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HOUSE BILL NO. 718 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

Third reading, concurred 
in as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

On motion consideration passed 
until the 7lst Legislative Day. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 



March 31, 1979 Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

COMPULSORY ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE PROVISIONS OF SCHOOL 

LAW TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE COMPULSORY PROVISIONS APPLY 

U~TIL A CHILD REACHES HIS 16TH BIRTHDAY AND COMPLETES THE 

8TH GRADE; AMENDING SECTIONS Z0-5-102 ANO 20-5-103t MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-5-102, MeAt is aeended to read: 

•zo-5-102· Compulsory enroll.ant and excuses. (ll Any 

~ as proyjded jn subsection r21. any parent. guardian, 

or other person ~ho is responsible for the care of any child 

-ho is 7 years of age or older prior to the first day of 

school in any school fiscal year e~-nes-not-ye~-re&e~d-h+s 

i6~h-bfr~hdey-eftd-wne-he~-ftc~-e~e~~-~he-wnrk-ot-~he--8~ 

grede shall cause the child to be instructed in the proyra• 

prescribed by the board of public education pursuant to 

20-7-111 uotjl tbe later gf the fgllowjng dates; 

~~ild"s 16th bjr~ 

(b! the date gf cgapletjgo of the work gf tbp 8th 

~· 
ill Such parent• guardian, or other person shall 

~nroll the child In the school assigned by the trustees of 
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the district within the first ~eek of the school ter• or 

~hen he establishes residence in the district unless the 

child is: 

(a) enrolled in a private institution which provides 

instruction In the progra• prescribed by the board of public 

education pursuant to 20-7-111; 

(b) enrolled in a school of another district or state 

under any of the tuition provisions of this title; 

(c) provided with supervised correspondence study or 

supervised hoee study under the transportation provisions of 

this title; 

(d) excused fro• enrolleent in a school of the 

district when it is shown that his bodily or eental 

condition does not perait his attendance and the child 

cannot be instructed under the special education provisions 

of this title; or 

(cl ~xcused froe compulsory school attendance upon a 

det~rminatlon by a district judge that such attendance is 

not in the best interest of the child. 

t~lll. The e~ecuse prov i det1 for In subsection t+Wdt 

ilLLal of this section shall be issued by the district 

~uperintendent or the county superintendent when there is no 

district superintendent eeployed by the district. Whenever 

an excuse is denied by the applicable official, an appeal of 

such deci~irut ~ay ba eade to the district court of the 
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county vlthln 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond 

in the a.ount set by the court to pay all costs of the 

appeal. The decision of the district court shall be final.• 

Section 2. Section 20-5-103, MC~, is aaendecl to read: 

•zo-S-103. to•pulsory attendance and excuses. ~y Lll 

6 ~ ai proyjde4 jo subsection 121. any parent• guardian, 

1 or other person who is responsible for the care of any child 

8 who Is 1 years of age or older prior to the first day of 

9 school in any school fiscal yeary-hes-ftet--y~--re&efted--h+s 

10 ~~h--&+rthday.--end--hes--n~-e~eted-~P-worw-of-th~-~th 

11 gr~ shall cause the child to attend the school In vhlch he 

12 is enrolled for the school ter• and each school day therein 

13 prescribed by the trustees of the district~ until tbe 

1~ later pf the fpllQMiog datea: 

15 Ia! the cbild 0 s 16th birthday: 

16 Jbl tbg date pf cpaplatioo of the work gf the Otb 

17 ~ 

18 (21 The prpyislpns of iubsectjgn Ill dp not agpl¥ in 

19 the following caies: 

20 tlt •h• tat Ibe child has been excused under one of 

21 the conditions specified in ZG-5-102•• 

22 t~t--t"- !bJ The child Is absent because of illnessr 

23 bereaveaento or other reason prescribed by the policies of 

24 the trustees•-era 

25 t~he Cct The child bas been suspended or expelled 

-3-

1 under the provisions of 20-s-zoz.• 

-End-

-4-
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A Bill FOR 

COMPIJI,.SORY 

HOUSE Bill HOe 118 

INTRODUCED 8Y DONALDSON 

AN ACT 

ENROllMENT 

ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO ClARIFY THE 

AND ATTENDANCE PROVISIONS OF SCHOOL 

LAW l•l ~AKE IT CLEAR THAT THE COMPULSORY PRO~ISIONS APPLY 

UNTIL A CHILO REACHES HIS 1bTH BIRTHDAY AND COMPLETES THE 

8TH GRADE; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-5-102 AND 20-'>-103o MCAe• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ANA: 

