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INTRODUCED BY

T

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “THE MONTANA SCENIC RESOURCES
ACT; ESTABLISHING A MNECHANISHM FOR THE NOMINATION ANC
DESIGNATION OF SCENIC CORRIDODRS; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR
DESIGMATION; ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN
DESIGNATED CORRIDORS; AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF RULES TO

IMPLEMENT THE ACT.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1« Legislative findings and statement of
purposes {1) The legisliature finds that the growth In urban
populations and leisure time has created a commensurate
growth in demand by vacationers and tourists for Montana‘'s
scenic resourcese. Tourism has become one of Montana®s most
important industries and has a major effect on the state®s
economye In order to encourage the continued viability and
growth of this industry and its related economic benefits to
the statee it is necessary to protect and preserve Montana's
scenic and natural resourcesy especially as they relate to
transportation corridors utilized by tourists and
vacationerse

(2) 1t is therefore the purpose of [this act] to

provide a mechanissm for the identification and designation
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of scenic corridors and roads within the state and to
encourage the protection and enhancement of scenic rescurces
within such designated areass

Section 2+ Definitions. For purposes of [this act]e
the following definitions apply unless otherwise Iindicated:

{1) ™Board® weans the board of natural resources and
conservation;

{2} "Commission™ means the highway comsission;

(3) "Department® means the department of natural
resources and conservation;

{4} “Scenic corridor® or "designated scenic corridor®
means an area of the state satisfying the criteria set forth
in [section 3] and designated by the board pursuant to the
provisions of [sectlions & and S]e

Section 3. Criteria for designation of scenic
corridorse An area may qualify for designation as a scenic
corridor {if it contains or 1lies along an existing or

proposed transportation corridor and satisfies one or wmore
of the following criteria:

{1} The area possesses scenicCe historics or cultural
qualities of local or state significance. Scenic features
may include bodies of waters unusual geological formationse
outstanding scenic vistasy exceptional pastoral sceness or
notable urban viewsa

(2} The area provides an interesting wvariety of

A2 1)
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terraine }andscape typess or land~use activities.

(3) The transportation corridor provides opportunities
for the development of roadside rest and recreation areass
scenic overlookss and cther complementary facilitlese

{(#) The <corridor provides access to or links between
existing or proposed parks or other public recreation arecase

S5ection 4« Procedures for nomination of scenic
corridorse (1) MNominations of areas for designation as
scenic corridors may be submitted to the board:

{3) by the department or by the commission:

(b) by a Yoca) governing body having jurisdiction over
the nominated area; or

(c) by petition of 10t or 25 of the registered voters
in the county or counties in which the nominated area is
locateds whichever number is smaller; or 10X or 25 of the
landowners of the nominated areay whichever nuamber is
smallers

(2} If a nominated area lies within the jurisdiction
of more than one local governing bodys each one must agree
to a joint nomination under {1)(b)e Nowminations shall be
subwmitted pursuant to ordinance or resolution adopted by the
lTocal governing body following public notice and hearings
Proceedings of the 1local governing body to consider
nomination of scenic corridors may be initiated by the Jocal

governing body or by petition of residents or landowners in
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the nominated areae

(3) MNominations shall include the following
information:

{a) a map identifying the nominated area;

(b} a description of the nomindated areas including
descriptions of the scenics culturals or historic qualities
of the area or other factors that qualify the area for
designation as a scenic corridor;

{c) a description of the existing transportation
facilities In the nominated area;

{d) a narrative explanation of the reasons why the
nomi nated area merits designation as a scenic corridore

Section S. Procedures for designation of a scenic
corridore (1) Mithin 60 days after submission of a
nomination pursuant to [section 4]+ the department shall
hold a public hearing in each county in which the nominated
area Is locateds The department shall publish notice of the
hearing at least once each week for 2 successive weeks
immediately preceeding the date of the hearing in a
newspaper of general! circulation in the area affected by the
nominations

