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HOUSE BILL NO. 645 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report adopted. 

Printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare, and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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1 ")~:;:_ BILL NO. l::t/S_ 
2 INTRODUCED 

releasedo upon request of the person lawfully entitled to 

2 custody of the deceased person's resalnso to a funeral hose. 

3 3 (3) A post-•ort.. exa•inatlon •ay be conducted at a 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE ROLE OF It funeral ho8e when so ordered by the county coroner• 

5 THE COUNTY CORONER IN THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF DEAD -End-

b BODIES." 

7 

B BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Dead bodies to be held pending 

10 investigation. (1) A dead body in the custody of a county 

11 coroner shall be held until such tiae as the coroner after 

12 consultation with appropriate law enforce.ent officials and 

13 the county attorney, establishes that It Is not necessary to 

14 hold the body to deter•ine the reasonable and true cause of 

15 death or that the body is no longer necessary to assist any 

lb local investigations. 

17 (21 A dead body •ay not be held longer than I2 hours 

18 from the time the county coroner is notified of the death. 

19 Section 2. ~e•oval of a dead body. (1) If a county 

£0 Joes not provide a morgue or morgue facilities for the use 

21 of thn county coroner, the coroner say use existing hospital 

22 facilities for such purposes. 

23 (2) When a post-sortes exaslnatlon is cospleted at the 

24 county morgue facility or hospital facility used for that 

25 purpose, the county coroner shall order the resains 

-2-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE SILL NO. &45 

INTRODUCED SY FASREGA 

~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARifY THE ROLE Of 

THE COUNTY CORO~ER IN THE CARE AND DISPOSITION Of OEAO 

o'JDl ES." 

BE IT ENACTED 8Y TH~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Dead bodies to be held pending 

10 investigation. t~t A dead body in the custody of a county 

11 coroner shall be held until such ti•e as the coroner after 

12 consult3tion with appropriate law enforce .. nt officials and 

13 th~ county attorney, establishes that it Is not necessary to 

14 hold the body to determine the reasonable and true cause of 

15 death or that the body is no longer necessary to assIst any 

16 local investigations. 

11 t~t--~-d~ed-body-•ey-no~-be-held-ton~e~-~~an--~~--he~P~ 

1~ f~om--the--t~~e-t~e-eo~nty-eepone~-•~-ne~+f+~-ef-~he-dea~h. 

lQ Section z. R~moval of a dead body. (1) If a county 

20 ooes nut provide a morgue or morgue f~cilities for the use 

21 vf tne county coroner. the coroner may uso existing hospital 

,z fa~ilities for such purposes. 

Z3 t~t--When-e-post-.a~te.-e•em+~t~on-+~-eemp+e~ad-et-t~~ 

L4 ~o~nty-mo~g~e-tee+++~y-o~-~o~p+ta+-fa~~++ty--u~ed--fo~--thet 

25 pu~pose~---tn~---eoun~y--eo~oner--she~l--o~de~--the--~e•e+ns 

2 

) 

4 

5 

b 

l 

8 

Hll 0645/02 

~e+eas~.-u~on-req~es~-e~-~he-person--+ew~a~ty--e~•~+&d--~ 

e~~~oey-ef-~fte-deeeesed-persen&s-~ema+nsy-~e-e-f~ePo+-he•e• 

Lll_li!L~fMWL..l.Alffl.II..L.l-.f~.lliLE!) TlLJJ.IUQQl-llLitlf. 

~f~PfBSON'S afa&!Ui-iHAL~~IIFlfQ Of IHE-QEAIH AS 

SQIJ!f A~ I$ PBACTle&BLEa AfiiQ .&LIW..Lll..I!LII:fi.J.e&mt.EJL.it1AL1. 

~DIAl~ PERMISilQH_IO RELEASE THE BaOY TO A FUNERAL tjO~~ 

(l) A post-•orte• exa•ination may b~ conducted at a 

funeral hoae when so ordared by the county coroner. 

-End-

-2- '""' &45 
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HOUSE BILL NO. ~5 

INTROOUCEO BY FABREGl 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ClARIFY THE ROlE OF 

THE COUNTY CuR0~£0 IN THl CA~E ~NO DISPOSITIO~ OF DFAD 

BODIES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLAfURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Dead bodies to be held pendln~ 

investigation. t~t A dead body in the custody of a county 

coroner shall be held until such ti.e as the coroner after 

consultation with appropriate law enforce .. nt officials and 

13 th~ county attorney. establishes that it is not necessary to 

14 hold tne body to determine the reasonable and true cause of 

15 death or that the body is no longer necessary to assist any 

16 local investigations. 

