
February 6, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 586 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 
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A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROHJ81T THE 

PUBLICATION OF ANY "ATTER DESIGNED TO INJURE OR DEFEAT A 

CANDIDATE, POLITICAL PARTY, POLITICAL CO""ITTEEo OR OfHER 

ORGANIZATION IN AN ELECTION UNLESS THE CANDIDATE• PARTY, 

CO"MITTEE• OR ORGANIZATION REFERRED TO THEREIN HAS RECEIVED 

PRIOR NOTICE OF THE CONTENTS OF THE MATTER; AMENOJNG 

SECTIONS 13-35-22~ AND 13-35-225• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-35-22~. NCA, Is a.anded to read: 

•13-35-22~. Publications in newspapers and 

periodicals. (1) No publisher of a newspaper or other 

periodical eay Insert• either in its advertising or reading 

colu~s, any paid .atter which is designed or tends to aido 

injureo or defeat any candidate. any political party or 

organization, or any aeasure before the people, unless it is 

stated therein that it is a paid advertiseaent and unless 

the candidate. poljtical partY• or organi,atjon aaotloned in 

the pajd eatter bas been notifjed by the publisher pf its 

content pripr to its being printed. The naae of the cbalraan 

or secretary, the naaes of the other officers of the 

political or other organization inserting the saae• or the 
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naae of soae voter who Is responsible therefor (with his 

address) 15 to appear in such advertiseaent• 

(2} No per5on aay pay the owner, editor. publisher• or 

agent of any newspAper or other periodical to induce hia to 

editorially advocate or oppose any candidate for noalnatlon 

or election, and no such owner, editor, publisher, or agent 

eay accept such payaent. 

{3} A person who viol.tes this section Is guilty of a 

• I sde-anor. • 

Sec~lon 2. Sec~lon 13-35-Z25• M&A• Is aaended to reads 

•13-35-225. Election aaterlals not to be anonyaous. It 

is unlawful to wri~e. print• publish. alaeograph, ~YP•• or 

otberwi se produce or circulate through the aal1s or 

otherwise any letter. circular. bill• dodger, paepblet, 

placard, poster, or other docuaent relating to any election 

or to any candidate, political party, political coaaittee, 

or ballot issue at any election, unless the saMe bears on 

its face the naae and address of the person paying for the 

printing or publishing and the naae of the printer and 

publisher and ynless each candidate• pQljtical pactr• or 

goljtlcal co .. !ttee referred to lo suth-dgcy•ent bas been 

notified of Its cpnteot prior to Its ~log printed. A person 

writing, printing. publish! ngo circulating, posting, 

a!aeographingo typing, or causing to be written. printed, 

circulated, posted, alaeograpbedo typed, or published any 
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1 such letter, bill• placard• dodger. pa•phlet• circular. 

2 poster. or other doc~ent which fails to bear on its face 

3 the na.e and address of the person paying for the printing 

~ or publishing and the naae of the printer or publisher Q£ 

5 wbo faila to giye the reqyired ngtiflcatioo orior to 

6 grinting Is guilty of an illegal practice and shall on 

1 conviction thereof be punished by a fine of not less than 

8 JlO or .ore than s1.ooo.• 

-End-
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