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HOUSE BILL 480 

IN THE HOUSE 

On motion, rules suspended and 
bill allowed to be introduced. 

Introduced and referred to 
committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill, 
as amended. 

Printed and placed on members' 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Died in Committee. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

f!J.A! 'E. ~" .,. ~ 
· u1~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

EXACT PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED SCHOOL BONO BE MADE KNOWN TO THE 

VOTERS BEFORE A SCHOOL BOND ELECTION; REQUIRING THAT THE 

TRUSTEES' RESOLUTION OR THE YALIDATED PETITION CALLING A 

SCHOOL ELECTION BE PUBLISHED TWICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-9-422 AND ZD-9-423, "'A•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 20~~22, MCAo is a.ended ~o read: 

•20-9-422• Additional ~equire-nts for trustees• 

~eso1ution ca11ing bond election. ln addition to the 

~equi~e-nts for calling an election that: are prescribed in 

20-ZG-201 and 20-2G-203o the trustees• resolution calling a 

schoo1 district bond election shall: 

(1} fix the exact a.ount of the bonds proposed to be 

;ssued, which .ay be .ore or less than the a.aunts esti•ated 

in a petition; 

(2} fix the •axl.u• nu~er of yea~s In which the 

proposed bonds would be paid: eftd 

C3, state the exact purpose of tbe proposed bpnda, 

1 jstjng the ~~gjec;ts to be cowpl!rtest gr the puccb.ues to be 

•ade with the bood proceeds; and 
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~ti.l in the case of initiation by a petitionw state 

the essential facts about the petition and its 

presentation.• 

Sect I on z. Seci:i- ZD-9-<\23• HCA• is a-nded to read: 

•zo-9-423. For-. contents. and ci~cularlzation of 

petition proposing school distrlci: bond election. Any 

petition for the calling of an election on the proposition 

of Issuing school district bonds shall: 

(1) plainly state each purpose of the p'oposed boftd 

Issue a 11 st. jog ttw prpJec.U to bM cp•pl et.ad pr l.ba purchases 

to be p.te with UN! bqgd pcQ(.aed!!,• and the asU•ated a.ount 

of the bonds ~t would be Issued for each purpose; 

(2) be signed by not less than 20' of the school 

district electo~s qualified to vote under the provisions of 

zo-ZD-301 In order to constitute a valid petition; 

(3) be a single petition or It aay be coaposed of aore 

than one petition• all being identical in fore, and after 

being circulated and signed. they shall be fastened togethe~ 

to for• a single petition when subaitted to the county 

registrar; 

( ... ) be circulated by any one or •ore qualified 

electors of the school district; and 

(5) contain an affidavit of each registered elector 

circulating a petition attached to the portion of the 

petition be circulated. Such affidavit shall attest to the 
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1 authentic:lty of the slgncrtures and that the slqners knftl the 

z contents of the petition at the ti .. of signing it.• 

3 !f!_Sf~LlO~. s~tion 3. Publication of resolution for 

~ school bond election. The trustees of a sc:hool district .ust 

S publish their resolution or the validated petition calling 

6 for a school bond election in a newspaper of general 

1 circulation within the district once during each of the z 

8 -ks i-dietely preceding the date of the election. If 

9 there is no paper of general circulation In the district• 

10 the trusteea shall post a copy of the resolution or petition 

11 on the· front door of each school In the district Z weeks 

12 before the daU Gf the election. 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED RY COMM. ON 

EDUC~TION ' CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE Bill NO. 480 

INTRODUCED BY PISTORIA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

EXACT PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED SCHOOL BONO BE MADE KNOWN TO THE 

VOTERS BEFORE A SCHOOL BONO ELECTION; REOUJR(~G THAT THE 

T~USTEES' RESOLUTION OR THE VALIDATED PETITION CALLING A 

SCHOOL ELECTION RE PUBLISHED TWICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-9-422 AND 20-9-423t MtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-422• MCAo is a .. nded to read: 

•zo-9-422. Additional require .. nts for trustees• 

resolution calling bond election. In addition to the 

requirements for calling an election that are prescribed in 

20-20-201 and 20-20-203, the trustees• resolution calling a 

school district bond election shall: 

{1) fix the exact a•ount of the bonds proposed to be 

issuedo which may be eore or less than the a.ounts esti•ated 

in a petition; 

