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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE OFFICE 

OF COMMISSIONER OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES AND PRACTICES; TO 

TRANSFER THE FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER TO THE SECRETARY 

OF STATE; TO PROVIDE FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE ELECTION LAWS BY 

THE COUNTY ATTORNEYS AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; AND TO CREATE 

CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS AND EXCEPTIONS FROM THE CAMPAIGN FILING 

AND FINANCE LAWS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT CANOlOATESw CERTAIN 

POLITICAL COMMITTEES, AND CERTAIN OTHER CANDIDATES AND 

COMMITTEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-lt-2611, l3-:l7-lt02. 

13-37-lllo 13-37-112, 13-37-lllt THROUGH 13-37-llh 

13-37-123. 13-37-124• 13-37-126, 13-37-127, 13-37-201, 

13-37-205, l3-37-208o 13-37-215w AND 13-37-225 THROUGH 

13-37-23lo MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 2-l5-4llo 13-37-101 

THROUGH 13-37-105, AND 13-37-113, MCA.• 

oE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

~EW SECTION. Section lo Office of co••issloner of 

campaign finances and practices abolished. (1) The office of 

commissioner of ca•paign finances and practlceso created by 

section 10, Chapter 480o laws of 1975, is abolished. 

(2) The records and reports on file with the 

commissioner are to be transferred to the office of the 
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secretary of state. 

Section z. Section 7-~2611• MCAw is a.ended to read: 

•7-4-2611. Role and duties of county clerk. (1) The 

county clerk of any county is also clerk of the county 

coMmissioners and eK officio recorder. Any duty imposed by 

law upon such officero either as county clerkw clerk of the 

county co .. lsslonerso as recorder. shall be performed by the 

county clerk• and any official act perforeed or certified by 

the county clerk shall be as valid and effectual as if 

perforeed and certified to by hi• as clerk of the county 

co.missloners or as recorder. 

C2l The county clerk .ust: 

Cal take charge of and safely keep or dispose of 

according to law all books, papers, aapsw and records which 

may be filed or deposited in his office; 

CbJ record all the proceedings of the board; 

(c) make full entries of all its resolutions and 

Jecislons on all questions concerning the raising of •oney 

for dOd the allowance of accounts against the county; 

(d) record the vote of each me~er on any question 

upon which there is a division or at the request of any 

•ember present; 

(e) sign all orders .ade and warrants Issued by order 

of the board for the payment of aoney and certify the same 

to the county treasurer; 
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(f) record the reports of the county treasurer of the 

receipts and disburse•ents of the county; 

(g) preserve and file all accounts ~cted upon by the 

board; 

(h) preserve and file all petitions and applications 

for franchises and record the action of the board thereon; 

(il record all orders levyin) taxes; 

(j) designate upon every account allowed by the board 

the a~unt allowed and deliver to any person who aay demand 

it a certified copy of any record in his office or any 

accuunt on file therein; 

(k) as often as a new township is organized or the 

boundaries of any township are altered, iamediately aake out 

and trans•lt to the secretary of state a certified state.ent 

of the na.es and boundaries and the boundaries of any 

township altered; 

(1) keep such other records and books and perfor• such 

other duties as are prescribed by law or by rule or order of 

the board. 

(3) A county clerk and recorder shall aaintain all 

records and stateaents filed pursuant to the provisions of 

Title 13 for a period of 10 years fro• the date of receipt. 

(4) A county clerk and recorder shall accept and file 

any inforMation voluntarily supplied that exceeds the 

requireaents of Title 13. 
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(5) A county clerk and recorder shall fileo code, and 

cross-index all reports and statements filed ~oljtjcal 

~jdates and committees 3S prescribed by the ~omm+~~+on~r 

of-~n•pft~~-f+~ne~s-ene-pree~+ees secretary of ~-

(b) A county clerk and recorder shall make statements 

and other infor~ation filed with his office available for 

public inspection and copying durin') r"yular office hours 

and make copying facilities available free of charge or at a 

charge not to exceed actual cost.• 

Section 3. Section 13-37-11lo MCA. is amended to read: 

•13-37-111. Investigative powers and duties. (l) The 

ee-+s"omw-«W-~gtt-~~-~-nd-~et+e~~ secretary of 

~ shall be responsible for investigating all of the 

alleged violations of the election laws contained in this 

title and shall in conjunction with the county attor~eys be 

respon~ible for enforcing all of the state•s election laws. 

(21 The ee.-+ssfft~P secretary of ~ mdv 

investigate all state•ents filed pursuant to the provisior,s 

of this title and shall also investigate alleged failures to 

file any statetAent or the alleg2d falsification of 3ny 

stateiRent filed pursuant to the provisions of this title. 

