
February 8, 1979 
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HOUSE BILL 663 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to Committee 
on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill, do pass. 

Second reading, as amended. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to Committee 
on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill, concurred. 

Second reading, concurred. 

Third reading, not concurred. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate, not concurred. 

On motion, request of Senate granted 
for return of H.B. 663 for further 
consideration. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from House, on motion, placed 
on second reading. 

Motion, pass consideration. 

Second reading, indefinitely postponed. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate, indefinitely 
postponed. 
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t.J.r.w !, BtL l. NO • .6.'--1 
INTR.OOUCEO BY ~ ,1 

BY REQUEST Of THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THE FEE FOR 

A MOTORBOAT LICENSE DECAL AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS ALLOCATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 23-2-512• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-512• MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

•23-2-512· Identification nu.Oer. (1) The owner of 

each •otorboat requiring nu•bering by this state shall file 

an application for nu•ber In the office of the county 

treasurer where the •otorboat is owned or taxable on for•s 

prepared and furnished by the division of .ator vehicles. 

The application shall be signed by the owner of the 

motorboat and shall be accoapanled by a fee of ~ lZ• Any 

alteration. change• or false state .. nt contained in the 

application will render the certificate of nu~er void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved for•• the county 

treasurer shall issue to the appl icdnt a certificate of 

number prepared and furnished by the division of aotor 

vehicles, stating the nuaber awarded to the •otorboat and 

the name and address of the owner. 

{2) Before filing the application with the county 
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LC 1774/01 

treasurer• the applicant shall sub•it it to the county 

assessor, who shall enter on the application• In a space to 

be provided for that purpose, the •arket value and taxable 

value of the .otorboat for the year for which the 

application for registration is •ade• 

(3) The applicant• upon the filing of the application• 

shall pay to the ~ounty treasurer the registration fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the .atorboat 

or vessel for the current year of registration before the 

application for registration or rereglstr&tlon •ay be 

accepted by the county treasurer. 

(4) Should the ownership of a eotorboat change. a new 

application fore ~lth fee shall be filed within a reasonable 

ti•e ~ith the county tre~surer and a new certificate of 

nueber awarded In the sa- eanner as provided for in an 

oriqinal award of nueber. 

(5) If an agency of the United States qoverneent has 

In force a co•prehensive system of identification nuebering 

for eotorboats in the United States. the nuebering syste• 

eeployed pursuant to this part by the division of •otor 

vehicles shall be in conforeity. 

(6) Every certificate of nuMber and the license decals 

awarded under this part shall continue in effect for a 

period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner ter•lnated or 

discontinued in accordance with the provisions of this part. 

-2- t+ 8> tclc 3 
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Certificates of nu~r and license decals shall sho~ the 

date of expiration and •ay be renewed by the owner in the 

sa~ •~nner provided for In the initial securing of the 

certificate. 

(7) Certificates of nu.Oer shall expire on April 30 of 

each year and aay not be in effect unless renewed under this 

pdrt. 

(8) ln event of transfer of ownershiP• the purchaser 

shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a 

reasonable ti .. of the acquisition of all or any part of his 

interest, other than the creation of a security Interest, In 

a .o~orboat nu.Oered In this state or of the loss, thefto 

destruction, or abandon .. nt of the .otorboat. The transfer• 

losso thefto destruction, or abandon.ant ter•inates the 

certificate of nu~er for the .otorboat. Recovery fro• theft 

or transfer of a part Interest that does not affect the 

owner's right to operate the .otorboat does not tereinate 

the certificate of nueber. 

t91 A holder of a certificate of nu•ber shall notify 

the county treasurer within reasonable tiee If his address 

no longer confores to the address appearing on the 

certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his ne~ 

address. The division of .otor vehicles eay provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foreer 

address and its replace .. nt with a certificate bearing the 
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(10) (a) Tne number awarded must be 

attached to each outboard side of the forward 

LC 1774/01 

certificate 

painted on or 

half of the 

.otorboat oro if there are no such sldeso at a corresponding 

location on both outboard sides of the foredeck of the 

•otorbo~t. The nu•ber awarded shall r~ad fro~ left to right, 

be in Arabic nueerals, in block characters of good 

proportion at least 3 Inches tall excluding border or trim, 

of a color that contrasts with the color of the backqround, 

and be so eaintalned as to be clearly visible and legible. 

