 

(f) na~ end-eddre~~ of~ •anufacturer; 

191 •odel nuaber or name; 

(h) ~er+e+ iQeotifl~D number; and 
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(i) na.e and address of the dealer or other person 

fro• whoa acquired. 

(3) The application shall be signed by at least one 

owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative 

of the owner. 

(4) If a certificate of ownership +er-e-~now~++e has 

previously been issued under the provisions of this parto 

the application for a new certificate MUst be acco•panied by 

the i ... diately previous certificate or-by-en-eff+eow~t-opon 

a-pre~er+bed-fera-stet+ng-.neer-o&t~-thet--the--weh~e+e--~od 

net-beeft-epereted-eo~n~-the-+•aediete+y-p~ewioos-year. This 

subsection does not apply to snowaobiles that are purchased 

as new and unused •achines or that were operated vhen the 

provisions of this part were not in force and effect. 

(5t Upon c~pletion of the application ~" 

~e+ntep++ea~ on foras furnished by the division of Motor 

vehicleso the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant 

two copies of the application• one of which shall be marked 

•tile copy•.--aftda-Ib&-1L~~~all forward one copy and 

the oriqinal application to the divisiono vhich shall eee~e 

~--be--entered en~ the information contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of its office. 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownership 

which shall contain the that information faond--an lD the 

applIcation kQO~de~~~~--Q~--~_dLx~lDD and a 

-4- HB 782 
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permanent ownership number. The certificate of ownership is 

not ~·~-~~ed to be renewed annually and is valid as long a~ 

the person holding it owns the snow•obile. 

(b) The owner shall at all ti•es retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership• except when ~~e-,e.e ~ is 

being transmitted to and fro• the division for endorseaent 

or cancellation. ~he-ewne~-of-e-,no••oe~+e-sne++-d•,P+ey-~~s 

~er~~f+~e~e-of-ewne~s~+p-n~e~-on-bo~h-s~de,-of-~fte-eow++nq 

ef--~~e--snowaob++e-end-sne++-•o+~e+n-~fte-n .. ber-+n-+e~+b+e 

~ond~~+on-e~-e++-~~•esw-~he-nu•be•-'"•++-reed-fr~--+ef~--~e 

r+gh~--end-be-me~ked-+n-Areb+~-nu .. ro+s•-+n-b+e~k-ehero~~ers 

of-geoe-p~epor~+en•-end-she~+-be-a-.+n+.u.-ef--3--+n~es--+n 

~e+gh~T--ewe+ud+n~--berde~--er--~r+-.--end--ef--e-ee+er-~~-~ 

~•n~res~s-w+~~-~fte-eo~er-of-~he-beekgreundw 

(71 upon application for a certificate of ownership. a 

fee of S3 shall be paid to the county treasurer. one-~a~ 1Z 

of which Fee shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to 

the division of "'otor vehicles and depo:;.it&IL.in_tll!::_mgt.QL 

~tli.ULL£'oul.ing_a~;"'Wlt-Jd the earga~lllUlQilC_f~ • 

t8t--8efore--e--~aw-pe+d--de~e+--•ey--be--epp++8d---for 

pursuen~--to--~he-+ews-ef-th+s-ste~eT-~he-owne~-•••~-pr~sent 

the--eer~+f+ee~e--of--ewnersh+p---or---~opy---of---ea-p+eted 

epp+~eet+on--~herefor--e,--e--prere~+s+~e-~e-e~+etin~-the 

epp++~ot+on-fe~-~he-~ew-peTd-de~e+•• 

Section 3. Section 23-2-bl2o MCAo is a•ended to read: 
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provided in subsection (lh 

interest. (11 

upon a transfer 

HB 0782/02 

Except 

of 

as 

any 

certificate of nwnership to a snow~ohile reqistered as 

required under the provisions of this parto the person whose 

title or interest is to be transferred shall Nrite his 

signature with pen and ink upon the certificate of ownership 

is~ued for the snoweobile in the appropriate space provided 

upon the reverse side of the certificate. and such signature 

shall be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(21 Within ZO calendar days thereafter. the transferee 

