
February 2, 1979 
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February 15, 1979 

HOUSE BILL 536 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Committee recommend bill, do 
not pass. 

Report adopted. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~ 
~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •iN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ROTATION OF NAMES ON ELECTION BALLOTS AS DETERMINED BY LOT 

AND TO REMOVE THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN MA.JOR PARTY 

CANDIDATES, MINOR PARTY CANDIDATE So AND INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1D-209o l3-IZ-205o AND 

13-17-206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-lD-209, NCA, is a.ended to readr 

•13-lD-209. Arranqeaent of ballots. {1) lt the 

primary, there shall be a ballot for each political party 

entitled to participate. Each ballot shall be printed on a 

separate sheet of ~hite paper of the sa~ size, folded, and 

securely fastened at the top. 

trt--€-a~~_,-.MH·-M-_.._<J•d el l'hebM fcit+~y 

e.,---Mte.es-tt~-t:fto!-~c...--d-uftdeto-t:he-swoJtft'-J"WtY 

des+~net:+CRw-~ha-ne~-ef-~eendi~--for--~~--end 

l~edt:enent:--q&Yernor-~he+l-ee-e~~~d-by-t:fte-~a.&-e+-t:he 

e~~t:a--for--~•~or.--Wften--twe or--.ore--~on~-e~ 

ee~~etes-for neainetlon for the seme offieey-t:he-r~+~trer 

9~a++--d~w~de--~eellat:-t~a.+de-e-rot:e~en-of-t:he-~s 

of-tne-eOftd+dat:e~~o++~ 
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LC 171t3/Dl 

tet--&+Y+i!le-H-ceaMy-be++ot:~ I nt:e aets e~'t--+n 

na.ber--t:e--~~eet:est: na.aer-of-cendidetes-for no•lnet:+on 

or election to Oftr of'~ 

f'bt--Arreft~ t:.._••t:• se t:het: ceu~idet:es• neMs--.-

t"Ot:et:ee--tty--.-+~-----+r- t:he t:op-of-~'t+ft-f'or 

eeeft-n-ii'Withtft-- ef'fiee en4 .,+~he -•• e• ftllllllser--

the bot:t:- of--t:tte-++rt-4- eeeh 1nteeessiwe-1et of beltot; 

f'__,t-howe ,., w in· pori nt:i n11 beKot:s--+--•-- In any •-

.,.._+ttet:y___.ty -· •et: Shel+--be--.d 

+~t:+eet. 

end they lltlel 1 be 

~LZ! Ballots shall be printed on white paper in the 

for• of the Australl.n ballotw and the candidates of each 

party s~ll be printed on a separate ticket. 

"' fgr t.btl gurpgu of pJauMot. AD t,tw baJlqt., t.h• 

qffices of presld9nt and yice pre$jdeot shall be CQD$14ftred 

•1 a $Ingle office, with t.be person seeking t.be office of 

gresi4ftpt 'gnsi4ftred as tbe candidate• aod t.be offic•• of 

~oyernor apd lieut.anant ggyeroor shall be considered as a 

slagle gfflc•• with tbe person seeking t.h• office of 

ggyerngr consid@ced as tbe candidate• 

Cit) Capdidates• naaes shall b@ arranged ip •A order to 

be d9terainad by a drawing b~ 10 to uoder the office$ and 

under the orop9r party des I gnatlon. Ibe drawing shall be 

cgoducted by the registrar not le$$ tban 30 day$ bgfore the 

date gf tbe primary elettjon aod a5 soon as po$Sjble 

wo -~-::;;.t 
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fer--~fte-~y--+~-eetJ e~eef in na~er to the 9reete1~ 

nottllber-ef'-etHHI+dftO'J-for 6nr •"'*-

eeft~~Y~+nnin~ ••~ e for• err••~ed In -elehahe~ieet 

orde1'Y--er&-I'O'teftd-tty-re-• tn~ one n-• w- ~p-of'-~l'ie 

Hft-for-eeeft-~ee-etHI elee+-tle the n- ...-n-e---~~ 

~~te.--of ~he HH-for eeell Jaeee•s I we •eio-ef'-bel lot f'--• 
tet~ For the purposes of ret~!•• placeaent on \be 

~· the ef'*+ee offices of president and wlce president 

shall be considered as a ~~ single offjce. With the 

~rsoo seeking the offjce of the PC•ildeot cgos!decea as tbe 

~jdateo _ann_ the offices of ggyernor and lieutenant 

~rnor shall be con&lder&d as·a single office. with the 

person seeking the office of governor considered as the 

candjdate. 