{2) HWithin 30 days following the public hearings the
board shall initiate rulemaking proceedings pursuant to the
rulemaking provisions of the Montana Administratiwve

Procadure Acte The board shalls within 120 days following

-y
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receipt of a nominatione either adopt a rule designating the
nominated area as a scenic corridor or reject the
nominatione

{3) The board®s decision must be based on the
recommendations of the department and the commission and on
comments received at publlic hearingse The board shall
designate a nominated area as a scenic corridor if it finds
that:

{a) the nomination was submitted in compliance with
[this act];

{b) the nominated area satisfies the criteria set
forth in {section 3];

{c) designation of the area will further the purposes
of [this act]: and

(d) the benefits of designating the area will outweigh
any adverse socials environmentals or economic impacts that
might result from designatione

(4) If the board denies designation of a nominated
areasy that area is ineligible for renomination for a period
of & months following the board®s decisions

Section 6« Requirements of state and local government
concerning designated areases {1) Within an area designated
as a scenic corridor pursuant to {this act}e a1l projects
and activities of state and local government shall bes to

the greatest practical extents planneds designed, and

—5—
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conducted in such a way as to preserve those scenice
culturales and historic qualities of the area that prompted
its designatione

{2) 1In considering state agency activities or permit
applications for private activities within designated scenic
corridorse each agency shall consider the affects of such
proposed activities on the scenic quality of the corridor
and include an assessment of such effects in any
“environmental iapact statement prepared by the agency
pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Acte
Furthermores the agency shall include and shall encourage
the permit spplicant to include all practicable mitigative
measures in the planning and conduct of the proposed
activities in order to minimize adverse impacts on the
scenic qualities of the corridor.

(3} In ptanning and designing highway construction
projects within designated scenic corridorse including
locations designy or improvement of new or existing highway
facilitiesy the commission and the department of highways
shalley to the fullest extent possibles assure that such
projects are compatible with the purposes for which the area
was designateds. To this ends highway construction projects
within designated scenic corridors shall place primary
emphasis on:

{a) wmoderate traffic speed designs;

e A3 b!7
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{b) provision of roadside rests recreations and other
complementary facilTitiess

{c) provision of bicycle paths and footpaths;

{d) compatibility with other ocutdoor recreations
aestheticey and conservation objectives in the areai

(e) avoiding disturbance of wilderness areasy Fishe
wildltifes and nature preserves and public park or recreation
areas or the iopairment of features of scenics geclogicalse
culturale or historic interest;

{f}) two-lane rather than four-lane construction unless
the commission finds that considerations of public safety
indicate that there is no feasible and prudent alternative
to four-tane construction;

{(4) The commission shall assign highest priority to
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acquisition and allocation of funds pursuant to 23 UeSeCe
319 for the purpose of developing roadside rest and
recrgation areas and for the acquisition of scenic easements
and other appropriate interests for the preservation and
enhancement of scenic beauty adjacent to such roadses

{5) The commission shall assign highest priority to
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acguisitian and allocation of funds pursuant to section 141
of the Fedaral Aid Highuqy Act of 1978 (PL 95~-599) for the

purpose of developing bicycle paths and pedestrian walkways
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ad jacent to such highways.

(6) The commission may adopt such rules as it
considers appropr 3ate to «carry out the purposes of this
sectione

(7} In order to avoid adverse impacts on areas that
have been nominated for designation pursuant to [section 4]«
state agencies shally to the greatest extent practicables
avoid actions that would violate the provisions of this
section pending the decision of the board on the
designatione

Section T« Board to adopt guidelines and ruless The
board may establish guidelines to aid the public in
nominating areas for designation as scenic corridors and to
guide state and local agencies in planning and conducting
activities within dJesignated scenic corridors so as to
preserve and enhance the scenic qualities of such areass The
board may adopt such rules as it considers appropriate
carry out the purposes of [this act].

