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HOUSE BILL 615 

IN THE HOUSE 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill allowed to be 
introduced. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation. 

Rereferred to Select 
committee on Water. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do pass. 

Second reading, as amended. 

On motion taken from engrossing 
and referred to second reading. 

Second reading, do not pass. 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHIBIT 

5 CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS WITHIN 25 FEET OF DITCHES OR 

6 CANALS USED FOR IRRIGATlONo OTHER LAWFUL DOMESTIC OR 

1 COMMERCIAL PURPOSEo OR FOR CARRYING WASTE WATER AND 

8 PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF COSTS AND ATTORNEYS• FEES IN 

9 ACTIONS TO ENFORCE THIS ACT.• 

10 

1I BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Construction prohibited ~ithln 25 feet of 

13 canals or ditches. (l} No person aay construct a building 

14 within 25 feet of a canal or ditch used for irrigation, any 

15 other lawful domestic or co..arcial purposeo or for carrying 

1b waste water. 

11 (2) This prohibition does not apply if the owner or 

18 managing agent of the canal or ditch consents to such 

19 construction. 

20 (3) Canals and ditches obtained by prescription or 

21 conveyance are included within the scope of [this act]. 

22 Section z. Liability. Whenever a lawsuit is initiated 

23 under [this act]o the unsuccessful party shall pay the 

24 successful party the cost of the sulto including the 

25 attorneys' fees. 
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HOUSE BilL NO. 61S 

INTRODUCED BY SIVERTSENt DAYt RAMIREZt WILLIAMS, 

FAGGo KOLSTAD, ROSKIEo SCULLY 

A BILL FOR AN 

CONSTRUCTION OF 

ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT 

BUILDINGS WITHIN Z~ FEET 

TO PROHIBIT 

OF DITCHES OR 

CANALS USED FOR IRRlGATIONt OTHER LAWFUL DOMESTIC OR 

COMKERCIAL PURPOSEt OR FOR CARRYING WASTEWATER AND PROVIDING 

FOR THE PAYMENT OF COSTS ANO ATTORNEYS' FEES IN ACTIONS TO 

ENFORCE THIS ACT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Construction prohibited within ZS feet of 

canals or ditches. ttt-No-per~eft-•ey-eefts~~~-a-ba++a~~ 

w+th~n-l~-feet-ef-a-eene+-or-4+teh-esed-for-+rr+g~+en.--eny 

other-+ewfa+-ae .. st+e-er-eo ... re+e+-perposeT-or-for-earry+~ 

17 wastewater• 

18 tlt--~h+s--proh+~+t+en--4oes--~epp+y-~f-the-owner-or 

19 •aftag+ftg-agent-of--the--eena+--or--d+teh--eenseftts--te--seeh 

20 eoftstraet+eft• 

21 t~t--Eana+s--eftd--d+tehes--obta+fted--by-preser+pt+on-or 

22 eeftYeyenee-ere-+ne+eded-w+th+n-the-seope-of-fth+s--eet1• 80 

23 ef&iQHL_SHALLs__WIIHQUT AUTHQRIIY OF THE QWNEB DB MANAGING 

Z4 Alifti~_lllili.QL_~U[.~ OR ERECT A .WILDING llJL_llRllUIJ&f. 

2 S lltl.Il:iltL-IJ:IL-lllli!Htf_.J:If_ Z5 E E EI EBOM I HE NQRt!ALtU!iiUfAI.fR 

1 

z 

3 

.. 
s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

u 

14 

15 

HB 061S/OZ 

l.1!lf OE IH£ CANAL DB QIJCH USED EQI. URIXING MUQ Bl8 THE 

eu&fQSf__QF l&IIGATION Ql D&AIK,G£ QR ANY D!HEB LAWFUL 

QQ!if:Ull_QL CQBH£8C IAL PUB,PDSf QB FDB !HE t..U!UltHi._OE 

WASTEVAIER. l6IE&ALS SHALL BE ALLQMEO 12 112 EE£1 fROM TH£ 

'E~IEBLINE as A MQIIIM' BJaHJ-QE-MAI. THE _!BQHJBITION 

~~--~I~I8ED S~LL EXTEND IQ 'ANAL$ OR DIICHE$, IHE 

RlYtll=Df=WA!_lD_¥tl!tH-KA$_QJIAINEO BY PBE$,RIPTION DB _ax 
~U~E.a 

Section 2. Llabllltf• Mhene.er-e-+ .. ••••-+s-~itleted 

•n6er-t~+s-ee~iT--•he--en..eee.,~--perty--she~--pey--~ 

.-eees•~•+--perty--~-...---ef-~-se+tT--+ne~n~-•he 

et•erney.•-,.... IN ANI SUITs &I LtM Q8 IN EQUIIY Ia ENEQRCf 

lHf-f&atlilQNS DE (THIS ACIJ• !HE SU,tESSFUL PARII SHALL _Af 

~llli.~O Bf,OKER FBQH THE UNSUCCESSFUL fARll-IHE_kQili_Of 

l.ttLJ.tiiDN• If!J,LUOJN' BUSDIIABl.E UIDBNEXS• EEELf.l.fUIWla 

-End-
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