
February 10, 1979 

February 19, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 725 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Rereferred to Committee on 
Taxation. 
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I NTROOUCED BY 

~ccoo._LlS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVlSE THE 

LA"S RELATING TO TREATMENT Of ALCOHOLISM; AMENDING SECTIONS 

~3-24-l03o 53-24-203, 53-24-204o AND 53-24-207, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-2~103• MCA• Is ... nded to read: 

•53-24-103. Definitions. For purposes of this ch.pter, 

the follo~ing definitions applyz 

(1) •Alcoholic• .. ans a person ~ho habitually lacks 

~elf-control as to the use of alcoholic beverages or uses 

alcoholic beverages to the extent that his health is 

suustantially l~aired or endangered or his 50cial or 

economic function is substantially disrupted. 

(2) •Approved private treateent facility• .eans a 

private agency •eeting the standards prescribed in 

53-24-208(1) and approved under 53-24-208. 

(3) "Approved public treat.ent facility• .sans a 

treatment ~qency operating under the direction and control 

of the depart•ent or providing treat.ant under this chapter 

through a contract with the depart.ent and approved under 

'33-24-208. 

(41 •DepartMent• .. ans the departsent of institutions 
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provided for in 2-15-2301• 

(5} •Faally ... ber• is the spouse • .other. father. 

childo or •eaber of the household of an alcoholic ~hO$e life 

has been affected by the actions of the alcoholic and •ay 

require treataent. 

(ot •Incapacitated by alcohol" .. ans that a person. as 

a result of the U$e of alcohol. Is unconscious or has his 

judgaent other~i5e so lapalred that he is incapable of 

.realizing and aaking a rational decision ~ith re•pect to his 

need for treat.ent• 

(l) •Incoapetent person• aeans a person who has been 

adjudged lncoapetent by the district court. 

(8) •Intoxicated person• .aans a person whose eenta+ 

~•otjooal or physical functioning Is substantially impaired 

as a result of the use of dlcohol. 

(9) •Prevention• has .. aning on four levels; thesa 

ar~: 

(at education to provide information to the school 

children and general publIc re1 ·•t i ng to alcohol dependence 

and alcoholis•• treat•ent, and r~habilitative services and 

to reduc"' th" consequences of 1 i fe exp"r i ences acquired by 

contact ~ith an alcoholic; 

(bt early detection and recovery froa the illness 

before lasting eMOtional or physical da•aget or botho have 

occurred; 

-2- H G ?~S 
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 



1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

b 

7 

9 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

u 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

l2 

23 

2~ 

25 

LC 1833/01 

(c) if lasting eeotional or physical da•ageo or botho 

have occurred, to arrast the illness before full disability 

has been reach~di 

{d) the provision of facility require•~nts to ~e~t 

division progra• standards and i•prove public accessibility 

for ~~rvices. 

(10) •Treat.ent• •eans the broad rdn4e of emergency, 

outpatient, interaediateo and inpatient services and careo 

including diaqnostic evaluation, •edicalo 

psychological, and social service care-. 

psychiatric, 

vocat.ion.o~l 

re~lbilitationo and career counseling, ~ich •ay be extended 

to a~cohollcso Intoxicated persons, and faally ... bers.• 

Section z. Section 53-2~-203, KCAo is a•ended to read: 

•s3-2~203. Duties 

shall: 

of depart8ent. The departaent 

(1) plano proeoteo and assist in the support of 

alcoholls• and drug dependence prev9ntiono treataento and 

control progra•s; 