The nu.Oer •ay not be placed on the obscured underside of 

the flared bow where It cannot be easily seen fro• another 

vessel or ashore. No nuaeralst letters, or devices, other 

than those used In connection with the identifying number 

issued, •ay be placed In the proxielty of the Identifying 

nu.Oer. No nu8eralsw lettersw or devices which might 

Interfere with the ready identification of the •otorboat by 

its identifying nu~er aay be carried as to interfere witl 

the eotorboat•s identification. No nu~er other than the 

nu~er and license decal awarded to a motorboat or granted 

reciprocity under this part shall be painted, attached, or 

otherwise displayed on either side of the forward half of 

the motorboat. 

(b) The certificate of nuaber shall be pocket size and 

_,._ 
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1 available to federal, state, or local lav enforceeent 

2 officers at all reasonable ti.es for inspection on the 

3 MOtorboat whenever the .otorboat Is on waters of this state. 

4 (c) Boat liveries are not required to nave the 

5 CQrtificate of nueber on board each .otorboat, but a rental 

b agreement eust be carried on board livery eotorboats In 

7 place of the certificate of nuebero 

3 (11) Fees collected under this section shall be 

Q transeitted to the state treasurer vho shall deposit the 

10 f<!~ lil.OU;.b__fju: in the ~eriloet~of+~e-+thtrtt+++eet+on 

11 oeee~~of-on earaarked revenue funda 11 to the cradit of 

12 the registrar of aotor yehjcles and Sl to the credit of the 

13 motorboat certificate identification account. These fees 

14 shall be used only for the adeinistration and enforceaent of 

15 this parto as aeendedo jncludlng the operatlgo of a water 

16 ~fety progra• by the depart .. nt of fish and gaae. 

17 (12) An owner of a eotorboat eust vithln a reason~ble 

1B time notify the division of .otor vehicles• giving the 

19 aotorboat•s identifying nueber and the owner•s name when 

20 that motorboat becoMes docuaented as a vessel of the United 

21 States or is transferred, losto destroye~, ab~ndooed, or 

22 frauded or within 60 days after change of state of principal 

23 use.• 

-End-

.,-
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STATE OV MONTANA 
Heq1ws t No. 307-79 

I'ISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliancP with a written n·quest n•ceived 
submitted a Fiscal Note for llouse Bill 663 

l"el>.ruary __ 9__L_!~ZL_, there is hereby 
pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 

..... " ., . - ~ 

1965 - Tlli rty-Niuth U•gis]ative Assembly. Background information used in developing ... this Fiscal Note is available from the Offict• of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

'·• 

of the Leg i slatun• upon request. 

DESCHIPTION OF RPOPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Houst• Bill 663 is legislation proposed to provide money for the administration and enforce
ment of tht• motorboat decal law by increasing the present fee of $1.00 to the Department of 
Fish and Game for water safety and $1.00 to Ll1e Department of Justice Registrar's Office 
for administration. Presently, the $1.00 fee goes to the Department. of Fish and Game 
for administration and enforcement of the motorboat safety program. Nothing to Registrars 
offire for administration. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. 29,400 boats will be registert>d Jn FY 1980. 

2. 30,000 boats will be registered in FY 1981. 

REVENUE IMPACT: 

Motorboat fee collections under current l.aw 
~ Motorboat fee collections under proposed law 

Increased fee collections 

FY 80 
$29 ,4oo 
_58, B_Q.Q 
§_~~~_00 

FY 81 
$30,000 

60,000 
$30,000 

'· 

The additional revenue will accrue lo the earmarked revenue account of the Registrar 
of Motor Vehicles. 

.., 

--L(~,0/<1 . o<."': c) 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: J...j; V-+.J.-!J~t~--r r 1 
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HOUSE SILL NO. 663 

INTRODUCED BY BRAND 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 

A BILL FOR AN ACT EMTITLED: •AN ACT TO IMCREASE THE FEE FOR 

A MOTORBOAT LICENSE DECAL AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS ALLOCATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 23-2-512t MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 23-Z-512t MCA, is a.ended to read: 

"23-2-512· Identification nuaber. (1) The owner of 

each motorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file 

an application for nu.Oer in the office of the county 

treasur~r where the MOtorboat is ovned or taxable on forms 

prepared and furnished by the division of .ator vehicles. 

