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INTRODUCED BY 
~~BIU.Oo~ 0 

'3,~(1~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A PROPERTY 

DAMAGE REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH 

AND GAME AND PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER AND METHOD OF 

AD~JNISTRATION OF THAT PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND PERIOD OF APPLICATION.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. (1} The purpose of [this act] is 

to accomplish the following: 

(a) improve landowner-sportsaan relations and access 

to and across private lands within the state for the 

purposes of hunting, fishing, and trapping; and 

(b) provide rei•burse.ant to private landowners for 

damage caused by hunters, fisher.en, and trappers. 

(21 It is the intent of the legislature that the 

existing executive branch syste• be utilized to carry out 

the purposes stated in subsection (1)• and that the fish and 

yame commission and department of fish and gaae s~k to 

fulfill these purposes to the best of their abilities. 

Section z. Construction. It Is the intent of the 

legislature that the provisions of [this act] relating to 

improvement of landowner-sportsaan relations be liberally 
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LC 1139/01 

construed and adalnlstered by the depart.ant of fish and 

~ae and the fish and gaae co .. ission. 

Section 3. Da.age rei•burse .. nt sta~ and fee. Any 

person who desires to hunt, fish, or trap in this state 

shall purchase a dacage rei.Ourse .. nt stacp for the fee of 

12 prior ~o or a~ the sa .. tl .. as that person purchases any 

hunting• fishing• or trapping license. The s~acp shall be 

affixed to the person•s wildlife conservation license. It 

is necessary to purchase only one da.age reil1burs-nt stacp 

for any license year. 

Section 4. Oaaage rel•burse .. nt accoun~ -- invest•ent. 

C1J There is a daeage ret~urse .. nt account in the earearked 

revenue fund. The 80n&Y collected by the depart .. nt o¥ fish 

and gace as provided In [section 3) cust be deposited in the 

ear•arked revenue fund to the credit of the daeage 

reieburse .. nt account for use and disburseeent as set forth 

in (this act]. 

(21 The depart.ent of fish and ga .. eay direct the 

board of lnvesteents to Invest the eoney fro• the dacage 

reieburse .. nt account consistent with the unified lnvesteent 

prograe and the purposes of [this act]. The earnings on the 

investeent cust be used and allocated for adeinistratlon of 

(this act) by the depart .. nt. The fees collected under the 

provisions of [this act] eay not be used for adelnlstrative 

purposes by any agency of state governeent. 

-2- fl B S! ~-; 
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Sect.ion 5. o-ge clai• - falsi-ftciJt.lon a 

•isdeeeanor. (1) A person ~ho owns or controls land which 

provides habitat for g- wildlife eay apply for 

rei•burse .. nt for daaage believed to be caused by a person 

who was hunting. fishingw or trapping on lands owned or 

controlled by the person clal•ing daeagew even though the 

person responsible for the ~ge Is not ascertainable. 

fZ) Any person who files or causes to be filed a false 

or fraudulent c1ai• is guilty of a •lsdeweanor. 

Section 6. 

Da-ge wl\ich 

o..ages - 1 i•ltatlons and -ce~i-s. Cl) 

.. , be reitlburs.ct and the aaxi.ue aeounts of 

rei~....nt ere as followsl 

(a) Llvestoc- loss attributable to gunshot or ar~ 

wound is reitlburseble at the -rket rate per pound but no 

.are u- Sl5 for each sheep or S750 for each he.S of cet:tle 

or hors-. 

(b) Fence cta.age c-sed by a person hunting• fishing. 

or trappht9• - supported bf substantial evidence• h 

rei•bursable to the owner of the fence in the a-aunt spent 

for repair of the cta.age, but no eore than SSOO for each 

claiaant for each license rear. 

(c) Fire daaaqa to grasslands, standing crops, or 

buildings caused by a person ~ho ~as hunting• fishing. or 

trapping, as supported by substantial evidence, Is 

rei•bursable to the holder of the legal interest which was 
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dl•lnlshed by the flrew but no aore than sz.ooo eay be 

rei~rsed for any claiaant in any license year for fire 

daaage. 

