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INTRODUCED flY 
~•m ""· .1JJ,. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT To PRDVID~ THAT ONLY 

ONE AUTOMOBILE HUMBER PLATE IS REQUIRED ~NO SHALL 8E 

OISDLAVEO ON THE REAR OF A VEHICLE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

10-1-110, lU-Z-301, lQ-2-3~3, 10-2-30~, 44-4-206, 6l-l-S08t 

61-3-l31 THROUGH 61-3-335, 61-3-3~2, 61-3-401 TllRllUGH 

61-3-405, 61-3-411, 61-3-421 THROUGH 61-3-423, 61-3-425, 

61-3-701, 61-3-321• 61-4-102, 61-4-103, and 61-4-lll• ~CA.• 

B~ IT ENACTED SY THE lEGISlATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 10-1-110, MCA• Is a.ended to read: 

•10-1-110. Distinctive license p'tet:~ llLU.e for 

national cuardsaen. In addition to the reJular license 

pte"~~ ~ prescribed by 1 aw. then> •ay be issued to each 

active 01eW1ber of the Montana national guard A c!istin<.tivr· 

license p+~t:~ ~bearing the words •national guard• and 

•Monl:ana"• said p~t:~ P-l.itt.& to be nu•ber<>d •"-~ei:~··of-~tH! 

with a different nuWiber following the 1ett<?r5. •HG". Plates 

shall be furnished by the division of ,~otor v<>hicles to th<> 

adjutant general, and by hi• issued to the •e•bers of thL 

active ~uard. The adjutant general shall infora the division 

of •uotor vehicles of each ~e~ JU.ilt.i: so issued. giving th•· 

number of the license, the naae, unit, and home address of 
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the •e.ber to who• issued• and shall be responsible for the 

recovery of said p'tet:es ~ and notification to the 

division upon the •e<nber beco<:1ing inelioible to use the•• 

P+~&$ A elate so is1ued shall ~ placed or .ounted on the 

vehicle over the regular license plate and shall be re.oved 

upon sale or other disposition of the vehicle. Said 

distinctive ptet:~ ~~ shall be renewed every 5 years or 

when lost, destroyed, or daeayed." 

Section 2. Section 10-Z-301, "CAo is aaended to read: 

•10-2-301. Free license p+ot:~ ~ to disabled 

veterans. Any person who Is a veteran of the ar .. d service 

of the United States and 100~ disabled because of an injury 

which has been determined by the veterans ad•lnistratlon to 

be service connected and who is a citizen and resident of 

the state of ~ontana and who Is the owner of a passenger 

autoaobile or of 3 truck up to and including three-quarter 

ton &VW-rated cap3city shall be provided with~ free license 

~ ~ upon pay•ent of personal property tax equal to 

1~ of the taxable value for such automobile or truck and 

upon proof of 100~ servic~-connected disability.• 

Section J. Section l0-2-303, H(.A, is a,..,nded to re"d: 

•10-2-303. Veteran~• free p+ete~ ~ li•ited to one 

autoaobile or truck. No disdbled veteran Is entitled to ~ 

free license p+~t-~ glgLe for ~ore t~~n one pass~ngPr 

.. utoJDObi1e or ;,n<· truck u,' to '!111 including t.,ree-quart<>r 

-~- H· B 7":~:.' 
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ton GYW-rated capacity.• 

Section 4. Section 10-2-304, ~(A, is •~ended to read: 

•tJ-2-30'>. Violation a •i,;deaeanor. ~ny person "ho 

violates 10-2-302 or 10-2-301 or "ho kno,.ingly and 

.. rongfully atte•pts to secure A free 1 i ~*.!OSe plet .. ~ ~ 

under 10-2-301 shall be guilty of a ~isrl~•eanor and punished 

by d fine of not less than 5100 or impr ison•ent for not •ore 

than 30 days, or both.• 

Section 5• 

•~t~t-lt-206. 

revo\ed at any 

discrP.tion. On 

Section '>4-4-206, ~CA, is a•ended to read: 

Revocation. Such registrations may be 

ti•e by the attorney general at his 

delivery of notice of rev~cationo the 

reyistrant shallo within Zit hours. deliver such license 

pl~es ~ and certificate of registration to the rlttorney 

general or his duly appointed aqent.• 

Section 6. Section 6l-3-3l1o M(A, is daended to read: 

•61-3-331. Assignaent of ~ nu•ber ~le~e~ ~· The 

county treasurer shall, at the tlae of issuing a 

registration receipt under 61-3-322• assign such aotor 

vehicle a distinctive nu•bero viZ•• the license plate 

nu.Oer, and deliver to the applicant two QD£ license p+etes 

~· as received fro• the division, which shall oear such 

distinctive numbers. The division shall ship saio 1 icense 

plates to ~he various county treasurers by freight• so that 

they will be received by the county treasurer on or before 
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January 1 of each year.• 

Section 1. Section bl-3-332. HCA, Is amended to read: 

