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HOUSE BILL NO. 763 

INTRODUCED BY EUDAILY, LORY, GOULD, ELLIS 

February 12, 1979 

February 16, 1979 

February 17, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

February 20, 1979 

March 3, 1979 

March 6, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 10, 1979 

March 14, 1979 

March 15, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 
*9 '"' ... '" ~ , .:.t7 &Z 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDz •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

61-8-3Slo HCAo TO REQUIRE DRIVERS TO STOP FOR SCHOOL BUSES 

DISPLAYING FLASHING RED SIGNALS IN TOWNS OR CITIES AND TO 

REQUIRE SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS TO ACTUATE AMBER AND REO WARNING 

LIGHTS WITHIN CITIES DR TOWNS.• 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 61-&-351o HCA9 is a .. nded to read: 

•61-8-351· Meeting or passing school bus. {l) The 

driver of a vehicle upon a highway or street eitber lo~ine 

2r outside the corporate ll•its of any city or town upon 

eeeting or overtaking fr~ either direction any school bus 

~hich has stopped on the highway or street for the purpose 

of receiving or discharging any school children shall stop 

th~ vehicle not less than 10 feet before reachln~ such 

school bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual 

flashing red signal as specified In 61-9-402 and s~id driver 

~hall not proceed until the children have entered the school 

bus or have alighted and reached the side of the h lgh>o·ay ill: 

au:~ on which they 1 ive and until such school bus res•.>mP~ 

motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proc~ed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle ~ust slow and proceed with 
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LC 1332/01 

caution when .aeting or overtaking fra. either direction any 

school bus which is preparing to stop on the highway QL 

aL&&t for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 

school children as Indicated by flashing a•ber lights as 

specified in ~1-9-~02. 

{2) Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

visible signs containing the words •SCHOOL sus• in letters 

not less than a Inches In heightt and in addition shall be 

equipped with visual signals •eeting the requlre.ents of 

61-9~02. A.Oer flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approxl.ately 150 ftat io cities •nd apprpxl•«t•l¥ 

500 feet in ather areas before the bUS is stopped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highVay Q[ st[ae\• Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

vh~n~ver but only whenever such vehicle Is stopped on the 

hiqhvay Q[ street wbetner jnside Q[ oytsjde the co[pg[ate 

~ Qf aax ciLx-OL~ for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. 

(3) When a school bus is being operated upon ~ highw~y 

for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

children either to or fro• school all .arkings thereon 

indicating •sCHOOl BU~" shall be covered or concealed. 

(4) The driver of a vehicle upon • highv~y with 

upon •eetin9 or passing a 

H B 7~3 
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roadways need not stop S<'parate 
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LC 13 32/01 

1 ~chool hus which is on a different roadway or wh~n upon a 

2 contTo,led-access highway and the school bus is stopp"d in a 

3 loadin1 zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highw~y 

~ and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 

5 Toadw~y.• 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY ~~~-
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

61-8-3'>1• MCA• TO REQUIRE DRIVERS TO STOP FOR SCHOOl BUSES 

DISPLAYING FLASHING RED SIGNALS IN TOWNS OR CITIES AND TO 

REQUIRE SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS TO ACTUATE AMBER AND REO WARNING 

LIGHTS WITHIN CITIES OR TOWNS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 61-&-351• MCA, is a .. nded to read: 

•61-8-351• Meeting or passing school bus. (1) The 

driver of a vehicle upon a highway or street either Inside 

2e outside the corporate li•its of any city or town upon 

.eeting or overtaking fr~ either direction any school bus 

which has stopped on the highMay or street for the purpose 

of receiving or discharging any school children shall stop 

th~ vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such 

school bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual 

flashing red signal as specified in 61-9-402 and said driver 

shall not proceed until the children have entered the school 

bus or have alighted and reached the side of the highway GL 

~Le~ on which they live and until such schnol bus resu~es 

motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. In 

addition the driver of a vehicle .ust slow and proceed with 
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caution when, .. eting or overtaking fr~ either dfrwction any 

5Chool bus lolhlch 15 preparing to stop on the highway aL 

~ for the purpose of receivinq or discharging any 

school children as indicated by flashing .. ber 1lght5 •s 
specified in 61-9--.oz. 

(2) Every bus used for the tran5portatlon of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

vi51ble signs containing the words •StHOOL aus• in letters 

not Jess t.haft a.tnches In height. aftd In acldlt.ton sh11 be 

equipped with visual 5ignals ... tlng the requlre .. nt5 of 

61-9-,.02. Aeber flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approxlaately 150 , .. t io cltl•• •od •JArpwl.atel¥ 

j500 feet in qt.bar areas before the bUS is 5t.opped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highway or str«at• Red 

llght5 5ha11 be actuated by the driver of said 5chool bus 

whenever but only whenever 5uch vehicle Is stopped on the 

high~ay gr street •betbpr inside gr outside the cqrpgrate 

li•its or 40¥ cjty or town for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging school children. 

(3) When a school bus is bei·ng operated upon a highway 

for purposes other than the actual transportation of 

children either to or fro• school all .arkings thereon 

indicating •SCHOOL sus• shall be covered or concealed. 