(d) Daaage to other personal property o~ned by and 

located on the landowner's real property caused by a person 

hunting. fishing• or trapping, as supported by substantial 

evidence~ is rei~ursable to the landowner up to $750 for 

each license year. 

(2) No one landowner eay receive aore than S5w000 

durl119 any license year for all losses payable under this 

section. 

(3) The provisions for daaage set forth In (this act] 

are exclusive and li•ited to the a.ounts and types of 

daaages. 

(~t o...ge caused by ~ildtJfe is not reiabursable 

under [this act]• 

(5) Oaeage caused to a gate in a lan4owner•s fence is 

not reiabursable under [this act]. 

Section 7. Investigation and Initial determination 

review. (1) Investigation of each claia and an initial 

deter•ination of the validity of the clai• eust be made by 

field personnel of the depart .. nt of fish and game. If this 

deterainatlon is satisfactory to the landowner, then payaent 

is authorized. 

(21 If the landowner disagrees with the determination 

-~-
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of the field per~onnel of the depart•ent• the landowner •ay 

appeal to the fish and ga .. co••ission. The decision of the 

fish and gaee co .. lsslon Is final. Any review of this 

determination and appeal by a court is li•ited to procedural 

questions. The provisions for rei.OUrse .. nt and the 

specific li•itations on the a.ounts to be rei•bursed for any 

type of daaage set forth In [this act] aay not be altered or 

changed except by appropriate legislative action. 

Section 8. Rule .. klng authority. The fish .nd ga•e 

commission •ay adopt those rules necessary to l•ple .. nt the 

procedural require.ants and intent of {this act]. 

Section 9. Cooperation ~lth land~ner. The departeent 

shall cooperate and assist in the prosecution of any person 

who is found to be causing daaage to private property ando 

further, to assist in seeking restitution fro. such person. 

Section 10. Adalnistration concurrent with license 

years. The progra• set forth In [this act1 shall be 

administered concurrently with the hunting and fishing 

license years as provided in Title 87. 

Section 11. Li•itation on fund. (ll The fees collected 

may be used to rei•burse claies in the year collected and 

any subsequent year subject to the provisions of (this act]. 

{Z) Payaent for clal•s under (this act) •ay not be 

made until after July lo 1979. 

(3} Claims for rei•burse.ent under [this act] eay be 
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•ade only during the license year In ~hich the daeage 

occurred. C1ai•s •ade in a license year subsequent to the 

year In which the daeage occurred ~Ill not be recognized. 

(41 ~oney in the daaage reiaburse .. nt account -st be 

paid to qualifying claiaants on a flrst-ca.e-first-served 

basis so long as the account is sufftcient to -It• pa,..ant. 

If the account Is Insufficient to •ake payeent to clai•ants 

during a license year, no eore .oney •ay be paid out during 

that license year. 

(5, Any balance on the da•age reieburs ... nt account at 

the end of any license year eust be carried oYer into ~he 

next license year for rei~urseeent as provided In [this 

act]. 

{6, If upon teralnation of the provisions of [this 

act] ~here are funds available that have not been used for 

proper clal•s• these funds •ust be trans~erred to the 

departeent of fish and ga•e for the specific purpose of 

purchase or lease of hunting or fishing access. 

Section 12. Any holder of a Montana resident or 

nonresident fishlngo hunting, or trapping license convicted 

of co••ltting the offense of either criminal •lschlefo set 

forth In 45-6-lOlo the offense of cri•lnal trespass to 

property. set forth In 45-6-Z03o or violation of (subsection 

(2) of section 5] shall forfeit his license and privilege to 

hunto fish, or trap in Montana for a period of 1 year fro• 

-6-
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1 the date of conviction. 

2 Section 13. Seve~ability. If a pa~t of this act is 

3 invdlido all valid pa~ts that a~e seve~able f~o• the invalid 

~ pa~t ~eaain in effect. If a pa~t of this act is invalid In 

5 one o~ •o~e of its applications, the pa~t ~e•ains In effect 

6 In all valid applications that a~e seve~able f~o• the 

7 invalid applications. 

8 Section 1~. Effective date and pe~iod of application. 

9 This act Is effective on passage and approval and applies to 

10 the period beginning "ay lt 1979o and ending Ap~il 30t 1983. 