shall forward ~c__agglicat;on faL___~ransfer __gf the 

certificate of ownership so endorsedT--~09~~-w+~~-~fte 

+ftfo~.e~+eft--re~u+~ed--•nde~--~h+s--pe~~· ~-1DB--~ 

LL&a~uLeL-_gf_tbe-~;Duotx_io_Wbi!;b_tbe_tLao~!eLee-L~~~~nd 

lll..O...nLAJHUU;al;ign__{o[ reg I Uf.a.ti.oJL_a.f.__tbL SQOdOb!] b 

lb.LJ.QIIOU- t.reasurllL-~Lfocward UleJIUll.U..U.inn to the 

division of MOtor vehicles. which shall file the saMe upon 

receipt thereof. ~o certificate of ownership May be issued 

by the division until the outstanding certificates are 

surrendered to that office or their loss established to its 

rea~onahle satisf~ction. The dYvi,Ton 'auntx~rea~UL£L shall 

collect a fee of 13 for each application for transfer of 

ownerships_gf_w~b-Jl_~_be_fDr.a~tc_tb£-di~isigQ_gf 

motor __ vebil;i£~_!or __ a£QQ~it_in_tb.Leotor_vebi,le_re~;QLQlng 

auounx_of_tbll:_caL•ilLkw1-Li.X£ni.ILfu.od· 
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(l) A purchaser of a new or used snow.obile fr~ a 

licensed sno.-obile dealer has a q~ace period of 20 calendar 

days froe the date of purchase to LaQ~eL-Lb&-SDG~~ 

eake application for a ce~tificate of ownership£ and ~e 

obtain a tax-paid decal. It is not a violation of this part 

or any other law for the purchaser to operate •~•~ a ne.l~ 

~ad snoweobile without a certificate of ownership1 

certificate of ragja\L4\iaD£ and a tax-paid decal during the 

20-day period• During this period the sticker• provided for 

in subsection (4)• shall ~emain affi~ed to the snoweobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of. the snowaobile to the 

purchasere the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snoweobile a sticker (in a fore to be prescribed by the 

division of eotor vehicles). The sticker shall contain the 

naee and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the 

na .. and address of the dealer, and a description of the 

snowaobileo including its serial nu~ber. The dealer shall 

keep a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a 

copy of the sticker to the division. 

(St The provisions of subsection (2t of this section• 

~•q~i~+"g---e--~~e"s•e~ee--to--fe~.e~d--~he--ee~~+f+ee~e--ef 

ewftePSh~p-e~~-endore ... ft~-~~-~~-d+ .. •+•"• do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a snoweobile to a duly licensed 

snoweobile dealer intending to resell the snoweoblle and who 

operates it only for deeonstration purposes. but every such 
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dealer, upon transferring such interestt shall deliver th~ 

cartificate of ownership with an application for a new 

c~rtificate executed by the new owner in accordance with th~ 

pro~isions of this part. The division. upon receipt of the 

~ertificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate• together with the conditional sales contract or 

other lien, if anyo shall issue a ne11 certificate of 

ownership together with a stateeent of any conditional sales 

contract, aortgage, or other lien.• 

Section 4. Section 23-2-613, ~CAo is aaended to read: 

•z3-Z-613. lost or eutilated certificates. ln--~he 

eweft~ 11 any certificate of ownership is lost. autilatedo or 

becoees illegible, the person to whom ~~e-s&ee i~ was issued 

shall iMmediately aake application for and aey obtain a 

duplicate thereof, upon payeent of a fee of~ ~z.• 

Section s. Section 23-Z-616, MCAt is aaended to read: 

"23-2-616. B?•p+ay-af &egi~L4tlao-~ ta~-~aid oecals 

application and issuance -- use of 

snow.ablle eay be operated D!_fU&Lit LANDS 

fees. (1) No 

by any person in 

the state of Montana unless lt_baa_been regi~eLed-~ there 

is displayed in a conspicuous place on +~ ~Ul~_i!U~E-IHf 

tQMl a decal as visual proof that Montana personal property 

taxes have been paid on it for the current year. 

