
CHAPTER NO. _..__::-,3"-'-Z~Y--. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 549 

INTRODUCED BY SCULLY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

February 3, 1979 

February 12, 1979 

February 13, 1979 

February 14, 1979 

February 15, 1979 

February 16, 1979 

March 7, 1979 

March 9, 1979 

March 13, 1979 

March 14, 1979 

March 16, 1979 

March 17, 1979 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to second house. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from second house. 
Concurred in as amended. 

Second reading, amendments 
adopted. 

Third reading, amendments 
adopted. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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BILL NO • .s!fi 
INTRllOUCfD 3¥ 

OF T~E DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXPANOING THE 

UEFINITlON OF THEFT TU INCLUDE FRAUDULENTLY OBTAINED PUBLIC 

ASSISTANCE; AMENDING SECTION 45-6-301t M(A.• 

BE IT E~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 45-6-301t "CAt is aaended to read: 

•45-6-301. Theft. {1) A person co .. its the offense of 

theft when he purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts 

unauthorized control over property of the owner and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

prop2rty; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses, conceals. or abandons 

the property in such aanner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses. conceals, or abandons the property knowin0 

such us eo conce.llllent. or abandonlllent probably w i 11 r1epr i v•c 

the owner of th<> property. 

(2) A pers?n co•mits the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains by threat or deception 

control over property of the owner and: 

(a) h.Js the purpose of deprivino the owner of the 
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LC 1050/01 

property; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses. conceals, or ab?ndons 

the property in such aanner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

such use, concealment. or abandon-ant probably will deprive 

th~ owne~ of the property. 

(3) A person co••lts the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains control over stolen property 

kno-ing the property to have been stolen by another and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

prop.;>rty; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses. conceals, or abandons 

the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, concealst or abandons the property ~nowing 

such use. concealment, or abandonment probably will deprive 

the own~r of the property. 

lil--A person ~owejts__tbe offense of theft wben be 

~~ or knowiaQLx gbtaios QL-_exerts yaauthorjzed 

~o1L2l_~gr any part gf aoy pyblic ass;~. as defined 

jo 53-3-101, by peaos gf: 

Ca) a kogwjngly false stateweoto repre$entatjgo. or 

i.aal~U Q!bl1lim_;_ 

ini__~ frayduleot~khe•e pr deyice; QL 

HB SLVf 
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lcl a knovjng failure to reyeaJ sources Qf jacgme. 

Z t•tL11 A person convicted of the vffense of theft of 

3 ~coparty not exceeding 1150 in v,,lue shall be fined not to 

4 exceed 5~00 or be impri~oned in the county jail for any terr 

5 not to exceed b month~• or both. A p~r~on convicted of the 

6 offense of theft of property exceeding SlSO in value or 

1 theft of any co•aonly do~esticated hoofed anl•al shall be 

8 iaprisoned In the state prison for any ter• not to exceed 10 

9 yParso 

10 tstLkl Amounts involved in thefts co••itted pursuant 

11 to a co .. on sche.e or the same transaction. whether fro• the 

12 same person or several persons, •ay be aggregated in 

13 deter•ining the value of the property.• 

-End-

-3-
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SILL 1110• 5!/!i 
li\ITRIJDUCEO 3Y 

Of T~E DEPARTMENT Of REVE~UE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: •AN ACT EXPANDING THE 

~EFINITIGN OF THEFT TO INCLUDE FRAUDULENTLY OBTAl~fD PUaLIC 

ASSISTANCE; AI'IEN\JING SECTION 45-6-30lo ~CA.• 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ~5-6-301, HCAo is amended to read: 

•45-6-301. Theft. (1) A person co~its the offense of 

theft when he purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts 

unauthorized control over property of the owner and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

l'rop =orty; 

(D) purposely or knowingly uses. conceals, or abandons 

the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of th•' 

prop.erty; or 

(c) uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowin~ 

sue~ use, concealmclnto or abandonment probably will Jerriv~ 

the owner of the property. 

{ 2) A pers-:>n commits the offense of th,, ft wh,>n h" 

purposely or knowingly obtains by threat or deception 

control over property of the owner and: 

(a) has the purpose of deprivinq thP owner of th~ 
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property; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses, conceals, or ab~ndons 

the property in such •anner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals• or abandons the property knowing 

such use, concealment, or ahandon~ent probably will oeprlve 

the owner of the property. 

