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CHAPTER NO. _leed

HOUSE BILL NO.

639

INTRODUCED BY LIEN, MANLEY, CONROY, DAY, BURNETT,

BOYLAN, NATHE, ELLERD,
KEYSER, YARDLEY, THIESSEN, ERNST

12, 1979

14, 1979

15, 1979

16, 1979

19, 1979

20, 1979

21, 1979

5, 1979

7, 1979

9, 1979

1979

STAIGMILLER, JOHNSTON,

IN THE HOUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report
adopted.

Printed and placed on members'
desks.

Motion pass consideration.

Second reading, do pass as
amended. -

Correctly engrossed.

Third reading, passed.
Transmitted to. second house.

IN THE SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

Committee recommend bill be
concurred in. Report adopted.

Motion pass consideration.

Second reading, indefinitely
postponed.

On motion Senate reconsider
its action taken on second
reading this day and order
placed on second reading.
Motion failed.



April 9, 1979

April 13, 1979

April 13, 1979

April 16, 1979

April 17, 1979

April 18, 1979

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from second house.
Indefinitely postponed.

On motion request of Senate
granted for return of HB
No. 639 for further con-
sideration.

IN THE SENATE

Returned from House and placed
on second reading.

Second reading, pass con-
sideration.

On motion taken from second
reading and rereferred to
Committee on Taxation. Motion
adopted.

Committee recommend bill be
concurred in as amended.
Report adopted.

On motion rules suspended.
Bill referred to second
reading for consideration
this day.

Second reading, concurred in.
On motion rules suspended.
Bill placed on Calendar for
third reading this day.

Third reading, concurred in
as amended.

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from second house.
Concurred in as amended.

Second reading, amendments
rejected.



April 18, 1979

April 19, 1979

April 20, 1979

On motion Free Joint Con-
ference Committee requested
and appointed.

Adopted by second house.

Free Joint Conference Com-
mittee reported.

Second reading, adopted.
Third reading, adopted.
Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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INTRODUCED BY
i o

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO REVISE THE CURRENT,
METHOD OF ASSESSING LIVESTOCK; REQUIRING THAT ALL LIVESTOC
BE ASSESSED AND TAXED IN THEIR HOWE COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR
PRIRATION OF PROPERTY TAX ON MIGRATORY CAFTLE AMONG
COUNTIES; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-8-201+

15-24-903¢ AND 15-24-904s MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS

15-24—907 THROUGH 15-24-910s MLA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAYE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 15-8-201y MCAe is amended to read:
m15-8-201. General assessment daye (1) The department

of revenue or its agent musts between January } and the

seccnd Monday of July in each years ascertain the nanes of
all taxable inhabitants and assess all property subject to
taxation in each countye The department or its agent must
assess property to the person by whom it was owned or
clained or in whose possession or control it was at midnight
of January 1 next precedings It must also ascertain and
3ssess all mobile homes arriving in  the cnunfy after
nidnight of January 1 next precedings No mistake in the name

of the owner or supposed owner of real propertys howevers
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renders the assessment invalide

{2) The procedure provided by this section may not
apply to:

{a) wotor vehicles that are required by 15-8-202 to be
assessed on January 1 or upon their anniversary registration
date;

thi—tivestock-which—are-required-by--15-24-906——to-—be
assessed-on—on—average—inventory-basts—in-eoch-countys

tedib) property defined in 61-1-104{2) as *special
mobile equipment™ that is subject to assessment for personal
property taxes on the date that application is made for a
special mobile equipment plate;

t4ic) wmobile homes held by a distributor or dealer of
mobile homes as a part of his stock—in-trade; and

teti{d)l snowmobiles that are required by 15-8-203 to be
assessed as of July la.

{3) Credits must be assessed as provided in
15-1-1014{1)(b)."
Section 2. Saction 15-24-903, MCAy is amended to read:
®15-24~903e Duty of owner to assist in assessmente The
owner of livestocky as defined in 15-24-901y or his agents
at the time of assessment shall make and deliver to the
department of revenue or its agent in the county or counties

whare his Vivestock were located since the last assessment

dates a written statements under oaths showing the different

B o637
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kinds of his 1livestock within the county or counties
belonging to him or under his charges with their wmarks and
brandss—-and-——showing -the-times-during-thet-period-that-his
bivestoch—were—within-—the—county-or-counties.”

Section 3. Section 15-24-904¢ HCAs is amended to read:

"15-24-90%4. Penalty for violation of lawe Any persons
personss coapanys or corporation who is the owner or has in
charge any livestock within this state who refuses to wmake
the statement or statements as provided in 15-24-903 shall
be guilty of a misdemseanor and upon conviction thereof shall
be fined a sum not exceeding 200 143X of the assessed wvalus
of the livestack owped by his or in bis charge.™

HEM SECEIDN, Section %. Assessment and taxation of
migratory livestocke (1) AVl Vivestock must be assessed in
the county In which they are 1located on January le The
county in which livestock are assessed is their howe countye.

{2) The assessed value of 1livestock being fed in
feedlots on January 1 is computed by adding the value of
livestock more than 9 months of age being fed on the last
day of each w=month since the 1last assessment date and
dividing the sum by 12.

{3) A livestock owner must pay the total property tax
levied on his tivestock for the year of assessment to the
county treasurer of the home countye

MEW SECTIONs Section Se Apportionment of migratory
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livestock tax among countiese (1)} When livestock are moved
from the home county to another countys the owner must
within 15 «darys notify the assessors of the home county and
of the county to which the cattle have been moveds He must
provide the information required in 15-24-903 to the
assessor of the county to which the livestock are moveds

{2} The property tax on migratory livestock is
prorated asong the counties in which the livestock have been
located in any year in proportion to the time the livestock
spent in each county during the years except that the home
county shall retain the tax for that portion of time
livestock have spent in a feedlot or other confined area
outside the home county while being fed for staughter.

{3) The home county assessor shall indicate on the
assessment rolls any livestock that have been Jocated in
more than one county during the year. When the treasurer
collects the tax on migratory livestocks he shall:

{a) remit to the state that portion of the tax raised
by statewide levies; and

(b} place the rewainder in a migratory livestock funde

NEW SECTI0OM, Section 6. Distribution of migratory
Tivestock funde (1) In January of each yeary the treasurer
shall cause a warrant to be issued from the migratory
livestock fund to each county for the amount of prorated

livestock tax due to that county under the provision. of

—ly—
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subsection {2) of [section 5]«

{2) Of the amount remaining in the fund after the
warrants have been issuedy 50% shall be placed in the county
general fund for wuse in paying general county operating
expenses and 50% shall be credited to the school district in
which the livestock were assessed for use in paying general
school operating expensess

Section 7« Repealere Sections 15-24-907 through
15-24-910s MCAs are repealed.

Section B« Codifications Sections 4 through 6 are
intended to be codified as an integral! part of Title 15,
chapter 24s part 9¢ and the provisions contained in Title
15+ chapter 24, part 9y apply to sections & through 6.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. _304-79

i FISCAL NOTE

P
R Y

Form BD-15

w In compliance with a written request received _February .9

, 19 79 __, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for __House Bill 639

-,

pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

. Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.
»

* DESCRIPTION

“

This proposed bill revises the current method of assessing livestock; requiring that all
* livestock be assessed and taxed in their home county; providing for proration of property
» tax on migratory cattle among counties; increasing the penalty for failure to provide

assessment information.

f

FISCAL IMPACT

*

No Fiscal Impact.

4
EFFECT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The proposed legislation may change the distribution of revenues among the various

-

£

-

{Prepared by the Department of Revenue)

counties involved. It may also slightly increase revenues due to the change in the
penalty for failure to provide assessment information.