17 trt--A-d~ed-body-mey-not-ee-het~-~on~e~-thnn--+r--h~~~~ 

16 f~e~--the--t~me-the-eoVftty-e~efteP-~-ne~f•ed-ef-the-deethw 

19 Section z. ~enoval of a dead body. (1) If a county 

20 aoes not provide a mor~ue or morgue f~cilities for the liSP 

21 af thP county coroner. the coroner may usq existing hospital 

i2 facilities for such purposes. 

23 trt--When-e-post-~o~tem-ex~~net~on-+s-eomp+eted-et-th~ 

i4 ee~nty-~o~g~e-fee+++ty-or-hesp+te+-fe~+++ty--~$ed--fer--the+ 

25 p~~~o~e~---tftP---eo~nty--eo~o"e~--she++--o~de~--the--r~~~+"~ 

.. 
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Hll 0645/0Z 

~e+ees~.-apen-~e~•est-of-the-p~~--+o_.a++y--eftt•~+~--~e 

e~ste~y-o~-~he-deeeeeed-pe~een&.-~.a~ftey-to-a-fa~ret-~ 

~~e£8SQN•S BEft&INS SHALL-IE NQIIFIEQ Qf IKE DEATH 6~ 

ill!J!f--Ai_-lLe.&Ar.ILU.ar..f..-6!:l.:LAL.ltlli-Il!ILII:1f...ttl&Hl EIL~tiALL 

MBIAl~ P'RKI~SlOU.IC RELg&S£ I"( Bopr IQ A FUNESAL HQ,~. 

(3) A po~t-~ortem examination may b~ conducted at a 

funeral hoao when $0 ordered by the county coroner. 

-End-
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HOUSE Bill NO. 645 

INTROOUtEO BY FABREGA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE ROLE OF 

THE COUNTY CORONER IN THE CARE ANO DlSPOSlTION OF DEAD 

snores.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA"A: 

Section 1. Oead 

investigation. t~i A 

bodies to be held pending 

dead body in the custody of a county 

ll coroner shall be held until such ti.a as the coro~r after 

12 consultation with appropriate law enforce .. nt officials and 

13 the county attorney, establishes that It Is not necessary to 

14 hold the body to detar•ine the reasonable and true cause of 

15 death or that the body is no ton~er necessary to ~ssist any 

16 local investigations• 

17 tii--A-deed-eody-•ey-net-be-he~d-~en~•-~heft--•i--h~Ps 

18 +•eM--the--t+ .. -~he-ee~~-eo.ene•-+s-net+++ee-of-the-eeet~. 

19 Section 2. Reaoval of a dead bojy. (lt If a county 

20 does not provide~ •orgue or aor~ue facilities for thP use 

ll of the county coroner, the coroner may use existinq hospital 

l2 facilities for such purposes. 

23 tii--~hen-a-pos~-.. r~-exa.+net+on-+s-eoMp+eted-ot-tfte 

£4 eoo"ty-mo•goe-fee+++ty-o~-~osp+~e+-fse++?ty--o~e~--fo~--the~ 

Z5 ~orposey---t~e---eo0ftty--eopeft8r--sho++--orde.--t~e--•emo+ns 

·-
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H~ 0645/03 

re+eosedy-opOft-re~~est-of-the-p*Pson--+ew'-++y--eft~~~~eft--te 

e~s•ody-of-tfte-deeeosed-p@Psonas-~.a+fts•-~o-e-f~ftere+-fto~• 

1~--~--lt!iDti--LAW!ULLl EN!J!LEP ID CUSTODY Of THE 

~~iJL.fU~Liif.tl!l!:ii_~&,LLilf NOT If l EQ Qf l!:tf-l2UitL-Ai 

iD~--11 IS PBAtJlCABLEs AND AI IHI$ TinE TH£ bQBOHEB SHALL 

Ill A post-•orte. exa•ination ••Y be conducted at a 

funerdl ho•e when ~o ordered by the county coroner. 

-End-

-l- H!l 64'; 
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