(Z) conducty-- ~pa~,e•y----eftd----~~----rese~ehy 

~~~~~~ftST----~----~~~~y---+fte+~~~--ev~~ 

eyalyations of all ~'~-e# alcoholis• and drug dependence 

progra•s; 

(3) assist the develop.ent of educational and training 

proqra~s relative to alcoholis• and drug dependence e~ 

ee~y-en-p•&gra., to assist the public ~ftd--t~ehn+ee+--~n~ 
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p•ofess~ena•---~ps In becoeing fully infor•ed about 

alcoholls• and drug dependence; 

(~I ~ro~otE• developo and assist. fonancially dnd 

otherwise, 

a<'l•inistered 

alcoholism 

by other 

and 

state 

drug dependence programs 

agencies, local government 

aqenciest and private nonprofit orqanizations and agencies; 

(5) encouraqe and proeote effective use of facilities, 

resources. and funds in the planninq and conduct of progra~s 

and activities for prev<>ntion, treatllt<:nt• anrl control of 

alcohol I s• and drug dependence ando in this respect. 

cooperate with and utilize to the maximum possible extent 

the resources and services of federal, state. and local 

agencies; 

(6) developo encourage, and foster statewide, 

regional, and local plans and programs for the prevention of 

alcoholism and treat•ent of alcoholics and intoxicated 

persons in cooperation with public and private agPncieso 

orJanization!o• and individuals and provide technic,, 

assistance and consultation services for these purposes; 

(71 coordinate the efforts and enlist the assistance 

of all public and private agencies, organizations. and 

individuals interested In prevention of alcoholism and 

treatr.ent of alcoholics and intoxicated persons; 

( 8) cooperate with the board of pardons in 

establishing and conducting programs to provide treatmPnt 
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for alcoholics and intoxicated persons in or on parole fro• 

penal institutions; 

(9) cooperate with the state board of education. th~ 

superintendent of public in&truction. schools• pollee 

depart~ents. courtso and other public and private agencieso 

organizations. and Individuals in establishing programs for 

the prevention of alcoholism and treat•ent of alcohOlics and 

intoxicated persons and preparing currlculu• •aterials 

thereon for use at all levels of education; 

(10) pr&perey---p~b++s~y evaluate. and disseminate 

educational .aterial dealing with the nature and effects of 

alcohol; 

(11) develop and impleaento as an integral part of 

treatment proqra•s• an educational pro':Jra• for use In th~ 

treat~ent of alcoholics and intoxicated personso which 

p roq ram shall include the disse•ination of Information 

concarning th~ nature and effects of alcohol; 

t~~t-ePg8ft+~e--end--f~~r--~n+~-pr&grems--for-e~ 

per~oft~-enge~-~ft-~ree~•e~-of-e+e~e++e~--eftd--~~ew+ee~ed 

pet'~eft~t 

tt~t-~pon~eP-end-ene~t'e~-t'e~eet'e~-~n~e-the-eeH~e~-nnd 

ne~re---ef--e+eo~o++~-eftft-~~~~--ef--e~~~+es--en~ 

~"~-+el'!t.ed-""1MJP_,. ___ d--Ht"Ye--~--f!""-e+~n~-- -+er 

+n+eP•et+Oft-pe+~+n~-~e-a+ee~e+•~ 

~tLlZl specify uniform •ethods for keeping 
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statistical inforaation by public and private agencies. 

organizations, and Individuals and 1 QDl¥ as specificall¥ 

fundedr collect ~nd aake available relevant statistical 

lnfor•ation• including nuaber of persons treated, frequency 

of adalssion and readaisslon. and frequency and duration of 

treatr.1ent; 

~§tllJ.J. advise the governor In the preparation of a 

co•prehensi v.a plan for treat•ent of alcoholics and 

intoxicated persons for inclusion in the state's 

comprehensive hedlth plan; 

+lbt .L1ll t ev i ew all state heal tho 1111e 1 fare. and 

treat-nt plans to be subltltt:ed for federal funding under 

federal legislation and advise the governor on provisions to 

be included relatinq to alcoholis• and intoxicated persons; 

f~~til2l assist ~--~--deYelep•en~-ef. and cooperate 

withy alcohol education and treat.ant progra•s for eaployees 

of state end-+oe&+-'JO'<M!P-9Y~n---- -en.t--+ftdltffr+

+n-~he-~~e goyernaent; 

tt6t-t~Hl+re--~IM--•J'PO~-ne-~~ef--HtHre~t:e-d 

persons-+n-~ne-ee.a~ityy-pet'~+~~+y-~ee~~-e~e~e++e~Y 

te-~neeuP~~e-ele~l+e~-~-ve~~~+y-ender~~reeeme~t 

+l9t~ cooperate with the departaent of justice in 

establishing and conducting proqra•s designed to deal with 

th~ proble~ of person~ operatin9 ~otor vehicles vhile 

intoxicated; 
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tr&tLlll efteewPege ~ general hospitals and other 