BUDGET DIRECTOR ; g
Office of Budget and Program Planning
Date: -l»,/ 23 ,/ 72
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Approved by Committee

on Taxation
HOUSE PILL NO. 532

INTRODUCED 3Y LIENs MANLEYs CONROYs DAY SURNETT,
POYLANs NATHE, ELLERDe STAIGMILLERs JUHNSTON,

KEYSERy YARDLEYs THIESSENs ERMST

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE CURRENT
HETHOD  OF ASSESSING LIVESTOCK: REQUIRING THAY ALL LIVESTOCLK
HE ASSESSED AND TAXED IN THEIR HOME COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR
PRURATION  OF PROPERTY TAX ON MIGRATORY CATTLE 4MONG
COUNTIES; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PFROVIDE
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION; AMENDING  SECTINNS  15-6-20T:
15-8-201y 15-24-302s 15-24-903v--ANB---15-24-904 THROUGH
15-24-905s MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 15-24-907 THROUGH

15-24-310y MCAL"

sf 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section la Section 15-8-201s MCA, is amended to rtead:
"}15-8-201. General assessment day. (1) The department
of revenue oOr its agent musts between Januiary 1 and the
second Monday of July in each yeare ascertain the names of
a1l taxable inhabitants and assess all property subject to
taxation in weach county. The department or its agent must
assess property to the person by whom it was owned or
claimed or in whose possession or control it was 3t midniaht

of January 1 next precedinge It must also ascertain and
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HA 04539702

assess d9)1 wmubile homes arriving in the county after
mignight of January 1 next precedinge. No mistake in the name
of the owner or supposed owner of real propertys howevers
renders the assessment invalide

(2) The procedure provided by this section mAay not
apply to:

{a) motor wvehicles that are required by 15-8-202 to be
assessed on January 1 or upon their anniversary registration
date;

tb}--¥ivesteeﬁ--nhieh—-are--required-by-*S—éﬁ-qea—ee—be
assessed-on-an-average-inaventery-bas+s-in-each-countyt

£8)  LIVESTQOCK THAY ABRE REQUIRED BY [SECTION 43 AND
(ScCIION_10) T BE' ASSESSED AS OF MARCH 1i

tettbiiL} property defined in 6l-1-104(2) as “special
mobile egquipment™ that is subject to assessment for personal
property taxes on the date that application is made for a
special mobile equipwent plate;

+4¥tec3f0) mobile homes held by 3 distributor or deater
of mobile homes as a part of his stock-in-trade; and

teridi(E)l snowmobiles that are required by 15-8-203 to
b assessed as of July le

{3y Credits must be assessed as provided in
15-1~-101(1)(b)e"

Section 2. Section 15-24-903, 4CAy is amended to read:

"15-24-903. Outy of owner to assist in assessment. The

-2- HB 639
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owner of livestocks as defined in 15-24-901le Or his agenty
at--the--time--of --assessment NOT _LATER THAN APRIL 1 OF_EACH
YEAR shall make and deliver to the department of revenue or
its agent in the cgunty or counties where his livestock were
1S located since--the--jast--assesament--dotey, a written
statements under oaths showing the different kinds of his
livestock within the county or counties belonging to him or
under his chargee with their marks and brandsy--snd-—show#ng
the--times-during-that-period-that-his-drvestock-were-within
the-county-or-coogntres.”™

Section 3. Section 15-24-9%04y MCAs is amended to read:

®15-24-904. Penalty for violation of lawe. Any JE__ANY
persons personss companys or corporation who is the owner or
has in charge any livestock within this state who-refuses
EAILS to make the statement or statemsents as provided in
15-24-9031s shali--be--guitty-~-of --a--misdereanor-—and--upon
conviction-thereasf-shall-be-fined-a-sum-not--exceeding--4160
i98--of--the-pasesaed-yajue-of -the-}ivestock-cwned-by-him-or
tn-his-cherges THE _COUNIY _ASSESSOR MAYs AFTER. 10 _DAYS®
NOTICE TO THE PERSQN WHQ FAILED TO FILE YHE REPORY. INCREASE
IHE ASSESSMENT BY 10X AS A PENALIY.

NEW_SECTIQN., Section 4. Assessment and taxation of
migratory livestocke (1) AFl livestock must be assessed in
the county in which they are located on January l. The

county in which livestock are assessed is their home countye.

-3- HB 639
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(2} Fhe-ossessed--votve--of--}ivestock--being—-fed-—in
feediots--on--danuary-—i--is-computed-py-adding-the-vatoe-of
}ivestock-more-than-9-months-of-age-being-fed-—on—-the--}ast
day--of-—each-~month--since-—the—-tast--nssessment--date-and
dividing-the-sus-by-i2v LIVESTOCK HELD IN A _FEEDLOT _OR__A
LONEINED EEEQING AREA ON MARCH 1 _SHALL BE ASSESSEQ 10:

{a)_YHE OWNER_IN _ETS HOME COUNTY EQR A _12-MONIH PERIQD
1E__Id& _INTENDED FUTURE USE OF THE LIVESTQCK IS5 BREEDING OR
GRAZING: DR

18)__THE DWNER _IN THE COUNTY WHERE BEING FEED _QF_ _THE
LIYESTOCK IS BEING HELD FOR SLAUGHFER QR SHIPMENT QUT OF
STAIE. ASSESSMENT OF LIVESTOCK BEING HELD FOR _SLAUGHTER QR
SHIPMENT _QUY OF STATE SHALL BE FOR THE PORYION DF THE YEAR
PRIOR IO IHE ESTIMATED VIME QOF SLAUGHTER QR _SHIPHENI OQUT OF
SIATEa

£3)__A__MIGRATORY ADJUSTMENT MAY BE PRURATEDR BETWEEN
COUNTIES UNDER (SECTION 5] O LIVESTOCK MOVED IN OR OUT QOF A
EEEQLDT QB CONFINED FEEQING AREAS

+3%{4) A livestock owner must pay the total property
tax levied on his livestock for the year of assessment to
the county treasurer of the home county.

NEW_SECTIONs Section 5. Apportionment of migratory
livestock tax among countiess (1) When livestock are moved
from the home county to another countyr the owner must

within 15 days notify the assessors of the home county and

e HB 639
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of the county to which the cattle have been moveds He must
provide the information required in 15-24-903 to the
assessor of the county to «hich the livestock are moved.

(2) The property tax on mijratory tivestock is
prorated among the counties in which the livestock have been
located in any year in proportion to the time the livestock
spent in cach county during the y=ary-except-that--the--home
county--shati--retain-~the--tax-—for-—thet--pertion--of-time
}ivestoek-have-spent-in-o-feedlot--or--other--confined--aree
ottsrde—the-home—county-white-being-fed-for-stsughters,

{3) The home county assessor shall indicate on the
assessment rolls any livestock that have been Tlocated in
more than one county during the yeare When the treasurer
coilects tne tux on migratory livestocke he shall:

{a) remit to the state that portion of the tax raised
by statewide levies; and

{b) place the remainder in 3 migratory livestock fund.

MEW_SECTIJNe Section 6a. Distribution of miaratory
Tivestock funds (1) #m-Joanuary ON QR BEFQRE _JULY 1 of each
yeary the treasurer shall cause a warrant to hbe issuved from
the migjratory livestock fund to each county for the amount
of prorated livestock tax due to that county under the
provisions of subsection (2} of [section S5].

(2} ©9f-the IJE amount remaining in the fund 3fter the

warrants have been issuedy-56%-sheti-be-pltaced-in-the-county

~5= HRA &39
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generad--fund--for--use--tn--payirng-generat-county-operating
expenses-and-58%-shati-be-credited-to-the-school-district—in
whren-the-t+vestock-were-assessed-for-gee-in-paying--qenereat
senoot-eperating-expensese MUST BE DQISTRIBUTED TO THE PROPER
EUND _ACCORDING TQ . YHE TAX LEYIES MADE DURING THE YEAR THE
ASSESSMENT WAS LEVIED.

13)_ _MONEY __RECELIYED __EROM__ QTHER. _ COUNTIES __UNDEPR
SUBSECTYIGN (1) MUST _SE_ DRISTRIBUTED IO THE _PROPER_FUND
ACLORDING 10 IHE _TAX LEYIES HADE OQURING THE _YEAR _THE
ASSESSHMENT WAS LEVIEDS

SECTION Ja SECTIQN 15-24-905s MCAx XS AMENDEQ 10 READ:

"15-24-905. Livestock brought into state -- notice to
department of revepue or its agent -- tiee for payment. {1}
The owner or the ajents managers or foreman of any persons
corporationy or association bringing livestock into this
state after January 1 shall immediately after said livestock
crousses the state line forward to the department of revenue
or its agent in the county into which the ltivestock is moved
a registered or certified lettery which letter shall contain
the name of the owner of such livestocks the number thereofs
the Drand thercone and the ages of'the sames  together with
the time and place at which said lYivestock was brought
across the state lines provided that the department of
livestock a3t Yeast once each wmonth furnish from its own

records to the department of revenue ar its agent in *he

-6~ HB 639
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county into which such livestock is moved a list of the
number and kind of livestock so moveds together with the
name of the owner thercof.