(2) Application for ~he--ta~-~a+d-eeea+ Le~1LatLan 

shall be eade to the county treasurer upon forms to be 
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furn i sh"d tzx.-_tlli: __ !liltllillll--QL_IHli.QL.~le.i for this 

purpose, wnich aay be obtained ~e•-the--d~w+s~en--o+--~er 

w~h?e~e~--o~ at the county ossesso~~, 1~eL!.i office in 

the county where the owner resides. The application shall 

contain the following infor~ation: 

(a) na- awLa!Uir.•u of tJl& owner; 

tbt--eddt'esst 

t•tlhl certificate of ownership number; 

tdt~l noMe ~ of ~endfee~ot'ef' tbe soowaobilel 

t•tiul model naMbet' Qil.C of the .iDQWWohi~; 

tft--•eltet 

tgt--hot'se~owert 

thtLel year of ~anufacture; 

t?Hfl a state.ant evidencing 1ba assess•ent and 

payment of property ta•; and 

tjtlgl such other inforaation as the division of •otor 

vehicles may require. 

Ill fhe-epp•?ce~?on-she++--be--s?gned--by--~he--eoan~y 

tt'eesat'e~--eftd--~ .. ens•+~~ed--by-h+•-~e-the-d+w+s+en-&f-ae~e,. 

weh+e•e~-eeco~pe"+ed-by-e-fee-of-•~• ~--~~atiQo_-~ball 

tze--~~~am~anieg __ b¥_il_g~l_fee_af_!~_a_r.~i.i1r.a1ian_fee_af 

!i.Q __ Un1.i.L._illld..t.-lL_1bL-~~lL_b,u__prelf.UII.L.i..U-.Juuul 

re~UeLed.t._.Ju-J.bJL._reg.irtnti.lm_~~ilU-lo..L.t!JLaQU 

Le~o1J.eilLilLlllli~b--1biL-JQQ~IWtzile-llaL-Leg iUeLJU1..__lbtl 

Ueil.iULeL--:abilll---liSill--1be appl i cat. I Qll __ awl__iuUL-il 
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UglUUltiQ.IL_Ler.e.1pt __ lfillr..h._ __ ~il--f.Q.Q.Ul.u_..ill!PLID.sU..Uul 

~jd9rad nec•lliltX by the gjyjsjpn pf -otpr yebiclas and a 

li:r.1iQg __ gf _ _tau__a!Hl-lluL-Jl.u.a.._ The gwne~~utaill 

llQllUUQJ:L_pf_ttJa__r_~t.LAtiQQ __ rgte i Qt -Uinil-~-..ll 

&KLrMQdeceg to the cguntw tr~er fgr t.CL£~ratlgn gr to 

4 Q~C,bl}$8[ Q[ SUbS8QUeDt QWOe[ pU[IUI}Dt to I} ~feLPf 

a»wtubiQ.a 

LS!__Y~on-reeeT~~-of-•~-e~++ee~en-Tn-ep~roved--~ora• 

the--8TWTS?Oft--e~--.a~e~--Yeh+c~e~--et'--eeen~-~f'@O~t'e~ Ibe 

!;;QWU.¥-l.U.UUU.!.~bJll.L.fQLdrd the sUI~ILilQ:~~iAD-.U~ 

divl~~LYtbl'l•s •ad shall Issue to the applicant 

a decal in the style and design prescribed by tbe division 

and of a different• color than the preceding year, nu•bered 

in sequence. 