-End-

-1-



... STATE OF MONTANA 
Request No. 315-79 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 9, 1979 , there is hereby 
·.~ submitted a Fiscal Note for __ .}lg_l!_~!'=-~jJl 57 5 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 

1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. Background information used in developing 
this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

--·------·-----------------------

" DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Hill 575 is legislation proposed to establish a property damage reimbursement program 
for landowners within the Department of Fish and Game and provides for the manner and method 
of administration of that program; and providing an effective date and period of application. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Assume an almost static conservation license sales quantity of 355,000 licenses per 
year. 

2. Interest earnings at 8.5% are estimated which will provide $60,000 per year for 
progrAm administration costs. 

Increased revenues due to proposed legislation 
Less: Operating Costs 

FY 80 
$770,000 
---~_l_Q9_Q 
$7_~0,000 

FY 81 
$770,000 

60,000 
$710 ,ooo Funds available for damage reimbursement 

~UJ c7 )'\-. 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: .l / c s. I J t 

r r ' 



STATEMENT OF INTENT RE: HB STS 

2 

3 

4 It is the intent of the legislature that when •aklng 

5 rules authorized by this enactaent the Fish and Gaee 

6 Commission makes rules for the procedures for the 

1 presentation and investigation of clal•s and for appeal of 

B denials and such other rules necessary to fulfill the 

9 purposes of this act. 

10 First adopted by the HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FISH AND GAME 

11 on February zo, 1979. 

HD 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 575 

Approved by Comm. 
on Fish and Game 

INTRODUCED BY OAYt GALTt BENGTSONt MOOREt Co SMITH 

• BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A PROPERTY 

DAMAGE REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH 

ANLJ GAME AND PROVIDE FOR THE HANNER AND METHOD OF 

ADMINISTRATION OF THAT PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING A~ EFFECTIVE 

OATE AND PERIOD OF APPLICATION.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. (1) The purpose of (this act) is 

to accomplish the folloNing: 

(a) improve land~ner-sports•an relations and access 

to and across private lands within the state for the 

purposes of hunting. fishingo and trapping; and 

(b) provide rei•burse•ent to private landONners for 

damage caused by hunters. fisher•eno and trappers. 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that the 

existing executive branch syste• be utilized to carry out 

the purposes stated in subsection {11• and that the fish and 

game commission and departMent of fish and game seek to 

fulfill these purposes to the best of their abilities. 

Section Zo Construction. It Is the intent of the 

legislature that the provisions of [this act] relating to 

improveMent of landowner-sports•an relations be liberally 
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HB 0575/0Z 

construed and ad•inlstered oy the departaent of fish and 

gaae and the fish and ga .. co~ission• 

Section 3. Oa•aqe rel•burseaent sta.p and fee. Any 

person who desires to hunto fisho or trap in this state 

shall purchase a daaage rei.Ourse .. nt sta~ for the fee of 

SZ orior to or at the sa .. tl .. as that person purchases any 

hunting• fishing• or trapping license. The sta~p shall be 

affixed to the person's wildlife conservation license. It 

is necessary to purchase only one daaage rel~ursement staap 

for any license year. 

Section ft. Oaaaqe reiaburseeent account -- invest~ento 

Ill There is a da•age reiaburseaent account In the earmarked 

revenue fund. The ftoney collected by the departeent of fish 

and gaRe as provided in (section 3) •ust be deposited in the 

earoaarked revenue fund to the credit of the damage 

reimbursement account for use and disbursecent as set forth 

in [ t hi s act J• 

(Z) The departaent of fish and ga~e may direct the 

board of investeents to invest the •oney from the daeage 

rPimuurs~~cnt account consistent with the unified investment 

program and the purposes of [this act}. The earnings on the 

in~e~t~nt aust be used and allocated for adainistration of 

[this act} by the depart .. nt. The fees collected under t~ 

provisions of [this act] eay not be used for a~ministrative 

purposes by any aqency of state govern•ent. 