appropriate hedlth facilities to adrli t without 

discri•ination alcoholics an1 intoxicdted p~rsons and to 

provide the• with ade4uate and dppropriate treatw~nt ~ 

proyjded jo Pele 91 blb !Seep 3211 and Polo 91-282; 

t~~t~ encoura~e all health and disability insurance 

proqra•s to include alcoholis• as a covered illness; and 

fi!i!t.LJ..il sub .. It to the gov.ornor an annual 

covering the activities of the depart•ent.• 

report 

Section 3. Section 53-Z .. -ZOito MCAo is ~•ended to read: 

•s3-Zit-201to Powers of depart•ente To carry out this 

chap\".ero the depart-nt •ay: 

(1) accept gifts, grants, ano donations of aoney and 

property fro• public and private sources; 

(2) enter into contracts; 

[1) acquire eftd-d+spese of oroperty; 

{It) plant estdbl ish, a:;sj :;t,, dnd •aint·~in treatment 

progra•s as necessary or-d~+ree+e; 

(5) coordinate 

alcoholis• proqra•s 

its activities and 

in this and other 

cooperate with 

states and •ake 

contracts and other joint or cooperative arrange•ents with 

stateo local, or private agencies in this and other states 

for the treatment of alcoholics ana intoxicated persons and 

for the co•mon advance•ent of alcoholls• programs; 

(o) do other acts and things necessary or convenient 
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to execute th~ authority expressly granted to it; and 

(7t provide treat•ent facilities 

intoxicated ~rsons, and fa•ily •e•~ers.• 

for alcoholics, 

Section "• SEction 53-24-207, HCA, is amended to read: 

•s3-Z't-Z07. Co•prehenslve program for treatment. (lJ 

The depart•ent shall establish a ~ comprehensiv" anrt 

coordinated progra• for the treat~nt of alcoholics, 

intoxicated persons. and family me•bers. 

(2) The program shall include: 

tet--emergeney--~ree~~~-prev~~e~---by---e---fee~+~ty 

e+f+++e~ed--.+~h-or-per*-of-tfte-sed+ee+-serv+ee-o+-e-,enere+ 

h~e+~ 

tbti4l Inpatient treat•ent; 

tetLbl lnter•ediate treat•ent; and 

tdt~ outpatient and follow-up treatment. 

(3• The depart.ent shall provide for adequate and 

appropriate treat ... nt for alcoholics and intoxicated persons 

dd•itted under 53-2<t-301 through 53-2<t-304• Tr.,atln<'nt m 

not be provided at a 

lneates. 

correctional institution except for 

('tt All ~ppropriate public and private resources shall 

be coordinated with and utilized in the program if possible. 

(S) The department shall prepare. publish, and 

distribute annually a list of all approved public and 

private treatment facilities.• 

-~ij~-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
Requt>st No. 411-79 

I' I SCAI. N(YI'I': 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 20, __ 1979 , there is hereby 
submitted a Fiscal Note for House Bill 725 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Ass~mbly:~ckground information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Plann:ing, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

- -- - ---- --- -- - ·- ------------- ---

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to generally revise the laws relating to treatment of alcoholism. 

ASSUMPT[ONS: 

1. The training function of the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division will be eliminated. 

2. Alcohol Programs (38) will have to go outside of slate for training (Salt Lake City 
nearest place.) IRngth of training time two weeks. State Earmarked Funds will 
bt' able to absorb $27,190 in FY 80 and $28,209 in FY 81. The balance will have 
to come from county alcohol monies. 

3. ~~ducational material on alcoholism will not be prepared by ADAD. 

4. Programs would have to apply for and obtain the Federal Alcohol Incentive Grant 
in the amount of $151,500 to maintain Detox treatment. If the grant is not picked 
up, the counties would have to pick up the expense to maintain Detox. 

FiSCAL IMPACT: 

State Alcohol Funds 
Personal Services 
Op~rating Expense 
Grants 

Total 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

FY 80 

($16,270) 
(10,920) 

27 190 -----.L ~-- .. 

() 

FY 81 

($17,084) 
( 11' 125) 

-~~ 

0 

Counties would incur the following additional costs: 

Training Costs 
Detox Treatment 

Total 

$ 45,010 
__! ~ ~.1 ?~QQ_-

$196 510 
----- _J____ ·--· -----

Training costs would be funded from county 
funded with federal funds. 

$ 43,991 
__!_S_!_t.?_Q_Q___ 

alcohol funds and Detox treatment would be 

~cl_g. k 
;\UDGET DIRECT~I~ ~ 

11 J ,, 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

• 
nate: .~N/~ J/7 7 ___ _ 

•---------------~--