Upon the submission of a written complaint by 3ny 

individual. the ee•a+~~en~ secretary of state shall also 

investi')ate any other alleged violation of the provisions of 

this title or any rule adopted pursudnt thereto. 
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(3) The comm+'~ se,retary gf state aay inspect 

any records• accounts. or books that aust be kept ?U~suant 

to the provisions of this title which are held by any 

political committee or candidate so long as such Inspection 

is made during reasonable office hours. 

(4} The ee.-+~iOfteP secretary of state aay administer 

oaths and affiraationso subpoena witnesses, coapel their 

attendance, take evidence, and require the production of any 

books, papers. correspondence, seaorandao bank account 

statements of a political coa•ittee or candldateo or other 

records which are relevant or aaterial for the purpose of 

conducting any investigation pursuant to the provisions of 

this title.• 

Section 4• Section 13-37-112• MCAo Is a•ended to read: 

"13-37-112. Personnel eftd-~~. t~t The ~'~oneT 

~cretary of state shall select an appropriate staff to 

enforce the provisions of this title.-ftftd-"~-aey-h+~e-sftd 

t+~e-e++-~e~~onfte+-uftdeT-h+~-su~~. 

trt--~~--eeea+~~+s~---~~++---be---~~8"~~~---~o~ 

p~epe~ift9y--edsift~~e~iftgy-~e++oe~~he-budq~-~or-h~ 

off+e~•" 

Section s. Section 13-37-114o MCAo is amended to read: 

"13-37-114. Rules. The eo .. iss+on~ secretary of state 

shall promulgate and publish rules to carry out the 

provisions of this title and shall pro~lgate such rules in 
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confor•ance with the Montana Ad•inistrative Procedure Act.• 

Section 6. Section 13-37-115, MCAo is amended to read: 

•13-37-115. Orders 

secretary of State aay 

of noncompl i ance. The ~H~+en<M" 

issue orders of noncompliance as 

prescribed by 13-37-121.• 

Section 7. Section 13-37-116• KCAo is aaended to read: 

•13-37-116. Exercise of powers. The eowa•,,+on<M" 

~ary of state aay exercise all of the powers conferred 

upon hi• by law in any jurisdiction or political subdivision 

of the state.• 

Section B. Section 13-37-117, MCAo is aaended to read: 

•t3-3l-lll· ~~ Secretarw of 1tate to provide 

for•s and aanuals. (1) The e~+oner s•cretary gf 1tate 

shall prescribe fores for state•ents and other inforaation 

required to be filed pursuant to this title and furnish 

for•s and appropriate infor•ation to persons required to 

file statements and inforeation. 

(2) The co~+oner se,retary of state shall prepare 

and publish a aanual prescribing a unifore system for 

accounts for use by persons required to file statements 

pursuant to this title. 

(31 The eo-H~+-~ se,retary of state shall 

prescribe the eanner in vhich the county clerk and recorders 

shall receive, fileo collate, and maintain reports filed 

with them under this title.• 

-6- II t; :_y-- 'l i 



1 

2 

3 

~ 

~ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

l( O"i89/0l 

Section 9. Section 13-37-118, M(Ae is a•ended to read: 

•13-37-llB. Infor•ation voluntarily supplied. The 

ee~~~ioner secretarx gf state shall accept and file any 

iofor•ation voluntarily supplied that exceerls the 

require•ents of this title.• 

Section to. Section l3-37-ll9e M(A, is a~nded to 

read: 

•13-37-119. Availability of infor•ation. (l) The 

ee .. 111iener sacretarx of state shall .ake state•ents and 

ot~r lnfor•ation filed with his offico available for public 

inspection and copying durin9 regular office hours and .ake 

copyin9 facilities available free of char9e or at a char9e 

not to exceed actual cost. 

{2} The e~~+efter s.cretary gf state shall preserve 

state .. nts and other lnfor•ation filed with his office for a 

period of 10 years fro• date of receipt. 

f3) The ~~~ secretary of state shall prepare 

and publish su..aries of the state.ents received and such 

other reports as he considers appropriate. 

(4} The ee.a+,_.~ Secretary pf state Shall provide 

for wide public disse•ination of su.maries and reports. 