(2) fix the maximum nu•ber of years in Mhich the 

proposed bonds would be paid; and 

Lll--eLAltill ~ Sba:~ f&tH pyrpose of lbe 

UL~~~g_ban~x=li2tln~1bt=~roject3-to-bs=:Qm#iettd-or--tbe 

~~~bese~o=ba=aad-=-itb=tbe-bOftd-trtcee¢a;_aQd 
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HB Olt80/02 

t~tLil in the case of initiation by a petition• state 

the essentl<al facts •bout the petition and its 

prea~ntal:ion.• 

Section z. Section 20-9-<(t23o HCAo is aeended to read: 

•zo-9-"'23. For.. cOfttentae and circularization of 

petition proposing school district bond election. Any 

petition for the calling of an election on the proposition 

of Issuing school district bonds shall: 

(1) plainly state each purpose of the proposed bond 

issuey-ttat+ot=tbt~proi•ct•=to-bc-cowotesed-oc-tbe=parcboaes 

jo-b«:woOe-•ttb~ and the esti•ated a•ount 

of the bonds that would be issued for each purpose; 

(2) be signed by not less than 20~ of the school 

district electors qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-20-lOl in order to constitute a valid petition; 

(3) be a single petition or it aay be coeposed of .ore 

than one petition, all being Identical in for•• and after 

being circulated and signedo they shall be fastened together 

to for• a single petition when sub•ltted to the county 

registrar; 

I <t) be circulated by any one or aore qualified 

electors of the school district; and 

(S) contain an affidavit of each registered elector 

circulating a petition attached to the portion of the 

petition he circulated. Such affidavit shall attest to th .. 
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1 authenticity of the signatures and that the signers knew the 

2 contents of the petition at the tl~e of signing it•• 

J ~~~QMa ~ection 3. Publication of resolution for 

~ school bond election. The trustees of a school district eust 

5 publish their resolution or the validat~d petition calling 

6 for a school bond election In a newsp~per of general 

1 circulation within the district once during each of the Z 

8 weeks i .. ediately preceding the date of the election. If 

9 there Is no paper of general circulation in the district, 

10 the trustees shall post a copy of the resolution or petition 

11 on the front door of each school In the district Z weeks 

lZ before the date of the election• 

-End-

-3- H!l 480 
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HOUSE BILL HOe 480 

INTRODUCED 8Y PJSTORIA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

EXACT PURPOSE OF A PROPOSED SCHOOL BOND BE MADE KNOWN TO THE 

VOTERS BEFORE A SCHOOL BOND ELECTION; REOUI~ING THAT THE 

T~USTEES' RESOLUTION OR THE VALIDATED PETITION CALLING A 

SCHOOL ELECTION BE PUBLISHED TWICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-9-422 AMO Z0-9-423o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-422• MCA, is a .. nded to read: 

•2D-9-422. Additional requi re .. nts for trust"s' 

re$olution calling bond election. In addition to the 

requir~nts for calling~ election that are pre5cribed in 

20-ZD-201 and 20-ZO-ZO)o the trustees• resolution ca1llft9 a 

school district bond election $hall: 

(1) fix the exact aaount of the bonds proposed to be 

issuedo which eay be .are or less than the a.ounts estiaated 

in a petition; 

(2) fix the •axi.u• nueber of years in which the 

proposed bonds would be paid; end 

.1.l.l._fi6.Uil.l .U..U the--enct; ~ llUrpgse gf -Lbe 

QL~~~ boooss:it•tino-tbe-pra~tcts-to-b«-comp!ctad~=tbe 

llSlUI:Utse:a -to-bcude=w+ttt=t:be:-ltofttt-ar• ceed:a: ana 
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HB Olt80/02 

t3t~ in the case of Initiation by a petitlono state 

the essential facts about the petition and Its 

pressntation.• 

Section z. Section 20-9-~Z3o KCAo is a.anded to read: 

•2o-9-~ZJ. For.. cententso and circularization o' 
petition proposing school district bond election. Any 

petition for the calling of an election on the proposition 

of issuing school district bonds shall: 

(1) plainly state each purpose of the proposed bond 

lssues=ttattna-tbt~Proj•ct•-to-ba-cow.....--or=tbe p•rcbOae• 

\o=lte=MIIe=Jtit.,_,.,.-!tond-lt"U!"tfn and the estl•ated a-nt 

of the bonds that would be Issued for each purpose; 

(2) be signed by not less than 2ot of the school 

district electors qualified to vote under the provisions of 

ZO-ZG-301 in order to constitute a valid petition; 

(3) be a single petition or it _, be co.posed of .ore 

than one petition. all being id~ntical in for•• and after 

being circulated and signed, they shall be fastened together 

to for• a single petition when sub•itted to the county 

registrar; 

(It) be circulated by any one or .are qualified 

electors of the school district; and 

(S) contain ,)n affidavit of each r&')lstered "'lector 

circulating a petition attached to the portion of the 

petition he circulated. Such affidavit shall attest to the 
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1 authenticity of the signatures and that the signers knew the 

2 contents of the petition at the tl•e of signing it.• 

J Mfa_SEtLICHa Section 3. Publication of resolution for 

~ school bond election. The trust .. s of a school district ~ust 

5 publish their resolution or the validat9d petition calling 

6 for a school bond election In a newspaper of general 

7 ~lrculation within the district once during each of the 2 

8 weeks l ... diate1r preceding the date of the election. If 

9 there is no paper of general circulation in the district, 

10 the trust .. s sha11 poat a copy of the resolution or petition 

11 on the front door of each school In the di str let 2 weeks 

lZ before the date of the election• 

-End-
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