"bl-3-332. ~u•ber plates. (1) fvery motor vehicle 

which shall be driven upon the streets or highways of this 

state shall display ~eth-~~eft~-end-~eer a~ nuaber plateo 

bedrlng the distinctive nu•ber assigned ~uch vehicle. Such 

nuaber plate shall be in eight series: one series for owners 

of Motorcars. one for owners of motor vehicles of the 

motorcycle type, one for trailers. one for trucks, one for 

dealers in vehicles of the •otorcycle type which shall bear 

the distinctive letter5 •MCo• or the letters •t·K" and the 

word •oEAlER•, one for franchised dealers in new Motorc~rs 

(including 

(including 

trucks 

trucks 

and 

and 

trailers) or new and used motorcars 

trailers) which shall bear the 

distinctive letter •o• or the word •DEALER•, one for dealers 

in used aotorcars only (including used trucks and trailers) 

which shall bear the distinctive letters •uo• or the let; 

•u• and the word •oEALER•, and one for dealers in tr~ilers 

and/or se•itrailers (new or used) which shall bear the 

distinctive letters •oTR• or the letters "TR" and the word 

•OEAL~R•. All such aarkings for the aforementioned kinds of 

dealers• plates shall be placed on the number plates 

assigned thereto in 5Uch position theraon as the divisio" 

may de~ignate. 

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles sho'l be 

-4-
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issued for a ~ir.imum period of ~ years. shall bear a 

distinctive marking, and shall be furnished by the state. 

In years when nu,.,.ber plates are not issuedo the division 

shall provide nonre•ovable stickers bearing appropriate 

registration numbers which shall be affixed to the license 

plates in use. 

(3) In the case of motorcar& and trucks. nu•ber plates 

shall be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. for 

number plates issued after 1976o the outline of the state 

of Montana shall be used as a distinctive border on such 

license plates• and the word •Montana• with the year shall 

be placed across the botto• of the plate. Such registration 

~late shall be treated with a reflectorized background 

~aterial according to specifications prescribed by the 

division. 

(4) The distinctive reqistration nu•bers shall begin 

with a number one or with a letter-nu•ber com~ination such 

as •• 1• or •AA t•, or any other sl•llar co•blnation of 

letters and nu•bers and be numbered consecutively for each 

seri~s of plates. The distinctive registration number or 

1etter-nu•ber co•bination assigned to the vehicle sh~ll 

appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and 

appe,ring in horizontal order on the same horizontal 

baseline. and the county numbe~ shall be separated fro• th2 

distinctive ~egistration nu•ber by a separation •ark unless 
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a let~er-nueber co•bination is used. The dieensions of such 

nuaerals and letters shall be deter•ined by the division. 

provided that all county and ~egistration nu•bers shall be 

of equal he lgtrt. 

(51 fo~ the use of ~a•-exe•pt actor vehicles, in 

addition to the markings herein provided• nu•ber plates 

shall have thereon the following distinctive •arkings: 

(a) for v .. hlcles owned by the state Ule division •ay 

desiqnat~ the prefi• nu•bc~ for the various s~ate 

departPentso and all nu•~ered plates issued to state 

departments shall bear the words •state Owned• and no year 

nu~or will be indicated thereon as these nu•bered plates 

will be of a peraanent nature. and will be replaced by ~he 

division at such ti•e when the physical condition of 

numbered plates requires sa•e• 

(b) For vehicles own~d by the cotJnties. 

municipalities, irrig~tion districts or~anized under the 

laws of Montana and not ope~ating for profit• and school 

districts and used and operated by officials and e•ployees 

thereof in lina of duty as such. and for vehicles on loan 

fro~ the United States govern~enL or the state of ~ontana, 

too or owned byw the civil air patrol and used and operated 

by officials and e~ployee~ thereof in the line of duty as 

such, there shall be placed on tht number 

the~etoo in ~uch position ther~on as 

-b-
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designate. the letter ••• or the word •EXEMPT•. Distinctive 

registration numbers 

of each of the counties 

for plates assi~ned to ~otor vehicles 

in the state dnd those of the 

•unicipalities and school districts situ-•t~d ~ithin each of 

said counties and those of the irriqation districts which 

obtain plates within each county shall beain with nu~ber one 

dOd be nu•bered consecutively. 

(6) On all nu~r plates assi~ne~ to ~otor vehicles of 

the truck and trailer type. other than tax-exe•pt trucks and 

tr~ilers. there shalt appear the letter •r• or the word 

•TRUtK• for plates assigned to trucks and the letters •T~• 

or the word •TRAILER• for plates assi~ned to trailers and 

housetrailers. fhe letters •Me• or the word •tYtLE• shall 

appear for plates assigned to vehicles of the .otorcycle 

type. 

(1) ~-p+~e1 A number plate issued to a passenger 

car. truck. trailer. or vehicle of the motorcycle type eay 

be transferred only to a replace•ent passenger car. truck• 

trailer. or .atorcycle type vehicle. No registration or 

license fee may be assessed upon a transfer of a nu•ber 

plate under 61-3-311 and 61-3-335. 

