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HOUSE BILL 593 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
committee on State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on PUblic Health, 
Welfare and Safety. 

Committee recommend bill, not 
concurred. 

Returned from Senate, not 
concurred. 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: TO 

5 ORDER AUTOPSIES WHEN A DEATH OtCURS IN OR AS A DIRECT RESULT 

6 OF A FIRE IN A BUilDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE; AMENDING SEtTION 

-; 46-4-103• MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

a 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 46-4-103, MtA• is aaended to read: 

ll •46-4-103. Autopsy when conducted• record. scope. 

12 (1) H' Hbeneyer a death occur& jn oc as a direct result. of a 

13 fire jn a building gr o\her $\ructyre or. in other G•'@l• 

14 wheneyer in the opinion of the coroner an autopsy is 

15 advi&ableo he tbe cgroqer shall order Ofte ag aytqpSJ and 

16 shall retain a eedical exa•iner to perfor• it. Perfet&eftee 

11 In cases gf deaths resyltjng from c4uses ptbgr than such 

18 fiLe~ perfor•ance of autopsies I& within the discretion of 

19 the coroner except that the county attorney or attorney 

20 general may require one. In ordering an autopsy the coroner 

21 shall order the body to be exbu•ed if it has been interred. 

22 (2) A full record of the facts found shall be •ade on 

23 a for• provided by the division of forensic science In 

24 triplicate, the coroner and •edlcal exa•iner retaining one 

25 copy and delivering the other to the county attorney.~ 

LC 1656{01 

1 avtgpsy was required b@cause the d@tth rasMlted frQI a fire 

2 described In &ubstelipa lilt the coroner shall also 4eliygr 

3 a cqpy to 'be chief qf the fire daparteent• if tber• 1$ goa. 

~ In wbose Jyrisdjctlpn tbe fire gccurra4. 

5 (3) The rl ght. to conduct. an autopsy shall lncl ude t.he 

6 right to retal n such spec i-ns as the .-ell cal ex_l_r 

7 perfor•lnq the autopsy deeas necessary. 

B (~) The state of Montana shill pay any expenses 

9 Incurred whenever an autopsy or Investigation Is Initiated 

10 • at. the request. of the st.at.e -dical ex-lner or attorney 

11 general. The county shall pay any expenses Incurred whanever 

12 an autopsy or htY-t.lgat.ion Is lnit.iat:ed at. the request of 

13 the county attorney or county coroner or Is reqylred because 

1~ tba 4aetb resylted fro- a fire d9scribtd !g subaectloo eta.• 
15 

16 

Section 2. Effective date. This act. Is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

ORDER AUTOPSIES WHEN A DEATH OCCURS IN OR AS A DIRECT RESULT 

OF A FIRE IN A BUILDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE; AMENDING SECTION 

46-4-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 46-4-103• NCA, is a.ended to read: 

•46-4-103. Autopsy when conducted, record, scope. 

(1) ~ Mbeneyer a death OGcur& in pr as a diract re&ylt qf a 

(jra in a buj)dlng or ptbQr stryctyra pra In Other Ca$4$t 

wheneyer in the opinion of the coroner an autopsy is 

advisable• he the coroner shall order ene an aotopsf and 

shall retain a .. dical exa•iner to perfore it• Perfor•enee 

17 In cases of deaths re&ylting fro• caysss gtber than sycb 

18 ~s. perforwance of autopsies is within the discretion of 

19 the coroner except that the county attorn&y or attorney 

zo general may require one. In orderinq an autopsy the coroner 

21 shall order the body to be exbu•ed if it has been interred. 
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(2) A full record of the facts found shall be -de on 

a for• provided by the division of forensic science In 

triplicate, the coroner and •adlcal examiner retaining one 

copy and delivering the other to the county attorney. ~ 
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de'Ctlbed lo .. aybsect;lon Ill• t;M ,.,..,. lbi!IJ aJ•e MIIMr 

a CADV to \be chief qf ~ fir• depar•eent• If tber• Ia qpae 

In wbpse lgriadlctlog \be fire QCGY''ed· 

(3) The rlgtrt ~ condUct: en a.topsy siMH lnclude t:he 

right: ~ ret:aln such specl-• •• the eedlcel ex_i_r 

perforelng the aut:opsy dee .. necessary• 

(~) The state of Nofttan. shall pay any expenses 

Incurred whenever an ..topsy or lnvest:tgatlon Is h•IUned 

at: t:be request of Ute aute -dlcal .. -laer or n~ney 

general. The county shall pay any expenses Incurred ""'-ver 

.. .ut:opay or lnv-tigation 1 s laltlllt:ed et: t:h8 request: of 

~ count:y attorney or county cor-r M' Ia ,....lrtld ,.C..,• 

the death result;ad frw a fire *K'llwl lg Mllaaet;,1;1M flle• 

Sect:iOfl z. Effective date. This act: Is effective on 

passage ~ approval. 

-End-
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