(3) A person co~•its the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains control over stolen property 

knowing the property to have been stolen by another and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

prop~rty; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses. conceals, or abandons 

the property in such aanner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) useso conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

such use• conce~lm~nt, or abandon•ent probably will deprive 

thP. owner of the property. 

14) A ~ersoo comq!ts tbe offense of tbef~ wbgn be 

purgosel• or knowingly obtain$ gr exerts unauthorized 

control oygr any part of any publ j c assj stance. as dgfi ned 

jn SJ-J-lOlo b1 ~aos of: 

Cal a knowingly false stateaento represgntatjgn. gr 

i.mll.~O.O.U.Umi 

lb\ a fr~ent~cbeae or deyjce; or 

-z- Hf3 S49 
T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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1 (cl a knowing fajlure to reveal sourcg~ jncgae. 

2 t+t!ll A person convicted of the offense of theft of 

3 property not exceedinq S1SO in valu~ shall be fined not to 

~ exceed S500 or be imprisoned in the county jail for any term 

S not to exceed b months• or both. A person convicted of the 

6 offense of theft of property exceeding JlSO in value or 

7 theft of any coaaonly doaestlcatej hoofed aniaal shall be 

8 iaprisoned in the state prison for any tera not to exceed 10 

9 years. 

10 tst~ Aaounts involved in thefts coamitted pursuant 

11 to a coaaon sche.e or the saae transaction. whether froa the 

12 saae person or several persons. aay be aggregated in 

13 deteraining the value of the property.• 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. Sit9 

INTROOUtEO BY StULLY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

A BILL FOR AN AtT ENTITLED: •AN AtT EXPANDING THE 

DEFINITION UF THEFT TO INtLUDE FRAUDULENTLY OBTAINED PUBLIC 

ASSISTANCE; AMENDING SECTION 4S-6-30lt ~tA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section I. Section lt5-6-30lt NtA, is aaended to read: 

•to5-6-301. Theft. (1) A person co••its the offense of 

theft when he purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts 

unauthorized control over property of the owner and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

property; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses, conceals, or abandons 

the property in such •anner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals• or abandons the property knowinq 

such use. concealaent• or abandonment probably will deprive 

the owner of the property. 

(2) A person co••its the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains by threat or deception 

control over property of the owner and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 
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property; 

{bt purposely or knoNingly uses, conceals. or abandons 

the property in such •anner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals. or abandons the property knowing 

such uset conceal•ent, or abandonaent probably will deprive 

the owner of the property. 

(3) A person co .. its the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains control over stolen property 

knowing the property to have been stolen by another and: 

Ia) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

prop~rty; 

(b) purposel~ or knowingly uses. conceals. or abandons 

the property In such eanner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

{c) us~~• conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

such use, conceal•ento or abandoneent probably will depriv~ 

the owner of the property. 

J41 A ~~n coaajts the offense _Qf_theft when he 

~Lg~X--OL-~DQl¥ obtains or exerss ~QL.inll 

~at.r.2L~lt£.L....iU1¥-~-llf_all¥-SWillic auist.ance• a::;, del.initd 

~l.::.l~_b~all.LJlf.l 

L41--~lngly false ssatewent• representation• or 

impgCSQDdtLQoi DB 

(bJ a fraudY]eot s,bgee_or dgyj,gt-or 

-z- HB 549 
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tct--•-knAWinG:failate=~~=rt~tai=2QU~~t=Gf:iDCa.c• 

f~t~ A person convicted of the offense of theft of 

3 prooerty not exceedinq S1'50 in value shall be fined not to 

4 exceed 1'500 or be i~risoned in the county jail for any ter• 

s not to exceed 6 •onthso or both• A person convicted of the 

6 offense of theft of property exceeding SlSO in value or 

1 theft of any coeaonly doeesticated hoofed aniMal shall b~ 

B i•prisoned In the state prison for any ter• not to exceed 10 

9 years. 

10 f4tLAl A.aunts Involved In thefts co .. itted pursuant 

11 to a caa.on sche .. or the sa .. tr~sactiono whether fro• the 

12 sa.. person or several persons• ••Y be aggregated in 

13 deter•ining the value of the property.• 

-End-

-3- HB '549 



March 7, 1979 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Judiciary) 

That House Bill No. 549 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 24. 
Following: "· '' !_ 

Insert: "or" 

2. Page 2, line 25 and line 1 on page 3. 
Following: "device" on line 25 
Strike: remainder of line 25 through "income" on line 1 