121__Ihe _tax__due_op_ livestock brought into this state
Bust_be pasd within 30 days after geceiving the tax _potices

L3} _Livestock_ oo which fax_is pwcd upder this_ section
may_not pe_resoved froe the county Yohil tne_taxes hawe Qeco
Raida™

SECIION Ba SECTIOQN 35-£-207s MCA IS AMENDED TQ READ:

"15-6-237« Ayricultural exemptions. The following
agricultural products are exempt from taxation:

11} all unprocesseds perishable fruits and wvegetabtles
in farm storage and owned by the producer;

(2)y aMl nonperishable unprocessed agricultural
productss except livestocks held in possession of the
original producer for less than 7 months following harvest;
and

{3) livestocke definet 35 cattles shecepe horsess orf
mulesy which have not attained the age of 9 & months as of
the-}ast-dey-of-any-month March 1 and swinec which have not
attained the age of 3 months as of January 1."

SCCTION 2» SECTION 15-24-302. MCAs 15 AMENDED IO _READ:

"15-24-302. Collection procedure. an property
mentioned in [the preceding section] shall be assessed at

the same value as property of lixe kind and characters and

-7- HB 439
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the assessaents levys and collection of the tax shall be
governed by the provisions of 15-8-408; 15-16-111 through
15-16-115; 15-16-404; chapter 17y part 9; and 15-24-202{(1);
as amendeds except livestock taxation whieh-+s qoverned by
port-9-of-this-chaptery B81-7-104y and Title 81s chapter 7T,
part 2."™

SECTION 10a JHERE LS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS:

Livestock assessment. The department of revenue of its
agent must assess all ltivestock in each county as of March 1
of each year. Livestock shall be assessed to the person by
whom owned or claimed or in whose possession or control it
was at midnight of March 1 in each years except that
livestock in a feedlot or confined feeding area must be
assessed as provided in [section 4}e

Section lle« Repealere. Sections 15-24-907 through
15-24-310s MLAy are repealed.

Section 12. Codification. Sections &4 through 6 are
tntended to be codified as an integral part of Title 15,
chapter 24s part 9+ .and the provisions contained in Titie
15s chapter 2%s part 9y apply to sections & through 5.

-End-

-8- 4B 639
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HOUSE BILL NOe 639
INTRODUCED BY LIENs; MANLEY, CONROY, DAY, BURNETTe
BOYLANs NATHEs ELLERDs STAIGMILLERs JOHNSTON.

KEYSERs YARDLEYe THIESSENe ERNST

A BILL FOR AN ACTY ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE CURRENT
METHOD OF ASSESSING LIVESTOCK; REQUIRING THAT ALL LIVESTOCK
BE ASSESSED AND TAXED IN THEIR HOME COUNTY; PROVIDING ¢OR
PRORATION OF PROPERTY TAX ON MIGRATORY CATTLE AMONG
COUNTIES; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 19-6-207Ts
15-8-201s 15-24-302s 15-24-903y-~AND——-15-24-964 IHROUGH
15-24-905s MCA; AND REPEALING SECVIONS 15-24-907 THROUGH

15-24-910¢ MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 15-8-201l+ MCA, is amended to read:
*)5-8-201e General assessment days. (1) The department

of revenue or its agent musts between January 1 and the

second Monday of July in each years ascertain the names of

311 taxable inhabitants and assess all property subject to

taxation in each <countye The department or its agent must

assess property to the person by whom it was owned or
claimed or in whose possession or control it was at midnight

of January 1 next precedinge It must also ascertain and
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assess all mobile homes arriving in the county after
midnight of January 1 next preceding. No mistake in the name
of the owner or supposed owner of real propertys howevers
renders the assessment invalide

(2) The procedure provided by this section may not
apply to:

{a) wmotor vehicles that are required by 15-8-202 to be
assessed on January 1 or upon their anniversary registration
date;

tor-~tivestock-~which--are—-required-by-15-24~-968-to-be
assessed-on—an-everage-iaventory-basirs-in-esch-countyt

183 LIVESTOCK THAY ARE BREQUIRED BY _[SECTION _4) _AND
[SECTION 10) YO BE ASSESSED AS_QF MABCH i3

teythy{C) property defined in 61-1-104(2) as “special
moblle equipment™ that is subject to assessment for personal
property taxes on the date that application is wmsade for a
special mobile equipment plate;

td¥tecril} mobile homes held by a distributor or dealer
of mobhile homes as a3 part of his stock-in-trade; and

tertdilE)l snowwmobiles that are required by 15-8-203 to
e assessed as of July l.

(3) CLredits nust be assessed as provided in
15-1-101(1)(b)«"

Section 2« Section 15-24-903s MCAs is amended to read:

*15-24-303. Duty of owner to assist in assessments The

~-2- HB 639
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owner of livestocks as defined in 15-24-901l+ or his aqgents
at--the--time--of--a3sesament NOI LATER THAN APRIL ) CF _EACH
YEAR shall make and deliver to the department of revenue or
its agent in the éountr or counties where his livestock were
1S 1located since--the--tost--sssessment--dater A written
statements under caths showing the different kinds of his
livestock within the county or counties belonging to him or
under his charges with their marks and brandsy~-end--showing
the--times-during-thet-period-that-his-tivestock-were-within
the-county-or-counties.”

Section 3. Section 15-24-90&y MCAe is amended to read:

"15-24-904s Penalty for violation of law. Any IF__ANY
persons personss COMpanys or corporation who is the owner or
has in charge any ltivestock within this state who-refuses
EAILS to make the statement or statements as provided in
15-24-9033 shali--be--quiltty--ef-—o--misdemesneor-—and-——upon
convietion-thereof-sheti-pe-fined-6-sum-not--exceeding--4168
10%--ef--the-asaessed-yoiue-of-the-liveatock-owned-by-him-or
to-his—charges IHE _COUNTY ASSESSOR.  MAYs _AFTER 10 DAYS®
NOTICE 70 THE PERSON WHO FAILED TD FILE YHE REPORIs INCREASE
IHE_ASSESSMENT BY 103 AS A PENALTY.

MEW_SECTION, Section 4. Assessment and taxation of
migratory livestocks (1) A1 livestock must be assessed in
the county in which they are located on Janvary MAR{H 1. The

county in which livestock are assessed is their home countys
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(2) ¥Fhe--esssrevsed--value--of--tivestock-—being--fed-in
feediotas-on-donvery-i-is-computed-by--adding-—-the--vetue-—of
tivestock--more--thon--9-months-of-age-being-fed-on-the-tast
day-of--each~-month--since-—-the--tast-—-assessment-~-doate--and
dividing-—-the--sum--by-~t2« LIVESYQCK HELD IN A _EEEDLOY DR_A
CONFINED EEEDING AREA ON HMARCH 1 SHALL BE_ASSESSEQ TQ:

fAY _THE OWNER_IN_IJS HOME COUNTY FOR A _12-MONTH PERIOD
lE_IHE_INTENDED FUTURE USE OF JHE LIVESTOCK IS5 SREEQING QR
GRAZINGI OR

183 __IHE_ OWNER IN THE COUNIY WHERE BEING FEQD IF THE
LIVESTOCK 15 BEING MELD FOR SLAUGHTER _OR _SHIPMENT QU _4U€
SYATEs_ ASSESSMENT _OF LIVESTOCK BEING HELD FOR_SLAUGHTER QR
SHIEMENT OUI QF STATE SHALL BE _FOR THE PORYION OF _THE _YEAR
PRIOR__JO THE ESTIMATED TIME QF SLAUGHTER QR SHIPMENT QUI OF
SIATE.

£3)_ A MIGRATORY ADJUSTMENT _MAY BE _PROBRAJED _BEFMEEN
COUNTIES UNDER [SECYION 51 OM LIVESTOCK MOVED IN QR OUT OF_A
EEEDLOT _OR CONEINED FEEDING AREA,

+33(4) A livestock owner must pay the total property
tax levied on his livestock for the year of assessment to
the county treasurer of the home countyse

MEW_SECTIQN.: Section 5. Apportionment of migratory
livestock tax among countiese (1) When livestock are moved
from +the home county to another countys the owner must

within 15 days notify the assessors of the home county ana

el g HR 639
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of the county to which the cattle have been moveds. He must
provide the information required in 15-24-903 to the
assessor of the county to which the livestock are moved.