Section B, Revocation of designatione (1) The
revocation of scenic corridor designation may be undertaken
onty if the following criteria are satisfied:

(a) The area has experienced significant chapnges in
those scenics historices or cultural characteristics that
prompted its designation as a scenic corridore

() The extent of these changes are such that the

—-8—
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criteria for designation of a scenic corridor as sat forth
in fsection 3] are no longer satisfied.

(¢} 1t has been demonstrated by the persons or
agencies recommending the revocation of scenic corridor
designation that restoration of the area to a condition
approximating that which existed at the time of designation
is not feasibles prudents or desirable and that the socialy
economice and environmental benefits that will result from
ravocation of the designation outweigh the benefits of
retaining the designatione

(2) Procedures for recommending revocation of scenic
corridor designation and for revoking such designation must
comply with the provisions of [sections 4 and 5]«

-End-
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Approved by Committee
on Natura]l Resources

HOUSE BILL MO 617

INTRODUCED BY BAETHs SHELDENs UHDEs BENNETTs HARPER, KEEDY

A BTLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “THE MONTANA SCENJC RESOURCES
ACT® ESTABLISHING A  MECHANISK FOR THE NOMINATION AND
DESIGNATION OF SCENIC CORRIDORS; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR
DESIGNATION: ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN
DESIGNATED CORRIDORS; AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION DF RULES TO

IMPLEMENT THE ACTa™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l« Legisiative findings and statement of
purposes (1) The legislature finds that the growth in urban
poputations and leisure time has crested a commensurate
growth in demand by vacationers and tourists for Montanats
scenic resourcese Touriss has become one of Montana's most
important industries and has a major effect on the state's
economye In order to enccurage the continued viability and
growth of this industry and its related economic benefits to
the states it is mecessary to protect and presarve Hontana's
scenic and natural resourcesy especially as they relate to
transportation corridors utilized by tourists and
vacationerse

(2) 1t is therefore the gpurpose of ([this act] to

provide a wmechanism for the identification and designation
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of scenic corridors and roads within the state and to
encourage the protection and enhancement of scenic resources
within such designated araas.

Section 2+ Definitions. For purposes of {this act]le
the following definitions apply unless otherwise indicated:

{1) ™"Board®” means the board of natural resources and
conservation;

(2) "Commission™ means the highway commission;

{3) *Department™ means the department of natural
resources and conservation;

{4} ™Scenic corridor®™ or "designated scenic corridor™
means an area of the state satisfying the criteria set forth
in [section 3) and designated by the board pursuant to the
provisions of [sections 4 and Sle

Section 3. Criteria for dasignation of scenic
corridorse An area may qualify for designation as a scenic
corridor if it contains or lies along an existing or
proposed transportation corridor and satisfies one or more
of the following criteria:s

{1) The area possesses scenics historics or cultural
Jualities of local or state significancees 5cenic features
may include bodies of waters unusual geolonical formationss
outstanding scenic vistasy exceptional pastoral sceness oOr
notable urban viewses

{2}y The area provides an interesting wvariety of

-2~ H8 617
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terrains landscape typess or land-use activitiese

(3} The transportation corridor provides opportunities
for the development of roadside rest and recreation areass
scenic overiookss and other complementary facilities.

(4} The corridor provides access to or links between
existing or proposed parks or other public recreation arease

Section 4« Procedures for nomination of scenic
corridorss {1) Mominations of areas for designation as
sconic corridors may be submitted to the board:

{a) by the department or by the commission;

{b) by a local governing body having jurisdiction over
the nominated area; or

(c) by petition of 10% or 2% 250 of the registered
voters in the county or counties in which the nominated area
is locatads whichever number is smaller: or 10X or 25 of the
landowners of the nominated areas whichever number s
smaller.

{2) If a nominated area lies within the jurisdiction
of more than one local governing bodys each one must agree
to 2 joint nomination under {1)(b). Nominations shall be
submitted pursuant to ordinance or resolution adopted by the
local governing body following public notice and hearinge
Proceedings of the 1local! governing body to consider
nomination of scenic corridors may be initiated by the local

governing body or by petition of residents or landowners in
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the nominated ai 3.

