
February 3, 1979 
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February 13, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 545 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Business and 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill, 
do not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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INTRODUCED BILL NO. ~ 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ELIMINATE THE 

FLOATING TAVERN LICENSE; AMENDING SECTION 16-4-204• KCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-4-204• NCAo Is a•ended to read: 

•l&-4-204. Contents of license-- posting-- privilege 

transfer -- expiration. (1) Every license Issued under 

this part shall set forth the naae of the person to who• 

issued, the location, by street and nu.Oer or other 

appropriate specific description of location if no street 

address exists. of the pre•ises where the business is to be 

carried on under said llcenseo and such other inforaation as 

the depart.ant shall dea. necessary. If the licensee is a 

partnership or if •ore than one person has any Interest in 

the business operated under the license, the na.as of all 

persons in the partnership or interested In the business 

~ust appear on the license. Every license •ust be posted In 

a conspicuous place on the premises wherein the business 

authorized under the license is conducted, and such license 

shall be exhibited upon request to any authorized 

representative of the department or to any peace officer of 

the state of Montana. 
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(2) Any license Issued under the provisions of this 

part shall be considered a privilege personal to the 

licensee na.ed in the license and shall be good until the 

expiration of the license unless sooner revoked or 

suspended. 

(3) A license aay be transferred to the executor or 

ad•inistrator of the estate of any deceased licensee when 

such estate consists in whole or in part of the business of 

selling liquor under a licenseo and in such event the 

license eay descend or be disposed of with the business to 

which it is applicable under appropriate probate 

proceedings. 

(4} In the event of a .. jor loss or da.age to licensed 

preeises by unforeseen natural causes or In case of 

expiration of lease of the licensed pre•ises or in the event 

of eviction or increase of rent by the landlord (in case of 

rented licensed pre•ises) or in case of proposed removal of 

license to preeises as substantially suited for the retail 

liquor business as the pre•ises vacatedo the licensee may 

apply to the depart~nt for a transfer of the license to 

differ~nt preeises. The departeent •ay in its discretion 

permit a transfer in such cases if it appears to the 

departeent that such a transfer is required to do justice to 

the 1 icensee applying for the transfer. The depart~ent 

shall in no event nor for any cause pereit a transfer to 
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dlfferen~ pre.ises where ~he sanl~ary, health• and service 

facilities are less sa~isfactory than such facilities which 

exist or had existed at the pre•lses fro• which the transfer 

is proposed to be eade. 

C~l Upon a bona fide sale of ~he business operated 

under any license, ~he license aay be transferred ~o a 

qualified purchaser. Ho ~ransfer of any license as ~o 

person or location shall be effective unless and un~il 

approved by the depart.en~. and any licensee or transferee 

or proposed ~ransferee who opera~es or a~te•pt& to operate 

under any supposedly transferred license prior to the 

approval of such transfer by the depart8ento endorsed upon 

the license in writing, shall be considered as operating 

without a license and the license affected •ay be revoked or 

suspended by the departaent. The departE8nt •ayo within its 

discretion, perei~ a qualified purchaser ~o opera~e the 

business to be transferred pending final approval. providing 

~he application for ~ransfer has been filed with the 

depart.aent. 

tfot--tat-A--++een.--eey-tte-~_,hM'e<f--~---ft-

-r:thie ~e-e-+oe~-i-oft--t:rift-t:i'M! a~:~ot:1t41Pee-+or-w+t+ei\ 

+~was-orialftelly-+,,.ed-Oftf.y-wheft--t:he--~ow+ftg--eP+ter+a 

era •t• 
t+t--the--t:ot:a+~beP-8+-e++-be~Pe~e~-++eeft~e~-+n-tfte 

er~+fte+-~aree e•eeeded the ~tleta f&r-t~ot:-a~-ey--ot: 
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1 h~s-+tt-the -•t: ret:~-eeft11tn't 

z t++t-t:he--t:ot:a+-ftU~o¥-~-beYePe~~-+te~~·~-tn-the 

3 queta-aP~ta-wh+eh-the-+t~e-wou+d-be-tPan~+erred-dtd-not 

lo ~eed-t:ftet:-erea•s qaet:a-by-.are-~n-~5S-+n-t:he--.st-reeent 

5 c""sas•-attd 

6 t+++t~-depa~-++~Y--e+ter--e--pub+~--heertn~y 

7 thet-t:he-pab++e eenYen~enee-end~~~+ty-woa+d-be-~erved-by 

8 -~-!1-i:Pttft~ 

9 tbt--A--++eense--~Pen~~~ed--be~ween-qaote-ftre~-ander 

10 t:t\+s-1eet+en_,.,-rtot:-t>e-~~ed-ep_,.ted<Jed-tn--eurtty-ftnd 

11 ••Y net be- trefta#erPed t:o enot:hep--per~ftft--e~cept--+or--!1 

12 t:I'1Sft,._-by- i niMr i t:eftee III,OU-t:fte-~h-o+-t:h<!!-+fcenaee.-,lt 

13 +icen:te t:Pens+erred-bet:ween qao~~ees-ander--th+~--~ect+on 

1-\ ..y--be--fte+d--oftf.y--hy-~re+-per~.--For-the-pu~o~e-a+ 

15 ~~ece+en.-n~a+--~-~~--sne++--ftOt--+ne+ade--+t.tted 

16 part~p~-ep-ot:fter-bes+ft.as-eftt:+t:+e~-of-any-~tftd-+n-wfttch 

11 each--nett~Pa+-~en--+~--nat:--e--+a++--pert+c+pent--+n-tne 

18 oW~te.,ftfp-eftO-opePat:~-~-~-bas+n~~--eathortred--by--the 

19 1-+cen.~e.. 

20 t~~ Except as above providedo no license shall be 

21 transferred or sold nor shall it be used for any place of 

2Z business not described in the license; provided, however, 

23 tha~ such license aay be subject to aortgage and other valid 

Zit liens, in Mhich event the name of the mortgagee, upon 

25 application ~o and approval of ~he department• must be 
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