-z- HB 575 
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Section 5. Damage claie -- falsification a 

eisdeeeanor. (I) A p•rson who owns or controls land which 

provides habitat for qa.e wildlife eay apply for 

rei•bursemen~ for da•age believed to be caused by a person 

who was hunting, fishing, or trapping on lands owned or 

controlled by the person clal•inQ daeaqe• even though the 

person responsible for the daaage is not ascertainable. 

(2) Any person who files or causes to be filed a false 

or fraudulent clal• is guilty of a •isdea.anor. 

Section 6o Oaaages -- li•itations and exceptions. (1) 

Oa•age which eay be rel•bursed and the •axi•u• a-aunts of 

rei•bur\e .. nt are as followsl 

(a) Livestock loss attributable to gunshot or arrow 

wound is reiebursable at the aar.ket rate per pound but no 

.are than 1115 for each sh .. p or 1750 for each head of cattle 

or horses. 

(b) fence dacage caused by a person hunting, fishing, 

or trapping, as supported by substantial evidence. is 

rei.Oursable to the owner of tB8 fence in the aeount spent 

for repair of the daaageo but no .are than &SOO for each 

clai•ant for each license year. 

(C) fire da•age to grasslands• &tanding crops, or 

buildings caused by a person who was huntingo fishing, or 

trapping• as supported by substantial evidence, is 

rei•bursable to the holder of the legal interest which was 

-3- HB S7S 
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dleinlshed by the flreo but no •ore than &2oOOO may be 

reiMbursed for any clai•ant in any license year for fire 

damaqe. 

Cdl Damage to other personal property owned by and 

located on the landowner's real property caused by a person 

hunting, fishing, or trappingo as supported by substantial 

evidence. is rel•bursable to the landowner up to 5750 for 

each license year. 

(2) No one landowner •ay receive more than 55oDOO 

during any license year for all losses payable under this 

section. 

(J) The provisions for da.age set forth in [this act} 

are exclusive and l i•ited to the aeounts and types of 

daaages. 

(~) Oa•age caused by wildlife is not reiMbursable 

under [this act). 

(5) Da•age caused to a gate in a landowner•s fence is 

not reiMbursable under [this act]. 

Section 7. Investigation and initial deterMination 

review. (1) Investigation of each claim and an initial 

detereinatlon of the validity of the claim must be made by 

field personnel of the department of fish and game. If this 

deter•ination is satisfactory to the landownero then payment 

is authorized. 

(2) If the landowner disagrees with the determination 

-It- Hfl 575 
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of the field peroonnel of the department, th~ l~ndown~r may 

appeal to the fish and game commission. The decision of the 

fish and qame coMmission is final. Any review of this 

determination and appeal by a court is li•ited to procedural 

questions. The provisions for rel•burseaent and the 

specific limitations on the a•ounts to be rei~Dursed for any 

type of da~age set forth in [this act] •ay not hP altered or 

changed eKcept by appropriate legislative action. 

Section Bo Ruleaaking authority. The fish and ga•e 

the commission may adopt those rules necessary to implem~nt 

procedural requireaents and intent of [this act]• 

Section 9o Cooperation with landowner. The depart•ent 

shall cooperate and assist in the prosecution of any person 

who is found to be causing daaaqe to private property and• 

further• to assist in seeking restitution fro• such person. 

Section 10. Administration concurrent with license 

yPars. The program set forth in [this act] shall be 

administered concurrently with the hunting and fishing 

license years as provided In Title 87. 

Section llo Limitation on fund. (1) The fees collected 

may be used to reimburse claiMs in the year co11ectPd and 

any subsequent year subject to the provisions of [this act]• 

(2) PayMent for claies under (this act] •~Y not be 

~ade unti1 after July lt 1979. 

(3) Claims for reiMbursement under [this act] ~ay be 

-5- HE\ ~75 
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eade only during the ~icense year in ~ich the da•age 

occurred. tlaics made in a license year subsequent to the 

year in which the damage occurred will not be recognized. 

(It) Money in the da•aqe reiMburse.ant account •ust be 

paid to qualifying clai•ants on a flrst-coae-first-served 

basis so long as the account is sufficient to make payeent. 

If the account is insufficient to •ake pay•ent to claimants 

during a license year, no more eoney •ay be paid out during 

that license year. 