The a?plication shall be signed by the owner of the 

motorboat and shall be accoapanled by a fee of •t 1l• Any 

alteration, change, or false stateaent contained in the 

application will render the certificate of number void. Upon 

receiot of the application in appro~ed for~. the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certi fic,lte of 

number prepared and furnished by the division of motor 

vehicles, stating the number awarded to the aotorboat and 

the name and address of the owner. 

(21 Before filing the application with the county 
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H8 0663/02 

treaaurer. the applicant shall sub•it it to the county 

a5sessoro whO shall enter on the application• In a space to 

be oTovided for that purpose. the •arket value dnd taxable 

value of the IIOtorboet for the year for ~o~hich the 

application for registration is •ade. 

(3) fhe applicanto upon the filing of the application• 

~hall pay to the county treasurer the registration fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the .atorboat 

or vessel for the ~urrent year of registration before the 

appli catl on for registration or reregistration aay be 

accepted by the county treasurer. 

(') Should the ownership of a .otorboat change. a new 

application fore ~ith fee shall be filed within a reasonable 

ti.e with the co~nty treasurer and a ne~ certificate of 

nuaber a~arded in the sa- -nner as provided for in an 

original a~ard of nuaber. 

tSJ If an agency of the United States govern.ent has 

in force a coaprehensi~e system of identification nu•bering 

for aotorboats in the United States, the numbering systea 

e•ployed pursuant to this part by the di~ision of eotor 

~ehicles sha11 be in conformity. 

(6) Every certificate of number and the license decals 

awarded under this part shall continue in effect for a 

period not to exceed 1 year unless sooner terminated or 

discontinued in accordance with the provisions of this part. 

-z- HB 663 
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Certificate5 of nu.ber and license decals shall show the 

date of expiration and nay be renewed by the owner in the 

sa.e .anner provided for in the initial securing of the 

certificate. 

(7) Ce~tificate5 of nu8ber shall expire on April 30 of 

each year and eay not be in effect unless renewed under this 

part. 

(8) In event of transfer of ownership• the 

shall furnish the county treasurer notice 

purcha5er 

"'lthln a 

reas~nable tiee of the acquisition of all or any part of his 

intere~t. other than the creation of a security interest• In 

a .otorboat nu.berecl in thh state or of the loss. theftw 

destruction. or abandon .. nt of the eotorboat. The transfer• 

loss, theft, de5tructlon, or aband~nt terelnates the 

certificate of nu.ber for the eotorboat. Recovery froe theft 

or tran5fer of a part interest that does not affect the 

a..ner•s right to operate the eotorboat does not tereinate 

the certificate of nu.ber. 

(9t A holder of a certificate of nueber shall notify 

the county treasurer within reasonable ti.e If his address 

no longe~ conforM to the addres5 appearing on the 

certificate and fu~nish the county trea~rer with his ne"' 

address. The division of eotor vehicles eay provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the former 

address and its replaceaent with a certificate bearing the 

-3- HB 663 
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new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate 

to show the ne"' address of the holder. 

(101 (a) The nueber awarded must be painted on or 

attached to each outboard side of the forward half of the 

eotorboat or• if there are no such sides. at a corresponding 

location on both outboard sides of the foredeck of the 

eotorboat. The nueber awarded shall read from left to rig~t, 

be in Arabic nueeralso in block characters of ~ood 

proportion at least 3 inches tall excluding border or trim, 

of a colo~ that contra5ts "'ith the color of the background. 

and be so .. intalned as to be clearly visible and legible. 

The nueber •ay not be placed on the obscured underside of 

the flared bow where it cannot be easily seen from another 

vessel or ashore. No nueerals• letters, or devices, other 

than those used in connection with the identifying number 

issued, •ay be placed in the proxi•ity of the identifying 

nueber. No nueeralso letters. or devices which might 

inte~fere with the ready identification of the ~otorboat by 

its identifying nu.ber may be carried as to interfere with 

the eotorboat•s identification. No number other than the 

nueber and license decal awarded.to a motorboat or granted 

reciprocity under this part shall be painted. attached. or 

otherwise displayed on either side of the forward half of 

the eotorboat. 

(bl The certificate of number shall be pocket size and 

-It- HB 663 
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available to federal, state, or local law enforce~ent 

officers at all reasonable ti•es for inspection on the 

motorboat whenever the motorboat is on waters of this state. 

