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HOUSE BILL 626 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on State 
Administration. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE CR£DlT FOR 

MILITARY SERYICE IN THE SHERIFFS• RETIREMENT SYSTEM ON THE 

SAME BASIS AS CREDIT FOR SUCH SERYICE IS ALLOW£0 UNDER THE 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES• RETIREMENT SYSTEM; REPEALING SECTION 

19-7-303, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOMTANA: 

Section 1. Absence In allitary service. (1) Any period 

of absence froa coapensated e.ployaent as a sheriff for one 

of the folloNing reasonso occurring either during a Mar 

involving the United States as a belligerent or during any 

other national e-rgency and 90 days thereafter, Is 

considered service for the purpose of qualification for 

retire.ent and death benefits but not for calculation of 

retireaent benefits: 

(a) by reason of having been ordered on duty with the 

armed forces of the United States; 

(b) by reason of voluntary service In such forces or 

on ships operated by or for the United States govern .. nt; or 

(c) by reason of direct assign .. nt to the depart-nt 

of defense for duties pursuant to the national defense 

efforts ~hen a leave of absence has been granted by the 
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eaployer. 

(2) A .. llber so absent: has the rIght to contr I bute to 

the retire-at systeaw either during his period of absence 

or upon his return to -rvfceo at ti-s and In the aanner 

fixed by the boardo a-..ts equal to tiM contributions Which 

would have been aade by hia to tha systee on the basis of 

his c~pensatlon at: the c-nc•-nt of hi$ absence. If he 

does contribute, he shall recelwe credit for service for 

such tl.. in the sa- -nner as lf he had not been absent 

fr011 service. Whenever a .-bar elects to continue his 

contributions, the county shall thereupon contribute an 

aaount equal to what its contributions would have been had 

the .. .oer not been absent fro. service. 

(3) A aa~er so absent loses the right to contribute 

under this section if all of his accuaulated contributions 

are refunded pursuant to 19-7-30• or 19-7-305. 

Section 2. Election to qualify allltary service for 

full credit. (1) (a) A •aaber with 10 years or aore of 

service as a sheriff qualified UDder this chapter •ayo at 

any tl•e prior to retlre.anto •ake a written election with 

the board to qualify all or any portion of his active 

service In the araad forces of the United States for the 

purpose of calculating retireaent benefits. up to a •axi.ua 

of 5 years, If he is not otherNlse eligible to receive 

credit for this saae service pursuant to [section 1]• 
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1 (b) To qua11f'y i:hla service he .usi: contribute to the 

2 ~count the a-nt deterelned by the board to be due based 

3 on his co•pensatlon and nor .. l contribution rate as of his 

~ 11th year and as aany succeeding years as are required to 

s qualify this service. Mlth Interest fro• the date he beca.es 

6 eligible for this benefit to the date he so contributes. He 

7 -y not qualify 110re of this service than he has service as 

8 a sheriff in excess of 10 years. 

9 (2) If a .. eber has retired fro. active duty In the 

10 ar .. d forces of the United States with a nor .. l service 

11 retlre .. nt benef'ii:• he .ay not qualify his allltary service 

12 under llUbsection (l)• Ho ... ver. a -.ber who h serving or 

13 has served in the aillt.ary reserves with the expectation of 

1~ receiving a ailltary service pensfoo .ay qualify his active 

lS alllt.ary service under subsection (1} if his active duty in 

16 t.he araed f'orces of' the United States h not 110re than 251: 

ll of the total sua of all years of allltary service including 

18 reserve and active duty tlae. 

19 Sect.l.on 3. Codification. Sections 1 and 2 are lnt-cfed 

20 to be codified as an Integral p~t. of Title 19• chapter 7• 

21 and the provisions contained In Title 1h chapter '• apply 
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to secti- 1 and 2. 

SectiOft 4. Repealer. 

repealed. 
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