(K) For the purpose of this chapter. th9 several 

counties of the state shall be assi~ned nu•bers ~s follows: 

Silver ~owe 1; Lascade, ?; Yellowstone. 3; ~issoula. ~; 

LPwis and Ll~rk. 5; Gallatin. 6; Flathead. 7; Fer~USt a; 
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Powder River. 9; Carbon• 10; Phi11 ips. 11; Hill• 12; 

Ravalli• 11; tustero 14; Lake• 15; Oawson, lbi Roosevelto 

17; E~.,.,,,rhPad, 18; Lhouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big 

Horn. £2; l'tussel~hetl. 23; Blaine• 24; Madison. 25; Ponderao 

2b; ,, i chi andt 27; Powell • 28; Rosebud, 29; Oeer lodge, 30; 

t .. ton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure. 33; Sheridan, 34; 

Sanders. 35; Judith Sasin. 36; Daniels. 31; Glacier, 36; 

Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass. 40; HcCone. 4li tarter, 42; 

Broadwater, 43; Wheatland. 4~; Prairie• 45; Granite• 46; 

Meagher, 41; liberty. 48; Park, 49; Garfield• 50; Jefferson. 

51; Wibaux, S2; Golden Valley, 53; Hin~ralo 54; Petroleum. 

55; Lincoln• 56. Any new counties shall be assigned numbers 

by the division as they •ay be formed. beginnin~ with the 

nuiJib~.?-r ~7.• 

S~ction B. Section 61-3-333, MCA, is a.ended to read: 

•&1-3-333. Replacing a number p+e~e~ ~~· In the 

event of loss. 11utilation, or destruction of a nu.~ber l'+et,. 4 

~· andjor validation devices, the owner of ·_he 

registered motor vehicle may obtain fro~ the division 

d~++ee~e~ a duplicate thereof upon filinq sworn declaration 

showing such fact and payment of a fee of ~2. In the event 

of loss. mutilation. or destruction of a pioneer pte~e~ 

~~· ~~pt+eete~ a dypljcate may be obtained in the sam• 

11<1nner upon payment of a fee of S5." 

Section 9. Section 61-3-j34, HtA. is a~ended to read: 

-8-



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0750/0l 

"61-3-334· Expi~ation of regist~ation on t~ansfer of 

ownership of vehicle -- duty to reeove p+e~ ~- Upon 

the tr~nster of ownership of a Motor vehicle, the 

registration of the ector vehicle shall expire and It shall 

be the duty of the t~ansferor i.-ediately to re-ave the 

license ple~e~ ~ f~o• the vehicle.• 

Section 10. Section 61-3-ll~, MCAo is aeended to read: 

•61-l-335. Transfer of ~ license p~e~e~ ~ to 

another ~otor vehicle. Should the transferor Make 

application for the registration of another eotor vehicle at 

any time during the reeainder of the current registration 

year as shown on the original cettificate of registration, 

he may file an application in the office of the county 

treasure• where the eotor vehicle is taxableo upon a for• to 

b~ prepared and furnished by the ~ivisiono accoepanied by 

the original certificate of registration, for the transfer 

of the license ple~e~ ~· The application for transfer of 

the license p+~~ ~ fro• the aotor vehicle for which 

originally issued to a .ator vehicle acquired by th~ saee 

person in whose name the original license p~~e,-~e ~ 

~ issued shall be eade within 10 days fro• date of 

acquiring the vehicle. The use of the license p+~e' ~ 

shall not be legalized until proper transfer of~ license 

pf~e~ ~ has been eade.• 

Section 11. Section 61-l-342• MCAo is aeended to read: 

-9-
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•61-3-342. Tea~orary windshield sticker. Any purchaser 

of a eotor vehicle who Is unable to obtain~ license ~+·~~ 

~ froa the county treasurer at the ti~e he aakes 

application for registration or reregistration of said 

vehicle because the certificate of ownership is losto in the 

possession of third ~arties, or in the process of reissuance 

in this stat8 or elsewhere eay, upon eakin9 affidavit to 

that effect upon a for~ prescribed by the division and upon 

the payeent of a fee of 52 to be collected by the county 

treasurer and reeitt~d to the division, obtain fro~ the 

county treasurer of the county in which said vehicle is 

subject to tax a teaporary windshield sticker of such size. 

color• and design as the division aay prescribe• to be 

validated by the county treasurer for a period of 60 days 

froe the date of Issuance. Such purchaser. upon displaying 

such sticker on the lower right-hand corner of the 

windshield of such aotor vehicle. shall be entitled to 

operate such vehicle during the period for which such 

windshield sticker has been validated without displaying the 

ro~istration certificate or nueber plat~~-~ plate for the 

cur~ent year. Provided. however. the county treasurer shall 

not ~ell, and no person shall purchase. aore than one 60-day 

teaporary windshield sticker for any vehicle, the ownership 

of which has not changed since th2 issuance of the previous 

60-d~y windshield sticker.• 

-10- fl B 7 7~ 
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Section 12. Section 61-1-508, ~(~, is dmended to r~ad: 

