
CHAPTER NO. lo9 

HOUSE BILL NO. 775 

INTRODUCED BY SEIFERT, MOORE, FEDA, BENNETT, MARKS, SPILKER 

February 13, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

February 22, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

February 23, 1979 

April 5, 1979 

April 7, 1979 

April 9, 1979 

April 11, 1979 

April 12, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass 
as amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~ A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AllOW ATTORNEYS• 

S FEES TO A PERSON AllEGED TO HAVE ENGAGED IN A DISCRIMINATORY 

b PRACfiCE IF THE COMPLAINT IS DISMISSED; AMENDING SECTION 

7 49-2-S07t MCA.• 

e 

9 ae IT ENACTEJ BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section I· Section 49-2-507, HCAt is a.ended to read: 

11 •49-2-Sol. Procedure upon failure t.o find 

12 discrimination -- attgrneys• fees. Ll! If the co .. isslon 

13 finds that a person against ~ho• a coaplalnt ~as filed has 

14 not engaged in the discriainatory practice alleged In the 

15 complaint, it shall Issue and cause to be served on t.he 

lb complainant an order disaissing the ca.plaint. 

17 !21 Ibe persgn agajnst whoa the cgaplalnt ~as fjled j$ 

18 ~tltled to recover a reasopable attorneys• fee frga ~ 

19 person filing the cowplainta• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 775 

INTRODUCED BY SEIFERTo MOOREo FEOAo BENNETT, MARKS, SPILKER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW ATTOR~EYS• 

FEES TO •-PERSSN-·~~E&E8-f8-H*¥E-EM6A&EB-§M-•-etS&RtMfNAfeR¥ 

PRAEffEE--tF--,HE--~8HP~AtHf--fS-etSMtSSE9t-*MENBfN6-SEEffSN 

49-~-581T-ME* ltlf__f~lL~ PARTY lH__A__tll~lf~LD--~f 

tlfA&lHw ___ UNPEB !Hf~_!liH~ AC!i AMENDING ~ECTIDN 

~=.Z~!l1L-Itr.A·. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Refe~ to Int~oduced Bill 

(Strike eve~ything afte~ the enacting clause and insert:l 

S~1lDH-l• SECTlQN 49-2-505• fttl• IS A~tD_IQ__!IA~ 

·49-2-505. 

efforts to 

contested case hearing. (lJ If the infor•al 

eli•inate the alleged discri•ination a~e 

unsuccessfulo the staff shall infor• the co••lssion of the 

failu~e and the co .. lsslon shall cause w~itten notice to be 

se~vedo togethe~ with a copy of the c~plainto reQuiring the 

person, employer, business, co~po~ationo or agency charged 

in the complaint to answe~ the allegations of the co•plaint 

at a hearing before the co .. ission. 

(21 The hearing shall be held by the co .. ission in the 

24 county where the unlawful conduct is alleged to have 

25 occurred unless the persono eMploye~, business, corpo~ationo 
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HB 0715/02 

organization• agency. or the co .. lsslon requests a change of 

venue for good cause shown. The case in support of the 

coaplaint ••Y be presented befo~e the co .. lssion by the 

staffo the co•plainanto or an attorney representing the 

co•plainant. The hearing and any subsequent proceedings 

under this chaptero except as p~r•ltted under 49-2-508o 

shdll be held in accordance ~ith the Montana Adainistrative 

Procedure Act• 

(3) The c~iuion .. , ..ete I"'W'•••- for defraying 

the expenses of any indigent party in a contested hearing 

held pursuant to this chepter. 

,,. Jbe prevajljng partJ in • bearing uod&r this 

ae,tjon IAJ brjng an a,tjpn jn djJtrict court for attornaxs• 

~~~aYLL-in its discretion .. , •Jlqw~ prayajJiog 

lblU¥--LAUODAbJe att;oroars• fus. An .cUAD ynlfer tbjs 

~Wll-tuaL~QIQI:l¥-.JIIith tbe Kqnhna Bule!i of Ci.ltil 

e.:~w:tta• 

-End-

-2- H!! ll5 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 

•• 



'\ .. • .. ., 

't6th Legislature HB 0775/03 

1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

HOUSE BILL NOr 775 

INTRODUCED BY SEIFERT• HOOREo FEDAt BENNETT• MARKS• SPILKER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW ATTORNEYS' 

FEES TO A-PERS8N-AkkE&E&-~8-~YE-EN&A&Ee-~M-A-&f~R~M*~ 

PAA£~~&E--~F--~HE--&8MPkA*M'--~5-&fSMISSE~-AMEN9fN6-SE&~~8N 

~-!-S~y-M&A THE PREVAILING PARTY IN A CQNTESTED CASE 

~G UNQEB THE HUMAN BIGHTS ACT: AMENDING .SECTION 

49-2-5Q5• !te&,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAI 

Refer to Introduced Bill 

(Strike everything after the enacting clause and Insert:) 

SECTION 1. SECIIQN 49-2-505r Nt&r IS AMENDED TQ BEAD: 

•49-2-505. 

efforts to 

Contested case hearing. (1) If the lnforaal 

ellalnate the alleged discrlalnatlon are 

unsuccessful, the staff shall infora the coamlsslon of the 

failure and the co .. lsslon shall cause written notice to be 

19 served, together with a copy of the coaplalnto requiring the 

20 person, employer, business, corporation, or agency charged 

21 in the COWiplaint to answer the allegati.ons of the c-plalnt 

22 at a hearing before the c~lsslon. 

23 (21 The hearing shall be held by the co .. lsslon In the 

24 county where the unlawful conduct Is alleged to have 

25 occurred unless the person, e•ployero business, corporation, 
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HB 0775/03 

organization, agency, or the co .. lsslon requests a change of 

venue for good cause shown. The case In support of the 

co.plaint aay be presented before the co .. lsslon by the 

staffe the coaplalnantt or an attorney representing the 

coaplalnant. The hearing and 

under this chapter, except 

any subsequent proceedings 

as peraltted under 49-2-508, 

shall be held In accordance with the Montana Adalnlstratlve 

Procedure ACt• 

(3) The co .. lsslon aay aake provision for defraying 

the expenses of any Indigent party In a contested hearing 

held pursuant to this chapter. 

14) The preyalllng partr In a b@arlng under this 

•RGtlon ••¥ bring ln action lo dlstriGt court for •ttoroer•' 

f .. s. The court jo Its dlscratign .. , alloM the prayalliQg 

party reasonable attorn•r•' teas• An •ctlon under thla 

section eust coeply with th• Montana lulas pf tlyll 

Prgcadyra.• 

-End-
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