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1 

2 INTRODUCED 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TU REGULATE THE 

5 PRACTICE OF MIDWifERY; ESTABLISHING LICENSING PROCEDURES; 

b ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF MIDWIVES; AND GRANTING RULEKAKING 

1 AUTHORITY." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. eoard of eidwivas. (1t There Is a board of 

11 "'idwives that shall act in an advisory capacity to the 

12 department of health and environ.antal sciences. 

13 (21 The board consists of nine .. .oars appointed by 

14 tht governor. The ee•bers are: 

15 (a) two licensed •ldwives who are residents of the 

16 state and who have practiced as •idwives in this state or 

l1 son1e other state for at 1 east 1 year; or, if no such persons 

18 a~e available, then any coebinatlon of two of the followln~ 

19 persons: 

2C (i) a licensed •idwife; 

21 ( i i) a reqi stered nurse certified by the· buord of 

22 nursing as a qualified nurse-eidwife; 

23 (iii) a registered professional nurse; 

24 (iv) a licensed practical nurse; 

25 {II} a licensed physician; 
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(b) one nurse-midwife certified by the Araer i can 

college of nurse-aidwives; oro if no such person is 

available, then one registered professional nurse; 

(c) two •••bars of the lay public who have 

de.onstrated active interest in health services to pregnant 

11101aen; 

{d) one licensed physician; and 

{e) three heal~h educators interested in training 

.•idl!llves. 

(3) The board is allocated to the depart.ent for 

ad•lnlstrative purposes only as prescribed in 2-15-121• 

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, In [sect Ions 2 through S) the foll~lng 

definitions apply: 

(1) •Board• eeans the board of •idwlves provided for 

In {this act). 

(2) •oepart•ent• eeans the departaent of health and 

environeental sciences provided for in Title 2o chapter 15• 

part 21. 

(3) •Midwife• eeans a person attending wo•en in 

childbirth on a regular basis with or without pay and who is 

licensed under [this act]• 

(~) •Practice of •ldwifery• .. ans the obstetrical 

•anage•ent and care of a wo•an and her Infant during the 

prenatal, intrapartu•• and postpartu• periods of nor•al 
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childbirth. 

Section 3. Wha aay attend wo~n in childbirth. (1) No 

person aay attend woaen in child~irth on a reqular b~sis. 

with or without pay, except the followin~: 

(a} a physician; 

(b) a registered prof~ssional nurse who Is certified 

as a nurse-•idwife by the Aaerican college of nurse-midwives 

and the board of nursing pursuant to 37-8-~09: 

(c) a eldwife licensed under [section o\)o 

Section 4o licensing r~ulre .. nts. (l) A person eay 

obtain a license to practice eidwifery by applying in 

writing to the depart .. nt on a fore supplied by the 

depart .. m: and furnishing such inforeatlon as .ay be 

required by the departeent. 

C2J Except. as provided In wbsection Uh a "Person 

applying for a license to practice eidwlfery eust pass 

written• oral, and practical exaeinatlons in subjects that 

the baard detereinesw including but not lleited to 

cheeistry• anatoey. physiology, obstetrics, pathology. 

detection and screening, pediatrics, gynecology, psychology• 

applied phareacology, sociology and social eedics. ethicso 

faeily planning, ho .. birth practice, hospital labor. and 

delivery rooa procedures. 

(3) The departeent eay issue a license to practice as 

a eldwife without exaeination to an applicant who has been 
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licensed or certified as a eidwife u~ the laws of another 

state or territory, if In the opinion of the department the 

ripplicant ~eets the require~ents for midwives in this stat~. 

(4) The depart•ant shall grant a midwife's license to 

a parson meeting the qualifications prescribed by this 

section upon payeeat of a fee of S20. The license expires 

on June 30 of the follo~ing calendar year. A license may be 

renewed each succeeding yea~ by applying to the department 

and paying a fee of S15. 

Section s. 

departaent shall: 

11) adopt 

Adeinlstrative 

Pavers and duties of the department. The 

rules In accordance with the Montana 

Procedure Act necessary for the 

IB91 ... ntation• continuation. and enforceaent of £this act]• 

including rules: 

(a) necessary to assure that any person holding ~ 

aidwlfe license is free froa co..unicable disease; 

(b) prescribing. consistent with [sections 2 throu~~ 

5) and the laws of this state• the duties, training. and 

lleitatlons of the practice of aidwifery, including training 

through apprenticeship under a eld~ife certified or licensed 

under the laws of this or any other state. or under a 

licensed physician; 

(c) prescribing reasonable and necessary minimum 

qualifications for aidvives, including graduation from high 
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1 school o~ satisfacto~y ca.pletion of the gene~al educational 

2 development test, kno~ledge of those subjects in [section 

3 4J; knowledge of the funda.entals of hygiene; kno~ledge of 

4 thG la~s of the state conce~ning reporting of births, 

5 prenatal blood tests, and of the regulations pertaining to 

6 "'idwife~y; dnd the ability to ~ecognize abno~mal conditions 

7 du~ing labo~; 

g (d) providing reasonable and necessary safeguards for 

9 the health and safety of the .ather .nd child. 

10 (21 confer with the board on the licensing of •ldwlves 

11 and on other matters relating to [this act]. 

-End-
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