•61-1-~03. Registration. •Re~i~tration• me~n~. dS ~s~d 

in ~art 1o chapter 6o reqistr.>ti'ln certificate or 

certificates and registr~tion p+~P5 ~ldl~ issued under the 

Jaws of this state pertaining to the r<><Ji51.r.Jtion of •otor 

vehicles.• 

Section 13. Section 61-3-401, "'CA, is JII<'Oded to n•od: 

•61-3-401. Definition of p~rson~Jized license p~~~• 

~~· ~•ene+lred A gersopaljzed license p•~~• ~· as 

us~d in 61-3-401 through 61-3-406, •~~ .ea~ license 

p+etes ~ that lt1t¥1t bu displ"Y"d upon i:~ ll the 

registration nullber assigned to th .. p<!SSIW•Jer •otor vehicle 

for which such registration nu~ber was issued in " 
coabinatlon of letters or nu•berso or botho requested by the 

owner of the vehicle.• 

Section 14. Section 61-3-402, HCA, i~ aaenderl to read: 

•6t-3-402o Personalized license p+et~• pl~~ 

authorized. Any person who is the registered owner of a 

.otor vehlcleo a trucko .otor ho11eo caeplng trailer, 

eotorcycleo or other vehicle for the owner's personal use 

registered with the division or who ~akes application for 

original registration of a aotor vehicle •~Y upon pJyment of 

the fee prescribed in 61-3-406 apply to the division for ~ 

personalized license p~~• ~ in the •anner prescribed 

in 61-3-405, which ~ete• ~ shall be affixed to the 
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•otor vehicle for which registration is sought in lieu of 

the regular license p+e~~ ~ provided for in this 

chupter.• 

S~ction 15. Section 61-3-403, MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•&t-3-403. Color and de5ign of personalized p+et~• 

~ta• The personalized license ~t~ ~ shall be the 

'dOle color and design as ~ regular passenger motor vehicle 

license p+~ ~ and shall consist of nu•bers or 

lett~rso or any co•bination thereof not exceeding eight 

positiuns and not less thiJO two positions. provided that 

there are no conflicts with existing passenger, com~ercialo 

trallero •otorcycleo or special license plate series under 

this title.• 

Section 16o Section 61-3-404, M(A, is amended to read: 

•61-3-.ao~t. Personalized license p+et~• a;.t1..a..U 

restricted to regi•tered owner. Per~one++re~ A persooallz~ 

license p+~~ ~shall be issued only to the registeren 

owner of the vehicle upon which th~y-ere ~ displ 3yec." 

Section 17. Section 61-3-405o MCAo is amended to read: 

•61-3-40~. Application for~ personalized ~nte~ ~~ 

dup1 ication-- good taste. An applicant tor issuance of a 

personalized licen~e p~t~ ~or renewal of such p+et~~ 

pl~ in subsequent years pursuant to 61-3-401 through 

bi-3-A06 shall f i 1 e an app1 i cation therefor in such form and 

by such date as the department may require• indirc+ing 

-12-
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ther~on the combination of letters or nu•berso or both, 

requested as a registration nu•ber. There shall be no 

duplication of registration nu~bers. and the division may 

refuse to issue any coebination of letters or nuebe~s, or 

both, that may carry connotations offensive to good taste 

and decency or which would be misleading or a duplic~tion of 

license plates provided for elsewhere In this title.• 

Section 18. Section 61-3-~llo MC.Ao Is a.ended to read: 

"61-3-411. Registration of motor vehicles owned and 

operated solely as collectors• ite•s• (1) Any owner of a 

motor vehicle •anufactu~ed in 1933 or ea~lier or 

manufactured in 1934 or later and .are than 30 years old, 

not fo~ gene~al 

the division an 

usee solely as a collectors• ite• and 

transportation purposes. •ay file with 

of application 

stating th» 

address of 

for 

name 

the registration 

and add~ess of the 

such 

owner. 

•otor vehicle 

the na•e and 

the person fro• who~ purchased, the make of the 

~otor vehicle, the gross weight thereof• the year and nu~ber 

of the model, and the manufacturer's identification nu•ber 

and serial number, and setting fo~th a specific statement 

that the vwhicle is owned and operated solely ~s a 

collectors• ite• and not fo~ general transportation 

purposes. Said application shall be sworn to before an 

officer authorized to ad•inister oaths• 

(2) The registration fee for all such sotor vehicles 

-13-
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weighing 2•850 pounds o~ less shall be S5• and the 

re9istration fee for all such ector vehicles weighing sore 

than 2,8'50 pounds shall be SlO. 

