
February 6, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 601 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 
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/~BILL NO. 

INTRODUCED BY~ 
ldL 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN AtT TO TERMINATE OPERATION 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY PRINTING OH ~ULY l• 1979• AND 

ELIMINATE REFERENtES TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY PRINTING; TO 

REQUIRE COMPETITIVE BIDDING ON COUNTY PRINTING AND LEGAL 

ADVERTISING CONTRACTS; AMENDING SECTIDMS 2-8-121 AND 

7-5-2~11 THROUGH 7-5-2+13, MtA; AND REPEALING SEtTIONS 

2-15-1102 AND 7-5-2+01 THROUGH 7-5-2~05, MCA.• 

WHEREAS, the sunset law, sections 2-8-103 and 2-8-112• 

will terminate the board of county printing and require a 

performance evaluation of the board by the legislative audit 

committee; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the performance evaluation, the 

legislative audit c~ittee reco.-ends that the board of 

county printing be abolished, that county printing contracts 

be awarded by cu.petitive bidding, and that certain 

statutory provisions be a•ended or repealed. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-8-121, MCAo is aeended to read: 

•z-a-121. Effect of tereination. ~ Unless otberwjse 
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Lt 1171/01 

prqyjd&d• upgn tereinatlon, each agency or unit shall 

c~inue in existence until July 1 of the next succeeding 

year for the purpose of winding up Its affairs• During the 

windup period• tereination does not reduce or otherwise 

lieit the powers or authority of each respective agency 

except that no action aay be taken which would continue In 

effect beyond the 1-year windup period. Upon the expiration 

of the 1 year after tereinatlon• each agency not aodified or 

9 • reestablished shall be abolished and all unexpended balances 
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of appropriations, allocations. or other funds shall revert 

to the fund fro• vhlch they were appropriated or. If that 

fund is abolished, to the general fund.• 

Section l• Section 7-S-2+11, MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

•7-S-2+11. County printing contract. (1) The coun~y 

co .. issioners shall~ 

LAl contract with one a printing establlsheeot or 

newspaper to do all the printing for the county, including 

adweltie+n.-req•lre~ ~r-+ew-eftd all printed fores required 

by the county.--e~-e--r~-~ex~~-~e~t~y-t~ 

!teet" a. .L£(U1 

(b) contract Mitb a neMs.paper for the publ hhing gf 

all legal adyertjsiog whjcb the cm•nty is _L&Quired to 

publish. 

LZi The newspaper shall be: 

Ca) of general circulation; 

-2-
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lC 1111/01 

(b) published at least once a 111eek; 

(cJ published in t~ county; 

(d) published continuously in the county for the 12 

.anths preceding the a111ardlng of the contract. 

t~Ul +rt-__,o- ee11ni:y -+n--trh+eft41e no!lnpeper,_--

co .. issioners ~ -.x separate the printing contract 

two parts. one of 111hlch ~~ &A¥ provide for the 

public.tlon of legal advertising only. such contract being 

let to • legally qualified newspaper. and the other contract 

~~ a&J provide for all printed forMso eaterialso and 

supplies required by the c~y• which contract shall be let 

to a ca..ercial printing establlshaent vhich shall have been 

in business In the county for at least 1 year. 

t~--1-ft-fte-eeae etlel 1 eny eefftt"eei:-etiH~pey.eM--Jty 

i:M- e .. nt:r __. _ _., prleee in e--s-~he--ri...-flwed-lty 

t:he &eera ef e .. nt:y prlnt:ln§• 

ttl filei:hlft§ in t:hie .,ert:-"'-"'-H~r--eat:rlet: -t:he 

l'ewer--e+--e- heera -ef- e .. nt:p -ea .. iaaleners -i:e eeff ~ 

eeepet:it:lve hlde-fr .. .,eraena er-flr•• allellfied-t:e--&+d--en 

~- prlni:ln.,-__.r-~...------of-~+s-pe~-or-to-~ 

eent:reeH-Itt:--JWi-ee.-"-~~---+~wed-by-t:he-ttoiH'd 

of-ee~~ftt:y print:ingw• 

Section 3. Section 7-S-2412o HCAo is aeended to read: 

•7-5-2<\12. Details relating to printing contract. (lJ 
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The eent:reet: cgo~rAG\1 shall be let to the newspaper or 

printinq establisheent that in the judgaent of the county 

co.missloners shall be eost suitable for performing said 

work. The county co .. issioners shall require of any 

contractor to do such county printing a good and sufficient 

deposit In such sue as said co .. issioners •ay dee• 

advisable, signed by at least tvo sufficient su~eties and 

conditioned to the effect that said contractor will 

faithfully pe~fore all of the conditions of said contract in 

accordance with this part and the teres of such contract. 