t~ti1l Before filing the application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall sub•it it to the county 

assessor of the county gf_~~~e and the county assessor 

shall enter on the app1ication in a place provided for that 

purpose the aarket value and ta•able value of the snoweobile 

for the y~ar for w~ich the application is •ade. lbe_r.ouBt¥ 

~t~~:r.ur.~L-mllX-GOt-~r.r.ep~_an¥_apQlication_uuaer.-tbl.i-_..,tiPD 

ILOlll_ibe_aQIU.ir. an1_tlil.i-~.uL1bLCer.ill.-iiDd reg i $ teat i oo fees 

and _oers~LPIUU:.t¥.-1.U~U-.U.u.u.wt againH the sopwapbjle 

Lat_tbe_~YL.!.eot_¥§aL& 

t~t--fhe-e~p++cent-sho+~-pey-th~-coenty--~reeseret'--~he 
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epp+~ee~+on--~ee--efte--~~--per3one•-proper~y-~exes-esse3see 

a,e~ftst-t~e-snowMeb+•e--for--the--eurrent--yeer--befere--~~e 

epp+~eetion-•ay-be-eeeepted-by-the-eo~nty--tree3~rer• 

(61 All •oneys •o~ 

dew\l fees and all interest 

-ney3 i.biL-Itillltt¥ shall be 

collected fro• p~y.ant of the 

accruinq from use of ~~ese 

~erned-ever fW:WaLd&Q to the 

state treasurer and placed in the ear•arked revenue fund to 

the credit of the depart•ento with $1 designated for use in 

enforcing the purposes of this part and ~1 designated for 

use In the develop•entr eainten~ncer and operation of 

snoweobile facilities. &ll_.an~~-!LQa_ payaaot of 

i.t!JI____ugist.ratioo fa _i.bllL_M__fo~Ld&Q to tbe _ _u.au 

t( eaa;yrer and ...c~Gnilad_.i.Q_t.Jl&_Jf!U.w:_l!e.JlitlfL [ecgrd i ng 

~,count of-1b&-Ca£a4Lk&d-L&¥eoue fynd.• 

Section 6. Section 21-2-618, ~CAr is a .. nded to read: 

•23-Z-618. Application !OL-L~stratioD-_4Qd __ t4x=Q4id 

~4ls to ~ aade annually -- grace per+ed----proof-ef 

~re~e3e QSL~• ttt Application .ust be •ade to the county 

treasurer for LCgi~tCAi.ioo __ 4Qd the issuance of tax-paid 

decals annually. All LCgi~LAi.iPQ$ _ _aQd tax-paid dec~ls 

expire on June 30 of edch )'<!ar•.o.:z:.:.~od==~ttllt.i:.SUI.::::ts:tt 

re;tttrotioo--.. at--.. -wode-not_~-ava•at-t§-of-•••~ 

reor ·-fbe-aa.eol=ue :l.:: d f&U.::..aa=Uu.::i::Af.:.u.c.h.::n.a.rll.::.:: ::Its: 

"rttftcatc:::af=oi:rtr:atism::.Ao.d=tmt::oo.:td=d.~~.UmiiA.:.Dll.liu. 

~::Otttt..:.ar:a::xait.d=~ix::s:lllLiaG.::th:=~tr:~i:Oli.::::JU.r:::.::.fs:tt 
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•bi.cb.::iUDC!!~r 