(2} The property tax on migratory Jlivestock s
prorated among the counties in which the livestock have been
located in any year in proportion to the time the Jlivestock
spent in each county during the yearv-except—-that-the-nome
county~-shati--retain--the--tax--for--that--poretion--of--tims
tivestoeck--have--spent--in--o-feediot-er-other-confined-aree
outside-the-home—county-white—being—fed-for-stoughterey

t3) The home county assessor shall indicate on the
assessment rolls any livestock that have been located in
more than one county during the years #hen the treasurer
collects the tax on migratory livestocks he shall:

{a) remit to the state that portion of the tax raised
by statewide levies; and

(b} place the remainder in a migratory livestock funde.

NEW SECTIQN. Section 6. UDistribution of migratory
livestock funde (1) ¥In-demunry ON 08 BEFOQRE JULY 1 of each
years the treasurer shall cause a warrant to be issued frowm
the migratory livestock fund to each county for the amount
of prorated livestock tax due to that county under the
provisions of subsection (2) of [section S].

{2) ©Bf--the THE amount remaining in the fund after the

warrants have been issuedy-58%-shati-be-placed-in—the-county
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general-fund-for-vse-—+n--paying--generai--county--operating
expenses-and-58%-shetl-be-credited-to-the-senoot-district-+n
whieh--the-tivestotk-were-assessed-for-vye-in-paying-generat
school-operating-expeansess MUST BE DISIRIBUTED TO IHE PROPER
EUND _ACCORDING TO YWHE TAX LEYIES MADE DURIRG THE YEAR _THE
ASSESSMENTY _MWAS LEVIED.

£3). _MONEY __BECEIVED _ FROM OTHER __(CQUNTIES UNDER
SUBSECTION (i3 MUST BE DISTRIBUTED YO IHE PROPER _FUND
ACCORDING _TO _THE _TJAX LEYIES MADE DURING THE _YEAR THE
ASSESSMENT WAS LEYIEDS

SECTION 7 SECTION 15-24-905. MLAs L5 AMENDED TQ READ:

®i5-24-905. Livestock brought into state -- notice to
departeent of revénue or its agent == tieg for payssote. £1)}
The owner or the agents managers or foreaan of any persons
corporations or association bringing livestock into this
state after denuary MARCH 1 shalt immediately after said
livestock crosses the state line forward to the department
of revenue or its agent in the county into which the
livestock is moved a registered or certified letteres which
letter shall contain the name of the owner of such
livestocks the number thereof, ghe brand thereon: and the
ages of the sames together with the time and place at which
said livestock was brought across the state lines provided

that the department of livestaock at least once each month

furnish from its own records to the department of revenue or

6 HB 639
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its agent in the county into which such livestock is moved a
list of the number and kind of livestock 50 moveds together
with the name of the owner thereof.

12)__Ihe tax due oo livestock brought _into _ghis__state
sust._De paid within 30 _days after receiving the tax noticas

£3) __Livestock on_which tax_ is owed under this _section
say oot _be resoved froe_the couoly until_the taxes bhaye Reen
paida”

SECIION fa _SECTION  15-6-207s #4CAs 15 AMENOER 10 REAR:

*15-6-207. Agricultural exemptions. The following
agricultural products are exempt from taxation:

{l1) a1l wunprocesseds perishable fruits and vegetables
in farm storage and owned by the producer;

(2) alt nonperishable unprocessed agricul tural
productss except livestocksy held in possession of the
original producer for less than 7 months following harvest;
and

(3) livestocks defined as cattles sheeps horsess or
muless which have not attained the age of 9 § months as of
the--tast--doy-of-any-menth March_ 1l and swine which have not
attained tne age of 3 months as of January l.®

SECTION 9, SECTIDN 15-24-302s MCAs 15 AMENDED IO REAQ:

®15-24-302. Collection procedures. AN property
mentioned in (the preceding section] shall be assessed at

the same value as property of like kind anad characters and
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the assessments levys and collection of the tax shall be
governed by the provisions of 15-8-4083 15-16~111 through
15-16-115; 15-16-404; chapter 1Ty part 9; and 15-24-202{1};
as amendeds except livestock taxation whieh-+8 governed Dby
part--9--af-this-chaptery 81-T-104y and Title Bls chapter T»
part 2."

SECTION 10a THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAY READS:

Livestock assessmente The department of revenue or its
agent must assess all livestock in each county as of March 1
of each year. Livestock shall be assessed to the personh by
whom owned or claimed or in whose possession or control it
was at midnight of March 1 in each yearsy except that
livestock in a feedlot or confined feeding area must be
assessed as provided in [section 4].

Section ll. Repealere. Sections 15-24-907 through
15-24-910¢ MCA+ are repealede

Section 12 Codification. Sections 4 through & are
intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 15
chapter 244 part 9y and the provisions contained in Title
15+ chapter 24+ part 9y apply to sections 4 through 6e

-End-

-8~ HB 639
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HOUSE BILL NO. 639
INTRODUCED BY LIENy MANLEY, CONROYs DAYs BURNETT,
BOYLANy NATHEy ELLEARDy STAIGMILLERs JOHNSTONe

KEYSERe YARDLEYs THIESSENs ERNST

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE CURRENT
METHOD OF ASSESSING LIVESTOCK BY ALLOWING OWNERS Y0 CHOOSE
IHE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT: REQUIRING THAT ALL LIVESTOCK BE
ASSESSED AND TAXED 1IN THEIR HOME COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR
PRORATION OF PROPERTY TAX ON MIGRATORY CATTLE  AMONG
COUNTIES; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE
ASSESSMENT INFORMAYION; PROVIDING A RESERYE _ FUND _FOR
BEFUNDING QYERPAYMENT OF PROPERTY TAX ON LIVESTOCK: AMENDING
SECTIONS  15-6-207as 15-8-201e¢ 15-24-302s 15-24-903v-—ANB
+5-24-984 FHROUGH. 15-24-90%y 15-24-903+ AND ___135-25-908
IHROUGH 15-24-910s MCA; AND REPEALING SEEFEONS SECTION
15-24-907 FHRBUSH-25-24~9108y MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 15-8-201s MCAy is amended to read:
®15-8-201s General assessment daye (1) The department

of revenue or its agent muste between January 1 and the

second Monday of July in each yeary ascertain the names of
all taxable inhabitants and assess all property subject ¢to

taxation in each countye. The departasent or its agent must
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assess property to the person by whom it was owned or
claimed or in whose possession or control it was at midnight
of January 1 next precedinge It must also ascertain and
assess all wmobile howes arriving in the county after
midnight of Januvary 1 next preceding. No mistake In the name
of the owner or supposed owner of real propertys howevere
rendors the assessment invalide

{(2) The procedure provided by this section may not
apply to:

{a) motor v#hiclos that are required by 15-8-202 to be
assessed on January 1 or upon their anniversary registration
date;

thi——tivestoch—-which—-are—required-by-15-24-968—to-be
assessed-on-en—average-inventory-baste-in-esch-countyt

1B) LIVESIOCK FHAT-ARE-REQUIRED--BY--ESECTIAN-—$3--AND

teribi(L]) property defined in 61-1-104(2) as *"special
mobile equipment™ that is subject to assessment for personal
property taxes on the date that application is w=sade for a
special mobile equipment plate;

td¥1e3(D) wobile homes held by a distributor or dealer
of mobile homes as a part of his stock—in-trade; and

tedtd¥{E) snowmobiles that are required by 15-8-203 to
be assessed as of July l.

