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HOUSE BILL 680 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill, do not 
pass. 

Report adopted. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-1-102t 

75-1-201, 75-10-ll1o AND 75-20-50lo MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIO~S 5-16-101 THROUGH 5-16-105 AND 75-1-301 THROUGH 

7S-1-324o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-1-l02o MCAo Is a.anded to read: 

n75-1-102. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to 

d~clard a state policy which will encourage productive and 

enjoyable harsony between •an and his environ~ento to 

promote efforts which will prevent or eli•inate da~1~e to 

the Environment and biosphere and sti.ulate the health and 

welfdre of man. ana to enrich the understanding of the 

ecological syste•s and natural resources iMportant to the 

stat~y-e"d-~e-e~~b++sh-~-e~+~~~et--qwe++~y--eou"e+t.• 

Section 2. Section 75-1-201. MCAo is amenrled to r<'-1d: 

"75-1-201. General directions-- environoo<>ntal io>p<~ct 

statements. The leglsl~ture authorizes and directs thato to 

the fullest extent possible: 

(1) the policies, regulations. and laws of thn stat~ 

shall be interpreted and ad•inistered in accordance with thv 
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policies set forth In this chapter; 

(2) all agencies of the state shall: 

(a) utilize a syste•atlco Interdisciplinary approach 

Which will insure the integrated use of the natural and 

social sciences and the enviro"ae~al design arts in 

planning and in decisioneaking which aay have an iepact on 

•an•~ environ•ent; 

(b) identify and develop aethods and procedures which 

w 111 Insure that present 1 y unquantl fled envlron-~al 

a•enities and values aay be given appropriate consideration 

in declslonaaklng along with eco-le and technical 

considerations; 

(c) Include In every reco.aendatlon or report on 

proposals for projects. prograaso legislation, and other 

•ajor actions of state governeent significantly affecting 

the quality of the hu•an envlroneent• a detailed state.e~ 

on: 

(i) the environeental i~act of the proposed action; 

(II) any .~dver se envl ron111ental effects "hi ch can<lot be 

.:~voi Jed should U1•· proposal b" ieplemented; 

(iii) altern~tives to the proposPd action; 

(iv) the relationship between local short-tere uses of 

san's environmvnt ~nd the maintenance and enhanceae~ of 

long-ter~ productivity; and 

(Y} any irreversible and irretrievable coemit.e~s of 
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resources which would be Involved 

should I~ be iapleeen~ed; 

(d) study, de~telopo and 

In 
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the proposed action 

describe dppropriat .. 

alternatives ~ reco ... nd courses of action in any proposal 

which involves unresolved conftic~s concerning alternative 

uses of a~tallable resources; 

(e) recognize the national and long-range character of 

en~tlronaental proble-s ando where consisten~ wi~h ~he 

policies of the s~ateo lend appropriate suppor~ to 

initiatives, resolutions, and prograes designed to ... xl•lze 

national cooperation in anticipating and preventing a 

decline In the quality of .. nklnd's world envlron.ent; 

(f) .ake available to counties, cunlcipalltleso 

institutions, and Individuals advice and inforeation useful 

in restoringo .. intalningo and enhancing the quality qf the 

env I rorwent; 

(g) initiate and utilize ecological inforeatlon in the 

planning and developeent of resource-oriented projects; and 

tttt---rift--tiM----"'o-..tet--qaet+~- eoenen 

-i:eb+-h.._._by-5-t~~-end 

(31 prior to .. king any detailed state .. nt as provided 

in subsection (2)(c)o the responsible state official shall 

consult with and obtain the coeaents of any state agency 

which ~s jurisdiction by law or special expertise with 

respect to any environeental lepact involved. Copies of such 
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stateeent and the coeeents and views of the appropriate 

stateo federalo and local agencies which are authorized to 

develop and enforce enyl~oneental standards shall be ~ade 

a~tailable to the governory-~--env+~oneeftte+--qua+*ty 

covne*+• and the public and shall accoepany the proposal 

through the existing agency review processes.• 

Section 3. Section 75-10-lllo MCAw is a .. nded to read: 

•lS-lG-111. State solid waste eanageeent plan 

hearings and action. (1) A p~oposed solid waste .anageaent 

plan shall be p~epared by the departRent in conjunction with 

local governeents in the state and any other interested 

person. After a draft of a proposed solid waste management 

plan has been prepared, the depart .. nt shall circulate a 

copy of the proposed plan to the board of county 

co .. issioners In eech county In the state, the governing 

body of every incorporated city or town In the state• any 

person responsible for the operation of a solid waste 

aanageeent systee under the provisions of parts 1 and 2• 

chapter 10 of this titleo the governor, tfte-eftY~Oft.eftto~ 

qu~y-~++9 and any other interested person for at 

least 90 days p~ior to subeission of a final proposed solid 

waste eanage .. nt plan to the boa~d. During the 9D-day period 

for receipt of coeeents on the draft plan. the department 

shall hold at least three public hearings around the state 

on the draft plan. 