f~t---n--owner--of--e--new~-pere~esed-3ftOMMob++e-~he++ 

~e•~-e-qreee-~er~od-of-~8-ea+eftdar-day~--from--the--do~e--o~ 

p~~e~ase--te--•ake-opp+ieat+on-for-e-e~ren~-to~-potd-deea+~ 

p~OYTded-~hot-et-e++-~+Mes-der~ftg-~~ot-per+ed-a-b+++-of-so+e 

or-other-~reof-o~-pere~e-ree~t+ng--~he--de~e--of--pe~eho~e 

she++--~e-earr+ed-by-t~-eperetor-or-w+~~-the-snow~ob++e .. -•n 

ewner-er-oper~or-of-3ae~-o-sno~++e-be+ng-opereted--after 

t~e--~8-dey--groee--per+od--w+~~~-a-earrent-taw-pe+d-deeo+ 

d+sp+ayed--on--t~--snow .. b++e--s~e++--be--sebjeet--to---thc 

peno+~+es--of--~~-~-~~ttt~--•3--... need•::::::!b&=~r:=~ 

2CIIW.O~-.iatAecd=Dnder:-tbia-oort-+a=enttttca-to=op~:;ra~ 

tha=~bi~::~.an~-t-ono-••tuat-iS wttDoat-=di~a~ 

a=::taa~a±a=~far-t~e-eurr:ent-year=ond-.ttDout::a=&ar:r:e~ 

r:teiatr:otion-tf-tb•-owaer-djap+eya-tbo=-tax-potd--de&a±.:.::fAr 

tbt.:.::.UUilllu.=:X&U::ed::if.::.lM::Yeb+cte=oa::uuatuu::foctM 

uuioas-reoa'" 

Section 7. Section 23-2-619o MCAo is amended to re~d: 

•zl-2-619. Dealer registration certificate -- use of 

fees. Cl) A dealer registration certificate shall be issued 

'"accordance with this part. 

(21 Ibe deale[ appljcatjpn shall be ac,omganieQ~ao 

all~! U...Ui.PIL i&iLoL.l.L4lld-LLCg~lQD---.fi:fL_QL_!i.t. Up on 

rece•pt of the dealer application and payment of feesr w~+eh 

w~++-be-•~• the dealer shall be issued two dealer snowmobile 
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identification cards which shall be ca~~ied by tb£ de~lP.r or 

Lb~ dealer's custo.ar when eper~+n~-or deeonstrating ~ 

dealer's snowmobiles. 

(31 No bond is required of the deale~. 

iil__lb&--d&aleL- shall baye a grjn,iptl glace _Qf 

bu~ua~-•b~-he~ll-8alotain all hjs busjoess racord& 

ana_al~ulax_and_~~~~~B£ 

i.U __ AnJQQli,;mt._f!lLJ.IIJl~.LgL_a_~ruudQQll£_U4lu 

~:.Uat..il2D-~bill..L~.t.lU-.tbat. he has ~ 3 or •gu 

mmtiii.Qilili:li-duLio.sl-~-llU:'-fl:dlng year or__gu an ai111J..t.igaal 

12Q __ r.llll~ntal_r.e.giltLUl.!Ul-fK-or grgv iJi.e.-4-'WU-Qf_~U.IIIl 

aai!L~D.Qidlllll.ilL_f~H-gr sales ~am__t.b;n__~ 

iiJlp}.~ant.._bil~ltl..tb-4-llaDil!KWreh iwpgrt..eo or dhtr..Uwt.AU 

t~ti~l Additional dealer snoweobile identification 

cards ali_r.e.Quire.d b¥-Q~jv&t.ifiad to t.be djyi11QQ_of eotgr 

~bi~!:.li may be purchased by the dealer for a fee of sz. 

tStLil A--dee~e~ Q.uler. registration eef'~f+e!tte 

~tit~ and identification cards expire on June 30 

following the date of issuance. 

t6~i~ tal-All eoney collected fro• ~ae~ tbe--~alu 

agpl~~l.Qn fees and all interest accruinq froe use of this 

money shall be deposited in the earearked revenue fund to 

the credit of the depart .. ntt with one-half designated for 

use in enforcing the purposes of this part and one-h~lf 

designated for use in the development. eaintenanceo and 
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ope~ation of snow~obile facilities. 

LDI All egoey 'Qiltettd_frow dealer registration and 

u:oeuL_r.e.glllL.U.ion __ un_JbJlllL.b~~.t.tiL..i.IL..ttlL.agt!lL 

~~'ordiog a'coyot gf the ~aLiedLLeyeoue fyod.• 

Section 8. Section 23-2-61~• MCAo is a.anded ~o read: 

•23-2-614. f•eeptions. (1) The provisions of ~his 

part. with respect to ~iJL_decals • and 

certification of ownershiP• do not apply to snowmobiles 

owned or used by ~he United Sta~es or another state or any 

aqency or politi.cal subdivision ~hereof. any snoweobile 

regis~ered in a country other than the United S~ates and ~o 

be teeporarily used within ~his sta~e for a period of not 

acre than 30 day'• or ~o any snoweobile registered in 

another state of the United States but to be te~orarily 

used within this state for not acre ~han 30 days. 