(5} Every individual shall have the right to inspect 

any report or current account that aust be kept or filed 

pursuant to the provisions of this title but only if such 

inspection will occur during reasonable office hours and in 
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such a -.nner that nor•al office functions will not be 

unnecessarily interrupted.• 

S~ction 11. Section 13-37-120o ~CAo is a.,..,nc!e1 to 

read: 

•13-37-120. Reports. 111 The ee.-•s~+~ner sgcretarv of 

~ shall at the close of each fiscal year report to the 

legislature and the governor concernin~ the action he has 

takeno including the naaes, salaries, and dutiPs of all 

individuals +ft-~eep+oy hired to jmplewent the dutjes of 

(parts. 1 and il:J and the money he has di sbur5.ed. Th,, 

e~s+~ Aacr•t•cx gf state shall also make further 

reports on the 

legi•lature •ay 

reco-ndat Ions 

desirable. 

.atters within his jurisdiction 

and 5.hal 1 also prescribe 

for further legislation as may 

as the 

fr.odk-t.,. 

"PP<'ar 

121 After receiving the final campaign contribution 

and expenditure report filed as rvquired ~y 13-37-2~~ 

through 13-37-228 gr a statp•ent of exemption _!LQm _ _tue 

filing requjreaents.e the e~s~+e~r ~taLX-cL~ 

shall infor• the -~~ry-e~-~~~e-er-~he--e+~y--er--ee~n~y 

e+er~--end--reeereer gffjcer jssujog th•' certificate uf 

a1B£tioo gr thg ~~as agprgprjat~ that each 

candidate who has been properly elected to any public office 

has filed his final contribution and expenditure report aL 

~ent of gxeaptjon from fjljog ~s specifi~d in 13-37-12~ 

-!!-
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through 13-37-228." 

Section 12. Section 13-37-121, M(Ao is amended to 

read: 

"13-37-121. Inspection of statements and Issuance of 

orders of noncompliance. (l} Each statement filed with the 

eemm~~~~ener secretarx of state during an election or within 

60 days thereafter shall be inspected within 10 days after 

th~ date upon which the state.ant is filed. If a person has 

not satisfied the provisions of this title, the e~~+efter 

secretarx pf state shall i .. ediately notify the person of 

the noncompliance. Such an order of nonca.pliance shall be 

issued when: 

(a} upon exa•ination of the official balloto it 

appe•rs that the person has failed to file a statement as 

required by law or that a statement filed by a person does 

not conform to law; or 

(bJ it is deter•ined that a statement filed with the 

commissioner does not conform to the require•ents of this 

title or that a person has failed to file a statement 

required by law. 

(2] If an order of noncompliance is issued durinq a 

campaign period or within 60 days after an election. a 

candidate or political com•ittee shall sub•it the necessary 

information within 5 days after receiving the notice of 

noncompl lance. Upon a failure to sub•it the required 
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infor•ation within the ti.a specified• the appropriate 

county attorney or the ~~~·~ attgrnex general 

wheneyer a ~ountx att0 rnex is In pgncgwpljaoce aay initiate 

a civil or cri•inal action pursuant to the procedures 

outlined in 13-37-12~ and 13-37-125. 

{3) If an order of nonco•pliance Is Issued during any 

period other than that de~cribed in subsection (Z)o a 

candidate or political co.mlttee ~hall sub•lt the necessary 

infor•ation within lO,days after receiving the notice of 

noncompliance. Upon a failure to sub•it the required 

infor•ation within the time specified, the appropriate 

county attorney or the ee.a+ss+oner attornex geperol 

wheneyer a GPUP\¥ attaroex js jn popca-pliance shall 

initiate a civil or cri•inal action pursuant to the 

procedures outlined in 13-37-12~ and 13-37-125.• 

Section 13• Section 13-37-123, MCAo is a .. nded to 

read: 

•13-37-123. Exaaination of reports after election. 

Within 120 days after the date of each election• the 

ee.-+~~+efter secretar¥ of state shall exa•ine and co•pare 

each stat~aent or report filed with the ee.-+srlent!1" 

secretarw gf statg pursuant to the provisions of this title 

to deter•lne whether a stateaent or report confor•s to the 

provisions of the law. The eKa•ination shall include a 

co•parison of all reports and state•ents received by the 

-10- /18 5'1 I 
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~~ secretary gf state pursuant to the requirements 

of this title. The eo.e+s,~~ ~ary of s~ ~~Y 

investigate the source and authenticity of any contribution 

or expenditure listed in any report or statement filed 

pursuant to this title or the alleged failure to report any 

contribution or expenditure raquired to be reported pursuant 

to this title.• 

Section 1'\. Section 13-37-124• MeAt is aaended to 

read: 

