
February 13, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

February 21, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 772 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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INTRODUCI:D SY 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 

71-2-306 AND 77-2-307o MCAo TO ALLOW MONTANA INDIAN TRIBES 

TO PURCHASE STATF LANDS LOCATED WITHIN 

gQU~OARIES OF AN INDIAN RESERVATION.• 

THE EXTERIOR 

aE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 77-2-306o MCAo Is a•ended to read: 

•77-2-306. Who •ay purchase. (1) State lands shall be 

sold only to citizens of the United States or to persons who 

hav~ declared their intentions to becoae citizens or to 

corporations organized under the laws of this state ~ 

Montana lndjao trjbes. No person shall be qualified to 

purchase state land who has not reached the age of 1~ years. 

A~ far as possible to deter~ineo the lands shall be sold 

only to actual settlers or to persons who will i•prove the 

19 same and not to persons who are likely to hold such lands 

20 for speculative purposes intending to resell the same at a 

21 hiJher ~rice without havin~ added anything to their v~lue. 

22 (2) State lands •ay be sold to any sovereign state of 

23 the United States or to any board of trustees or public 

24 corporation or agency of such state created by such state as 

25 an 3qency or political subdivision thereof. Said lands aay 
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be purchased in the quantities set forth In 77-2-307 for use 

by 5UCh state• board of trustees. public corporation, 

dgency. or political subdivision for educational or 

scientific purposes.• 

Section 2. Section 77-2-307• MCAo is a•ended to read: 

•77-2-307. Li•itation on acreage. :"'o person or 

corporation shall be @ntltled to purchase aore than one 

section of state land• and this area shall not Include •ore 

than 1b0 acres of land susceptible of irrigation. These 

li•itations as to area and irrigablllty shall not apply to~ 

!&l lands within a federal Irrigation project wherein 

the COoqress of the United States of A•erica authorizes 

water to be furnished to an area exceeding 160 lrrlgable 

acresw.& QL 

lb! land$ pyrcba$ed by Montana lodjao tribeS wbeneyer 

jt js 4eter•jned that tbe $ale of a great~r a•ount pf 

acreage j$ jn tb# best interest of the $tate_gf_~~· 
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