{3) Credits must be assessed as provided in

-2- HB 639
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15-1-101¢1)(b)e"™
Section-2e—-Section-15-24-903v-NEAv-t9-amended-to-reads
B315-24~9€3v—-Buty—of-—owner—to-—asstat-—in--essessnents

Fhe-—ouner—--of-—iivestocky-—os-—defined-in-15-24-96tv-or-h+s

agenty-et—the—time-of-assessment NAF-LAFER-FHAN-APRIL-—-3-—BF
EAEH-~¥EAR sha}i--meke--and—detiver-—to--the-depertment-of

revenue-or-its-agent-in-the-county--or--counties--where—-h+s
Hvestock-——were 15 }ocated-since-the-tast-assessaent-detey-o
uritten—statenenty-under—ocothy-shewing-the--different——kinds
of ——his-tvestock-within-the-county-or-eounties—-beltonging—to
him-or—under—htes-charger—with-their-nasrks--ond--brandsy-—-end
showing-the-times-during-thot-period-that-his-}tivestock-were
néthin-ehe—eﬁuney-of—eount#es-'

Section 2« Section 15-24-904y MCAs is amended to read:

*15-24-904. Penalty for violation of lawe Any IFE_ANY
persons personss Companys or corporation who is the owner or
has in charge any livestock within this state who--refuses
EAJLS to make the statement or statements as provided in
15-24-903,; she3}-—-be--guitty—of--a--misdemeanor-—and--upon
convietion-—thereof--sheti-pe—fined-a-sum—-not-exceeding-91+66

MEW SELTIONs Section 3. Assessment and taxation of

-3 HB 639
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migratory livestocke (1) Al] livestock must be assessed in
the county in which they are located on denuary MARCH 1. The
county in which livestock are assessed is their home countye

(2) Fhe-assessed--vetue--of-—}ivestock-—-being-——fed-——in
feediots--on——denuary--i--ts-computed-by-adding-the-vatue—of

$ivestock-more-then-9-months-of-age-being-fed-—-on-~the--tast

day--of-—-each——month-—-since-—-the--1ast—-nssessment——date—and

dividing-the-sum-by-ids == —9R=—

—4- HB 639
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+3¥143{3) A livestock owner wust pay the total
property tax levied on his livestock for the vyear of
assessment to the county treasurer of the home countye

NEW SECTIDNN, Section 4« Apportionment of migratory
livestock tax among countiese (1} When livestock are moved
from the home county to another countys ¢the owner sust
within 15 days notify the assessors of the home county and
of the county to which the cattle have been movede He must
provide the information required in 15-24-903 to the
assessor of the county to which the livestock are moved.

t2) The property tax on migratory Tivestock is
prorated among the counties in which the livestock have been
located in any year in proportion to the time the livestock
spent in each county during the yearrv-except-that—-the--home
county-~-shadd--retain-—the-—tax--for--that--portion——-of-time
}ivestock-have-spent-in-e-feedtot—or-—other--confined—-arean
cutside-the-home—county-white-betng-fed-for-staughters,

(3) The home county assessor $hall indicate on the
assessment rolls any livestock that have been located in
more than one county during the year. When the treasurer
collects the tax on migratory livestocks he shall:

(a) remit to the state that portion of the tax raised
by statewide levies; and

{b) place the remainder in a migratory livestock funde

NEM SELIIONg Section 5 Distribution of migratory

-5- HB 639
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livestock funde (1) ¥n-denuary DN DR _BEFORE JULY 1 of each
years the treasurer shall cause a warrant to be issued from
the migratory livestock fund to each county for the amount
of prorated livestock tax due to that county under the
provisions of subsection (2} of [section 5].

{2) Of-the IHE amount remaining in the fund after the
warrants have been issuedv-56%-sheail-be-placed-in—the-county
general--fond--for-—use-—-in—-paytng-generei-ceunty-operating
expenses—and-56K-shedi-be-eredited-to-the-schoot-district-in
which—the-tivestocii-were-nsssessed—for-use—in—paying--generat
schoot-operating-expensess MUST BE DISTRIBUTED YO THE PROPER
EUND ACCORDING YO TYHE TAX LEVIES MADE DURING THE YEAR THE
ASSESSMENT WAS LEVIEQS

43) MONEY RECEIVEOQ ~ FROM QOTHMER COUNTIES  UNOES

ASSESSMENT WAS LEVIEDs

*15~-24-905. Livestock brought into state -- notice to
departmsent of revenue or its agent —— time for paysent. A1)}
The owner or the agents managere or foreman of any persony
corporations Or association bringing livestock intoe this
state after demwery MARCH 1 shall immediately after said
livestock crosses the state line forward to the department

of revenue or its agent in the county into which the

-&= HB 639
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livestock is moved a reqistered or certifled letters which
letter shall contain the name of the ownaer of such
livestocky the number thereofs, the brand therecns and the
ages of the samos togaether with the time and place at uhléh
said livestock was brought across the state 1lines provided
that the department of livestock at least once each wmonth
furnish from its own records to the department of revenue or
its agent in the county into which such livestock is moved a
1ist of the number and kind of livestock so moveds together
with the name of the owner thereof.

12) The tax due on liwvestock brought into this state

paide”

SECYION 7, SECTION 15-6-207a MLAs 1S AMENDED TO READ:

*15~6-20T« Agricultural exemptions. The following
agricultural products are exempt from taxation:

{1) al! unprocessedy perishable fruits and vegetables
in farm storage and owned by the producer;

(2) all nonper ishable unprocessed agricultural
productss excapt livestocks held in possession of the
original producer for less than T months following harvest;
and

{3) livestocky defined as cattiey sheepy horsess or

-T= HB 639

3

| O - e

10
11
12
13
1%
15
1s
17
18

19

21
22
23
24

25

HB 0639/04

mulesy which have not attained the age of 9 § 3 sonths as of
the--}est——day-—of-any-wonth March-3 ITHE ARSESSNENT DATE and
swine which have not attained the age of 3 wmonths as of
January 1.%

®15-24-302s Collection procedures Al property
mentioned in [the preceding section] shall be assessed at
the same value as property of like kind and characters and
the assessmenty levys and collection of the tax shall be
governed by the provisions of 15-8-4083 15-16-111 through
15-16-1153 15~16-40%; chapter 17y part 9; and 15-24-202{1);
as amendedy except livestock taxation which—#s goveined by
part—9-of-this—choptery B1-7-104y ahd Title 8ly chapter 7,

part 2.%

Livestock assessment. Fhe (1) EACH OWNER OF LINESTOCK

8- HB 639
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CHOICE BY FEBRUARY 1s OR ACOUIRING CATTLE ACTER EEBRUARY 1
SHALL _BE DEEMED YO GHAVE CHOSEN THE MARCH L ASSESSMENT OATE,
L&l..lE_Aﬂ._QHNEB__Lﬂnﬂiiﬁ._Iﬂf__ﬂEIﬂﬂﬂ__ﬂﬁ_.A§£E£SHENI
PROYIDED IN _()1)fA)s JHE department of revenue or its agent
must assess o3+ IHE DWNER'S livestock in each county as of
March 1 of each vyeare. Evvestock IHIS LIVESTOCK shall be
assessed to the person by whom owned or claimed or in whose
possession or control it was at midnight of March 1 in each
yearys except—-that—-tivestock—-in-—a——feediot--or--confirned
feeding-ares—nust-pe-ossessed-as—provided-in-fsectionm-4je

SECTION 1C. SECTION _13-24-9C8. MCAe I3 AMENQED TO
READR:

*15-24-908. Computation of estimated value of
livestocke (1)} ¥he 1f the owper selects an average inventory
basis__of assessmepts the estimated value of livestock in a
county on assessment day is computed by adding the assessed
value of all 1livestock more than 9 months of age owned by
the taxpayer in the county on the last day of each wmonth
since the last assessment day and dividing the sum by 12.

{2} On the Yast day of the year in which the estimate
is mades the taxpayer must file a current statement setting
forth the number of all livestock more than 9 months of age
owned by him in each county on the last day of each wmonth
during the current tax yeare

{3) The taxpayer is entitled to an adjustment of the

—g- HB 639
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estimated assessed value of livestock and recomputation of
any tax levied and a refund of taxes paid if the amount paid
is higher than the estimate.

{4} A1l remedies available to the taxpayer who owned
livestock are available to him notwithstanding the fact that
an estimated assessed value of livestock is submitted on or
after the tax assessment days subjlect to the end-of-the-year
adjustment.”

SECTION 1ie SECTION 15-24-90%9. MCAs IS AMENDED TO
BEADS
livestock on
assessment daye (1) If a taxpayer nhg_selects the average
loventory basis of assassment does not own livestock on

*15-24-909. Taxpayer not owning

assessment day but owned livestock during the preceding tax
years he is not subject to taxes for the current tax year if
he files a statement with the appropriate county assessor
stating that he does not intend to own or acquire livestock
during the tax year.

t2) If the taxpayer does acquire livestock during the
years he wmust file a current statement on the last day of
the year and be subject to the provisions of 15-24-908."

SECTION 12 SECTION _15-24-910s MCAs IS AMENDED YO
BEADS:

"15-24-910« Procedure for correcting assessed value

and receiving refunds for overpayments. (1} If the <taxpayer

-10- HB 639
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owning 1ivestock has fitled an estimate pursuant to
15-24-9308¢(1) and a current statement pursuant to
15-24—-908({2) uhicp shows that the number of ltivestock
actually owned differs from the estimated number of
livestocky the county assessor must within 30 days correct
the assessed value of the livestock or provide the taxpayer
with a written statement setting forth his reasons for not
making the correction.