•13-37-124. Consultation and cooperation vith county 

attorney. C11 Whenever the ~'~ secretary gf state 

deter•ines that there appears to be sufficient evidence to 

justify a civil or crl•lnal prosecution under the election 

laws of this state, he shall notify the county attorney of 

the county in which the alleged violation occurred and shall 

arrange to transeit to the county attorney all infor~ation 

relevant to the alleged violation. ~+- ~~ eo.ftty--ft~rftey 

H+h--H--~et:e~~~+-ril-4W-erftt+fte't-ee+~on 

w+~ft-3e-eey,-~r ~• reeei••• fteti~ee~ieft of~~ed 

vio1etieuw ~he -eoeeissi-er -__.,.- ~hen - ini~ie~e _ _.,.. 

fi-t ., eollnty-~ner---Y'Y-ei:-eny-tHe-pri~o-tM 

eot,+~-.f-~~..,-t+--~+~ee-+H...t-+n :tllb:tee++on 

~tT-weive-~ri~~t to pro3eellte-ond-t~eby-ollth~~re--the 

e-~----t:e--+t'ri-t'+ete-i:fte-oppreJ""i-fte-e+Y+t -or-er+a+ne+ 
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eetioft-amler-~-e+ee++on-+e-

t~t~ The provisions of subsection (11 do not apply 

to a situation in which the alleged violation has been 

coamitted by the county attorney of a county. In this 

instance, the secretary gf $\ate shall ootjf~the attprney 

ggngralw and ~he eewe+~ToneP attorney general is authorized 

to directly prosecute any alleged violation of this titl~. 

t+U .. ll. If a prosecution is undertaken by the 

ee....,+efter attorney ganeraJ, all court costs associated 

with the prosecution shall be paid by the state of Montanao 

and all fines and forfeitures ieposed pursuant to a 

prosecution by the coemlssioner shall be deposited in the 

state general fund.• 

Section 15. Section 13-37-126, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•13-37-126. Na.es not to be printed on ballot. (11 The 

na~e of a candidate shall not be printed on the offici~' 

ballot for a general or special election if the candidate or 

a political treasurer for a candidate fails to fil~ any 

statement as required by this title. 

(2) A vacancy on an official ballot under this section 

may be filled in the eanner provided by law but not by the 

na•e of the same candidate. 

(3) In carrying out the mandate of this section. the 

eo--*'s+~r $ecretary pf state must by a written stat~ment 

-12-
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1 notify ~he-5ee~~py-of-5~ete-er.the city or county clerk or 

2 the clerk of a school district that a candidate or a 

3 candidate's political treasurer has not co•plied with the 

4 provisions of this title, as described In subsection (1) and 

5 that a candidate's na~e should not be printed on the 

b official ballot.• 

7 Section 16. Section 13-37-127, ~tAo is aaended to 

A read: 

9 "13-37-127• Withholding of certificates of election. 

10 No certificate of election 5fte++ a.x be granted to any 

11 candidate unt i 1 ~-po++~+-+--t:1•ee,.wer--ft---f+~ the 

12 reports and statements that must be filed pursuant to the 

13 provisions of this title are filed. Ko candidate for an 

14 elective office <Aay assuee the powers ~nd duties of that 

15 office until he has received a certificate of election as 

16 provided by law. A certificate of election sh.'tll only be 

17 issued by the public official responsible for issuing a 

H certificate or com~ission after receiving written assur3nce 

19 from th~ ee•m+55+o~~ secretary of state that a candidate 

20 has filed all of the state.ents or reports that must be 

21 fileu pursuant to the provisions of this title.• 

22 Section 17. Section 13-37-201, ~tAo Is aaended to 

23 read: 

24 •13-31-201. Campaign treasurer. Exc~pt as provided in 

25 13-37-206 and [section 19]o each candidate for nomination or 
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election to office and each political co .. ittee shall 

appoint one ca~aign treasurer. No contribution shall be 

received or expenditure aade by or on behalf of a candidate 

or political ca.aittee until the candidate or political 

co .. ittee appoints a ca•palgn treasurer and certifies the 

naae and address of the campaign treasurer pursuant to this 

section. The certification, which shall include an 

organizational state .. nt• properly acknowledged by a notary 

publico and setting forth of the naee and address of the 

ca.paign treasurer and all other officers, if anyo of the 

political co .. itteeo shall be filed with the ee~&n~ 

$eCretary of state and the appropriate county clerk and 

recorder as specified for the filing of reports In 

l3-37-2ZS.• 

Section 18. Section 13-37-205, KCAo is a .. nded to 

read: 

•13-31-zos. taapaign depositories. Except as provided 

in 13-37-206 and [section 19Jt each candidate and each 

politicdl coa.itt~e shall designate one priaary caEpalgn 

depo~itory for the purpose of depositing all contributions 

received dOd disbursing all expendituras ~ade by the 

candidate or political co.aittee. The candidate or political 

coaaittee aay also designate one secondary depository in 

e3ch county in which an election is held and in which the 

candidate or co~mittee participates. 