(3) Nominations shali include the following
information:

(a}l a map identifying the nominated ares;

(b) a description of the nominated areas including
descriptions of the scenicy culturaly or historic qualities
of the area or other factors that qualify the area for
designation as a scenic corridors

tc) a description of the existing transportation
facilities in the nominated area;

(d) a narrative explanation of the reasons why the
noainated area merits designation as a scenic corridors

Section 5. Procedures for designation of & scenic
corridore. {1l) Within 60 days after submission of a
nomination pursuvant to [section 4)» the department shall
hold a public hearing in each county in which the nominated
area is locatede The department shall pubtish notice of the
nearing at tleast once each week for 2 successive weeks
immediately preceeding the date of the hearing in a
newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by the
nominationa

{2) within 30 days following the public hearingrs the
board shall initiate rulemaking proceedings pursuant to the
rulemaking provisions of the Montana Administrative

Procedure Acte The board shallsy within 122 days following

e HB &17
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receipt of a nominations either adopt a rule designating the
nominated area as a scenic corridor or reject the
nominations

{3) The bhoard*s decision wmsust be based on the
recommendations of the department and the commission and on
comments received at public hearingss The board shall
designate a nominated area as a scenic corridor if it finds
that:

{a) the nomination was submitted in compliance with
[this act];

{b) the nominated area satisfies the criteria set
forth in [section 3];

{c} desiynation of the area will further the purposes
of [this act]; and

(d) the benefits of designating the area will ocutweigh
any adverse socials environmentals or economic impacts that
might result from designations

(%) If the board denies designation of a nominated
areas that area is ineligible for renomination for a period
of &6 months following the board's decisions

Section 6. Requirements of state and Jocal government
concerning designated arease (1)} Within an area designated
as a scenic corridor pursuant to [this act]s 2all projects
angd activities of state and local government shall bes to

the areatest practical extents planneds designeds and

—5- HE 617
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conducted in such a way as to preserve those scenics
culturaly and historic qualities of the area that prompted
its dasignationa

(2) In considering state-ogency activities or-permit
applieations-for~priveate-setivities within designated scenic
corridors WHICH ABRE_INITIATEQ BY A SYATE AGENCY OR FDR WHICH
A_STATE LICENSE 08 PREMIT 15 REQUIRED UNDER THE PROYVISIONS
OF __AROIHER _SIAIUIE+ each agency shall consider the effects

_of such proposed activities on the scenic quality of the

corridor and include an assessment of such effects in any
environmental impact statement prepared by the agency
pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act.
Furthermores the agency shald-include--and shall enCourage
the--permit—-appticent ANY APPLICANT FOR_A_PERMIT UNDER SUCH
QIHER _SYATUTE to include al) practicable mitigative measures
in the planning and conduct of the proposed activities in
order to minimize adverse impacts on the scenic qualities of
the corridor. NOIHING IN _[IHIS ACT) AUTHORIZES _TYHE
ESIABLISHMENT QF AMY MEW PERMIT PROGRAM _NOT AUVHORIZED _BY
IHE_ERQ!iilﬁﬂi_QE-QIHEE.EIAIUIESa_

{3}y In ptamning and designing highway construction
projects within designated scenic corridorse including
locations designs or improvement of new or existing highway
facilities, the commission and the department of highways

shalls to the fullest extent possibles assure that such

—6- HB 617
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projects are compatible with the purposes for which the ares
was desiynateds To this ends highway construction projects
within designated scenic corridors shall place primary
emphasis on:

(a} woderate traffic speed designs;

(b) provision of roadside resty recreationes and other
complementary facilities:

{c) provision of bicycie paths and footpaths;

{d) compatibitity with other outdoor recreations
aesthetice and conservation objectives in the area;

