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HOUSE BILL 476 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Govern
ment. 

Committee recommend bill, 
as amended. 

Second reading, as amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend bill, 
not concurred. 

Returned from Senate, not 
concurred . 
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e;- BILL NO• ~ 
INTRODUCED BY ~ au ... 
~~~ 
A Blll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO MAKE THE OFFICE OF 

COUNTY CORONER AN APPOINTIVE OFFicE; SETTING MINIMUM 

QUALIFICATIONS ANO CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS; AMfNOING SECTION 

7-lt-2203, MCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ANAl 

Section 1. Section 7-lt-2203, MeA, is aeended to read: 

•7-lt-2203. county officers. (lt There aay be elected 

or appointed in each county the following county officers• 

who shall possess the qualilications for suffrage prescribed 

by the Montana constitution and such other qualifications as 

•ay be prescribed by law: 

{a) one county attorney; 

(b) one clerk of the district court: 

(c) one county clark; 

(d) one sheriff; 

{e) one treasurer; 

If l one county superintendent of schools; 

(g) one county surveyor; 

(h) one assessor; 

t+t--efte-eGrefte~ 

tjtLii one public ad~inistrator; and 
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q: 1265/01 

~Ljl at least one justice of the peace. 

(2) The ee.e~+GfterS county ggyernjng bgdy •ay 

appoint at +he+r it& discretion constables. Not .are than 

one constable .ay be appointed for each justice of the peace 

court. 

t3l County auditors and all elective township officers 

•ay be elected at each general election as now provided by 

law. 

f'l The c.gunt.J gpyerntne bodJ shall apPAint Me cgupS.J 

coroner whg .ust pos5ess the qyalifications preacribw4 bJ 

[ sect.iOQ Z]e• 

MEW SEtTIQN. Section 2. Qualifications for county 

coroner --prohibitions. (l) To be eligible to be appointed 

a county coroner an individual .ust: 

(a) be at least 21 years of age; 

{b) have been a resident of the county for the 2 years 

i•aediately preceding appointaent; and 

tc} have knowledge of the laws concerning coroners and 

related Investigative procedures. 

(2) A person who is a licensed practicing funeral 

director or .ortlclan or a person who has a·financial 

interest in a ~rtuary as defined in 37-19-lOle or in a 

ceaetery Is not eligible for the office of county coroner. 

(3) The county governing body •ay appoint the county 

sheriff to the office of county coroner if he possesses the 

-2- fiB ~?t:. 
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I l L 



q: 1265/01 

1 qualifications In subsection (1) and is not Ineligible under 

2 subsection (2)• 

3 (~) This section does not apply to an Individual vho 

~ has served ~ years or .ore as a county coroner or a deputy 

5 county coroner. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. ~lb 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA• 0°HARA• MOORE• 

DUSSAULT• KEMMIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO MAKE~--8FFftE--8F 

~BYN~¥--tBR8HER--AN--•PP8f~~YE--~.e~-SE~~~N6 i1J MINIMUM 

QUALIFICATIONS AND CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS fDB_-IHf__QftlLf__Df 

kDUMIX~fB; AMENDING SECTION l-.-2203• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section l-~-2203• MCA• is a.ended to readl 

•7-~-2203. County officers. (lt The~e .. y be elected 

or appointed in each county the foll~lng county officers. 

~ho shall possess the qualifications for suffr~e prescribed 

by the Montana constitution and such other qualifications as 

may be prescribed by law: 

(a) one county attorney; 

(b) one clerk of the district court; 

(c) one county clerk; 

ldl one sheriff; 

(e) one treasurer; 