tet--No ~~~ere ~lien one of ~tw--u-stteH--btt--tf'!led-m 

~r~nt~n~--tfto--be~l~-~-~+ft-eny-ene-pree+nety-e~e~+ 

be+J~s--farn~hed--f'or-~-+n--eny--pree+net---she++---be 

+een~ee+• 

tei--Eend+d~es--ef-tfte--~aejor--po~+e~--sne++-be 

rete~ed-se-t~ppe&t"-en-~he-be+~ befere--end--eboYe--e~ 

eend+detes--ef--~e-.+~~es-or-Tftdepe~t-cend+det~v 

(Zl tandjdates• gapes shall be arranged QD tb9 ballot 

ilL. an order to be determined by lot• yoder the ~~ 

~affiliation of each candidate• jf aoy.~ll be placed 
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LC .17~3/01 

on UJ!t ba1lot by the MM pf t;bc caadidaJ:tt. Ibc drawing 

shall be cgodycted by the registrar not less tbao 30 days 

before the date of the QeneraJ electigg !p the follqwipg 

pmer; 

tal CgosiderinQ each office separately• the registrar 

t 1 ~h office fgr shall assign a nueber to each candida en e 

twa or -ore capdldat•A• and the nyebers so which tbere are 

d ftD PoiiUl' pr assigned shall be written. typed. or staRPe 

1 Ad In separate black QtbeL_ syJt.abJe 8at&riaJ and eoc QS 

nd 1 Ad h• " box gf capsules• ldaotlcaf in all reapects• a P AC 

aaple saze to gera . it the capsules to be tbgrgughly aixed. 

d t U!grgughly ai x the Tba regittrar shall then proceeo 

1 i the bgx and draw the capsule• on• at a t•ea· Ibe capsy es o 

order in which each candidate' 1 ouabt!r Is drjll«l &haJJ 

~tereloa his place go the ballot In the office for wblcb he 

i& a candidate. beginning at tbe top. 

fbi Not ~ban 10 days prior to th• date set for 

1b&- drawing, each party presenting caodl4at•s for election 

and each ln4eoendgnt cagd!datg shall be oqtlfied and public 

notice gjyen h¥ weans of a newspaper of general circulation• 

~-84X- be iUpple~ented by radio or teleyjs!go notice gf 

~tiae and place where the drawing for relat!ye positions 

on the ballot will be held. Each party agd each ipdependent 

candidate js entitled tg have a representative present at 

thg drawing. A partY representatiye shall be appointed by 

-6- H \2-·, .... (p , -..,, ?\ - -' 
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t-tw <:QUI'ltJ CMIJ.ral cpwi uu. 

(]) The registrar shall baye tbe ballot printed so 

that wjthjn a countY all balloti furnished for the prec;o,ts 

wjthjo a representatjye djstrj't are identic•l •nd all 

b•llots furnished for the precinct& •ithjo a portion of a 

renrg$eOtat.lye di&trtct are idanti,al.• 

Section 3. Section 13-17-206o MCAo Is a.anded to read: 

•13-ll-206. Arranga.ent of ballot. (1) In prieary 

elections a separate row or coluan shall be assigned to each 

pvlitical party e~~~~rew-~-sepere~the rows 

be--•••~ fer ~he neo,ar~ie8ft j~iclet -·••~· The placeaent 

of the nonpartisan judicial ballot shall be such that the 

ballot of each political party appears in an unbroken row or 

coluen. 

(2) The candidates for president and vice president 

shall appear on the .achlne ballot. Presidential electors 

18 shall not appear on the ..chine. 

19 (3) In ~enera• e1eet1-•~ Dul ballot shalt be 

20 arranged and the naees of the candidates rotated to confore 

21 as nearly as possible to the requireeents for paper ballots. 

22 t~-i011ftd+de1:8--ff-~ two eejor _,-t~-shaH M! 

23 ~•d &et:ween the first twe herieente1 -rewe--or--wertieaJ 

2~ eMuwtsw -c1 -eemt~--oi'-lrift01"-~es-mtd Independent 

25 eenclicletes !Jhet• be rotated between sueeeecl+~-rows-~ 
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efl---

t§iL!.l The party designation• jf anyo of each 

candidate shall ~ppear below his na.e in type as large as 

.achine design will allow. 

~L11 The judicial ballot shall appear in the first 

two horizontal or vertical rows or columns as p~escribed by 

13-12-ZOl.• 

Section o\. Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable froa the invalid 

pa~t reDain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

one or eore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

in all valid applications that are severable from the 

Invalid applications. 

Section 5. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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