{2) If the taxpayer has already paid the tax levied or
any portions the county treasurer must within 30 days make a
refund from the livestock ressrwve fuod to the taxpayer of
that portion of the tax improperly levied or provide the
taxpayer with a written statement setting forth his reasons
for not making the refund.

{3} NKithin 60 days of receipt of the written statement
from the county assessory the taxpayer may commence a
tawsuit to correct the assessment or recover the tax paid in
a court of competent jurisdiction against the county
treasurery the county or sunicipality on whose behalf the
tax was levied or collectedy or the department of revenue,
which must be served with summons and a copy of the
cosplainte

(4) When a2 tax is paid in installmentss the first
installment or a3 portion may be the basis of the lawsuits

andy if any subsequent installment becomes due before the

-11- HB8 639
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lawsuit is finally determineds the subsequent installgent or
portion wmay be paid under protest and incorporated into the
pending lawsuit with all rightsy, dutiesy and obligations
determined by the result of the lawsuite.

{5} Payment and disposition of taxes paid under
protest are governed by the provisions of 15-1-402."

SECTION 13, JHERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT SEADS:

Livestock reserve funde {1l) The county treasurer shall
deposit 5% of the property tax collected each year on
livestock assessed on the average inventory basis in a
livestock reserve fuade

{2) Refunds for overpayment of property tax on
livestock made under the provisions of 15-24-910 shall be
issued from this fund.

(3) When the amount In a livestock reserve fund
exceeds 10X of the total property tax collected in a year on
livestocke the excess funds shall be transferred to the
county general fund and included in the next year®s county
budget.

Section l4. Repealer. Sections  SECTION 15-24-907
through~15-24-918, MCA, are 15 repealed.

Section 15. Codification. Sections 4§—through—=6 3, 4.
32 AND 13 are intended to be codified as an integral part of
Title 15y chapter 24s» part 9+ and the provisions contained
tn Title 15y chapter 24, part 9 apply to sections 4-through
6

3, 4, 5, AND 13.
-12- H8 639
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HOUSE BILL NOe 639
INTRODUCED BY LIENy MANLEYs CONROYy DAYy BURNETT,
BOYLANy NATHEs ELLERDy STAIGMILLERy JOHNSTON,

KEYSERe YARDLEYy THIESSENe ERNST

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO REVISE THE CURRENT
METHOD OF ASSESSING LIVESTOCK 8¥- - -
FHE-MEFHRB-OF-ASSESSMENT; REQUIRING THAT ALL LIVESTOCK BE
ASSESSED AND TAXED IN THEIR HOME COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR
PRORATION OF PROPERTY TAX ON MIGRATORY CATTLE  AMONG
COUNTIES; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION; PROYIDING A RESERYE _ FUND _ FOR
REEUNDING OVERPAYMENT DF PROPERTY TAX ON LIVESTOCK: AMENDING
SECTIONS  15-6-207s 15-6-201s 15-2%-3024 15-24-903vy~-AND
15-24~904 IHROUGH. _15-24-904+ 15-24-90S5s ANOD__ 15-24-908
IBROUGH 15-24-210s MCA: AND REPEALING SEEFEens SECYION
15-24-907 FHRBUGH-15-24-938s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY ¥HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 15-8-201y MCAs is amended to read:
"15-8-201. General assessment daye (1} The department

of revenue or its agent musty between January 1 and the

second Monday of July in each yeary ascertain the names of
all taxable inhabitants and assess all property subject to

taxation in each countye The department or its agent must
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assess property to the person by whom it was owned or
claimed or in whose possession or control it was at midnight
of January 1 next precedinges It must also ascertain and
assess all wmobile homes arriving in the county after
midnight of January 1 next precedinge No mistake in the name

of the owner or supposed owner of real propertys howevers

renders the assessment invalide

{2} The procedure provided by this section may not
apply to:

{a} wmotor v;hlcles that are required by 15-8-202 to be

assessed on January 1 or upon thelr anniversary registration

date;
tb1——tivestoch——which-—ere—-required—by—15-24-906—to-be
essessed-on-an—average—inventory-beasis-in-each—-countys
{B) _LIVESTOCK FHAT-ABRE~REQUIREH--BY--ESFEFION-—&3-—AND

teythi (L) property defined In 61-1-104(2) as "special
mobile equipaent™ that is subject to assessment for personal
property taxes on the date that appiication is wmade for a
special mobile equipment plate;

+d¥te2 (D) mobile homes held by a distributor or dealer
of mobile homes as a part of his stock-in-trade; and

terfdy (£} snowmobiles that are required by 15-8-203 to
be assessed as of July l.

{3) Credits must be assessed as provided in

-2- KB 639
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15-1~101{1)(D)e"
Section-2s--Section-15-24-963y-MEAy—t3-amended-to-readt
235-24-983v——Duty-of-owner-—to--nssist--in--assessnents
Fhe-—owner—of -~ tivestocky-—as--~defined—in-15-24-50ty—or—h+ts
agenty-at—the-time-of-assessment NGF-LAYER-FHAN-sPREL-—3--BF
EAEH--YEAR she}i--make—-and-——deliver-—to-—the- department-of
revense—or—its-agent—in-the-county--or——countics—-where——his
tvestoek—were 15 jecoted-since—the-ast-asse jsment-dotey-a
written-statemsenty-under-oothy-showing-the--different--kinds
of—~his—tivestock-within-the-county-or-counttes-betonging—te
nim-or—under—his-charges—with-their-aerks--end--brondsy—~end
showing-the-times-during-thot-period-thet-his-tivestock-were
within—the—county-or-countieses

.l o .
3

"15~24-903«. Duty of owner to assist in assessmente (11}
The owner of livestocke as deflned in 15-24-901y or his
agents at the time of assessment shall! make and deliver to
the departwent of revenue or its agent in the county or
counties where his livestock were located since the last
assessment datey, 3 written statemsent, under oathy showing
the different kinds of his livestock within the county or
counties belonging te him or under his charges with their
marks and brandss and showing the times during that period

that his livestock were within the county or countieses

{21 As usaed jio this sectiors “agent™ seans a0y DErsqis
-3 HB 639
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ReLsonsa — COMPAnYs  Qf  corgorations iocluding 3. feedlot
ogarator or qwoer _of graziog lands who  has charge of
liyestock on the assessment datee™

Section 3. Section 15-24-904y MCAs is amended to read:

*15~24-904« Penalty for violation of law. Amy IF _ANY
persons personsy companys Or corporation who is the owner or
has in charge any livestock within this state who--refuases
EAILS to make the statement or statements as provided in
15-24-9033 she¥¥--be--gquitty-—-of-—o-—-mizdeneanor-—end--upon
conviction——thereof-——2heli-bhe—fined-ea-sumnot—exceedrng-$168

—of— ? = ~by-——hip-—or
ta--his-—-charges THE COUNTY ASSESSOR MAYs AFTER 10 DAYS®
NOTICE YO THE PERSOM WMHO FAILED YO FILE THE REPORTs INCREASE
IHE ASSESSMENT BY 10X AS A PENALTY."

NEM _SECTION, Section &. Assassment and taxation of
migratory livestocks (1) A11.1ivestock INAT ARE ASSESSED ON
IHE METHOD PROVIOED IN [SECTION 1Q(1)(A)] must be assessed
in the county in which they are located on denwery MARCH l.
The county In which Yivestock are assessed is their honme
countye

{+2y—~Fhe--o32essed—-valuve-—of-~}ivestock--being-—fed-in
feediots-on—denvary—i-is-computed-by-——adding—-the--vatue——of
ivesteck——mere——-then——9-mentha-of-age—being-fed—an—the-iast
day-of-—each~-nonth—since--the—-}ast—-tssessment—-date-—and

dividing——the—-sum——by-~idw LIVESFRER-UELR-IN-A-FECOERT-GR-A

-y HB 639
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+3¥t4¥t3¥(2) A livestock owner must pay the total

property tax levied on his livestock for the vyear of
assessment to the county treasurer of the home countye.

NEW SECTIONs Section 5. Apportionment of migratory
livestock tax among countiese (1) Wwhen 1llivestock IHAT ARE
ASSESSED QN THE METHOD PROVIOED JN [SECTION 10(13(A)] are
moved from the home county to another countys the owner must

within 15 days notify the assessors of the home <county and

-5~ HB 639
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of the county to which the cattle have been moved. He must
provide the information required In 15-24-903 to the
assessor of the county to which the livestock are moved.