(5) Any balance on the daeage reiaburse.ant account at 

the end of any 1 icense year MUSt be carried over into the 

next license ye~r for reiMburse•ent as provided in [this 

act]. 

(6) lf upon ter•,ination of the provisions of (this 

act) there are funds available that have not been used for 

proper claims, these funds eust be transferred to the 

departeent of fish and qame for the specific purpose of 

purchase or lease of hunting or fishing access. 

Section 12. Any holder of a Montana resident or 

nonresident fishing, hunting, or trapping license convicted 

of committing the offense of either cri•inal mischief, set 

forth in 45-6-lOL, the offense of criminal trespass to 

property, set forth in lt5-~-203t or violation of [subsection 

(Z) of section 5] shall forfeit his license and privilege to 

hunt, fish, or tr~p in Montana for a period of 1 year from 

-6- HS 575 
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1 the date of conviction. 

z Section 13. Severability. If a part of this act is 

3 inva,idt all valid parts that are severable fro~ the invalid 

4 part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

~ one or .ore of its applicationso the part re•ains In effect 

b in all valid applications that are seY~rable fro• the 

7 invalid applications. 

8 Section 14. Effective date and period of application. 

9 This act is effective on passage and approval and applies to 

10 the •>eriod beginning "ay lo 1979, and ending April 10, 1983. 

-End-
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HOUSE SILL NO. 575 

INTRODUCED BY OAY• GALT, BENGTSDNt KOORE, Co S~ITH 

A BILL FGR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO. ESTABLISH A PROPERTY 

DAMAGE REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH 

AND uAKE AND PROVIDE FOR THE KANNER 

AOHINISTRATION OF THAT PROGRAM; AND P~OVlDlNG 

DATE AND PERIOD OF APPLICATION.• 

AND METHOD OF 

AN EFFECTIVE 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Purpose. (l) The purpose of [this act} is 

to accomplish the following: 

(a) iMprove landowner-sports•an relations and access 

to dnd across private lands within the state for the 

purooses of huntingo fishingo and trapping; and 

(b) provide reimburseDent to private landowners for 

damage caused by hunters. fisher.ano and trappers. 

(2) It is the intent of the legi5lature that the 

existing executive branch syste• be utilized to carry out 

the purposes stated in subsection (l)o and that the fish and 

Jame commission and department of fish and g~me sePk to 

fulfill these purposes to the best of their abilities. 

Section z. Construction. It is the intent of the 

legisldturc that the provisions ot [this act) relating to 

improvement of landowner-sportsman relation$ be 1 ihcrally 
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construed and ad~inistered by the depart.ent of fish and 

]d.a and the fish and qaae co.-ission. 

Section 3. Daaaqe reiMburseaent sta~ and fee. Any 

person who desires to huntt fish• or trap in this state 

shall purchase a daMage reiMburs ... nt staap for the fee of 

52 prior to or at the saae time as that person purchases any 

hunting, fishing• or trapping license. The s•a~p shall be 

affixed to the person•s wildlife conservation license. It 

is necessary to purchase only one da.age reiaburse.ent staap 

for any license year. 

Section "'• Oa.age reiMburseaent account -- investaento 

(1) There is a damage rei~burse•ent account in the earaarked 

revenue fund. The aoney collected by the department of fish 

and gaae as provided in [section l) ~st be deposited in the 

earaarked revenue fund to the credit of the daaage 

reiaburseaent account for use and disbursement as set forth 

in Jthis act]. 

(2. The departaent of fish and gaae may direct the 

board of investaents to invest the Doney fro• the daaage 

rei•bursement account consistent w~th the unified investaent 

proqram and the purposes of {this act}. The earnings on the 

invest.ant aust be used and allocated for adMinistration of 

[this act] by the department. The fees collected under tha 

provisions of (this act] may not be used for administrative 

purposes by dny aoency of state government. 

