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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT ¥O MAKE THE OFFICE OF
COUNTY CORONER AN APPDINTIVE OFFICE; SETTING MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS AND CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS; AMENDING SECTION

T-4-22039 MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NOMTANA:
Section le Section T-4-2203s MCAs is amended to read:
w7-4-2203. County officerse {1} There may be elected

or appointed in each county the following county officerse

who shall possess the qualifications for suffrage prescribed
by the Montana constitution and such other qualifications as
may be prescribed by law:

{a) one county attorney;

{(b) one clerk of the district court;

(c) one county c<lerk;

(d) one sheriff;

{e) one treasurer;

(f) one county superintendent of schools;

(g) one county surveyor;

(h) one assessor;

{tiy—-one-corenert

4+9¥1il one public administrator; and
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+*¥{j) at Yeast one justice of the peace.

(2) The ecomméssioners county gaverning . _body may
appoint at e¢hedr jt5 discretion constabless Mot more than
one constable may be appointed for each justice of the peace
courte

{3} County auditors and 3all elective township officers
may be elected at each general election as now provided by

1ane

coroper _who sust possess the qualifications presccibed by
{section 2}a"

MEM_SECTIION, Section 2« Qualifications for county
coroner —-- prohibitionss (1) To be eligible to be appointed
a county coroner an individual sust:

(a) be at least 21 years of age;

[{b} have been a resident of the county for the 2 years
immediately preceding appointment; and

{c} have knowledge of the laws concerning coroners and

related investigative proceduress

(2} A person who s a3 DVicensed practicing funeral
director or wmortician or a person who has a financial
interest in a mortuary as defined in 37-19-10l¢ or in a
cemetery Is not eligible for the office of county coroners

{3} The county governing body may appoint the county

sheriff to the office of county coroner if he possesses the

- JE 476
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qualifications in subsection (1} and is not ineligible under
subsection (2)e

{4} This section does not apply to an individual who
has served & years Or wmore as a County coroner or a deputy
county coronere

-End~-

-3~
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HOUSE BILL NO. 476
INTRODUCED BY FABREGAs O*HARA» MODRESs

DUSSAULT: KEMMIS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO MAKE-FHE--OFFICE--8F
EOUNFY~-COROBNER--AN—-APPOINFEIVE-—OFFIEES-SEFFING SEY MINIMUNM
QUALIFICATIONS AND CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS EQR__XWE QFEICE OF
COUNIY CORNER; AMENDING SECTION T-4-2203¢ MCA.™

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Saction le Section T—4-2203s MCAe is smended to read:
“7-4-2203. County officerss (1) There may be elected

or appointed in each county the following county officers,

who shall possess the quatifications for suffrage prescribed
by the Montana constitution and such other qualifications as
may be prescribed by law:

{a} one county attorney;

(b) one clerk of the district court;

{c) one county clerk;

{d) one sheriff;

(e} one treasurer;

{f) one county superintendent of schools;

(g} one county surveyor;

(h} one assessor;

t+¥--one-coreonert
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13 --GNE-CORBNER:
£1) __ONE CORONER:

t3r¢32(J) one public administrator; and

thitdi(K} st least one justice of the peace.

(2) The ecountesioners county govergiog _hody wmay
appoint at ¢thedr jLs discretion constables. Not more than
one constable may be appointed for each justice of the peace
courts

{3) County auditors and all elective township officers
may be slected at each general election as now provided by

Tawe

EDRONER-MHE-MUST-POSEESS-FHE-~RUALIF EAT1ONS-—~PRESERIBED DY
ESECERION-2 )™

NEM_SECTION, Section 2. OQualifications for county
coroner -- prohibitionss (1) To be eligible to be appointed
3 county coroner an individual must:

(a) be at least 21 years of age;

{b) have been a resident of the county for the 2 years
immedi ately preceding appointment; and

[c) have knowledge of the laws concerning coroners and

related investigative procedurese.
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t29-~A-~person--who--is--a--}icensed-procticing-funered
director-or-morticion-~or--a-—-person--who--has--a--finsnciad

interest--in--a--mortuory--as--defined-in-3¥-19-i8tv-or-in-a

camatery-is—not-etigible-for-the-office-of--county-—-coroners

$23=cNO--PERSON--3S-—fEiGIRCE-~FOR-FHE-OFFIGE-BF-COUNEY
CORBNER-3F —HE-PRACFFEES =GR -WEikk-PRAEFICE-AURING-—HES-~FERNY
AS-A-EREENSED-FUNERAL-DIRECTOR-BA-NGATICIANy -BA-F-HE-HAS-G8

BOBIUARY AS CEEINED IN 2371-19-1Q1le A _CEMETERYs _CBEMATORIUN,.
BMEMORIAL _SOCIETYs QB _ANY OIHES ORGANIZAYION THAT CARES FOR
JHE BENAINS Of DECEASEQ PERSONS. IHIS _SUBSECTION _OOQES _NOT
APELY _T0O . COUNTIES WHICH HAYE ONLY ONE LICENSED FUNERAL
QIRECTOR OR MORYICIAN ANQ MHERE MO _APPARENT CONELICI _OF

INIEREST MAY DEVELOP.
$33--BEPUTY-EORONERS-SHALL -ALSO-NEEE-THE-UARIEIEATIONS
EN-SURSECTION-t23x

13} _QEPULY CORONMERS SHALL ALSO MEEY THE OUALIFICATIONS
IN_SUBSECTION (2)a

-3- HB 476
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+33243(4) The county governing body may appoint the

county sheriff to coroner if he

the office of county

possesses the qualifications in subsection (1) and is not
ineligible under subsection (2)}.
{t43--Fhis-section-does-not-apply-to-an——+ndividuat--who
hes--served--4-ygars-or-sore-gs-a-county-coroner-or—a-deputy
county-coreners
SEEFION-35--EDBIEICATIONy-~FHES-AEF-$5-INFENDED-=F8--BE
EBBEEIER-AS-AN-ENFEGRAL—PART-OF-FRFLE-Fy-EHARFER -4y -PARE-25y
AND-FHE-PROYESIONS - CONTFAINED-IN-FITLE-Fy-CHAPTER _4y-RARF-79y
SHALE-APPLY-F8-FHES=AEZS
SECTION 3. JHERE 1S A NEW MCA SECTION THAT BEADS:
A coroner presently serving shall

Grandfather clauses

be allowed to complete the ters for which he was appointed
or electeds
SECTION 4o CODIFICATION.  TYHIS _ACT IS INTENDED TO BE
CODIEIED _AS AN INFEGRAL PARY IITLE Ta CHAPTER . %2  PARY 29
AND _THE $ROVISIONS COMEAINED IM TITLE 7 CHAPIER &+ PART 29
SHALL APPLY 1O THIS ACKa
-End-
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