Snowaobiles owned by the state of Kon~ana or any agency or 

poli~ical subdivi\ion thereof are exe•pt only fro• the 

payeent of fees and shall otherwise coeply with all the 

requireeents of this part. 

(21 The provisions of thi~ part with respect to 

registration~ ___ ta&~ia __ _ae~al~~ and certification of 

ownership do not apply to unregistered snoweobiles owned by 

nonresiden~s of the s~ate of Montana .nD_aitbf:Ll 

Lal d~sp~&y~nq dliplax visual proof that a nonresident 

temporary-use permit has been purchased•l-QL 
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11ll-UH-J.bll~ldQ!Ul.L.QD.h i o r ace:;,_,uuLf.ll.r._QQLmou 

1h4o_lU__~_in__tne__~141~--~R~e~--•e4~-4D--ALQaniZ&d 

~gageti1lgn__gn_4-RL~eter•loea_~ur~e-tbat_i~-Luo_a~graing 

1Q_a~£Qtaa_rullli" 

Section 9. Section 23-2-634, MCA, is a~nded to read: 

"23-2-634. Q.egulation of snowmobile noise. (1) Ewcept 

as provided in this section, every snowmobile shall be 

equipped at all tiaes ~ith noise-suppression devices• 

includin9 an exhaust •uffler in good working order and in 

constant operation. No snov•obile may ~ eodified by any 

person In any eanner that will aep)ify or otherwise increase 

total noise eMissions to a level greater than that eeitted 

by the snoweobile as originally constructed• regardless of 

date of eanufacture. 

(2) Every person ~hO owns or operates a snoweobile 

eanufactured after June lOo 1972, but prior to June 30, 

197~. shall aaintaon his aachine in such a aanner that it 

will not ewceed a sound level lieitation of 82 dbA ~asured 

at 50 feet. 

(3) No new snoweobile eanufactured after June 30• 

1975, except snoweobiles designated for competition purposes 

only, eay be sold or offered for sale unless that •achine 

has been certified by the manufacturer as beinq able to 

conform to a sound level 1 imitation of not more th~n 78 dbA 

measured at 50 fePt. Every person who owns or operates a 
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snowmobile eanufactured after June 30, 1975, shall maintain 

hi~ machine in such a aanner that it will not exceed a sound 

level 1 imitation of 78 dbA ~easured at 50 feet. 

t~t--i~~-d~pe~teent-~ey-edept-end--~~·~~~--~e~nd--+~•~+ 

fim~tet•en~--fo~-e++-snowmo&++~s-•en~feet~~~d-eft~~-d~n~-~a. 