(f) one county superintendent of schools; 

(g) one county surveyor; 

(h) one assessor; 

t~t--o~e-eopefte~~ 
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HB CM-lf>/02 

Lll--&ME-&IIBNEit 

.lU ONf CORONEl; 

ttt~ one public adatnistratort aftd 

tltt~ at 1-st one justice of the peace. 

( 2J The _.._..._.., C.OMQty _.[ping body _, 
appoint at ~ llS discretion constables. Not ~· than 

one constable aay be appointed fur each justice of the peace 

court. 

(3J county auditors and all electl•e township officers 

.. Y be elected at each gefteral election as now pr0¥1ded by 

law. 

t+t--fbe=coantx-...-.o+at-bodr-•batt .. pot•t-ooe ceMR•r 
COI'Ofttlr--...o:;=wat;-=potana;tw-QM•Hfiutiooa prncrtlt•d l!tJ 

ta.ct:too-tb 

f:\t--flli=iiNJtff=MWEBMHi-l&fl- iHttt:- lprtiNf-M!£=t'wtMfY 

ii8SNEft-WH&-MUif=PBSff5i-JHf-:1¥ttiftitft9Nf--e&ft61t8£1==1f 

i;Hifttlt=fi•· 

NEM SEGIIQN. Section 2• Qualifications for county 

coroner-- prohibitions. (1) To be eligible to be appointed 

a county coroner an indi~idual ~st: 

(a) be at least 21 years of age; 

{b) have been a resident of the county for the 2 years 

i~eediately preceding appointaent; and 

(c) have knowledge of the laws concerning coroners and 

related investigative procedures. 

-2- HB ~l6 

T H I R D READING 
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HB Oit76/02 

tit--A--pere.n--who--~--e--~9eefte~pP~+e+~-~ .. e+ 

d+reeter-er-aort+e+eft--cp--e--per•oft--wfto--hee--e--f+ftafte+e~ 

+ftte~--+ft--e--.artuepy--ee--def+fted-+ft-~~-i9-i8tr-or-rft-e 

ee.etery-+e-ftet-e~+g+-+e-f&P-the-off+ee-of--eoaft~-eerOfteP• 

tit==fHI==f'US81t--tS---t;ttiHU-=£9B:fltE=IIfftii •If UMNff 

tsBSNE!-tF-HE-P!t§ft6f5z-98-Wikt:Pftttftii=&YfttN&~KfS-:!t!az 

A5-A-ttfii~FijHEBAt-~8R-98-M&BftitAMy-&B-tf-HE-HA5-8ft 

Wfkk--MAWE-=IMttM&--Hti=-ft8ftx=-t--ft8AH&ttk--tftffltit=-tM-6 

ftBI!ijttf-ts-lfffMEB-JN-!f-t!=f&fy=i--E£MEJER!y==&ft£MAf9BfVMy 

fiEMUM: Sa&f!EIY -Ill ldft=Htfi8=MfjM!fMH!IIt=IHtf=titlii=fM 

JHE=flENHI=If=lftiHQ=P£858f!5w 

(2) 10 PU~DtLl..L£UGJBLii ElM THE DEEIC£ OF LOUNTJ 

~QNEB IF HE PRACTICES QR Mlll PB&,IICE• QUII8G HIS IERNe 

A$ A LI,EM$fD fUNERAL DIBE,TQR Ql MQBIJCJAN Ql If Hf HA$ Q8 

MILL HAVE• OU&li&__HIS TERfts A FINANCIAL INTEREST 18 A 

ltOUU!IlX.-ALQfllfWl_l!l_ll=l!:llU • A C EME I£8h__taf!!AIQ&1Uih 

MEMQIIAL SQCIEIIs__QB ANY OIHEI DRGANil&TIQM !HAT CARE$ fQI 

THE 1E811M$ QF OE,EASEO PERSON$• THI$ $UASECIIQI QQES NQI 

APPLY TQ 'QUNIIES MHI'H HAVE QNLX QNE LICENSED FUNERAL 

al&E'TQB OR BQITI,IAN ANQ WHERE MD APPAIENJ 'QMFLICI QE 

Zl INTEREST MAX PEYELDP• 

ZZ tJt=-BtfMfi-EB8BN£1S-5HAtt-At§B-M£ff-fHE-tytttftEAftftN§ 

Z3 fN-5WB5EiflftH=+it• 

Zit Cll DEPUI% 'ORQMERS SHALL ALSO ME£! IU£ QUALIEI,ATIONS 

Z5 IN SyBSE,TIQN (Zie 
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HB O't76/02 

t~t~ The county governin9 body ~ay appoint the 

county sheriff to the office of county coroner if he 

possesses the qualifications in subsection (1) and is not 

ineligible under subsection (2)• 

t~t--~h+s-eee~+on-doee-ftot-e~p~y-to-eft--+ftd+v+due+--who 

"••--•er•ed--'t-yeere-or-.are-ee-e-ea.ftty-eoPOfter-or-e-deputy 

ee•ft~y-eOPeft~• 

5£&fflft-!•-:f91tff6Afflti•-:JUf5-&if-fS-fNfE~-f9--BE 

i&lt£iti:Ai-t8:fNfEfi8Ak-eABf:9E-ftftE=fs-EHAefE!=Sx:f!8l=t2% 

1tttil=fHE-PUYf5tMS-&MJtfHEB=tftftftE-b-EHtfif!l=b.:f!~h 

5Httt-•!Pk!-f&-fHfi=Ailz 

SE,IION 3 8 THEBE J$ A NEW "'' SECTION IHAI BEAOS: 

Grandfather clause. A coroner presently serving shall 

be allowed to coaplete the ter• for which he was appointed 

or elected. 

S Eti Jllfl i£_-'JJDlf.lUil.!H!la-ll:ilL_!f.Ll.Lllilltw.f1Ll!Lil.f 

~flED 65 AN INTEGRAL PARI TITLE Za f.HAPIER -~AR!__l~ 

~ti£-PRQVlSIQNS. f.QNTA~N IlTLE lo 'HAPTER s. PARI_Z~ 

SHALL AP!LI IP !HIS A£1a 

-End-
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