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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS TO ESTABLISH PROGRAMS FOR SERVING GIFTED AND 

TALENTED CHILDREN; PROVIDING FOR AOHINISTRATJON OF SUCH 

PROGRAMS; AND AMENDING SECTION 20-9-507, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANAI 

NEW SECTION. Section 1• Definitions. As used in 

(sections 2 through 6Jo unless the context clearly Indicates 

othervlseo the folloving definitions apply: 

(1) •Gifted and talented children• .eans children of 

outstanding abilities who are capable of high perforwance 

and require differentiated educational proqra•s beyond those 

norm3lly offered in public schools in order to realize their 

contribution to self and society. Gifted and talented 

children include those with demonstrated achieve•ent or 

potential ability In one or sore recognized areas such as 

general intellectual ability. specific acade•ic aptitude. 

creative or productive thinking, leadership ability, visual 

and performing artso and pyschomotor ability. 

(2) •Professionally qualified person• .. ansa teachero 

administrator, school psychologist, counseloro currlculu• 

specialist. artist. •usiciano or any other person with 
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special training who is qualified to appraise a pupil's 

special co•petencies. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Advisory council for gifted 

and talented children progra•s• (1) The superintendent of 

public instruction shall: 

(a) establish a state gifted and talented prograa 

advisory council consisting of at least seven ... bers 

re~resentlng educator~• parents• and citizens; or 

(b) assign to an -tablished advisory council 

additional responsibilities for gifted and talented children 

prograas. 

(2) Nhen a state gifted and talented prograa advisory 

council Is created pursuant to subsect ion (lh the 

superintendent of public instruction aust appoint aeabers In 

such a wanner as to assure representation fro• all 

geographic areas of the state and that at least half of the 

council .eabers represent second- and third-class school 

districts. 

NEH SECTION. Section 3. Duties of advisory council --

organization and coepensatlon. (1) The advisory council 

provided for In [section 2] has the following duties: 

(a) to advise the superintendent of public Instruction 

on the criteria and procedures for the subaission of 

proposals; 

(b) to review proposals submitted by school districts 
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and •ake reco..andatlons for approval to the superintendent 

of public instruction; and 

(c) to advise the superintendent of public instruction 

regarding the adequacy and co•pleteness of project 

evaluation procedures. 

(2) The council"s organization. ~~etingso quoru~. and 

coMpensation are as established in £-15-122. 

NEW SECTION. Section it• Progra•5 to identify and 

serve gifted and talented children. (l) A school district 

aav identify gifted and talented children and institute 

pro9ra•s to serve thea. 

{Z) In Identifying gifted and talented children• the 

school district shall: 

(a) consult with professionally qualified persons and 

the parents of a child being evaluated; 

(b) consider a child•s de.anstrated or potential gifts 

or talents as defined In [section 1(1)]; and 

{c) use a •ultiplicity of assess•ent _.thods, 

including objective .easur.-ents and professional assesseent 

.easura.ents. 

NEH SECTION. Section 5. Contents of proposal 

staff. (1) Prograa proposals subeitted by a school district 

to the superintendent of public instruction eust contain: 

(a) a description of the procedures used to Identify 

the gifted and talented children to be served; 
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(b) specific areas of talent to be served; 

(C) a description of the proposed program content; and 

(d) the method to be used in evaluating the 

effpctiveness of the program. 

(Z) (a) School districts eay request assistance from 

the superintendent of public Instruction in formulatin~ 

~lfted and talented children prograM proposals. 

(b) Proposals say specify that special education or 

regional services prograe support staff employed by a 

uistrict eay be used to assist in the identification of 

children for the gifted and talented children program. 

MEN SEtiiQN. Section 6. Progra• approval -- funding. 

(l) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish 

procedures for the evaluation and approval of program 

proposals for gifted and talented children. 

(2) PrograMs approved by the superintendent of public 

instruction shall be funded fro~ money appropriated by thP 

legislature for Qifted and talented children programs. 

(3) A school district operating a program for gifted 

and talented children aust •atch the funds provided by the 

superintendent of public instruction. A school district may 

use any funds that it May legally make available to match 

the state funding. 

141 A school district operating a program for gifted 

and talented children eust administer the funds for the 
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program in accordance ~ith the provisions of 20-9-SOl. 

Section 1. Section 20-9-SOlt MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-507. Miscellaneous ~ede~ programs fund. (1) 

The trustees of any district receiving state grant agne1 pr 

federal _..,~ IUmU other than ..,...,~ 8QJlJll: under the 

provisions of Title I of Public law 81-87~ or federal ~ 

~ designated for deposit in a specific fund of the 

B district shall establish a aiscellaneous ~d~e+ prograas 

9 fund for the deposit of such ~e+--.ener- 8QOa¥• ~ 

10 fe~e+---aoney~ The aoney aay be a reiaburse-nt of 

ll expenditures already realized by tbe district or aay be a 

12 grant of aefte~ RQD8X for the financing of expenditures to 

13 be realized by the district for a speclalo approved prograa 

14 to be operated by the district. When the ~ederet-~~-~ 

15 ~~ a reimburseaento the .oneys BQDB¥ shall be expended 

16 at the discretion of the trustees for school purposes. When 

17 the ~ede~~+--aofte~-~ appey js a grant, the MOfteT' ~ 

18 shall be expended according to the conditions of the progra• 

lq approval by the superintendent of public instruction or any 

20 other approval agent. Within the aiscellaneous ~ede~a+ 

21 proqrams fund, the trustees shall cause a separate 

22 accounting to be aaintained for each ~edera+ grant progra• 

23 anj for the aggregate of all ~~ relaburse.ent aofteT' 

24 ~· 

25 (21 The financial administration of th~ miscellaneous 
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~+ prograas fund shall be in accordance ~lth the 

financial adalnistration provisions of this title for a 

nonbudgeted fund which shall be applied by Individual 

feder•' grant prograas or for the aggregate a.ount of the 

rei al>Urse-nt _.,. .a.DIIX rather ~han on the basis 

of the total fund.• 
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