-14-

Oeputy campaign 

·e li /J 
L .. - / -' I 
J 7( 



1 

2 

3 

" 
s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1" 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2" 

25 

LC 0589/01 

treasurers eay aake deposits In and eake expenditures fro• 

secondary depositories ~en authorized to do so as provided 

i~ ll-37-202(2). Only a bank authorized to transact business 

in Montana eay be designated as a ca~aign depository. The 

candidate or political co .. ittee shall file the naee and 

address of each prieary and secondary depository so 

designated at the saee tl .. and with the sa.e officer with 

whee the candidate or co .. ittee files the na .. of his or Its 

caepalgn treasurer pursuant to 13-37-Z01• Nothing In this 

s<t•ctlon shall prevent. a political co.-itt .. or candidate 

frcnt having -r• than one caepaign account. In the sa .. 

deposl tory.• 

NEM SECTIQNe Section 19. Exception for certain 

candi~es and coe.itt .. s. (1, Candidates for those offices 

declared filled by the city clerk or county clerk and 

recorder need not co.ply with the requireeents of 13-37-201 

through 13-37-205. 

(2) Political co..lttees that. have been organized by 

or are a part of a political party and that have not been 

organized prlaarlly in behalf of a particular candidate or 

priearily for the support of or opposition to a particular 

ballot issue need not. coaply with the requlreeent.s of 

13-37-201 through 13-37-205. Co..ittees that are exeept.ed 

by this subsection include but are not. li•ited to state and 

county central coe.ittees and woeen•s clubs of political 
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parties. 

Section 20. Section 13-37-208o MCAo is aeended to 

read: 