-2- HB 575 
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Mi~deme~noro (1) 

provi~es habitat 

Hll 057'>/03 

Oa~tage clai• f .:ll s i f ic" ti on a 

A person who owns or controls land which 

for ga~e riildlifP ~-•v ~ppl~ for 

r·•imburse•ent for da•age bel iE'11e.:l to be C-lused by d person 

who was hunting, fishing, or trappin1 on lands o•ned or 

corotrolled by the person clai•inq da01aqeo e~en thou<.Jh the 

person responsible for the da101oqe is nut ->scert-linable. 

(Z) Any person who files or causes to be filed a false 

or f.~audulent. clai• is guilty of a eisde•e<moro 

~ect.ion 6o Da•~s -- 11•1tatlons and exceptions. (1) 

Damage which •ay be rei•bursed and the •axi•u• amounts of 

rei•Durseeent are as follows: 

(a) livestock loss attributable to gunshot or arrow 

wound is rei•bursable at the •arket rate per pound but no 

.ore than 185 for each sheep or •7SO for each head of cattle 

or h:>r seso 

(bJ Fence daaage caused by a person hunting, fishing, 

or traPPing, as supported by substantial evidence, is 

rei.Oursable to the owner of the fence in the aMOunt spent 

for r~oair of the da•age, but no aore than ,,00 for each 

clai•ant for each license year. 

(c) Fire da•age to grasslands, standing crops, or 

buildings caused by a person who was hunting, fishing, or 

trapping, as supported by substantial evi<len<.eo is 

reimbursable to the holder of th~ l~g~l interest which was 
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di•ini~h~d by Lh~ fire, but no 

reimbursed for any claimant 
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~ore th~n 'ZoODO ~~• hn 

in any license year for fire 

(d) Oa•age to other personal property owned hy and 

located on the landOMner•s real property caused by a person 

huntin~, fishing, or trapping, as supported by substantial 

evidence-, is reimbur~able to the landowner up to $7o;n for 

each license year. 

(2) No one landowner •ay receive more than so;,ooo 

during any license year for all losses payable under this 

section. 

(3) The provisions for damage set forth in [this act] 

are exclusive and 1 i•ited to the amounts and types of 

da•ages • 

lit) Daeage caused by wildlife is not reimbursable 

under {this act]o 

()) Damage caused to a gate in a landowner's f~nce is 

not reimbursable under rthis act]. 

Section 7. Investigation and initial determination 

review. 111 Jnvestiqation of ear.h claim and an initial 

determination of the validity of the cl~im must be made by 

field personnel of the department of fish and gameo If this 

determination is satisfactory to the landowner, th~n payment 

is authorized. 

(.21 If the landowner disagrees with the determination 
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of the field personnel of the departMent, the landowner •ay 

appeal to the fish and gaae co••ission. The decision of the 

fish and game commission is final. Any revie~ of this 

determination and appeal by a court is li•ited to procedural 

questions. The provisions for rei•bursement and the 

specific limitations on the amounts to be reiMbursed for any 

type of d~ma~e set forth in [this act] may not be altered or 

chanyed except by appropriate legislative action. 

s~ction a. Rule.aking authority. The fish and ga~e 

commission may adopt those rules necessary to impleaent the 

procedural requireaents and intent of [this act]. 

Section q. Cooperation ~ith land~ner. The depart•ent 

shall cooperate and assist in the prosecution of any person 

~ho is found to be causing da•age to private property and. 

further. to assist in seeking restitution froa such person. 

Section 10. Administration concurrent ~ith license 

yedrs. The progra• set forth in (this act] shall be 

adainistered concurrently ~ith the hunting and fishing 

license years as provided in Title 87. 

Section 11· Liaitation on fund. (1) The fees collected 

may be used to reimburse claims in the year collected and 

any subsequent year subject to the provisions of (this act]. 

(2) Payaent for claias under [this act) •ay not be 

made until after July lo 1979. 

(3) Clai~s for reimbursement under [this act] may be 
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aade only during the license year in ~hich the daaage 

occurred. Claias aade in a license year subsequent to the 

year in which the da~age occurred will not be recognized. 

(4) Money in the da=aye reieburse•ent account aust be 

pal~ to qualifying clai•ants on a flrst-c~e-flrst-served 

ba~i~ so lonq as the account is sufficient to make pay~ent. 