(cl eoat liveries are not required to have the 

5 certificate of number on board each •otorboato but a rental 

6 aqreement must be carried on board livery •otorboats in 
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place of the certificate of number. 

(11) Fees collected under this 

trans~itted to the state treasurer who 

section shall 

shall deposit 

be 

d\e 

i'O!e~ f:ilr.tL..ftit in the lMJioorbol!lt:-eert:~•i-eHe-?dettt:+i'+eetton 

oeeoant-oi'-en earMarked revenue fund• Sl to the credit of 

tDL_L.~llUL_QLIISU.W:..vehjcles and 11 tg the credit of ttte 

mgl;.gtll~L~~ilU-_ident.ifjca~ .tcc_gyot.. These fees 

shall be used only for the ad•inistrat.ion and enforc .. ent. of 

this part• as a•ended.,-tm:t•d+na=\M-opvat:joo::ot-!l=llot:•r 

2§~~=~aeam=~bs=~coartaent--o£--ttah--oa~--ao.c• lHf 

affAa!HE~ Of FISH AND ~ PARKS QIYISlDKs_~&pEND AN 

6HJUUl_fQ~AL£Ul_LD THE MONEY RECEIVED BY T~A&IaENJ IN 

Uf~L_~ECB_IHE fU8,HASE• MAINTENAH,Ea AND UPGRADING QE 

RaAll~~-EA~lLllltia 

(12} An owner of a motorboat Must within a reasonable 

Z2 time notify the division of .otor vehicles. giving the 

23 motorboat's identifying nu~er and the owner's n.-e when 

24 that motorboat becomes docu•ented as a vessel of the United 

Z5 Stdtes or is transferred, losto destroyed• abandoned, or 

-5- HS 663 
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fraudeo or within 60 days after change of state of principal 

use.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. bbJ 

INTRODUCED BY BRAND 

BY REOUtST OF THE DEPARTM£NT OF FISH AND GAME 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO lNCREA~E THE FEE FOR 

A MOTORBOAT LICfNSE DECAL AND TO PROV!Df FUR ITS ALLOCATION; 

A~E~Dt~G S~CTION 23-2-~12• MCA.• 

oE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section t. Section 23-2-~12• MCA, is aMended to read: 

"23-2-~12. Identification number. Ill The owner of 

each motorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file 

an dpplication for number in the office of the county 

treasurer where the MOtorboat is owned or taxable on forms 

by the ~ivision of motor vehicles. 

be signed by the owner of the 

prepared and furnished 

The application shall 

motorboat and shall be accompanied oy a fee of •l 1'• Any 

false statement contained In the alteration, chan9e• or 

aopl ication will render the certificate of number void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approved form. the county 

treasurer shdll issue to the applicant a certificate of 

number prepared and furnished by the division of motor 

vehicles, statin9 the number awarded to the motorhoat and 

the name and address of the owner. 

(21 Before filing the application with th~ county 
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HB Db63/03 

treasurer, the applicant shall sub•it it to the county 

assessor, wno shall enter on the application. in a space to 

be provided for that purpose. the ~arket value and taxable 

value of the motorboat for the year for which the 

application f~r registration is made. 

Ill The applicant• upon the filing of the application, 

shall pay to the county tre3surer the registration fee and 

the personal property taxes assessed against the .atorboat 

or vessel for the current year of registration before the 

application for registration or reregistration may be 

accepted by the county treasurer. 

(~) Should the ownership of a motorboat changet a new 

application fore with fee shall be filed within a reasonable 

tiae with the county treasurer and a new certificate of 

number awarded in the same aanner as provided for in an 

original award of number. 

1~1 If an agency of the United states govern•ent has 

in force a comprehensive system of identification nunbering 

for motorooats in the United States, the numbering syste• 

.employed pursuant to this part oy· the division of Motor 

vehicles shall be in conformity. 

(61 Every certificate of nuaber and the license decals 

awarded under this part shall continue in effect for a 

period not to exce~d year unless sooner terminated or 

discontinued in accordance with the provisions of this part. 

-z- He 663 
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Certificates of nu•b~r and license dec~ls shall shov the 

date of expiration and may be renewed by the ovner in the 

sa.e .anner provided for in the initial securing of the 

certificate. 