•t3-37-208e Treasurer to keep records• (1) 'f+oe 

eeape~~-tres,~•••--o+--eeeft--eftftdidete -sftd-eseft-pe+•~+ee+ 

~~~ WhRD@y•r a caapaign treasurer ji requjred• he 

shall keep detailad accounts (current within not eore than 

10 days after the date of receiving a contribution or eaking 

an expenditure) of all contributions received and all 

expenditures eade by or on behalf of the candidate or 

political co..itt.ee that Kre required to be set forth in a 

st.at. ... nt. filed under this chapter. 

C2) Accounts kept. by a caepaign treasurer of a 

candidate shall be preserved by~he caepaign treasurer for a 

period coinciding with the tere of office for which the 

person was a candidate.• 

Section 21. Section 13-37-215• MCAo i~ aeended tn 

read: 

"13-37-215. Petty cash funds allowed. (1) The campaign 

treasurer for~ • candidate or political co .. ittee is 

authorized to withdraw the following amount each week from 

the prieary depository for the purpose of providing a petty 

cash fund for the candidate or political co•sittee: 

tal for all candidates for noeination or election on a 

statewide basis and all political coemittees operatin~ 0n a 

-16-
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statewide basis, slOO per week; and 

lb) for all other candidates and political committees, 

S20 per week. 

(2) The petty cash fund •ay be spent for office 

supplies, transportation expenses, and other necessities in 

an amount of less than 510. Petty cash shall not be used 

for the purchase of ti•e• space. or services fro• any 

communications aedius. 

!3l Sybject to the proyjsions gf iubsectjops Ill apd 

~ a candjdate or cp .. ittee exempted trow th@ prgyj$jQn5 

of 13-31-201 thrgygb 13-31-205 eay aaiotaip a petty cash 

!Jirul..• 

Section 22. Section 13-31-225, MCAt is a•ended to 

reod: 

•13-37-225. Reports of contributions and expenditures 

requir-ed. (1) Except as provided in 13-37-226(3) ~ 

(sectjgn 26]• each candidate and political comeittee shall 

file periodic reports of contributions and expenditures eade 

by or on the behalf of a candidate or political co .. ittee. 

All reports required by this section shall be filed with the 

ee~~~~~o~er secretary gf_~ and with the county clerk 

and recorder of the county in which a candidate is a 

resident or the political co .. ittee has its headquarters. 

Ho~evero where residency within a district, county• city, or 

town is not a prerequisite for being a candidate, copies of 
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all reports shall be filed with the county clerk and 

recorder of the county in which the election is to be held 

oro if the election is to be held in •ore than one county, 

with the clerk and recorder in the county that the 

ee..+s,~Ofter secretary of state shall specify. 

(2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure 

reports required by this chapterw the eo.a+s~Ofter secretary 

gf state shall accept copies of the reports filed by 

candidates for congress and president of the United States 

and their political co .. ittees pursuant to the requlre .. nts 

of federal law.• 

Section 23. Section 13-3T-226w MCAo Is a-nded to 

read: 

•13-31-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Except as 
proy!dod !p [sectjgp 26)• Eeftd+~ candidates for a state 

office filled by a statewide vote of all the voters of 

Montana, the political co .. ittees for such candidates, and 

political coa.ittees organized to support or oppose a 

statewide issue shall file reports: 

(a) on the lOth day of Harch and September in each 

year that an election is to be heldo and on the 15th and 5th 

days next preceding the date on which an election is held, 

and within 21t hours after receiving a contribution of 5500 

or sore at any ti~e after the last preelection report; 

(b) not More than 20 d~ys after the date of the 
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election; 

(c) on the lOth day of ~arch and s~pteMber of each 

year follo~ing an election ~0 long a~ there i~ an unexpended 

balance or an expenditure deficit in a caapalqn account; and 

(d) whenever a candidate or political coeaittee 

finally closes its books. 

{2} Candidates for a state district office• including 

but not llaited to candidates for the legislature. public 

service ca.aisslon. or district court judge. their political 

c~ .. ittees. and political co .. ittees organized to support or 

oppose district issues shall file reports: 

(a) on the lOth day next preceding the date on ~hlch 

an election is held and ~ithin 2o\ hours after receiving a 

contribution of SlOO or .are at any tl .. after the last 

preelection report; 

CbJ not .are than 20 days after the date of the 

election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or 

finally closes its books. 

political co .. ittee 

(3) Candidates for any other public office. their 

political co.-ittees. and political ca.•ittees organized to 

support or oppose local issues shall be required to file the 

reports specified in subsection (ZJ only if the total aeount 

of contributions received or the total amount of funds 

expended for an election, excluding the filing fee paid by 
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the candidate. exceeds S500; except candidates for the 

office of trustee of a school district, their political 

committees, and political committees orqanized to support or 

oppose a school district issue shall not be required to 

comply with the provisions of 13-37-225 throuqh 13-37-229 

when the school district is: 

(a) a first-class district located in a county having 

a population less than 15,000; 

{b) a second- or third-class district; or 

(c) a county high school district having a student 

enrollaent less than z,ooo. 

{~) All reports required by this section shall be 

co•plete as of the date prescribed by the eo~+ss+ene~ 

~~ gf state 9 ~hlch shall not be less than 5 or more 

than 10 days before the date of filing as specified in 

13-37-225(21 and subsections {1) through (3) of this 

section.• 

Section 24. Section 13-37-227, MCAt is amendeo to 

re,d: 

"13-37-227. Co•prehensive report when several 

candidates or issues involved. Except as oroyjded~ 

~on 20]• ~he-~~~~~ the secretary of state shall 

adopt rules that will permit political co~ittees. includino 