(2) Nothing in this part shall be construed so as to 

coepel the acceptance of unsatisfactory work. 

(3) Such contract for printinq or legal adyertjsjng 

shall extend for a period of not aore than Z years. All 

printing establlsheents or newspapers which •ay receive any 

contract for printing gr legal adyert!sjng under this part 

and 111hich eay not be able to execute any part of such 

contract shall be required to sublet such contract 

portion of contract to soee printing establishment within 

the county if such Is available and. if noto vithin the 

stateo which shall do the work under the contract so sublet 

entirely within the state with Montana labor." 

Section 4. Section 7-S-2413• MCA. is amended to read: 

•7-5-2<\13. Coepetltlve bids required. ~he--board-~ 

e~~-ee~,+efte~,-~a++-ee++~~--ee~+t:+ve--b+~--+ro• 
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pe~-~-<W--4-+t'--qtte++f'+ect-~~d--ett-eet:m~,.-,w~~tffldft' 

.,.._1:e-~-of'--~h~-1HIR• All cguoty priotjng and legal 

adyertisjng cpotracts way be entered into only after 

~ltive bidding. lbe county cpwwlssiopars wust advertlie 

in at least one issye each WftRk for 3 cgnsecutive weeks in 

th£_ newspaPer holding the present cgynty legal advertising 

contract calling fpr sealgd bids to perforw county printing 

and legal adygrtlsing work and stating the tiwe when and tbg 

JU.ac.L when suc.h bids will btl c.ooilclergd. AJJ c:;QUOt¥ 

printing contracts will bg awarded to tbe lowest responsibla 

bjdder whose plac.e of bus!nass Is in the count¥ and whose 

bjd js not more tban 21 higher than that of tbe lowest 

13 responsible bidder whgie place gf byslness Is outside the 

14 county but within the state• All CountY legal advertising 

15 contract& shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bjdder 

16 ~h js a newspaper published within the county• but In no 

17 case may the rates charged the county exceed the east 

18 ~red price offered by tba new5papgr to other custoaers 

19 for sjwjlar legal adyertjs!ng serylc.es.• 

.20 Section s. Reversion of funds. All unexpended balances 

21 of appropriations• allocations. or other funds of the board 

22 of county printing shall revert to the general fund on the 

23 effective date of this act. 

24 Section b. Effect of ter•inatlon. The provisions of 

25 .2-8-121 do not apply to the board of county printing. This 

-5-
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1 act does not iwpair the validity of contracts existin9 on 

2 July 1o 1979. 

3 Section 7. Repealer. Sections Z-15-1102 and 7-5-2401 

,. throuqh 7-5-2405• MCA. are repealed. 

-End-
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STATI•: OF MONTANA 
HeqtJ(•st No. 269-79 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

~-~-· 

lu compliann• with a wr·itt.en rt>quesl r<>ceived J"~I>,~U~~y _ _}_1 _19~() ___ , there is hereby 
suhruilLC'd a Fiscal NotP for IJ.ou~~~ Bi!_l _6_~l __ ,_pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 
1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assc>mhly. Background information used in developing 
this l'is(·;d Not<' is avai Lahle from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Lt>gislature upon request. 

DESCHIPTION UF LEGISLATION: 

llousp Bi II 601 Lt>rminates the Board of County Pri.nling effective July 1, 1979. 

I'JSCAL IMPACT: 

State GC'JH'ral Fund 
ExpPrHI i tu res 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

NonP. 

Under 
Current 

Law 

$1 ,250 

FY 80 
Under 

Proposed 
Law 

-0-

(Decrease) 

($1,250) 

FY 81 
Under 

Current 
Law 

$1,250 
.. ----- ------------·-·~---".. ~----- ..... -- .. ---- __ ___._ 

Under 
Proposed 

Law 

-0-

f:~_g, ,(. __ ; __ £{_"_d._~(~--/ r 
BUDGET DIRECTOR · 

(Decrease) 

($1,250) 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: J / .~ //? ----­, 