1@) avoiding disturbance of wilderness areasy fishy
wildlifes and nature preserves and public park or recreation
areas or the impairment of features of scenicy geclogicals
culturaly or historic interest;

{f) two-lane rather than four-lane construction unless
the commission finds that considerations of public safety
indicate that there is no feasibie and prudent alternative
to four-lane construction;

{4) The commission shall assign highest priority to
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acquisition and allocation of funds pursuant to 23 UeSeCe
319 for the purpose of developing 'roadside rest and
recreation areas and for the acquisition of scenic easements
and other appropriate interests for the preservation and

enhancement of scenic beauty adjacent to such roadse
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(53) The <« .emission shall! assign highest priority to
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acquisition and allocation of funds pursuant to section 141
of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1978 {PL 95-599) for the
purpose of developing bicycle paths and pedestrian walkways
ad jacent to such highwayse

(6¢) The commission may adopt such rules as it
considers appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
saction.

(7} In order to avoid adverse impacts on areas that
have been nominated for designation pursuant to [section 4]«
state agencies shalle to the greatest extent practicables
avoid actions that would viclate the provisions of this
section pending the decision of the board on the
designations

Section T« Board to adopt guidelines and rules. The
board may establish guidelines to aid the public in
nominating areas for designation 3s scenic corriJdors and to
guide state anog Tocal agencies in planning and conducting
activities within designated scenic corridors so as to
preserve and enhance the scenic qualities of such areas. The
board may adopt such rules as it considers appropriate to
carry out the purposes of [this act]e

Section B. Revocation of designations {1) The

revocation of scenic corridor designation may be undertaken

-8 HB &17
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only if the following criteria are satisfied:

{a) The area has experienced significant changes in
those scepicsy historics or cultural characteristics that
prompted its designation 3s a scenic corridore

{p) The extent of these <changes are such that the
criteria for designation of a scenic corridor as set forth
in [section 3] are no longer satisfied.

{c) It has been demonstrated by the persons or
agancies recommending the reavocation of scenic corridor
designation that restoration of the area to a condition
approximating that which existed at the time of designation
is not feasibles prudenty or desirable and that the sociale
economics and environmental benefits that will result from
revocation of the designation outweigh the benefits of
retaining the designation.

(2) Procedures for recommending revocation of scenic
corridor designation and for revoking such designation must
comply with the provisions of [sections 4 and 5.

-Eng-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 617

INTRODUCED BY BAETHy SHELDEMs UHDEe BENNEYTs HARPERey KEEDY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *®THE MONTANA SCENIC RESOURCES
ACT; ESTABLISHING A MECHANISM FOR THE NOMINATION AND
DESIGNATION OF SCENIC CORRIDORS; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR
DESIGNATION; ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN
DESIGNATED CORRIDORS; AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF RULES TO
IMPLEMENT THE ACY.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DOF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Legislative findings and statement of
purposes. (1) The legislature finds that the growth in urban
populations and 3leisure time has created a commensurate
growth in demand by vacationers and tourists for Montana's
scenic resourcese Tourism has become one of Montana®s most
important industries and has a major effect on the state's
eccnomys In order to encourage the continued viability and
growth of this industry and its related economic benefits to
the states it is necessary to protect and preserve Montana's
scenic and natural resourcess especially as they relate to
transportation corridors utilized by tourists and
vacationerse

t{2) 1t is therefore the purpose of [this act] to

provide a mechanism for the identification and designation

HB 0617702
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of scenic corridors and roads within the state and to
encourage the protection and enhancement of scenic resources
within such designated areas.

Section 2+ Definitionss For purposes of [this act]s
the following definitions apply unless otherwise indicated:

{1) ™"Board™® means the board of natural resources an&
conservation;

{2) “Commission™ means the highway commission;

(3) “Department™ means the departesent of natural
resources and conservationi

{4) "Scenic corridor® or "designated scenic corridor®™
means sn area of the state satisfying the criteris set forth
in [section 3] and designated by the board pursuant to the
provisions of [sections 4 and 5).

