HOUSE BILL 593

IN THE HOUSE

February 6, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on State Administration.
February 17, 1979 Committee recommend bill do
pass.
February 20, 1979 Second reading, do pass.
February 21, 1979 Considered correctly engrossed.

Third reading, passed.
IN THE SENATE
February 22, 1979 Introduced and referred to
Committee on PUblic Health,
Welfare and Safety.

March 15, 1979 Committee recommend bill, not
concurred.

IN THE HOUSE

March 16, 1979 Returned from Senate, not
concurred.
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BILL N 3
INTRODUCED BY
A BILL FOR AN ACTY ENTITLED: ®AN ALT TO REQUIRE CORONERS TO
ORDER AUTOPSIES WHEN A DEATH DCCURS IN OR AS A DIRECT RESULTY
OF A FIRE IN A BUILOING OR DTHER STRUCTURE; AMENDING SECTION

46-4-103s MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HO*TANA:
Section l. Section 46-4-103s MCAs is amended to read:
"46~4-103« Autopsy -- when conducteds records scope.

(1) ¥f hbenever a death occurs jo or as a direct result of a

wheneyer in the opinion of the coroner an autopsy is

advisables e fthe coroner shall order ome an__autopsy and
shall retain a medical examiner to perform ite. Performonce

In cases of deaths resulting from causes other thao such

firess _perforsance of sutopsies is within the discretion of

the coroner except that the county attorney or attorney
general may require onee. In ordering an autopsy the coroner
shall order the body to be exhumed if it has been interred.

{2} A full record of the facts found shall be made on

a form provided by the division of forensic science in

triplicates the coroner and medical examiner retaining one

copy and delivering the other to the county attorneys. JIf the
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a_copy to the chief of the fire departsents if thare is ones
in whose Jurisdiction the fire occurrads

(3} 7The right to conduct an autopsy shall include the
right to retain such specimens a3 the wmedical examiner
performing the autopsy deems necessarye

(4) The state of Montana shall pay any expenses
incurred whenever an autopsy or investigation is Iinitiated
at the request of the state wedical examiner or attorney
generals The county shall pay any expenses Incurred whenever
an autopsy or Iinvestigation is Initiated st the request of
the county attorney or county coreoner or |5 reguired because
the death resulted from 4 fire desccibed jo subfection fl)."

Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on
passage and epprovale.

-End~
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20 general may require ones In ordering an autopsy the coraner

21 shall order the body to be exhumed if it has been interreds
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