
CHAPTER NO. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 702 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA, RAMIREZ, MOORE, KEMMIS, 
TROPILA, GILLIGAN 

February 9, 1979 

March 8, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 13, 1979 

March 14, 1979 

March 15, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 26, 1979 

March 28, 1979 

March 29, 1979 

March 31, 1979 

April 2, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 



.. ~-· -----·--·-.. -·~~¥···-· .....,._ ---"·"- . Mlt:)ts J.,. 

April 3, 1979 

April 4, 1979 

k ; , ••• 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



4&th Legislature LC 09S9/01 

1 ~ROOU~ED B~=yu: ~'I)~ ~ - ~,'ML_ld;1<~~A/\f?fil~~ T ~ 2 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DE~IGNATE THE 

S DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AS THE PARTY DEFENDANT IN ALL ACTIONS 

b ~ELATING T~ THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY AND TO 

7 PROVIDE THAT LOCAL TAXING UNITS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 

8 COSTS, ASSESSMENTS, OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST THE DEPARTMENT.• 

9 

10 SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Oepartaent to defend property tax appeals 

12 -- costs and jud~ents. (1) The depart.ent of revenue or Its 

13 aqent is the party defendant In any proceeding before a 

14 county tax appeal boardt the state tax appeal boardw or a 

iS court of law that seeks to dispute or adjust an action of 

16 the jepart•ent under 15-8-101 arising fro• the exercise of 

17 the depart11ent•s duties as prescribed by law or 

1e administrative rule. 

19 (2) No costsw assess.entso or judg•ents in a 

20 proceeding described in (l) of this section say be assessed 

21 a4diost d taxinq unit as defined in lS-1-101. 

-End-

He "7 D:l~ 
IN T R 0 D U C En' BILL 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 506-79 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

... 
In compliance with a written request received March 26 19 _l_5i_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

•tor House Bill 702 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

' Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

* of the Legislature upon request . 

.. 
DESCRIPTION 

• 
This proposed bill would designate the Department of Revenue as the party defendant in all 
actions relating to the department's assessment of property and to provide that local 

• taxing units are not responsible for any costs; ~ assessments;-er-;~a~eftes against 
• the department. 

• ASSUMPTIONS 

1) There will be approximately 10 cases in each fiscal year. 
\• 

•2) The average cost of a case will be $2,000. 

" FISCAL IMPACT 
FYBO FYBl 

Total Revenue 
• Estimated Increase None None 

Total Expenditures 
• Estimated tncrease -General Fund $20,000 $20,000 

,, 
EFFECT ON LOCAL GOVER."l'MENT 

• This legislation should save local taxing units approximately $20,000 in each fiscal 
year. 

" LONG-RANGE EFFECTS 

•Expenditures should be at least $20,000 in each fiscal year that this legislation is 
,. in effect. 

; .. 

(Prepared by the Department of Revenue) 
f!.d.d .1. V" ..____ 'f--

BuDGET DIRECTOR- ) 
·- ----•------~· . -

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~~~ "8 / 7 ' 
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ArJ'roved by Co11111itt~e 
on Taxation 

HOUSE BILL NO. 702 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA, RAMIREZ, MOOREo KEMMIS, 

TROP!LA, GILLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DESIGNATE THE 

6 DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AS THE PARTY DEFENDANT IN ALL ACTION~ 

7 RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY AND TO 

A PROVIDE THAT LOCAL TAXING UNITS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 

9 COSTSy DB ASSESSMENTSy-8R-6~e&ftE~S AGAINST THE DEPARTMENT.• 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA! 

12 Section 1. Oepart .. nt to defend property tax appeals 

13 --costs and judgMents. Ill The depart .. nt of revenue or its 

14 agent is the party defendant in any proceeding before a 

15 county tax appeal board. the state tax appeal board, or a 

16 court of law that seeks to dispute or adjust an action of 

17 the department under 15-8-101 arising fro• the exercise of 

La the depart•ent•s duties as prescribed by \dw or 

19 administrative rule. 

20 (2) No costsy Q& assess•entsy--or--jed~eeftt~ in a 

21 proceeding described in (1) of this section •ay be assessed 

22 aqainst a taxing unit as defined in 15-1-101. 

23 !ll __ lf:L!!iL~UlLll&W.!YHLltLltiLt.OUR!L..DF !HIS _ll&ll 

i. 4 EllB. __ ltfL_BfEU!iiLllLI!lf.LfAliLUllllf!LU'll.E~L!!:ilL.ltltliLE.Uti!U 

25 A&LtiEULaLII:ILIRU.SUBflLilLA Utili DE LllULtiDnRN~ttLltL! 

2 

HB 0702/02 

eR~Lfl.lttll£_ltif_~QURl_SH~L- ENIEB _JUQG~KI--~~.I__Ibf 

!Rf!iU&f! __ lf__IUE COI.[BI FINDS THE I!IES SHOULD DE REfUHDEQ. 