- .. -



1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1283/01 

121 A final proposed plan shall be prepared based on 

the co•ments and objections received at the public hearings 

and fro• the persons who have subaitted co ... nts on the 

draft solid waste eanageaent plan. The final plan su~itted 

to the board shall include a discussion of all co .. ants and 

objections received and the reasons vhy rec~ndations for 

changes or a•endeents to the proposed plan ~ere accepted or 

rejected. The board shall consider the final proposed solid 

waste •anageaent plan after giving notice and holding at 

least one public hearing pursuant to the rule.aklng 

procedures outlined in the Montana Adalnlstratlve Procedure 

Act.• 

Section '· Section 75-20-501• KtAo is aaendad to read: 

•7s-2o-501. Annual long-range plan subaltted 

contents -- available to public. {1) Each utility and each 

person conteaplating the construction of a facility within 

this state In the ensuing 10 years shall furnish annually to 

the depart.ent for its review a long-range plan for the 

construction and operation of facilities. 

12) The plan shall be subeitted on April 1 of each 

year and shall include the following: 

(a) the general location. size, and type of all 

facilities to be owned and operated by the utility or person 

whose construction is projected to c~nce during the 

ensuing 10 yearso as well as those facilities to be reeoved 
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fra. service during the planning period; 

of 

with 

(bJ in the case of utility facilities. a description 

efforts by the utility or person to coordinate the plan 

other utilities or per~ons so as to provide a 

coordinated regioaal plan for -ung the energy needs of 

the region; 

{ct a description of the efforts to involve 

envlron.ental protection and land use planning agencies In 

the planning process. as ~ell as other efforts to Identify 

-d •lnl•ize envir"-nt.al proble- at: the earliest possible 

stage in the planning process; 

(d) projections of the de-nd f- the service rendered 

by the utility or person and explanation of the basis for 

those projections and a description of the •anner and extent 

to which the proposed facilities will ... t the projected 

de-nd; and 

Ce) additional infor.ation that the board by rule or 

the departeent on its own Initiative or upon the advice of 

Interested state agencies •lght request in order to carry 

out the purposes of this chapter. 

(l) The plan shall be aade available to the public by 

the departeent. The utl1 ity or person shall give public 

notice throughout the state of its plan by filing the plan 

with ~--en~rOfteeftte~--q~~~~eeafte~~. the depart .. nt of 

health and environmental sciences, the depart.ent of 
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1 highways. the depart .. nt of pubtic service regulation, the 

2 depart.ent of $tate lands. and the depart.ent of co.-unity 

3 affairs. Citizen environaental protection and resource 

~ planning group$ and other interested persons •ay obtain a 

5 plan by written request and pay .. nt therefor to the 

6 

1 

8 

depart .. nt.• 
Section 5. 

S-16-105 and 

Repealer. Sections 5-16-101 through 

75-1-301 through 75-1-32~, ~A, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 346-79 _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

I 1- - h - - I February 13 19 79 h . h b b . d F- I N n comp 1ance Wit <1 wntten request receive< .• _____________ ... _. , ________ , t ere Is ere y su m1tte a 1sca ote 

for _ -~ ~- ~~_0_ ................... __ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon re11uest. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act to abolish the Environmental Quality Council. 

ASSUMPTION: 
1. The proposed legislation will do away with the entire operation of the Environmental Quality Council, 

to include Council and staff. 
2. The Executive Budget will be adopted by the 1979 Legislature. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Cost reduction due to proposed legislation: 

Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Et1uipment 

FY80 

$116,510 
44,250 

1,500 

$1621260 

FY81 

$120,100 
46,900 

1,500 

$168,500 

The above costs arc currently funded from the State General Fund. 

t2d.-J £ J~ ry t 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~/ / l I ] Z ..,- • r 