(lJ Certificates of nu•ber shall eKpire on April 30 of 

each year and •ay not be in effect unless reneved under this 

par to 

(8) In event of transfer of ownership, the purchaser 

shall furnish the county treasurer notice within a 

reasonable ti•e of the acquisition of all or any part of his 

interesto other than the creation ~f a security interesto in 

a aotorboat nu•bered in this state or of the loss. thefto 

destruction, or abandon .. nt of the •otorboat. The transfer, 

loss. thefto destruction. or abandoneent tereinates the 

certificate of nu•ber for the •otorboat. Recovery fro• theft 

or transfer of a part interest that does not affect the 

owner•s right to operate the •otorboat does not ter•inate 

the certificate of nu•ber. 

(9) A holder of a certificate of nueber shall notify 

the county treasurer within reasonable ti~ if his address 

no longer confores to the address appearing on the 

certificate and furnish the county treasurer with his nev 

address. The division of eotor vehicles eav provide by rule 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foreer 

address and its replacement with a certificate bearing the 

-3- H!l 6b3 

)<o ... )<o • " ,., 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

'} 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

ll 

4::3 

24 

25 

... 

HB 0&&3/03 

new address or the alteration of an outstanding certificate 

to show the new address of the holder. 

( 10) C a) The nu•ber avarded must be 

dttached to each outboard side of the forward 

painted on or 

half of the 

.otorboat oro if there are no such sides, at a corresponding 

location on both outboard sides of the foredeck of the 

aotorboat• The number avarded shatl read from left to right, 

be in Arabic nu•eralso in block characters of ~ooj 

proportion at least 3 inches tall excluding border or trim, 

of a color that contrasts with the color of the background. 

and be so aaintained as to be clearly visible and legible. 

The number may not be placed on the obscured underside of 

the flared bov vhere it cannot be easily seen from another 

vessel or ashore. No numerals, letters, or devices. other 

than those used in connection with the identifying number 

issued, aay be placed in the proximity of the identifyino 

nueber. No nuaeralso letters. or devices which mi9ht 

interfere vith the ready identification of the motorboat by 

its identifying nu~er may be carried as to interfere with 

the eotorboat•s identification. No number other than the 

nuaber and license decal avarded to a motorboat or granted 

reciprocity under this part shall bP paintedo attached, or 

otherwise displayed on either side of the forward half of 

the motorboat• 

(o) The certificate of number shall be pocket size and 
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available to Federal. state• or local law enforcement 

officers at all reasonable times for inspection on th~ 

motorboat whenever the •otorboat is on waters of this state. 

(c) Boat liveries are not required to have the 

5 certificate of number on board each motorboat• but a rental 

6 aqreement must be carried on board livery motorboats in 

7 place of the certificate of number. 

8 (lll Fees collected under this section "hall b .. 

9 tran,.mitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit ~~e 

10 fees ~~~--Le~ in the .a~eP~ee~-eer~~f+eete-ident+f+ee~+en 

ll eeee~ftt-ef-en earmarked revenue fundL-11-to __ thg __ ~~t--Q! 

lZ t.btL--L!Uli~t.LilL_gL•Qt.Qt._!ttbitlU and U t.ILt~-'.~iLoLt~ 

13 IDQtot.uoat_~et.tiii~~te--laentiLi~iQn_~~QUDt• These fees 

14 shall be used only for the administration and enforcement of 

15 th, s part, as a•ended~dadinsa-t;M-opuni:.aG:.ot:Jl::•lltu 

16 ~~tx=o~osa~am=hx=t:bc==~~~nt==At==ftsa=~d==~ae· ~f 

11 QfeAB.I&Illl-flf-Ellti-AfiD-.'-!l!E.~- PARKS D lY l.um!.L_I:IlLI.J..~~E~ 

18 !!:IIJUtiLf.QU.llll.flliLHLltlf.J!Q!I£! BE. C. E IV E 0 ilLltlLllfUB.lt!E!ILll:l 
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n {ill An owner of a •otorboat must within a reasunable 

zz time notify the division of motor vehicles, qiving thP 

23 motorboat's identifying nu111her and the owner's name when 

24 that motorboat becomes documentPd as a vessel of the Unit~d 

25 States or is transferred, losto dest~oyedo ab~ndonedo or 
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frduded or within &O days after change of state of principal 

z use.• 
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