political parties, to file copies of a single co~prehensive 

report when they support or oppose ~ore than one candi~ate 
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or issue.• 

Section 25. Section 13-37-228, KCAt is amended to 

read: 

•13-37-228. Time pe~lods covered by ~eports. Re~ 

Except as prgyjded !p [sectlgp 26]• reggrts filed under 

13-37-225 shall be filed to cover the folloNing ti.e 

pe~iods: 

(1) The initial report shall cove~ all contributions 

~eceived or expenditures •ade by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the ti.a that a person became a candidate 

as defined in 13-1-101(2) until the date p~escribed by the 

eeem+~~+one~ secretary gf state for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to 13-37-225(2) and 

subsections (1) th~ough (3) of 13-37-226. 

(2) Subsequent pe~iodic reports shall cover the pe~iod 

of ti~e from the closing of the previous report to a date 

prescribed by the ee••issioner ~retary gf state, which 

shall not oe less than 5 days or •ore than 10 days before 

the date of filing. 

(3) Final repo~ts shall cover the period of ti.e fro• 

the last periodic ~eport to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate o~ political co .. ittee.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 26. Exceptions for filing 

requi~ements. (l) Candidates fo~ those offices decla~ed 

filled by the city clerk or the county clerk and recorder 
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need not ca.ply with the filing provisions of 13-3?-225 

th~ough 13-37-228. 

(21 Candidates who are running unopposed need not 

co•ply with the filing provisions of 13-37-225 through 

13-37-228. 

(3) Political ca.aittees that have been organized by 

or are a part of a political party and that have not been 

organized prl•arily in behalf of a par~lcular candidate o~ 

prlaarily for the s~pport of or opposition to a particular 

ballo~ issue need not coaply with the filing provisions of 

13-37-225 ~hrough 13-31-228. co .. lttees ~hat are exe•pted 

by ~his subsection include but are not ll•ited to state and 

county central co .. ittees and voaen•s clubs of political 

pa~ties. 

(~t Candidates who a~e not exe•pted by subsection (1) 

or (2) who have received contributions not exceeding S2~ooa 

and who have spent funds not exceeding S2o000 aay satisfy 

the filing requirements of 13-37-225 through 13-31-228 by 

subMitting one ~eport within 15 days afte~ the election. 

(5) Political co .. ittees not exeapted by subsection 

(3) aay satisfy the filing require.ents of 13-37-225 through 

13-37-228 by sub~itting one repo~t within 15 days after the 

election whenever: 

(a) the committee has been fo~•ed for a candidate for 

an office for which a co•mission is issued pursuant to 

-22- f/[) 5 'f I 
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13-15-50~ or has been for .. d to support or oppose a ballot 

issue voted on in •ore than one county and has received 

contributions not exceeding $20o000 and has spent funds not 

exceeding $20o000; or 

(b) the co .. ittee has been for•ed for a candid~te for 

dn office declared filled by the city clerk or county clerk 

and recorder or for.ed to support or oppose a ballot issue 

voted on in only one county and has received contributions 

not exceeding ss,ooo and has spent funds not exceeding 

S5oOOO. 

(6) The report per•ltted by subsection (4) or (5) 

shall cover all contributions received and expenditures •ada 

during the period coa.encing as described in 13-37-228(1) 

and ending as prescribed by the .secretary of state. The 

report shall contain the infOr.atlon required by 13-37-229 

and 13-37-230. 

(7) The secretary of state shall pro.ulgate rules to 

enable a candidate or political co .. ittea to co•ply with the 

require-ants of this section whenever the candidate or 

co..ittee believed in good faith that coepllance with 

subsection (~) or (5) would be possible. out the dollar 

li•it on contributions or expenditures was in fact exceeded. 

(8) A candidate or co•sittee exe•pted froe the filing 

require .. nts of 13-37-225 through 13-37-228 by subsection 

(l)o (21• or (3) shall file a notarized stateeent with the 
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secretary of state explaining the basis of the claimed 

exemption. This state.ent .ust be filed no later than 15 

days after the election. 

Section 21. Section 13-37-229, HCAo is a~ended to 

read: 

"13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the following 

infor•atlono except that a candidate shall only be required 

to report the infor•ation specified in this section if the 

transaction~ involved were undertaken for the purpose of 

influencing an election: 

(1) the aeount of ca~h on hand at the beginning of the 

reporting period; 

(2) the full na.a and aailing address (occupation and 

the principal place of bu~inesso if any} of each person who 

has eade aggregate contributions. other than loans. of $25 

or .are to the candidate or political committee (includinq 

the purcha~e of tickets for events such as dinner~. 

luncheons. rallies, and si•ilar fund-raising events) within 

the reporting period• together with the aggregate amount of 

those contributions. and the total amount of contributions 

~ade by that person; 

(3) the total su• of individual contributions made to 

or for the political committee or candidate and not reported 

under subsection (2) of this section; 
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(4} the na~e and address of each political ca..lttee 

or candidate from which the reporting cos.ittee or candidate 

received any transfer of funds 9 together with the a•ount and 

dates of all transfers; 

(5) each loan fro• any person during the reporting 

period. together with the full na .. s and •ailing addresses 

(occupation and principal place of business, if any) of the 

lender and endorsers. if any. and the date and a.aunt of 

each loan; 

(6) the a.aunt and nature of debts and obligations 

owed to a political co .. ittee or candidates In the for• 

prescribed by the e~i~ secretary gf $\ate; 

(7) an ite•ized account of proceeds fro.: 

{a) the sale of tickets to each dinner, luncheon• 

rally. and other fund-raising events; 

(b) mass collections made at such an event; and 