Section 1. Section 2D-5-102• MtA• is a .. nded ~o read: 

•20-5-102. Co•pulsory enroll .. nt and excuses. Ill AnT 

f&~pt as provided In sy~sec\loo 12\, 10¥ parent, guardian• 

or other person who is responsible for the care of any child 

who is 7 yea~s of age or olde~ prior to the first day of 

school in any school fiscal year and-~'-no~-~~-~eeehed-h+s 

t6tft-bt~thdey-and-whe-he,-net-ea.p+~ed-~he-we~k-of-~8~ft 

grede shall cause the child to be instructed in the progra• 

prescribed by the board of public education pursuant to 

20-1-111 unti!_tna_lAt•r gf tbe fgllgwiog~~ 

1al--t~OilQ!A_~jrtbda¥i 

1JU_j;.IJL-"d• pf coepJ et.l.., qf th@..¥Q£.Lof t.tw 81;h 

~-
ill Such parento guardian. or other person shall 

enroll the child in the scbool assigned by the trustees of 
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the district within the first week of tbe school ter• or 

when he establishes residence in the district unless the 

child is: 

{a) enrolled in a private institution which provides 

instruction in the progr .. prescribed by ~he board of public 

education pursuant to 20-7-llli 

(b1 enrolled in a school of another district or state 

under any of the tuition provision& of this title; 

(C) provided with supervised correspondence study or 

supervised no.. study under the transportation pro.isions of 

this tit.lel 

Cdl excused 

dfst.rl ct when it 

f~oe enroll~ 

1 s shown that 

in 

hh 

a school 

bodily or 

of the 

-ntal 

condition does not per•it his attendance and the child 

cannot be instructed under the special education provisions 

of this title; or 

{e) excused froe co•pulsory school attendance upon a 

deteraination by a district judge that such attendance is 

not in the best interest of the child. 

titLll The excuse provided for in subsection ttttdt 

Lll!Ql of this section shall be issued by the district 

superintendent or the county superintendent when there is no 

district superintendent e~loyed by the district. Whenever 

an excuse is denied by the applicable official• an appeal of 

such decision .ay be aade to tbe district court of the 
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county within 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond 

in the a.ount ~et by the court to pay all costs of the 

appeal. The decision of the district court ~hall be final.• 

4 Section 2. Section 20-S-103• "CA• is a .. nded to readr 

S •zo-S-103. Coapulsory attendance and e.cuaes. Any Lll 

6 ~ as prgyjde4 jo subsectlgo fZlo anr parent• guardian. 

1 or other person who is responsible for the care of any child 

B who Is 1 years of age or older prior to the first day of 

9 school in any school fiscal yeary-hes-~--y~--re.ehed--h+s 

10 t~-birthdey.--end--hes-~-e~eted-the-work-ef-the-8th 

11 grade shall cause the child to attend the school in which he 

12 Is enrolled for the school tera and each school day therein 

13 prescribed by the trustees of the district .a .. ,. until the 

14 later gf tbe fpllowlog de\41: 

15 (a) tbl chiJd•a 16\h birtbdaxa 

16 Lbl the date gf co-aletjpn pf thl wgrk of the 8th 

17 Q.Ul1aa 

18 CZJ Iba prpyiaioos of •ubtectipo «11-dQ_oot 4APL¥-io 

19 the follQMiQg casasa 

20 ttt--t~ cat Iba child has been excused under one of 

21 the conditions specified in Z0-5-102•a 

22 t~t--t~ C~J lba child Is absent because of illness. 

23 bereav ... nto or other reason prescribed by the policies of 

24 the trusteest-era 

25 t~t--tbe let The child bas been suspended or expelled 

-3- HB 718 

1 under the provisions of zo-s-zo2.• 

-End-

-4-
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A BILL FOR 

COP4PULSORY 

HOUSE BILL NO• TlB 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

AN ACT 

ENROLU!ENT 

ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARifY THE 

AND ATTENDANCE PROVISIONS OF SCHOOL 

LAW TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE COMPULSORY PROVISIONS APPLY 

UNTIL A CHILD REACHES HIS 16TH BIRTHDAY AND COKPLETES THE 

8TH bRADE; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-S-102 AND 20-S-103• "'A.• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-S-102• MCA. is a .. nded to read: 