If thP account is insufficient to eake pay~nt to clai~ants 

during a I icense year, no more money •ay be paid out during 

that license year. 

(S) Any balance on the 1a~aoe rei•burseaent account at 

the end of any license year must be carried over into the 

next license ye3r for reieburseaent as provided in [this 

act]• 

(6) If upon termination of the provisions of {this 

act) there are funds available that have not been used for 

proper clai•s• these funds must be transferred to the 

de.,.ut-nt of fish and game for the specIfic purpose of 

pu~ehese-o~-~eese-of-hoft~+ng-or-f+sh+ftg-oeeess• CQ~P~M~A~ 

L.Atillmtli~&LEmLP&tlPEAILDAH!~& 

~ection 12. Any holder of a Montana resident or 

nonr~sident fishing, huntinyo or trappins license convicted 

of caa.itting the offense of either criainal •ischief, set 

forth in 45-6-lOlo the offense of cri•inal trespass to 

property, set forth in 45-b-203. or violation of {subsection 

(2) ~f section SJ shall forf~it his license 1nrl privile~e to 
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1 hun~. fish, or trap in "ontana for a perio~ of l year trun 

7. the datP. of conviction. 

3 Section 13. Severabi j ity. If a part of this .>ct is 

4 inv.~li.Jo all valid parts that are severable fro'!l the invalid 

5 part reeain In effect. If • part of this act Is invalid in 

~ one or more of it$ applications, the part reMains in effect 

7 in all valid applications that are sever~ble from the 

8 invalid applications. 

9 Section 14. Effective date and period of ap~lication. 

10 This act Is effective on passage and approval and applies to 

11 the period beginning "ay 1o t9f9 ~· and ending April ~o. 

12 1983. 

-End-
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March 20, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Finance and Claims) 

That House Bill No. 575, third reading bill, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 13. 
Following: "and" 
Insert: "to improve" 

2. Page 2, line 6. 
Strike: "$2" 
Inst!rt: "$1" 

3. P~ge 2, line 10. 
Following: "year." 
Insert: "Persons qualifying for a license under 87-2-801 

are not required to purchase this stamp." 

4. Page 2, lines 22 and 23. 
Following: "administration" on line 22 
Strike: "of [this act] by the department" 
Insert: "expense or payment of any damage claim expense 

arising under the provisions of [this act]" 

5. Page 3, line B. 
Following: line 7 
Insert: 11 (2) Any person receiving reimbursement from any 

other source for damages under [section 6] is precluded 
from payment from this fund; except if the actual cash 
value of the loss was greater than the reimbursement, 
recovery may be made from the fund subject to limits 
provided in [section 6]. 

(3) Any person receiving payment under [this act] is 
required, as a condition of payrnont, to be subrogated to 
the <lmount of the payment.'' 

Renumber: subsequent subsection 

6. P.1qc 4, line 2 0. 
F o 1 l md. n q : '' ( 1 ) " 
Strike: "Investigation" 
Insert: "The department shall contract for investigation" 

7. Pctge 4, line 21. 
Following: "claim" 
Strike: "must" 
InsC'rt.: "to" 

8. Page 4, line 22. 
Following: line 21 
Strike: "field personnel of the department of f ir:h and game" 
Insert: "an independent insurance adjuster licensed under 

Title 33, chapter 7, part 3" 



March 20, 1979 
Page 2 
House Bill No. 575 

9. Page 5, line 1. 
Following: "of the" 
Strike: "field personnel of the department" 
Insert: "adjuster" 

10. Page 5, line 24. 
Following: "July 1," 
Strike: "1979" 
Insert: "1980" 

11. Page 5, line 25. 
Following: "act]" 
Strike: "may" 
Insert: "must" 

12. Page 6, lines 1 through 3. 
Following: "made" 
Strike: the remainder of 11· ne 1 th 1 1' 3 · roug1 1ne 1n their entirety 
lns~r~~ "in a tim0lv mRnn0r." 

13. Page 6, line 8. 
Strike: "during a license year" 

14. Page 6, line 9. 
Following: "year." 
Insert: "However, as soon as the fund is replenished from the 

sale of stamps, any outstanding claims from previous years 
shall be paid first." 