C3l Upon ~ec:elpt of said application for registration 

and pay•ent of the registration fee above provided for the 

division shall file said application and ~eglste~ the sotor 

vehicle the~ein described in the •anner specified in 

61-3-101• and shall deliver to the applicant: 

(a) for •otor vehicles •anufactured in 1933 or 

ea~l i er, ~- .QJlil 1 i cense ~~ ~ bearing the 

insc~lptlon •Pioneer--Montana• and the ~egistration nuebe~; 

or 

(bt for •otor vehicles .anufactured In 193~ or later 

and •ore than 30 years old,~ gne license p~~ ~ 

bearing the inscription •Vintage--Montana• and the 

rP~istratlon number. The year of Issuance shall not be shown 

on the plates. 

t•l No annual renewal of the registration of any such 

sotor vehicle shall be requi~ed, and the sase shall be valid 

as lon~ as the vehicle Is in existencP; provided, however• 

that upon any sale of such aotor vehicle, the pu~chaser 

shall be required to renew the registration thereof and pay 

the license fees hereinbefore specified.• 

Section 19· Section 61-3-421, MC.A, is a•ended to read: 

•&1-3-•Zl. Amateur radio operators special license 

-14- Hf3 ??~ 
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plate. Any •otor vehicle o~ner and resident of this state 

who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio 

station license and operator•s licens~. •conditional• or 

higher c1 ash issued by the f..,deral co•euni cations 

co .. ission of the United St.Jt<'So ~'lall upon wrItten 

application on for• prescribed by the divisiono acco.panied 

by proof of ownership of ~uch a~.,t~ur radio station license 

and operator•s licenseo be issued a lettered license ptst~ 

ru...u fft--pen-~wo--+dem>+eet+-y- -tet:t:ered--~-tY In 

a4dltlon to the reqular license ptet:e~ ~ prescribed by 

la .... There shall be sta•ped or !~pressed upon such special 

license p~ ~in clear lettering the official a•ateur 

radio call letters of such ~wn~r as ~s~i9ned to such o~o~ner 

by said federal co .. unlcations co•mlssiono and said ptst.­

~ so lettered shall be rene~ed concurrently wltho and at 

the ti.a of, the Issuance of the reqular .ator vehicle 

license pt~ ~·· 

Section 20. Section 61-3--\22o ~CAo is a .. nded to read: 

•61-3--\22• Issuance --application-- additional fee. 

The division shall issue '&+d ~ lettere~ license ptet:~ 

~ to ill1 a•ateu,- radio operet:&r, operator upon 

application sho~ing: 

11) proof that applicant is the o~ner and holder of 

such a•ateur radio station license and operator's 1 icens~; 

12) co•pliance with the state •otor vehicle laws 
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rel~ting to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, 

•nd upon ~he pay~entt or proof of the pay•entt of the 

r•'J'J I ar 1 i cens.e fee for 1 i cense plates as provided by 1 aw; 

and 

13) payment of a S~ additional fee.• 

Section 21. Section 61-3--\23, MCAo is amended to read: 

~bl-3--\23. Rules-- li•it of one f&en~+eet--pe+~--~~ 

~tet~' ~ for each operator. The division shall make such 

rules as •ay be necessary to procure compliance with all the 

la~s of the state regulating the issuance of motor vehicle 

licenses relating to the use and operation of motor vehicles 

befo,-e Issuing the lettered license p+e~ ~· The 

division shall not issue eore than one fdefttfee+-pe+r-o+ 

lettered license pt~~ ~for any licensed amateur radio 

station In any one licensing period.• 

Section 22. Section 6l-3--\25o MCAo is amended to r~ad: 

w&l-3--\25. Special ptet:e~ ~--how affixed to C?~ 

--sale or transfer of auto-- revocation or expiration of 

radio license. The lettered license ptet:~~ ~·as herein 

providedo e~ ~ to replace the regular license ptet:~ ~1£ 

on the .ator vehicle owned by said amateuf" radio licensee 

for such period of time as the amateur radio license is in 

force under the federal communications commission and thr 

special license issued hereunder is in force. but no longer. 

~henever such official amateur radio license is revok<C or 

-16-
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expires for whatever reasono such license plate shall be 

re~oved immediately by the owner of the .otor vehicle and 

the regular p+~e~ ~ again placed or aounted on the 

motor vehicle as in other cases. When the aotor vehicle is 

sold or otherwise transferred, the owner and holder of valid 

official amateur radio station and operator's license shall 

have the right to tr3nsfer the lettered p~e~e~ ~ to 

another motor vehicle owned by him upon such reasonable 

conditions as may be prescribed by the division. On the 

revocation or expiration of the acateur radio station and 

operator's licenses, the lettered license p+~es ~ ~s 

issued shall be returned and surrendered to the division.• 

Section 23. Section 61-3-701• MtAt is aaended to read: 

"61-3-701. Foreign vehicles used in gainful occupation 

to ~e registered reciprocity. (1) Before any foreign 

licensed motor vehicle shall be operated on the highways of 

this state for hire, co•pensationo or profit, or before the 

owner and/or user thereof uses the vehicle if such owner 

and/or user is engaged in gainful occupation or business 

enterprise, in the stateo including hi~hway wnrko th~ ownrr 

of such vehicle shall IRak., applIcation to a county tnnsurer 

for registration, upon an application for• furnished by the 

division. Upon satisfactory evidence of ownership subaitted 

to such county treasurer and the pay~ent of property taxes 

as is required by 15-8-201 through 15-8-203 or 1~-24-301o 
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th~ treasurer shall accept the application for registration 

and shall collect the regular license fee required for the 

vehicle. 