{2) The property tax on wmigratory Jlivestock is
prorated among the counties in which the livestock have been
located in any year in proportion to the time the livestock
spent in each county during the yeary-except-that-the-home
county-shati--retatn——the--toax--for--thet—-percton——of--time
Hvestock-—have-—-spent—in--a-feedbot-or-other-confined-area
outside-the-hope-county-white-being-fed-for-steaghtere,y

{3) The home county assessor shall indicate on the
assessment rolls any livestock that have been located in
wore than one couniy during the year. When the treasurer
collects the tax on migratory livestocks he shall:

{a) remit to the state that portion of the tax raised
by statewide levies; and

{b) place the remainder in a migratory ltivestock funde

NEM SECTI(Ne. Section 6. Distribution of migratory
livestock funde (1) Fn~demuvary ON OR BEFORE JULY 1 of each
yeary the treasurer shall cause a warrant to be issued from

the wmigratory Jlivestock fund to each county for the amount

" of prorated livestock tax due to that county under the

provisions of subsection (2) of [section 5].
{2) BFf--the IHE amount remaining in the fund after the

warrants have been issuedy-508-shati-be-placed-in—the-county

-6~ HB 639
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qenerel—fund-fer-use—-in—peying--generei-—county--operating
expenses-end-508-sheli-be—credited-to—the-schood-districe—+n
whieh-—the~tvesteck-wera—assessed-for—use-in—paying—genersd
FUND ACCORDING TO THE YAX LEVIES MAOE DURING THE YEAR THE
ASSESSMENT MAS LEVIEDa

£3) MONEY RECEIVED FROM QOTHER  CIUNTIES  UNDER
SUBSECTION {3} MUST BF ODISTRIRUTED IQ THE PROPER FUKD
ACCORDING TO THME TAX ELEWIES MADE DURINC JHE YEAR IHE
ASSESSMENT MAS LEVIEDe

- s
:

®]15-24-905. Livestock brought intc state -—— notice to
department of revenue or its agent ——_tise for paymsent. (1)
The owner or the agents managery or foresan of any persons
corporationy or association bringing livestock into this
state after dJenuery MAREH JANUARY 1 shall ismediately after
sald tivestock crosses the state line forward to the
department of revenue or its agent in the county into which
the 1livestock is moved a registered or certified Jettery
which letter shall contain the name of the owner of such
livestocks the number thereofs the brand thereons and the
ages of the sames together with the time and place at which
sald Vivestock was brought across the state lines provided
that the department of livestock at least once each wmonth

furniéish from its own records to the department of revenue or

-1- HB 639
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its agent in the county into which such livestock is moved a
list of the number and kind of livestock so movedy together
with the name of the owner thereofe.

12) _The tax due op livestock brought into _this state
aust__be paid withip 30 days after receiving the tax notices

43) Livestock on which tax is owed under this _section
way pot be removed fros the county until the taxes have been
paida”

SECTION B, SECTION 15-5-207. MCAe IS AMENDED YO READ:

*15-6-207« Agricultural exemptions. The following
agricultural products are exempt from taxation:

{1} all wunprocessedy perishable fruits and vegetables
in fara storage and owned by the producer;

(2} all nonperishable unprocessed agricultural
productss except livestocks held in possession of the
original producer for less than T months following harvest;
and

{3) livestocky defined as cattles sheepe horsess or
muless which have not attained the age of 9 & 2 months as of
the-tast-dey-of-any—nenth Moreh-3 FHE--ASSESSMENF--O043F IHE
LASY_ DAY _OF ANY MONYH 1F ASSESSER ON THE AYEBAGE INVENTORY
BASIS DR DN MARCH ) IF ASSESSED _AS PROVIDED IN. _[SECTION
1011)tA)} and swine which have not attained the age of 3

months as of January l.%

SECTION 9o  SECTION 15-26-302¢ MCAs IS AMENDED 7O REAQ:

-8— HB 639
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"15-24-302. Collection procedure. All property
mantioned in {the preceding section] shall be assessed at
the same value as property of like kind and charactery and
the assessments levys and collection of the tax shall be
governed by the provisions of 15-8-408; 15-16-111 through
15-16~115; 15-16-404; chapter 17, part 9; and 15-24-202(1);
as amendeds except livestock taxation whieh—+s governed by
part--9-—of-this-chaptery 81-T-104y and Title 81ls chapter Ty
part Z."™

SECTION 10. THERE IS A NEMW MCA SECTION THAT READS:

Livestock assessmente Fhe £33-EACH-OWNER--OF--LIVESTOENR
SHALE--DEFERMINE ——HHEFHER-HIS- L IVESFRER-WitE-BE-ABSESSER-ONY
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RROYIDED IN {1)(A)s THE department of revenue or its agent
must assess a3+ ITHE QONNER'S livestock in each county as of

March 1 of each yeare bEivestoeh THIS LIYESTOCK shall be
assessed to the person by whom owned or claimed or In whose
possession or control it was at midnight of March 1 in each
yearva except—-that-—-tivestock——in-—a—-—feediot-—or-confined
feed+ngjure?-ust-be-essessed-es—éfov&ded-+n-fseet+en-§i-

SECTION 11 SECTION 15-24-906s MCAs IS _AMENDED TG
BEAD:

15-24-908. Computation of estimated value of

livestocke (1) Fhe Jf the owper-setecta-—nan OWNER®S LIVESTOCK

-10- HE 639
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ARE _ASSESSFD ON IHE average ioveotory basis of assessments
the estimated value of livestock in a coynty on assessaent
day 1Is computed by adding the assessed value of all
livestock more than 9 months of age owned by the taxpayer in
the county on the last day of each sonth since the last
assessment day and dividing the sum by 12.

{2) @en-the-}lest-day-of-the-year-in-which-the--estinsate
te~~modey-—the IHE taxpayer must file a current statement AS
OF THE LASY OAY OF THME YFAR setting forth the nuamter of al?
livestock more than 9 wmonths of age owned by him in each
county on the last day of each month during the current tax
yeara.

{3) The taxpayer s entitled to an adjustment of the
estimated assessed value of livestock and recomputation of
any tax levied and a refund of taxes paid if the amount paid
is higher than the estimate.

{4) A1) remadies available to the taxpayer who owned
livestock are available to him notwithstanding the fact that
an estimated assessed value of livestock is submitted on or

after the tax assessment days subject to the end-of-the-year

ad justmente”

SELYION 12+  SECTION 15-24-90%y MLA. IS _AMENDED IO
BEAD:

w15-24-909. Taxpavyer not cwning livestock on

assessment daye (1) If a taxpayer gha--3setects MHGSE

-11- HB 639
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LIVESTOCK ARE _ASSESSED ON ihe average inventory basis of
assessaent does not own livestock on assessment day but
owned livestock during the preceding tax yeary he is not
subject to taxes for the current tax year if he files a
statement with the appropriate county assessor stating that
he does not intend to own or acquire livestock during the
tax yeare

{2) If the taxpayer does acquire livestock during the
years he must file a current statement on the last day of
the year and be subject to the provisions of 15-24-908."

SECTION 13a SECTION _15-24-9i0y MCAe IS AMENDED _TIQ
READ:

¥15-24-910e Procedure for correcting assessed value
end receiving refunds for overpaymentse. {1) If the taxpayer
owning livestock has filed an estimate pursuant to
15-24-908(1) and a current statement pursuant to
15-24-908(2) which shows that the number of Jlivestock
actually owned differs from the estimated number of
livestocks the county assessor must within 30 days correct
the assessed value of the livestock or provide the taxpayer
with a written statement setting forth his reasons for not

making the correction.
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COLLECTED AS PROVIDED IN 15-16-113a

+2932) If the taxpayer has already paid the tax levied
or any portiony the county treasurer must within 30 days
make a refund from _the Jlivestock  reserve fund to the
taxpayer of that portion of the tax improperiy levied or
provide the taxpayer with a written statement setting Forth
his reasons for not making the refunde.

t371i4) MWithin 60 days of receipt of the written
statement from the county assessors the taxpayer may
commence a lawsuit to correct the assessment or recover the
tax paid in a court of competent jurisdiction against the
county treasurers the county or municipality on whose behalf
the tax was TYevied or collectaeds or the department of
revenues which must be served with summons and a copy of the
complainte

t43[5) When 3 tax is pald in instalimentsy the first
instaliment or a portion may be the basis of the lawsuits
ands if any subsequent installment becomes due before the
lawsuit is finally determineds the subsequent installment or
portion may be paid under protest and incorporated into the
pending lawsuit with a1l rightsy dutiesy and obligations
determined by the result of the lawsuite.