(It) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with 

separate roadways need not stop upon aeeting or pas5ing a 

-2- 1113 703 
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LC 1332/01 

1 school bus which Is on a different roadway or when upon a 

2 controlled-access highway and the school bus Is stopped In a 

3 loading zone which Is a part of or adjdcent to such highway 

~ and where pedestrians are not per•itted to cross the 

5 roadway.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 763 

INTROOU,ED BY EUDAILY• LORY, GDULDo ELLIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTID~ 

6l-8-351o MCA, TO REQUIRE DRIVERS TO STOP FOR SCHOOL BU~ES 

DISPLAYING FLASHING REO SIGNALS IN TOWNS OR CITIES AND TO 

REv~i~E CLARIFY WHE~ SCHOOL SUS DRIVERS A&f TO ACTUATE A~8ER 

AND RED WARNING LIGHTS WITHIN CITIES DR TOWNS.• 

BE IT E~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONT~NA: 

Section lo Section 61-8-3'>1• MCA, is aftended to read: 

•61-8-351. Meeting or passing school bus. (1) The 

driver of a vehicle upon a hiqhway aC stceet eitbftr lnJlde 

QL outside the corporate li~its of any city or town upon 

meeting or overtaking fr~ either direction any school bus 

which has stopped on the highway oc street for the purpose 

of receiving or discharging any school children shall stop 

the vehicle not less than 10 feet before reaching such 

school bus when there is in operation on said bus a visual 

flashing red siqnal as specified in 61-9-~0Z and said driver 

shall not proceed until the children have entered the school 

bus or have alighted and reached the side of the highway QL 

~~~t on which they live and until such school bus resu~es 

motion or the driver has signaled traffic to proceed. ln 

addition the driver of a vehicle •ust slow and proceed with 
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HB 07&3/02 

caution when .eeting or overtaking fro. either direction any 

scnool bus which is preparing to stop on the highway QL 

~~ for the purpose of receiving or discharging ~ny 

school children as indicated ~Y flashing a.ber lights as 

specified in bl-9-~02. 

(21 Every bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly 

visibl~ signs containing the words •scHOOL Bus• in letters 

not less than 6 inches in height. and in addition shall be 

equipped with visual signals .eeting the require.ents of 

61-9-402. A~r flashing lights shall be actuated by the 

driver approxl•ately 1§0 feet in cltles aod appro&L~ 

SOO feet iD~b&L-~ before the bus is stopped to receive 

or discharge school children on the highway QL__~t~· Red 

lights shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenev~r but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 

hi ~nway aL--llU.e.L..¥1:U:.t.~.L.uui®_jlL_IW.UJ.WLt.~~nLPilut.i: 

li•~-~Lt¥-QL-1Q.O for the purpose of receiving or 

discharqing school children. ~&1--A--SC~aDL_Qlii&ltl 

IW!&lLilf _l.!Wlllli-l!lli.JfLl!L_.DISr.R EI I «ms. __ !Jl2fL_A _ _fflUt.l 

fE.Iilllll.Ultlli __ ltif....DfE&AIUULCLAl!llU..-OILl!.f!Ll.lli!ii Lilt~EtLL!IUi 

lS -~ItltltJL!Lll! L~tiOOl._lil LE.C1Lf11R tQS.E..LOL_& f.t.ll1~_11& 

IU~J.Ii6.RiiltfL-Sr.ti!lQL_LI:W.QAft:L_&Wl_.SUCH 8ECEl£LO!.JlllC.l:U&!if 

~OtS-HOI_lN~CL1E-ilBffl_t&!JSil~al-ltlf_t~lLQafHL _ _AMD_-1UtH 

~~tll~-M6l-~CI-aLilffR!lfD_ltt_11UL!~f-iULtl_!_fQLlt~ 
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(3) When a school bus is being ope~ated upon a hlqhway 

Z for pu~poses othe~ than the actual transportation of 

1 child~en eithe~ to or f~o• school all •arkinqs the~eon 

~ indicating "SCHOOL BUS" shall be covered or concealed. 

5 (4) The drive~ of a vehicle upon a highway with 

6 sepa~ate roadways need not stop upon aeetinq or passing a 

1 school bus which is on a different ~oadway o~ when upon a 

B controlled-access highway and the school bus Is stopped in a 

9 loading zone which is a part of o~ adjacent to such highway 

10 and where pedestrians a~e not pe~eitted to cross the 

11 ~oadway.• 

-End-

-]- H!l 763 
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March 3, 1979 

SEN/\'I'E S'I'/\ND INC COMMI'l"l'EE HEPOn.'l' 
(Education) 

Thut House Bill No. 763 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: line 6 
Strike: "REQUIRE" 
Insert: "CLAHIFY WHEN" 
Following: "DRIVERS" 
Insert: "ARE" 

2. Page 2, line 19. 
Following: "children." 
Insert: "However, a school district board of trustees may, in its 

discretion, adopt a policy prohibiting the operation of amber 
or red lights when a bus is stopped at the school site for 
purposes of receiving or discharging school children and such 
receipt or discharge docs not involve street crossing by the 
children; and such lights may not be operated in violation of 
such a policy." 