Section 3. Criteria for designation of scenic
corridorse An area may qualify for designation as a scenic
coeridor if it contadins or 1lies along an existing or
pr;posed transportation corridor and satisfles one or wmore
of the fo\loulﬁé criteriac

{1} The area poOsseEses scenicy historice or cultural
qualities of local or state sign{ficance. Scenic features
may inciude bodies of waters unusual geological formationse
outstanding scenic vistases exceptional pastoral sceness or
notable urban viewse

{2} The area provides an interesting variety of

-2 HB 617
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terraine landscape typess or land-use activities.

(3) The transportation corridor provides opportunities
for the development of roadside rest and recreation areass
scenic overlookss a;d other complementary fFacilities.

{#) The corridor provides access to or 1inks between
existing or proposed parks or other public recreation areas.

Section 4. Procedures for nomination of. scenic
corridorse (1) Nominations of areas for designstion as
scenic corridors may be submitted to the board:

{a)} Dby the departsent or by the commission;

(d) by & local governing body having jurisdiction over
the noainated areaj or

{c) Dby petition of 10X or 2% 250 of the registered
voters in the county or counties in which the nominated area
is locateds swhichever number is smaller; or 10X or 25 of the
landowners of the nominated areas whichever number s
smallere

{Z) If a2 nominated area lies within the jurisdiction
of more than one local governing bodys each one msust agree
to a joint nomination under (l}{b). Nominations shall bde
submitted pursuant to ordinance or resolution adopted by the
tecal governing body following public notice and hearinge
Proceedings of the local governing body to consider
nomination of scenic corridors wmay be initiated by the local

governing body or by petition of residents or landowners in
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the nominated areas

{3) Nominations shall include the following
information:

(2} & map identifying the nominated area;

(b) a description of the nominated areas including
descriptions of the scenice culturals or historic gqualities
of the area or other factors that qualify the area for
designation as a scenic corridor;

(c} @ description cof the existing transportation
facilities in the nominated area;

(d) a narrative sexplanation of the reasons why the
nomi nated araa merits designation as a scenic corridors

Section 5« Procedures for designation of a scenic
corridore {1} Within 60 days after submission of a
nominatTon pursuant to [section 4&)s the department shall
hold a public hearing in each county in which the nominated
area is locatede The department shall publish notice of the
hearing at least once each week for 2 successive weeks
immediately preceeding the date of the hearing in a
newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by the
nomination.

(2) MWithin 30 days following the public hearings the
board shall initiate rulemakiny proceedings pursuant to the
rulemaking provisions of the Montana Administrative

Procedure Acte The board shalls within 120 days following

-= = HB 617



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HE 0617702

receipt of a nominations either adopt a rule designating the
nominated area as a scenic corridor or reject the
nominatione

{3) The board's decision must be based on the
recommendations of the department and the commission and on
comments received at public hearingss The board shall
designate a nominated area as a scenic corridor if it finds
that:

{3a) the nomination was submitted In coapliance with
[this act];

(b) the nominated area satisfies the criteria set
forth in [section 3]

{c} designation of the aresa will further the purposas
of [this act]);: and

(d} the benefits of designating the area will ocutwsigh
any adverse socials environmentals or sconomic impacts that
might result from designatione

{4) If the board denies designation of a nominated
areas that area is ineligible for renomination for s period
of &6 months following the board®s decisions

Section 6. Requirements of state and local government
concerning designated areass (1) Within an area designated
as a scenic corridor pursuant to fthis act}s all projects
and activities of state and local government shall bes to

the greatest practical extents planneds designeds and
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conducted in such a way as to preserve those scenice
culturals and historic qualities of the area that prospted
its designations