+53[6) FPayment and disposition of taxes paid under
protest are governed by the provisions of 15-1-402."

SECTION 14e THERE IS A NEW MCA _SECTION THAT READS:

-13- HB 639
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Livestock reserve funde (1) The county treasurer shal}
MAY. AJ THE DISCRETION OF THE COUNTY GOYERNING B(QDYe deposit
WP J0 5% of the property tax collected each vyear on
livestock assessed on the average inventory basis in a
livestock reserve funde.

{2) Refunds for overpayment of property tax on
livestock made under the provisions of 15-24-910 shall be
issued from this fund.,

(3) when the amount in a livestock reserve fund
exceeds 10X of thertotal property tax collected in a year on
livestock ASSESSED ON THE AYERAGE _IRVENIORY _BASIS, the
excess funds shall be transferred to the county general fund
and included in the next year®s county budgets

Section 15. Repeater. Sections SECTION 15~24-907
through-15-24~3+0¢ MLAsy ere ]S repealed.

Section 16« Codification. Sections 4-through—-t 3y—-4y
Sx-—ANO-%3 4 THROUGH & AND 1Q are intended to be codified as
an integral part of Title 154 chapter 24, part 9y and the
provisions contained in Title 15: chapter 24y part 9, apply
to sections 4#-through-6 Ix-4e-Sy-ANDB-23 ¢ THROUGH & AND _10.

~-End-

—14- HB &39



April 17, 1979

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEER REPORT
(Taxation)

That House Bill No. 639, third reading bill, be amended as follows:

1. Title, line 7.
Following: "LIVESTOCK"
Insert: "BY ALLOWING OWNERS TO CHOOSE THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT"

2. Title, line 11.

Following: "INFORMATION;"

Insert: "PROVIDING A RESERVE FUND FOR REFUNDING OVERPAYMENT OF
PROPERTY TAX ON LIVESTOCK;"

3. Title, line 12.
Following: "35-24-984"
Strike: "THROUGH"
Insert: ", 15-24-904,"

4. Title, lines 13 and 14.

Following: "15-24-905,"

Insert: "AND 15-25-908 THROUGH 15-24-~910,"
Following: "REPEALING"

Strikes "SECTIONS®

Insert: "SECTION"

Following: "15-24-907"

Strike: "THROUGH 15-~24-910

5. Page 2, line 12.

Following: "LIVESTOCK"

Strike: remailnder of lines 12 and 13
Insert: “;"

6. Page 2, line 24.

Following: line 23

Strike: Section 2 in its entirety
Renumber: gubsequent sections

7. Page 4, line 5.

Following: "22="

Strike: remainder of line 5 and lines 6-18 in their entirety

Insert: "The tax on all livestock fed in a feedlot or confined feeding
area in any county other than their home county may not be apportioned
as provided in [section 4], but shall be paid to the treasurer of
the home county of the livestock."

8. Page 7, line 19.
Following: "9"
Strike: "6"

Insert: "9"

9, Page 7, line 20.
Following: "menth"

Strike: "March 1"

Insert: "“the assessment date"
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10. Page 8, line 8.

Following: "assessment."
ike: "The" . '
?;ieriz "(1) Each owner of livestock shall determine whether his )

livestock will be assessed on:'

Eg; %izcgvérggee?ggezizi§ ggsis provided in 15~24-907 through
A W of livestock or
his aéiit EisieggtzggdtgéfZggégZég:%ﬁhgggagoggggei? which his cattle
e lﬁgiteAnshgeﬁzopoﬁailing to notify the asseisogaii gisdzggigetgy
?ebruafy l, or acqu1;1?gagzg:;geiitggtz?bruary S
nave ?Z?Se;ftgi §:§Zr chooses the method of assessment provided in

(1) (a), the"

“

11. Page 8, line 9.
Following: "assess"
Strike: "all"

Insert: "the owner's"

12. Page 8, line 10.

Following: "year."
Strike: "Livestock"
Insert: "This livestock”

13. Page 8, line 12.
Following: '"year"

Strike: remainder of line 12 and lines 13 and 14 in their entirety
Insert: "."

l4. Page 8, line 15.

Following: line 14

Insert: "Section 10. Section 15-24-908, MCA, is amended to read:

"15-24~908. Computation of estimated value of livestock. (1)

If the owner selects an average inventory basis of assessment, the
Fhe estimated value of livestock 1In a county on assessment day 1is
computed by adding the assessed value of all livestock more than 9
months of age owned by the taxpayer in the county on the last day of
each month since the last assessment day and dividing the sume by 12..
(2) On the last day of the year in which the estimate is made, the
taxpayer must file a current statement setting forth the number of
all livestock more than 9 months of age owned by him in each county
on the last day of each month during the current tax year.
(3) The taxpayer is entitled to an adjustment of the estimated
agssessed value of livestock and recomputation of any tax levied and
a refund of taxes paid if the amount paid is higher than the estimate
(4) All remedies available to the taxpayer who owned livestock are
available to him notwithstanding the fact that an estimated assessed
value of livestock is submitted on or after the tax assessment day,
subject to the end-of-the-year adjustment."
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Section 1l. Section 15-24-999, MCA, is amended to read:

"15-24~909. Taxpayer not owning livestock on assessment nay.
(1) If a taxpayer who selects the average inventory basis of
assessment does not own livestock on assessment day but owned liv=-~
stock during the preceding tax year, he is not subiect to taxes I r
the current tax year if he files a statement with =re appropriats count
assessor stating that he does not intend to own or acquire 1liv. -
stock during the tax year.
(2) If the taxpayer does acquirs livestock during the year, ae must
file a current statement on the last day of the year and be subdbject
to the provisions of 15-24-908."

Section 12. Section 15-24-910, MCA, is amended to read:
"15-24-910. Procedure for correcting assessed value and receivirc
refunds for overpayments. (1) If the taxpayer owning livestock
has filed an estimate pursuant to 15-24-908(1) and a current statement
pursuant to 15-24-908(2) which shows that the number of livestock
actually owned differs from the estimated number of livestock, the
county assessor must within 30 days correct the assessed value of
the livestock or provide the taxpayer with a written statement
setting forth his reasons for not making the correction.
(2) If the taxpayer has already paid the tax levied or an, oo-:.on,
the county treasurer must within 30 days make & refund from f..e
livestock reserve fund to the taxpayer of that portion of the tax
improperly levied or provide the taxpayer with a written statement
setting forth his reasons for not making the refund.

(3) Within 60 days of receipt of the written statement from :he
county assessor, the taxpayer may commence a lawsuit to correct the
assessment or recover the tax paid in a court of competent jurisdiction
against the county treasurer, the county or municipality on whose
behalf the tax was levied or collected, or the department of _
revenue, which must be served with summons and a copy of the complaint.
(4) When a tax is paid in installments, the first installment or

a portion may be the basis of the lawsuit, and, if any subsequent
installment becomes due before the lawsuit is finally determined, the
subsequent installment or portion may be paid under protest and
incorporated into the pending lawsuit with all rights, duties, and
obligations determined by the result of the lawsuit.

(5) Payment and disposition of taxes paid under protest are governed
by the provisions of 15-1-402."

" Section 13. THERE IS A NEW MCA SECTION THAT READS:
Livestock reserve fund. (1) The county treasurer shall

deposit 5% of the property tax collected each year on livestock assessed
on the average inventory basis in a livestock reserve fund.
(2) Refunds for overpayment of property tax on livgstock made under
the provisions of 15-24-910 shall be issued from this fund.
(3) When the amount in a livestock reserve fund exceeds 10% of the
total property tax collected in a year on livestock, the excess funds
shall be transferred to the county general fund and included in the
next vear's county budget.""

Renumber: subsequent sections
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15, Page 8, lines 15 and 1l6.
Following: "Repealer."
Strike: "Sections"

Insert: "Section"

Following: "15-24-907"
Strike: "through 15-24-910"

16. Page 8, line 17.
Following: "Sections"
Strike: "4 through 6"
Insert: "3, 4, 5, and 13"

17. Page 8, line 20.
Following: ‘“sections"
Strike: "4 through 6"
Insert: "3, 4, 5, and 13"



