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APTER NO. 328

HOUSE BILL NO.

645

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA

IN THE HOUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Local Government.

Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report adopted.

Printed and placed on
members' desks.

Second reading, do pass.
Considered correctly engrossed.

Third reading, passed.
Transmitted to second house.

IN THE SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Public Health,
Welfare, and Safety.

Committee recommend bill
be concurred in. Report adopted.

Motion pass consideration.
Second reading, concurred in.

Third reading, concurred in.

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from second house.
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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BILL NO. b_‘ﬁ

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE ROLE oOF
YHE COUNTY CORONER IN  THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF DEAD

BODIES."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Dead bodies to be hetd pending
investigatione (1) A dead body in the custody of a county
coroner shall be held until such time as the coroner after
consultation with appropriate Yaw enforcement officials and
the county attorneys establishes that it Is not necessary to
hold the body to determine the reasonable and true cause of
death or that the body is no longer necessary to assist any
local investigationss

(2) A dead body may not be held longer than 12 hours
from the time the county coroner is notified of the deathe

Section 2. 2Removal of a dead body. ({1} If a county
Joes not provide a morgue or morque facilities for the use
of the county coroners the coroner may use existing hospital
facilities for such purposess

12) When a post—mortem examination is completed at the
county morgque facility or hospital facility wused for that

purposes the county coroner shall order the remains

LC 1827701

releaseds upon request of the person lawfully entitled to
custody of the deceased person's remainsy to a funeral howes

{3) A post-mortem examination wmay be conducted at a
funeral home when so ordered by the county coronere

-End-

i

-2- !

FNTRODUCED BILL
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Approved by Comm.
on Local Government

HOUSE BILL NDe 645

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACY TO CLARIFY THE ROLE OF
THE COUNTY CORONER IN THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF DEAD

8IDTES.”

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Dead bodies to be held pending
investigations %3 A dead body in the custody of a county
coroner shall pe held until such time as the coroner after
consuitation with appropriate law enforcement officials and
the county attorneys establishes that it is not necessary to
hold tne body to determine the reasonable and true cause of
death or that the body is no longer necessary to assist any
local investigationse.
f2¥--n-dead-body-may~-not-be-held-tonqer-than-~t2--hovrs
from--the--time-the-county-coroner-is-notifted-of-the-deaths
Section 2. Romoval of a dead body. (1) If a county
goes not provide a morgue or morgue facilities for the use
of the county coroners the coroner may use existing hospital
facilities for such purposese
$2¥~--Hhen-a-post-mortem-examination-is-compieted-at-the
cennty-morgue-feci+ity-or-hospito%-faci}+t7-—used--For—-thot

purposey—--tne---county--coroner—-shaii--erder--the--remains

HB N645/02

reteasedv-upon-request-of-the-persen--tawfuity--entitied--te
eustody-of-the-decensed-personts-remainsy-to-s-funeral-homes

42)_ _IHE PERSON LAWFULLY ENTIYLED 10 CUSTQODY OF THE
DECEASEQ PERSON'S REMAINS SHALL BE NOVIFIED OF TYHE DEATH A3
S00N._ _AS__ 15 PRACYICABLE, AND AT YHIS TIME THE CORDNER SHALL
GBIAIN PERMISSION YO RELEASE JHE BOOY TQ A FUNERAL HOME,

{3) A post-mortem examination may be conducted at a
funeral home when so ordered by the county coroner.

~Eng-

-2

645
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1 HOUSE BILL NOe 5645

2 INTROGUCED BY FABREGA

3

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™aAN ACT TO CLARIFY THE ROLE OF

S THE COUNTY CURGCMNE? IN  THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF DFAD

-] BODTES.™

7

a BE [T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLAVURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

9 Section l. Dead  Dbodies to be held pending
ic investigations <%+ A dead body in the custody of a county
11 coroner shall be held until such time as the coroner after
12 consultation with appropriate Yaw enforcement officials and
i3 the county attorneys establishes that it is not necessary to
14 hold tnhe body to determine the reasonable and true cause of
15 death or that the body is no longer necessary to assist any
16 local investigations.

17 t2y--a-dead-body-may-not-be-hetd-tonger-than--i2-~hours

18 from--the--time-the-county-coroner—ia-netified-of-the-deaths
19 Section 2. ﬂegova1 of a dead body. (1) 1f a county
20 does not provide a morgue or morgue facilities for the use
21 of the county coroners the coroner may use existing hospital
22 facilities for such purposeses
23 t2y--Hhen-a-post-morten-exanination-fas-completed-at-the
4 coanty-morque-facitity-or-hespitai-fesitrty--used--for--that
25 porposey-~-the---county--coroner--shatt--order--the--remains

HB 0645702

retessedy-upon-request-of-the-person——tawfulty--entitied--te
custedy-of-the-deceased-personis-rensinsv-to-a-funerot-homes

{12y _IHE PERSON LAWEULLY ENTATLED XQ CUSTODRY OF THE
QECEASED PERSON'S REMAINS SHALL BE NOTIFIFQ OF YHBE QEATH _AS
200N AS 13 PRACTLCASLE. AND AT TuIS TIME THE COROHER SHALL
WBIALN PEAMISSION 10 RELEASE THE S00Y IQ A FUNESAL HOME.

{3} A post-mortem examination may be conducted at a
funeral home when so orderad by the county coronere

~End-

R 645
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HB 0645703

HOUSE BILL NOe. 645

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACY TO CLARIFY THE ROLE OF

THE COUNTY CORDNER 1IN THE CARE AND DISPOSITIOM OF DEAD
S0DTES "
‘BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Dead bodies to be held pending
investigations ¢t A dead body in the custody of a county
coroner shall be held until such time as the coroner after
consultation with appropriate taw enforcement officiats and
the county attorneys establishes that it is not necessary to
hold the body to determine the reasonable and true cause of
death or that the body is no lonoer necessary to Jssist any
focal investigationss
t2y—-A-dead-body-may-not-be-held-tonger-chan——t2--hours
from-—the--time—-the-county-coroner-+s-—notifred-of-the-desths
Section 2. Removal of a dead body. (1} If a county
does not provide 2 morgue or morque facilities for the use
of the county coroners the coroner may use existing hospital
facilities for such purposese
t23-~dhen-s-post-morten-exeninotion-is-compieted-nt-the
cooney-morgque-facti+ty-or-hosprtat-facitrty--peed--for--thet

purposey-——--the---county--coroner--shali--order--the--remorns

H3 0645703

retesscdy-upon-request-of-the-person—-tawfultiy--encitied--veo
custody~-of-the-deceassed-personis-remainsv-to-o-funerat-homes

A3 __IHE_ PERSON LAWFULLY ENJITLED YO LUSTODY OF THE
DELEASCO PERSOu'S AEMAINS ZHALL BE _NOTSFIEQ OF THE DEATH _AS
S00N__AS__ I3 PRACYICABLEs AND AT THIS TINE YHE COROMER SHALL
QBIALN PLRNISSION 10 RELEASE THE 2Q0Y JO A FUMERAL HO¥E,

(3) A post-mortem examination may be conducted at a
funeral home when so ordered by the county coroner.

-End-

-2- HE 645
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