•zo-5-102· Co•pulsory enroll .. nt and excuses. Ill •ny 

Except as prqyjded jn subsactiaD 121• any parent. guardian• 

or other person who is responsible for the care of any chi]d 

who is 1 years of age or older prior to the first day of 

school in any schOol fiscal year end-hes-no~-y~-re&efted-h+s 

t6th-b+r~hdey-end-whe-he,-oo~-eoap+e~ed-.he-werk-o~-t~--&~h 

grade shall cause the child to be instructed in the prograe 

prescribed by the board of public education pursuant to 

20-1-111 wntil the later-A1-tb~ollowjng da~ 

iU-~fL.kbild•s 16th birthday: 

(bJ tbe _date gf cgaple\ioo gf tbe MQ[k gf tb• Stb 

SJCilllll• 

ill 

enroll 

Such parent• guardian• or other person shall 

the child in the school a$signed by the trustees of 
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the district within the first week of the schoOl ter• or 

wben he establishes residence in the district unless the 

chi 1 d is: 

(a) enrolled in a private Institution which proYides 

instruction in the prograa prescribed by the board of public 

education pursuant to 20-7-111; 

(b) enrolled in a school of another district or state 

under any of the tuition provisions of this title; 

(c) provided with supervised correspondence study or 

supervised ho .. study under the transportation provisions of 

this title; 

(d) eKcused fro. enroll .. nt in a school of the 

district when it' 15 shown that his bodily or .. otal 

condition does not per•it his attendance and the child 

cannot be instructed under the special education proYisions 

of this title; &r 

(e) e•cused froe ca.pulsory school attendance upon a 

deteraination by a district judge that such attendance is 

not in the best interest of the child•&-aB 

if) fXCU~ED -11- THE BQA&D OF T~EES UPQN A 

Qfl£llJU!tAll.DfLIHA1--.sutti-Al.lll:ilWir.f _ _JU___A_ t HI L 0 IIHO HAS 

All!lH~-IB£_-AGf _ _Qf 16 IS NOT IN THE BEST IHIERESI Of THE 

t.!il.ULAttD THE StHDW.a 

titLJi 

Ull~ of 

The eKcuse provided for 

this section shall be 

-2-

in subsection t~ttdt 

issued by t~ district 
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superln~enden~ or ~he coun~y suparlntenden~ when ~here is no 

distric~ superin~endent e••loyed b~ the dis~rict• Whenever 

an excuse is denied by the applicable offlcialo an appeal of 

such decision aay be •••• to the distric~ court of the 

county wi~hin 10 days afte9 l~e decision upon givlnq a bond 

in the aaount set by the court to pay all cos~s of the 

appP.al. The decision of ~he district court shell be final.• 

Section z. 
•zo-s-101. 

Section 20-S-lOlo ~(Ao is .-ended to read: 

toapulsory attendance and e.c ..... Afty ~ 

10 Except as proyjded jn sUb$eC~jgo t2lo any parent• guardiano 

11 or other person who is responsible• for the care of any child 

12 who is 1 years of aqe or older prior ~o the first day of 

13 school in any school fiscal year•-~~-~-reec~d~~• 

lit ~~rthdey. end-~ net-eoap .. ~t~--werk--of--~--~ 

15 grede shall cause ~he child ~o attend t~ school In which he 

16 is enrolled for ~he school tera and each school day therein 

17 prescribed by ~he trus~ees of the dls~rict .n+ess until the 

18 l41tL-of the fgllowjng d~: 

19 lat tba cb1ld 0 s 16th bjrtbdar: 

zo ib.l.--t.btL~L-Af--~llle1illD of the..ltAL.LilL~be_.!ll.b 

21 gLiti1ia 

n ill-l.be proyj~joos of sutuAU.iDD-Lll--ilQ_QQL-J)~4-.i.D 

23 the fol)gwjng cases: 

l4 tit--the L~--lbe child has been excused under one of 

l5 the conditions specified in l0-S-102ts 

_,_ 
HB 718 

( ( 

2 

3 

"' 
5 

HB 0718/03 

tct--tbe Lbl--lbe child is absent because of illnesso 

bereaveeento or other reason prescribed by the policies of 

the trusteest-o~s 

t~t--tbe tel The child has been suspended or expelled 

under the provisions of 20-5-202.• 

-End-

-4- HB 718 
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March 15, 1979 

SENJ\'l'E COMMI'l"l'EE OP 'rHE WHOLE REPORT 

'l'h<tt House' Bill No. 718, third rcadinq bill, be amended as follows: 

L. l'aqc~ 2, line 20. 
l"oJlowinq: Lirw 19 
ln sert: (f) excu~:;cd by the bo<:l rd of trustees upon a determination that 

~well attcncl.:mcl~ by <1 child who has attained the age of 16 is not in 
Lhc best intcr<'St of the child and the school. 