t9iSw-Heweve~.-e-se~nd-+e•~+-++ .. ~o~+en-ode~t~d--o~--~~·~~~d 

&y--th~-d~po~~aent-.ay-net-&e-ft+~~-~~on-o-d~e+be+-~tende~d 

of-i&-eb•-•~os~~ed-o~-§9-fe~tw-fhe-odept•en-o~--rev~~+on--of 

so~nd--+eve+-++•+to~+on-by-the-depo~~.en~-~he++-be-effeet+ve 

be~+nn+n~-d~ne-~9-of-~he-~~~e~ed+n~-eo+~nde~--yee~--ond--eny 

se~nd--+eve+--++e+tet+en--for•o++y--edo~ed-or-rev+~ed-s~o++ 

~••o+n-+n-effee~-fe~-e-m+n+~•--per+ed--of--~--yeer~w--Ev~ry 

p~rsen--who-ewft~-e~-epe~etes-e-snow•ob++e-een~feet~r~d-ofte~ 

d~ne-~e.-t9i§y-shn++-ee+nte+n-h+s-•eeh+ne-•n-eo•p++ene~-w+t~ 

the-so~nd--+eve+--++-+tet+en--wh+eh--+s--epp++ee&+e--to--new 

sneweob++e~--•on~feee~red--d~r+n~-the--per+od--thot-e-so~nd 

+eve+-++ .. tet+on-odopted-by-the-d~pert•ent-+s-+n-eff~etw 

fSt!il A •anufacturer who certifies that a new 

$nOWaobile can ca.ply with the noise limitation requirements 

of this part shall affiw a permanent notice of that 

certification to every snowmobile offered for sale in the 

state of Montana. 

f6t1~ In certifying that a new snowmobile can comply 

with the noise limitation requirements of this part, a 

manufacturer shall make such a certification based upon 
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~easurements made in accordance ~ith SAE reco••ended 

Z practice Jl9Zo as amended. The depart.anto in enforcing the 

3 provisions of this section, shall make .easure•ents of 

4 snowmobile noise in accordance ~ith applicable practices 

5 outlined in the •Procedure for Sound level Keasure .. nts of 

6 Snowmobiles• (January. 1969)• as a-ended• used by tne 

7 interndtional sno~•obile industry association or ~ith such 

8 other standards for .aasure•ent of sound level as the 

9 department may adopt. 

10 titiQ! This section does not apply to organized races 

11 or similar competitive events held on: 

12 (a) private lands. ~ith the per•ission of the o~nert 

lJ lessee, or custodian of the land; or 

14 (b) public landso ~ith the consent of the public 

15 agency having the authority to grant such consent• provided 

16 that total sound produced by such an event may not e~ceed 50 

17 dbA at any point 50 feet or more outside the area under the 

18 control of the sponsoring entity.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 782 

INTROOUCEO 8V MENAHAN 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN AtT TO REQUIRE THE ANNUAL 

REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES AND ASSESSING A REGISTRATION 

FEE; REVISING THE TITLE REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOIIIMOfl tL E S; 

REI/ISING THE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOWHOBilf 

DEALERS; GENERALLY REVISING FEES AND THEIR ALLOCATION; 

PROVIDING A JI.EGISTRATION EliCEPTtDN FOR NONRESIDENT 

SNOWHOBIL~ RACERS; ELIMINATING THE OI5CRETION OF THF 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME OVER DECIBEL STANDARDS; AND 

AMeNDING SECTIONS l3-2-60lt 23-2-611 THROUGH Z3-:Z-611tt 

23-2-E>lbo 23-Z-blBo 23-2-619t AND 23-2-634t HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONU!,A: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-601, HCAt is a~ended to read: 

"l3-2-601. Definition of ter~s. As used in this part. 

the following ter•s shall have the .aanings indicated 

herein• unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another meaning is intended: 

~l1--~~iLi~~~__gf _ _gwneLibl~--~ao~-1Ue--~~u~eot 

ii~u~_b~b~di~~ign_gf__agiQL__~Oikl~--ai--PLi~--f~~ie 

uiWl~L2Lsum~hiPa 

iU __ ~t.lllllLi~il.ti:-llf--awiilut..Uw~-•~ru _t tu:_clilleL~:r. 

u~iQ.L_nille~i~UJ-.~ent--OL.-Unu_de~~L_tee.u. __ _au!.l 
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[..CgiUuU..iWL.UtiLUlL_i!_~~US.i on vear. 

ttt~ •dbA• .eans sound pressure level aeasured on 

the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

t~tii! •oepart•ent• means the depart~ent of fish an~ 

~a~e of the state of Montana. 

t!tiil "Hew snowaobile• aeans any sno~obile that has 

not been pre~iously sold to an owner, as defined in 

subsection ill• 

t~t~~ •operator• includes every person who operates 

or is in actual physical control of the operation of a 

snow,.obi le. 

tSt.L.l.l •own.,r" inc 1 udes every parson as defined 

hereint other than a lien holder or other person having a 

security interest only, holding a certificate of ownership 

to a snow~obile and entitled to the use or possession 

ther.,of. 