(2) The treasurer shall thereupon issue to the 

applicant a copy of the application entitled •Owner•s 

Certificate of Registration Receipt• and forw3rd a duplicate 

copy of certificate of registration to the division. The 

treasurer shall at the saaa tl .. Issue to the applicant the 

proper license p+e~es ~or other identification .arkerso 

which shall dt all ti•es be displdyed upon such vehicle when 

operated or driven upon roads and highways of this state 

during the period of the life of such license. 

(3) The registration receipt shall not constitute 

evidence of ownership• but shall only be used for 

registration purposes. No Montana certificate of title shall 

b~ issued for this type of registration. 

'4) This section shall not be applicable to any 

vehicle covered by a valid and existing reciprocal agree•ent 

or declaration entered into under the provisions of the laws 

of .a1on t.'Jina.• 

Section 2~. ~ection b1-3-32lo ~(A, is a•ended to read: 

•61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles public 

owned vehicles exe.pt fro• license or registration fees--

dis~osition of fees. (1) Registration or license fees shall 

be pai3 upon registration or reregistration of ~otor 

-18- If f3 7 ,..~~· .r" ,. ~ 
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venicl~s, t~aile~s. houset~ailerso and se.it~aile~s 

dcco~dance with this chapte~o a~ follows: 

in 

1 a 1 •oto~ vE<h i cl es wei qh in q 2, R50 pounds or unde~, 

other than .oto~t~uckso ss; 

(b) •otor vehicles weighing ov0r 2oB50 pounds, other 

than .oto~truckso SlO; 

(c) electrically driven pa~senger vehlcleso ~10; 

(d) a11 eotorcycleso sz; 

(e) tracto~s and/or t~ucks, SlO; 

(f) buses $hall be classed aS aoto~t~ucks and licensed 

accordlnglyJ 

(g) trai1e~s and se•ltraile~• less than Zo500 pounds 

.axi.u• g~oss loaded weiyht and housetraile~s of all 

weights. sz; 

(h) trailers and s~•itrail~~s over 2o500 up to boOOO 

pounds .axi.u• gross loaded weight• except nouset~aile~sw 

S5; 

I i) t~ailers and ~e•itrailers over boOOO pounds 

.axi.u• gross loaded weight• S10; 

(j) traile~s used exclusively in the transpo~tation of 

logs in the forest or in the transpo~tation of oil and qas 

well •achineryo road •achineryo and bridge .. aterial 

exclusively, new and secondhand, 

exclusively for the transportation 

bridge •aterialso shall pay a fee 
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regardless of size o~ capacity; 

(k) bicycles with aotor attach•ento S1. 

(l) All ~dtes shall be 25~ highe~ for ~otor vehicles, 

t~ailerso and se~itrailers when not equipped with pn~umatic 

tiros. 

131 Tracto~s• as specified in this section• shall Mean 

~ny ~otor vehicle except passenger cars used fo~ towinq a 

trailer o~ semitraile~. 

(~) If any moto~ vehicle, houset~ailer. trailer. or 

seGit~aller is o~iginally registered 6 months after the time 

of ~egistratlon as set by lawo the registration o~ license 

fee for the ~e•alnder of such yea~ shall be one-half of the 

regula~ fee above given • 

151 When a new plate is issuedo an additional fee of 

Sl per yea~ fo~ each registration of a vehicle shall he 

added to the registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall 

be forwa~ded by the respective county treasurers to th~ 

state treasu~er for deposit in the ~otor vehicle reco~d'"9 

account of the ear•arked revenue fund. Disbursements from 

the eotor vehicle recording account shall be made by warrant 

drawn by the division. 

(6) The p~ovisions of this part with respect to thP 

pay•ent of ~egistration fees shall not apply to or t.~ 

binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitr~il~rst o~ 

tractors owned or controlled oy the United States of A~P·ica 

-20-
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or any state. county. or city. but in all other respects the 

provisions of this section shall be applicable to and 

binding upon motor vehicles, tractors• trailers. and 

semitrailers. 

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the 

payment of re~istration fees do not apply when ~ number 

p~e~es-e~e Qlate js transferred to a replace•ent vehicle 

under 61-3-317(1)• 61-3-332(7}• and 61-3-335. 