(c) sales of ite•s such as political ca•p3ign pins• 

buttonso badges, flags, e•ble•s• hatso banners, literature, 

and ~imilar materials; 

[8) each contribution, rebateo refund, or other 

receipt not otherwise listed under subsections {2) through 

(6) of this section during the reporting period; 

(9) the total sum of all receipts received by or for 

the committee or candidate during the reporting period; 

(10) other information that •ay be required by the 
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ee..+'~ $ecretary gf $\ate to fully disclose the 

sources of funds used to support or oppose candidates or 

issues.• 

Section 28. Section 1~37-230o MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•13-37-230. Disclosure of expenditures •ade. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the follo~ing 

inforaation• except that a candidate shall only be required 

to report the infor~lon specified In this section if the 

transactions Involved ~ere undertaken for the purpose of 

influencing an election: 

(1) the full name and aailing address (occupation and 

the principal place of business, ff any) of each person to 

who• expenditures have been aade by the co .. ittee or 

candidate during the reporting periodo including the amount, 

dateo and purpose of each expenditure and the total a•ount 

of expenditures •ade to each person; 

(Z) the full na•e and aailinq addresses (occupation 

and the principal place of businesso if any) of each person 

to ~hoa an expenditure for personal services. salarieso and 

rei•bursed exp~nses have been •adeo including the a.ount, 

dateo and purpose of that expenditure and the total aaount 

of expenditures aade to each person; 

(3) the total sum of expenditures •ade by a political 

co•mittee or candidate during the reporting period; 
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(~) the naae and address of each political co-.ittee 

or candidate to which the reporting co .. ittee or candidate 

made any transfer of funds, together with the a~ount and 

dates of all transfers; 

(5) the na.a of any person to who• a loan was •ada 

during the reporting period, including the full naee and 

eaillng address (occupation and principal place of business. 

if any) of that persono and the full na•e and •ailing 

address (occupation and principal place of business. If any) 

of the endorsers, if anyo and the date and aeount of each 

loan; 

(6) the a.aunt and nature of debts and obligations 

o~ed by a political c~ittee or candidate in the for• 

prescribed by the e~sslofter secretary gf state; 

· {7) other lnfor•ation that. eay be required toy the 

eeee+s.+ofteP secretary gf state to fully disclose the 

disposition of funds used to support or oppose candidates or 

issues.• 

Section 2'9. Section 13-37-2'31, MCAo Is aeended to 

read: 

•13-37-231. Reports to be certified as true and 

correct. (1) A report required by this chapter to be filed 

by a candidate or political co .. ittee shall be verified as 

true and correct by the oath or affir.ation of the 

individual filing the report. The individual filing the 
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report shall be the candidate or an officer of a political 

co•eittee who is on file as an officer of the co~mittee with 

the e~-~~on&r secretary gf state. The oath or affirmation 

shall be eade before an officer authorized to adeinister 

oaths. 

(2) A copy of a report or stateeent shall be preserved 

by the individual filing it for a period of time to be 

designated by the eeee+~s+Oftep secretary of state• 

(3) The eo .. issiOReP secretary gf $tate Day promulgate 

rules regarding the extent to which organizations that are 

no~ priaarlly poli~lcal co .. ittees bu~ are incidentally 

politic~l c~i~tees shall report their politically related 

activities in accordance ~ith this chapter.• 

Section 30. Section 13-27-~2, HCAo is aeended to 

read: 

•t3-Z7-lt02• co .. ittees to prepare argu•ents for and 

aqainst ballot issues. The argu~ents advocating approval o~ 

rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments shall 

be sub•itted to the secretary of state by coemittees 

appointed as provid•d in this subsection: 

11) The co .. ittee advocating approval of an act 

referred to the people or a constitutional amendment 

pro~osed by the legislature or an act referred to the people 

by referendu~ petition shall be composed of one senator 

known to favor the .. asure, appointed by the president of 
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the senate; one representative known to favor the .easureo 

appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; 

and one member who need not be a eember of the legislatureo 

appointed by the first two ... bers. 

(2) The co .. ittee advocating rejection of a ballot 

6 issue referred to the people or proposed by the legislature 

7 shall be composed of one senator appointed by the president 

B of the senate; one representative appointed by the speaker 

9 of the house of representatives; and one ... ber who need not 

10 be a member of the legislatureo appointed by the first two 

11 members. Whenever possibleo the •e•bers shall be known to 

12 have opposed the Issue. 

l3 (3) A three-•e.ber co .. ittee advocating approval of a 

14 ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition or 

15 advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a 

16 1 egi slat i ve act referred to the people by referendu• 

17 ~etition shall be appointed by the chair•an of the 

lS organization that was first on record with the eo .. +ss~ 

19 of-eem~+~n-f+ne~.s-eftd-p~~+ees secretary of state as a 

20 proponent of the petition. 

21 (4) A coa~ittee advocating rejection of a ballot Issue 

22 proposed by any type of initiative petition shall be 

23 composed of five aeabers. The governoro attorney qeneralo 

24 president of the senateo and speaker of the house of 

25 representatives shall each appoint one aeabero and the fifth 

-29-

LC 0589/01 

1 ae.Oer shall be appointed by the first four ..-hers. All 

z aeabers shall be known to favor rejection of the issue.• 

3 Section 31• Repealer. Sections Z-15-~11o 1~37-101 

~ through 1~37-105, and 1~37-113• MCAo are repealed. 

-End-
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