{2) In considering state-sgeney activities er-peemit
spplications-for-private-activities within designated scenic
corridors WHICH ABE INITIATEQ Y A STATE AGENCY R EOR_MAICH
A_STATE LICENSE OR PESMIT 15 REQUIRED UNDER THE _PROVISIONS
GE__ANQIHER _SIAXULEs each agency shall consider the effects
of such proposed activities on the scenic quality of the
corridor and Inc}ude an assessment of such effects in any
environmental ispact statement prepared by the agency
pursuant io the Montana Environwental Policy ACte
Furthermores the agency sha¥t-imciude-~end shall encourage
the--pesrait—-sppiicant ANY APPLICANT FOR A PEGNIT UNDEE SUCH
GIHER _SIAIULE to include all practicable -itigativc.naasuccs
in the planning and conduct of the proposed activities in
order to minimize adverse impacts on the scenic qualities of
the corridore  NOIHING. KN _[YHIS _ACT) AUTHORIZES . THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF ANY NEW PERMIY PROGRAM _NOT AUTHORIZED AY
IME _PROVISIONS QF OTHER STATUTES.

{3} In planning and designing highway construction
projects within designated scenic corridorse including
locations designe Or improvement of new or existing highway
facilitiess the commission and the department of highways

shalls to thae fullest axtent possibles assure that such
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projects are compatible with the purposes for which the area
was designatede To this endy highway construction projects
within designated scenic corridors shall place primary
emphasis ont

{a} moderate traffic speed designs:

(bl‘ provision of roadside resty recreations and other
complementary facilities;

{c) provision of bicycle paths and footpaths;

(d) compatibility with other outdoor recreations
desthetics and conservation objectives in the areal

{e) avolding disturbance of wilderness areass fishe
wildliifae and nature preservas and public park or recreation
areas or the impairment of features of scenicey geclogicale
culturals or historic interest;

(f} t©éd-1ane rather than four-lane construction unless
the commission finds that considerations of _public safety
indicate that there is no feasible and prudent alternative
to four~lane cqpstructloni

{4) —fho commission sh:ll assign highest priority to
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acquisition and allocation of funds pursuant to 23 UeSeCe
319 for the purpose of developing roadside rest and
recreation zreas and for the acquisition of scenic easements
and other appropriate interests for the preservation and

enhancement of scanic beauty adjacent to such roadse
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(5) The commission shall assign highest nriority tc
highways within designated scenic corridors for the
acquisition and allocation of funds pursuant to section 141
of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1978 (PL 95-599} for the
purpose of developing bicycle paths and pedestrian walkways
ad jacent to such highwayse.

{6) The commission may adopt such rules as it
considers appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
sections

(7Y 1n order to avoid adverse impacts on areas that
have been nominated for designation pursuant to [section 4]s
state agencies shalley to the greatest extent practicables
avoid actions that would violate the provisions of this
section pending the decision of the board on the
designatione

Section 7« Board to adopt guidelines and ruless The
board may establish guidelines to aid the public in
nominating areas for designation as scenic corridors and to
guide state and JYocal agencies in planning and conducting
activities within designated scenic corridors so as to
preserve and enhance the scenic qualities of such areass. The
board may adopt such rules as it considers appropriate to
carry out the purposes of [this act].

Section 8. Ravocation of designationes (1) The

revocation of scenic corridor designation may be undertaken
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only if the following criteria are satisfied:

{a) The area has experienced significant changes in
those scenicy historics or cultural characteristics that
prompted its designation as a scenic corridor.

{b) The extent of these changes are such that the
criteria for designation of a scenic corridor as set forth
in [section 3] are no longer satisfied.

{c) It has béen demonstrated by the parsons or
agencies recommending the revocation of scenic corridor
designation that restoration of the area to a3 condition
approximating that which existed at the time of designation
is not feasibles prudents or desirable and that the socials
economice and environmental benefits that will result from
revocation of the designation outweigh the benefits of
retaining the designation. ]

12) Procedures for recommending revocatlion of scenic
corridor designation and for revoking such designation must
comply with the provisions of [sections & and 5).

-Endg-

pu- HB 617