(B) All fees, other than license fees. unless 

otherwise specifically provided, shall hereafter be 

deposited ino and paid into, the ear•arked revenue fund and 

shall be used to pay all salaries. operating expenses, and 

all other expenses of the division• including the 

manufacturer and delivery of license plates• Any reference 

in this code to the sotor vehicle recording fund or the 

motor vehicle administration fund shall be taken to Mean the 

motor vehicle recording account in the earMarked revenue 

funo.• 

Section 25. Section 61-~-102, HCAt is a.ended to read: 

•&1-4-102. Fees. (1) Upon saking such application, the 

applicant shall pay to the division. in addition to the fees 

required of dealers under the provisions of subsection(2)• a 

fee of ss. Upon receipt of the application, fee, and bond, 

as provided above. the division shall exa•ine the 

application, and •ay, prior to issuing a license. •ake 
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Individual investigation of the t~uth of the state•ents 

contained in the application. If the division is satisfied 

that the applicant qualifies for the Issuance of a deale~•s 

license under the provisions of this chapterw it aay 

thereupon issue the sase. 

(2} Registration or license fees shall be paid upon 

regist~4tion or re~eglstratlon of dealers In •otor vehicles 

o~ trailers as follows: 

(a) all dealers in •otor vehicles• a fee of S30o which 

shall entitle such deale~ to two ~s-~ numb~r plates, and 

$'5 additional fee for each additional ~et-ef nueber ~~e~e~ 

g1~ up to six 98~ ~· and sz additional fee for each 

additional ~-of nu~er p+~s ~· as •ay be applied 

for; 

(b) dealers in .otorcycles and t~allers• including 

housetrailerso S30. 

(3) If any dealer Is originally registered b •onths 

after the ti•e of registration as set by law, the 

~~gistration o~ license fee fo~ the re•ainder of such year 

shall be one-half of the regular fee above given. 

(4) A dealPr in motor vehicles or trailers who shal\ 

aaintain •ore than one place of business or who shall 

maintain any branch establish•ent or establish•ents ~ust 

regi~ter and pay d reqistration or license fer for each such 

place of business or establisheent. 

-22- liB 77b 
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(5) A new applicdnt for a us~d motor vehicle dealer 

license shall pay SJOO to the ~ivision in addition to any 

other su~s requireo by this section or other provisions of 

the law. An applicant for a r"''""""' of a used eotor vehicle 

dealer license shall certify unJer Odth that h~ has sold 

•ore than five used •otor vPhicl~s durin9 the preceding 

calendar 1ear or pay dO -<nditional ~300 before he may be 

licensed.• 

Section Zb. Section 61-~-103, ~~•• is a.anded to read: 

•61-~-103. Assignaent of dealer plates. (1, Upon the 

licensing of a dealer as a ne• motor vehicle dealer, used 

.ator vehicle dealer. or trailer, seeitrailer, or special 

.obile equipaent dealoro or a de1ler of the •otorcycle-type 

vehicl ee the dlvi sion shall .ns I gn to such dealer " 

distinctive serial license ntullb<!r as a dealer and after 

pa,.ant of fees furnish every qualified dealer In eotor 

vehicles with not less than two ~et~-o+ nu•ber plates, and 

as .any .ore as required according to need, which need shall 

be justified by the dealer with the initial application for 

license and each renewal. Assigned nu•ber plates shall be 

si•ilar to nueber plates furnished to owners of •otor 

vehicles but shall bear thereon, in addition to the se~ial 

numb~r assigned such dealer. the l~tte~ •o• if thP deale~ is 

authorized to sell new •otor vehicles (including t~ucks and 

truck trailers); the letters "UO" if the deale~ is 
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~uthorized to sell used •otor vehicles (including us<!d 

trucks and used truck trailersl; the letters "OTR" if the 

Je,•le~ is oJuthorl.zed to sell trailers. seMitrailers. or 

~pecial aobile ~quipeent (new or used); and the letters 

·~CO" if the dealur is authorized to sell vehicles of the 

~otorcycle type (new or used)• 

(2) With the exception of a dealer authorized to sell 

new .ator vehicles (including trucks and truck trailers) and 

to use the •o• plate, no dealer authorized to transact 

business under the provisions of this section may offe~ fo~ 

sale or trade any vehicle described in this section except 

such vehicles as are authorized by the plates assigned to 

hi<h If an applicant wishes to sell WK>re than one tyoe of 

vehicle. he Shall •ake application for each separate 

authorization• ~o dealer plate assigned to a dealer may be 

used on any vehicle other than the type described in this 

section. A dealer authorized to sell new motor vehicle~ an~ 

assi:,Jned a •o• plate is authorized to sell both new .md us"d 

~otor vehicles (including trucks and truck trailers), and 

•o• plates may be displayed on either new or used motor 

vehicles by a licensed dealer in new vehicles. 

[31 The division shall cause to be placed on each ~e~ 

o+ license p+ete~ ~issued to a dealer a serial number 

assiqned to each deale~ and the actual number of license 

plates issued to each dealer. The number of the d~aler ·~~11 
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follow the prefix of the county, and the nu~ber of plates 

issued the dealer shall follow the prefix of the county and 

the number of the dealer, the dealer's nu•ber to be 

separated fro• the county prefix by a dash• and the nu•ber 

of plat~s issued to a dealer to be separated fro• the 

Jealer•s number by a dasho as follows: dealer nu•ber ~ in 

Lewis and C.lark C.ounty would be nu•bered 5-~. and if the 

dealer were issued three ~~-ef plates, they would be 

numbered consecutively as follows• 5-4-1o 5-4-2• and 5-4-3. 