f6t!Bl •Person• incluct~s an individual, partnership, 

association. corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether incorporated or not and regardless of the 

de~ree of foraal organization. 

tfti~l "Roa1way• includes only those portions of any 

hi ghwdy, roado or street i 111pr ov"'d• <1es i gnedo or ord i nar i 1 y 

used for tra~el or parking of motor vehicles. 

f~t~l~ •snow~obile• incl<Jdes any self-propelled 

vehicle of an overall width of 48 inches or less. excluding 

-2-
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accessories. designed priearily for travel on snow or ice, 

8hich may be steered by skis or runners and w~ich is not 

otherwise regist~r~d or licensed under the laws of the state 

of "ontana.• 

Section 2. Section 23-2-611• ~CAo is a~ended to read: 

"23-2-611• Certificate of ownership. (l) ~o snoweobile 

~ay bu operated upon any public lands• trails• ease~entso 

lakeso rivers. strea•s• roadways or shoulders of roadways, 

streets• or highways. unless a c~rtificate of ownership has 

first been obtained fro• the division of motor vehicles in 

accordance with the laws of this Slate. 

(21 Before--~~h--eer~+f+ee~e-eey-be-obte+nedy~he Iba 

owner of a snoweobile shall sake application for a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon fares to be 

furnished for this purposes Wh+ch Ine_1~ shall require 

the following inforaation: 

(a) na .. of 1ba owner; 

(b) residence gf_t~~~ by town and county! 

(c) business or ho•e mail address gL~_o~~L: 

id) naee and address of ~Q¥ lien holder: 

(e) a-aunt due under 40¥ contract or lien; 

(f) na.e snd-eddre~~ of tba •anufacturer; 

(~) •odel nueber or naee; 

Chi ~er+e~ i~jcatjoo number; and 
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(I) na .. and address of tba dealer or other person 

fr~ whoe acquired. 

(3) fhe application shalt be signed by at least one 

owner or br a property authorized officer or representativ~ 

of the owner. 

(~) lf a certificate of ownership for-e-~nowmeb++e has 

previously been Issued under the provisions of this part. 

the apptication for a new certifica~e eust be accoapanied by 

the immediately previous cer~ificate or-by-en-aff+de•+~-~p6ft 

a-pre~er+bed-for•-~~~+ng-ander-oa~h-~ha~--~he--veh+e+e--~ad 

noe-been-opereeed-d~r+n•-~~-+• .. d+e~e+y-prev+oa~-yeer. This 

subsection does no~ apply ~o snowMObiles tha~ are purchased 

as new and unused •achlnes or that were operated when the 

provisions of this part were not in force and effect. 

(S) Upon co~~ple~ion of the application +n 

qa+n~ap++ea~e on foras furnished by the division of motor 

vehicleso the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant 

two copies of the application. one of •hich shall be marked 

•tile copy•y--anda Iba trBAiurer ~ forward one copy and 

the original applica~ion to the division• which shall eaa~e 

eo--be--en~ered ~ntgc the inforaation contained in the 

application upon the corresponding records of its office, 

and shall furnish the applicant a certificate of ownership 

which shall contain ~he 1b4t information foand--on in the 

application ~go~d~d_~~~4LX--~-~_a~~iQn and a 
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March 7, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Fish and Game) 

That House Bill No. 782 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 8, line 19. 
Following: "operated., 
Insert: ., on public lands" 

2. Page 8, line 21. 
Following: "on" 
Strike: "it" 
Insert: "both sides of the cowl" 

3. Page 11, line 21. 
Following: "yeur-:.-" 
Strike: the remainder of line 21 and lines 22 through line 1 on 

page 12 
Insert: " . " 

4. Page 12, line 11 through line 17. 
Following: "ameft~e~-:.-" 

Strike: the remainder of line 11 and lines 12 through 17 

5. Page 13, line 2. 
Following: "when" 
Strike: 11 0perating or" 