-End-

-2- He 7-.J~ 

S E C 0 N D READING 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 702 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGAo RAMIREZ, MOORE• KEMMISo 

TROPILAo GilliGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO DESIGNATE THE 

6 DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AS THE PARTY DEFE~DANT IN All ACTIONS 

7 ~ELATING TD THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF PROPfRTY AND TO 

8 PROVIDE THAT LOCAl TAXI~G UNITS ARE NOT RESPONSIALE FOR ANY 

9 COSTS• Q& ASSESSMENTSy-BR-a~96MEN?S AGAINST THE DEPARTMENT.• 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

12 Section lo Department to defend property tax appeals 

13 --costs and judgments. (l) The departMent of re~enue or its 

14 agent is the party defendant in any proceeding b~fore a 

15 county tax appeal board, the state tax appeal board. or a 

16 court of law that seeks to dispute or adjust an action of 

11 the aepartmPnt under 15-8-101 arising from the exercise of 

lP the department's duties as prescribed by l dW or 

Lq :·0~1~nistrat•~e rule. 

20 (2) No cost3~ OR assessmentsy--o~--J~d1m~nt~ in a 

21 proceeding described in (l) of this section may be assess2d 

22 against a taxing unit as defined in 15-1-101. 

23 1il __ ltl_ANI_sUll_d&OUkHl_lN_ltlf_~QUBl~--Qf __ ltili--~!Alf 

24 EOB __ ltif __ B~EUNQ~E-IA~f~-E!lQ_UUQfE_~&lllf~l-A~Q-ltlQ~E-fU~Q~ 

l5 ABE_ti~O-aY_lti~-IBEA~UBfB_Qf_A_UMli_Qf_LQCAL-LQY~U~E~l-lU_A 

'· .. 

l 

• ,. ,. • ,. ~ .. 

HB 070Z/03 

fBQI~l-EUMQL-lHE-,QU&l_~tlALL- E~IE8 JUQGafHI __ JLAl~_ltif 

lRUilJSfB._lf__lttLtW&Lflfi~-ltiLIA liES S HOULJL BE B Ef U~llfll.a 

-End-

-2- H!\ 70Z 

T H l R D READING 
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1 

8 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 702 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGAt RAHIRElt HOOREt KEMHISt 

TROPILAt GILLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DESIGNATE THE 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AS THE PARTY DEFENDANT IN All ACTIONS 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY AND TO 

PROVIDE THAT LOCAL TAXING UNITS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 

COSTS• eft ASSESSMEN~S y-9R-dY96KEN~S ~iiEQ AGAINST THE 

10 DEPARTMENT.• 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ll Section 1. Department to defend property tax appeals 

14 -- costs and judg•ents. Ill The departMent of revenue or its 

15 agent is the party defendant in any proceeding beforP. a 

16 county tax appeal boardt the state tax appeal boardt or a 

11 court of law that seeks to dispute or adjust an action of 

18 the department under 15-8-101 arising fro• the exercise of 

19 the department's duties as prescribed by 1<1 .. or 

20 administrative rule. fUB-IHE-£UReUi~i-OE-e&O~f~~-BffD&E 

21 ~UHIY _ _l!! _ _Afef!l_aQARDiL-if~tE-D~ltif_QffARIMEMl-~Al-Bf 

22 OBIAlllflLBLll.B~lWi-It1E-lOt.ALt;.OWUL!ll.fiiO&.a 

23 {21 Ne--ee~~s. BB--e~se~~ftt~y--e~--jddg~e"~~--tft--e 

24 preeeedtftg--de~e~tbed-tft-ttt-of-~ht~-~ee~+on-~ey-be-e~sessed 

25 egetfts~-e-~o~+ng-~n+~-es-def+fted-+n-tS-t-t9tw tOil~_lf_&HY~ 

.. 
" 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

• • ' .. • ... 

HB 0102/0 .. 

iH!lLD.L!iiUlliL!,Ufill_IHE QEPA&ItlfNI ANQ NQI_Mi!lliil_A 

LOCAL T!lltirdtttlla 

.LlL_llL . .!ML_SWI-~l.t!E-t.OilB.ILDE THIS SIAIE 

f.DlLlliL&EUltiWlf.._LUf.Lf!ltLUltDE.IL£&Dllll-Ati.ILJHQSE FUNDS 

ARf_HILD_D.I_Itif_l!EAsuBfR QF A UNIT OF lDt!l G~fRNMENT IN A 

eRDl~U~ _ _ltif_tQU&l SHALL EMlER JU~EHI1-f!tLUSIYE QE 

tQSISw AGAI~$1 IHE IBEASUBEB If IHE CQUBI _f1KQS __ IHf__l&l~ 

~OULD DL&E.EWriD~ 

-End-

-2- HB 102 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



March 28, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Taxation) 

That House Bill No. 702, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 9. 
Following: "COSTSyw 
Strike: "OR ASSESSMENTS" 
Insert: "ASSESSED" 

2. Page 1, line 19. 
Following: "rule." 
Insert: "For the purposes of proceedings before county tax appeal 

boards, service on the department may be obtained by serving the 
local county assessor." 

3. Page 1, line 20. 
Following: "(2)" 
Strike: remainder of line 20 through 22 in their entirety 
Insert: "Costs, if any, shall be assessed against the department and 

not against a local taxing unit." 

4. Page 2, line 1. 

Following: "JUDGHENT" 
Insert: " exclus.tve of costs," 