(41 Dealers properly licensed under this section are 

authorized to use and display dealer's license plates on any 

motor vehicle held for bona fide sale or used in the conduct 

of the dealer•s business in selling or demonstrating actor 

vehicles. No dealer's license plate shall be used or 

di~played on vehicles nor•ally used for hireo lease, or 

rentdl or for ~urposes not incident to the business of a 

motor vehicle dealer. Each dealer is accountable for each 

~Jato issued and shall certify quarterly to the division the 

disposition of each dealer plate assigned to the dealer, 

including the na•e• address, and occupation of the person 

~ri~arily using each plate. 

(5) If it shall appear to the satisfaction of the 

division, from infor•ation furnished to it by the sheriff or 

any other law enforcement officer• that any such dealer nas 

been improperly licensed, has used the dealer•s license in a 
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aanner other than the one herein authorized, or is not 

qualified as a dealer under the require•ents of this 

section, the 

person, fir•• 

co••l ss I on or 

division aay revoke such deal~r's license. No 

corporation, or 

profit, enqage 

association shall, for 

in the business of buying, 

selling, exchanging, or acting as a broker of new actor 

vehicles. trailers, or se•ltrailers unless duly licensed in 

co•pliance with this section (except trailers having an 

unladen weight of less than 500 pounds).• 

~ectlon 21. Section 61-it-lllo "CAo is a•ended to read: 

•61-lt-111• Used •otor vehicles -- transfer to and fro• 

dealers. (1) The provisions of 61-3-201(2) shall not apply 

in the event of the transfer of a actor vehicle to a duly 

licensed autoaobile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the saae only for de•onstration purposes. 

In such cases. the dealer shall not be required to aake 

application for a new certificate of own~rshlp or for 

registration during the period of his ovngrship of said 

vehicleo but upon his transfer of ownership thereof to a 

per~on other than a licensed aotor VPhicle dealer, the 

following act~ shall be required of the dealer on or before 

th~ tiaes herein set forth: 

(a) Prior to his delivery of the vehicle to the 

purci1aser, the de<'l<'r shall issue and affix to the rear 

window of said vehicle a sticker In for• to he prescribed by 

-26- f/(3 ?;7&, 
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the division and containlnq the na.a and address of the 

purchaser• date of sale, nd•e >'ld ·>d<Jress of the Jealer, anr' 

a description of the vehicle, inclu1ing its serial nueher. 

There shall be i~printed uvon sdin sticker in bold letters 

the following st<Jte-nt: •IT IS UNLAWFUL Tu PlACE A LICENSE 

~~H eJ.All UPON THIS VtH[(lE 'JNTIL IIEGISTfREO AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY TREASURER•. rne copy of said sticker 

shall be delivered by the dealer to the county treasurer in 

the aanner prescribed in subsection (l)(b) hereof. and a 

co~y shall be retained by the dealer for his file. 

(b) Rithin ~ workinq days following the date of 

delivery of said vehicle, the dPaler shall forward to the 

county treasurer of the county where the purchaser r~sldes 

the certificate of ownership dnd certificate of registration 

(if the saee <Jre then In his possession)• with an 

application for registration Pxecuted by the new owner in 

accordance with the provisions of h1-l-322, and a copy of 

the sticker affixed to said vehicle by the dealero and the 

division, upon receipt of said docueents fro• the county 

treasurer, toqether with the conditional sales contract or 

21 other lien, if any. shall issue a new certificate of 

22 ovnership and certificate of registration togeth~r with n 

23 state•ent of any conditional sales contract. eortgage, or 

Zit other lien as provided in 61-3-202. Trans•ission of said 

25 documents by the dealer to the county treasurer ~ay be 
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acco•pllshed either by personal delivery or by first clas~ 

mail• in which event they shall be deemed to have been 

lelivPr~d ~t the ti•e of Mailing. 

(c) Jf the dealer Is unable to forward the certificate 

of ownership andtor certificate of registration within the 

tiee set forth in subsection (lt(bl hereofo because the same 

are lost. are in the possession of third parties. or are in 

process of reissuance in this state or elsewhere, he shall 

comply in all other respects with the provisions of 

subs~ction(lJ(b) and shall forward the missing document or 

docu•ents to the county treasurer. either personally or by 

first class •ailo within 3 days after their receipt. 

(21 Upon coepliance by the dealer with the 

requirements set forth In this sectiono title to said ~otor 

vehicle shall be deemed to have passed to the purchaser as 

of the date of the delivery of said vehicle to him by the 

dealer, and the dealer shall have no further \iabil ity 

n•spons i b I 11 ty 

registration.• 

vith respect 

-End-
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